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I attended as a participant with my for the night, and that was nice. Meals
Hudson Indy car so I thought I would and the Saturday night dinner/reception
were excellent as was
share some of our
the wine....(deserts were
experiences.
The Elusive Tether Car
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by David Maguire
This was the 3rd
gang does better)...
year for this event.
The Elusive Tether Car
maybe the best part of
The first year
the weekend LOL.
As many of you may know, my they wanted some
absolute passion is buying, selling of my cars and I
Speeches given after
and collecting antiques.
dinner were repeated
wanted some of
on Sunday afternoon
their
money...
Recently I acquired a beautiful tether
during the awards, it
car at a going out of business sale here it didn’t happen.
helps when you know
Last year I was
in Orangeville.
the story...or does it?
racing at Lime
It is a very pretty and quite accurate rock and it was too
Much of the event
model of the 1930s Tether Car, also close with other
was geared to helping
known affectionately as a Spindizzy. events we had, so
out the Sunnybrook
Spindizzies were named for the we figured this would be the year.
Hospital and Cadillac did a lot of
dizzying speeds they reached and
subsidizing.
were inspired by full size racers. They Well they did come across with parking
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Cobble Beach 2015... continued from page 1

The Bugatti Type 57c, and a Supercharged
Graham with a custom Sautchick body
were exceptional and won their respective
classes.
Entry fee for the public was $45.20...not
sure why the 20 cents?
Judging was supposedly done by hand
picked judges from Canada and the USA
or so the hype said and there was a lot of
it. I knew several of them but get this...
When they were doing my car I was asked
why some of the panels along the frame
and in front of the grille were chromed. I
had to explain they were aluminum and
polished and I owe Ed Taccone a special
thanks for helping me out in that area a
few days before. Seems like dear Ed helped
too much as I now have chrome LOL and
I have attached a picture showing my new
“chrome” front end!
It was windy and rather cold by the lake
but we were were dressed for it, so not
of the 2 Rolls, the Bugatti and 1948 Jag too bad.
further back.

The cars were nice but most of them
you will have seen before at other
events being heavily into American
although a nice Duesenberg livened
things up. British...not much, a
Phantom I Rolls from Caledon and
a 20 hp from Toronto at Bronte, and
that was the Rolls show, and not a single
Bentley. A couple of Jags and a Healey
completed the British part! See picture

Okay Car Buffs... What Type of Car is This?

October 2015

Quite a few people came over having
recognized my car when in their youth
they raced against me. They were pleasant
reunions and revisiting the past can be

fun, although I gathered that they were
surprised I was still racing the same car
some 45 years later!
Would we go back? Probably...under a 2
hour drive, excellent food and wine, gifts,
meeting up with old friends and making
new ones and oops, I was forgetting ....a
few interesting cars.
Dorien Berteletti

Last month, Norm Redpath challenged Ron supplied some additional
information about the Figaro. It
our members to identify this car.
was a Japan only retro style car that
The competition to identify this little was introduced in 1989 and was
gem was fierce, with Ron Pincoe and manufactured in 1991, right hand
Dorien Berteletti neck in neck with drive only. Many made their way to
their answers. They both knew the car Britain and other countries that used
is a Nissan Figaro.
right hand drive, but obviously some
Since neither gentleman answered with made it to Canada as well.
the year, I emailed them both, asking, Since this was so much fun, Bill
“What year?”, thinking this would Mason has sent us a new car for our
break the tie.
members to identify!

Send your answers to the editor at:

Back the answers caming flying, again newsletter@headwatersbritishcarclub.
within minutes of one another! “It is a org
1991!” both answered. So much for tie
breakers.
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Ask Ed... continued from page 1

the sky Tom Clare kept asking me,
“What are you looking for?” I had to
respond with just a little fib, “Turkeys”, I
wasn’t so sure he believed me.
Finally the long awaited moment, you
could hear the copter in the distance.
Still not divulging my secret the copter
circled and to everyone’s surprise it began
to land. We ran to the field and watched
the copter land exactly where I had made
the landing area. To say the least it was
awesome.
After welcoming Ian, Dave, and Rama,
it was time to dive in for some fantastic
food Sandra had prepared and I don’t
think anyone was disappointed and we
thank all who volunteered that helped to
set it up. After the meeting the evening
came to a close, the Helicopter crew were
ready to leave. But before leaving for
Downsview they were adamant about
taking myself and my Granddaughter
Mattea for a short flight. It was a sight
to behold as we took off and the crowd
waving was absolutely and extremely
pleasing. And what can I say about my
Granddaughter her eyes wide open and
in awe all the while in the air?
Ian and Dave also invited our car club
for a day at Downsview next summer
and Helicopter rides. We would like to
do this as a way to raise some money
for an organization of our choice for
2106. I will keep you all posted in the
coming months. And now back to “ASK
ED” as Alan had a question about the
Helicopter after they left.
Q1: How do they refuel a Helicopter in the
air? Only Alan would do this to me because
I really don’t know. I thought, well I can
always ask Ian.
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within a specified distance from the tanker
(not to close, not to far) to keep the fuel
flowing. Probe and drogue is the only way
to refuel helicopters in mid-air, and it can
get a little exciting in bad weather or if the
probe doesn’t extend properly. The hoses
get pretty close to the main rotor blades
under the best of circumstances, and
hitting it has been known to be one of
the Great Cripplers of young helo pilots.

Finally, when you have completed your
circuit check and found and repaired the
problem and you try to exit, and find your
muscle co-ordination has disappeared
“PRAY’ and hope Marion will come out
to call you in for supper, and I suggest
next time remove the seats it makes life
a lot easier. Hope the answer to your
question is helpful for you, Bill. If not let
me know, further tests are required.

Add to that risk factor the fact that
the tanker has to slow down pretty
substantially to safely refuel a helicopter,
particularly at high altitude on a hot day,
and you can see that it’s definitely not an Q3: After informing Don Fysh that at
easy activity for any of the crews involved. next year’s FUNKHANA I was pretty sure
Q2: Bill Mason asks, I was out driving I was going to win the ultimate prize and
my B the other day and all of a sudden everyone else would have to fight for the
the gas gauge, the heat gauge and the oil “Georgie Cup”. Don asked, “What is the
pressure gauge stopped working. I knew that Georgie Cup all about?”
I had plenty of fuel and the car was not A3: Well Don, it’s like this, it is a facetious
overheating but I was worried about the oil
remark intending to be humorous. It is
pressure. I stopped the car immediately and
pre-determined I am going to win the big
checked the fuses. All ok. I was still worried
prize and the other contestants will have
about the oil pressure so I disconnected the
to compete for something else.
oil line and oil squirted out so I drove the
car home. WHAT IS MY PROBLEM ??? In some cases “The Georgie Cup”, which
are really cupcakes, which by the way are
A2: Well Bill I have known you for
very delicious. Another explanation is for
a long time and I don’t think there is
instance at the beginning of every season
anything wrong with you. But if you are
the Maple Leafs would win 3 or 4 games
referring to the B and if Marion was in
in a row and the Stanley Cup without
it with you, my friend you are in trouble
question was theirs.
and need me to save your hide.
I understood the car kept running so there
was power to the engine electrics in order
for it to keep running. You mentioned
the fuses were good, so my next check
would be to turn into a contortionist and
start checking the circuits under the dash.
Not an easy task in a B, once you occupy
yourself in a position that does not need
prior alcohol consumption you are now
ready to carry out the circuit checks.

A1: The method used most commonly is
referred to as “Probe and Drogue”. In this
case, the receiver is responsible for making
the connection with the tanker, which
simply unspools and pressurizes a hose
fitted with a receptacle surrounded by a Make sure you have your 12 volt tester
handy as you do not want to exit your
ring-shaped parachute (the “drogue”).
present position. While in the process I
The receiver extends a probe (usually would not be surprised if you found a
retracted behind a fairing or panel in wire that came off or loose that leads to
normal flight), line’s the probe’s nozzle up the ignition switch. By the way Bill, if you
behind the drogue, and moves forward want to check the oil pressure you can do
to plug in. As with boom refuelling, the so while the car is running. You should
receiver has to fly formation, keeping
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notice oil further up the dip stick much
past the full mark which indicates there
is oil pressure and not necessary to undo
your gauge oil line.
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So the term amongst my friends who
were Hab fans would say, give them
the Stanley Cup now, and every other
team can fight over the Georgie Cup!!
In conclusion after all this I can’t wait
to sink my teeth in a couple of Georgie
Cupcakes. Mmmmm!!

		
Ask Ed
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Copper Kettle Creek Classic Car Show by Jean-Louis Valade

Saturday August 23rd morning
arrived with a brisk but sunny
day. All signs were predicting a
great weather day for a car run to
Creemore’s annual Copper Kettle
Creek Classic Car Show.
Taking under consideration that very
short notice was given, the expected
participation was consisting of only
five cars. To my surprise people
that I was calculating as pairs per car
arrived driving in separate cars. This
augmented the number to seven cars
- even better!
As the last expected car arrived, an
MG, it did so with a great entrance.
It marked its arrival with a large
cloud of steam emanating from the
front of the car. A crowd of experts
quickly gathered around the vehicle
to diagnose the problem and offer
solutions.
It was rapidly established that the
upper radiator hose had sprung a
leak. Our vice president Ed, who was
on hand, offered the best solution;
he cut and shortened the culprit and
reattached it. Voila, it worked!

we were expecting to meet another
fellow club member to augment our
number back to seven. However due
to our late departure we missed that
connection. So we were holding on
steady to six cars.
In Shelburne Highway 10/24 splits.
Highway 24 turns right at the
Esso gas station and Highway 10
continues straight for a short distance
before turning North, and so did two
of our group participants. We are
now down to four in our group.

As originally planned we stopped at
the Timmys to regroup. We tried to
redirect our wayward companions to
rejoin the group … to no avail. So
we departed with four automobiles.
Or so we thought.
A few minutes later as we turned on
to River Road, it was noticed that the
caboose was missing. After a brief
meeting it was decided the best place
to wait for the missing link was in
Terra Nova.
So the three of us proceeded to our
interim destination. After waiting
for a few minutes at the new stop,
having no communication responses,
knowing that the last
However, Mr. Lucas decided to have
missing car knew where
the last word. An electric failure
our arrival point was
happened and the car could not
and by then the late
be enticed to restart. Luckily the
time of the day, it was
owner had a road side assistance
decided to proceed.
plan which provided towing back to
their residence and they were able to As we were about to do
switch vehicles and rejoin the group so, far on the horizon,
the missing MG A was
later in Creemore.
spotted flying to rejoin
The convoy departed, a bit late …
our group.
and down to six cars. Our route took
us the back way to Shelburne where And gladly it did.
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Apparently a faulty battery was to
blame for the car not wanting to
restart. Luckily there was a slight
incline downward which facilitated
the vehicle to be push started.
And so we resumed our travel
towards our final destination, four
cars again. To my great relief the
rest of the trip to Creemore was
uneventful.
The car show was spectacular. The
variety, the quality, the number of
cars, over six hundred of them, a
large representation of British cars,
mostly from Georgian Bay British
Car Club, the food, the venue and
the weather all contributed to a very
well attended show.
As the day went by, most of the
original eight cars made it to the
event and their owners were spotted
in the mass of people.

After ogling, commiserating, eating,
telling long tales and having great
conversation with attendees it was
time to depart back home.
And then there were two.
Jean-Louis Valade

visit our website at www.headwatersbritishcarclub.org
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Antiques 2015 - What’s Hot and What’s Not by Marion Mason
I have been an antique dealer for 40
years and things that were all the rage
in the 80’s and 90’s are not so hot in
2015.
Even in a nasty economy people
want things that are pretty, and what’s
better than jewellery? Silver and gold
are always in fashion and if everything
goes wrong, you can always sell it.
Even the men are now wearing silver
and gold chains and bracelets.
Most gold items are now too expensive
to collect and so silver is where it
is at--sterling silver anything--bowls,
jewellery, etc. It is a precious metal
that can still be bought without selling
your little British car...and if it is
jewellery, you can wear it and enjoy
it while it hopefully escalates in price.
Paper items, glass and pottery - most
will not stand the test of time because
of the unstable materials. Paper decays,
pottery and glass break. But silver?
Except for tarnishing, it is mostly
corrosion resistant.
Quality and condition are more
important than ever.
Think of
grandma’s overcrowded living room
filled with priceless stuff that no one
else wants - odds and ends jammed
into cupboards, spread across doilied
tabletops and filling drawers.
All of these items are about as out as

out can be.
No one stands at the end of the dining
room table anymore to carve the roast.
Young people do not want a lovely set
of china with gold trim that will not
be safe in the dishwasher. They want
dishes that will go from the freezer

What’s Hot

signed costume jewellery
antique fishing lures
vintage clothing
gold anything - jewellery
sterling silver anything - jewellery
sleek 50’s pottery and glass
50’s lamps and small tables
antique dolls
old coca coca items
old pockets watches
very old clocks and mirrors
some old post cards
coins
jade items
old tin & metal toys
jewellery with natural stones,
agate, etc..
tiffany anything - rings, lamps,
spoons, etc..

into the microwave or oven and then
into the dishwasher. An old set of
pretty china will now sell for the price
we used to get for one place setting.
Times, they are a changing.
Marion Mason

What’s Not

heavy dark furniture
depression glass
pressed glass
fiesta pottery
Hummel items
most British royalty items
sets of dinnerware
odd teacups and saucers
collectible spoons
most hockey & baseball cards
ashtrays
silver plated anything
Royal Doulton Figurines
collector’s plates
dining room sets
china vases
Limoges china

The 5th Annual President’s Fall Run!
We couldn’t have asked for a better day for
great friends to get together for a great drive
filled with sunshine and laughter!
Thanks for attending! A special thanks
also goes to Leah Hill, our photogrpaher
extraordinaire!
Sincerely,
Peter Pontsa,
HBCC President
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The Elusive Tether Car...
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continued from page 1

cars built to 1:8 scale, and they were tethered to a pole or
to a chain track in a banked wooden racetrack. They could
reach breathtaking speeds of 150 mph and were raced in a
mini car-dome. They were powered by miniature internal
combustion engines and unlike radio control cars, the
driver had no remote control over the model’s speed or
steering.
This is still quite a sport today, and there are actually
modern domes built for racing. Shown below is a modern
day “Tether track”.

If you are thinking of organizing an
event for our 2015 Driving Season, please
contact Jane Tully, our Events Coordinator.
Sunday, October 4th, 2015, Toy Drive
We will be organizing a group of to go down to the Toy
Drive. More details to follow.
Wednesday, October 7th, Pub Night Meeting,
Hosts: Don and Trudy Bauman
More detailts to follow.
Sunday, October 18th, 215
All British Auto Swap Meet,
Rockton, Ontario,
Wednesday, November 4th, 2015, 7:30 p.m.
Annual General Meeting & Elections
The Royal Canadian Legion
7 John St, Orangeville, ON, L9W 2N8
Saturday, November 7th, 2015
HBCC 6th Annual Polar Bear Run
Hosts: Jean Hodgson, Denise Eccles & Leah Hill
More details to follow!

Photo supplied by Wikepedia, Licensed under CC BY-SA 3.0 via Wikipedia
- https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Tether_track.jpg#/media/File:Tether_
track.jpg

These toys were originally scratch built in the 30s and
fashioned after the miniature midget racers of the era. I
would of course never had paid the original retail price of
$500, but I thought it a real steal at a $100.
This latest acquisition now proudly graces one of the shelves
of The Man Cave.

Wednesday, December 2nd, 2015
Christmas Dinner
The Mill Street Pub,
25 Mill Street, Orangeville, ON L9W 2M2

I could expect a special delivery from Sears with my much
anticipated car!
Every day, I would rush home looking for THE package,
and finally, last business day before Christmas, the box
arrived and is put, unopened, under the tree.
Christmas morning, I ran down and zeroed in on THE
BOX. Picture the look of dismay on my face, when I
discovered the toy to not be my tether car, but a stupid
motor boat! Sear’s policy in those days was that if they ran
out of one toy, then they would substitute it with another
of equal value, which could be returned free of charge if not
satisfied.
I still remember sitting in our little bath tub, with that
twin outboard engine cruiser bumping off the sides and
occasionally colliding with my back.

An interesting side note to the tether car. Wee Davey is just
10 years old, and desperately wants a tether car for Christmas.

In time, I did learn to love the boat, but never really forgave
Sears!

Mom has told him that Santa relies on Sears to get certain
toys for GOOD BOYS and GIRLS, so if I have been good,

					 David Maguire
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The Sponsors’ Corner

Visit Soon The Toad Soon!
Vehcile Storage Begins
October 1st to May 1st, 2016,
The Past Glories Of Toad Hollow!

It's a perpetual garage sale!
Vintage Toys, Games & Collectibles
Antique Furniture
Victorian Architectural Pieces

By Chance or Appointment Only!

Call David Maguire at 519-216-0138
* located at the rear of 55 Townline, Orangeville

David Maguire, Sales Representative
Serving Your Real Estate Needs in
Dufferin County Since 1984

Neil Mathieson, CPA, FICB
168 Broadway, Orangeville,
Ontario L9W 1K3
519-942-2880
3045 Southcreek Road, #27
Mississauga, ON L4X 2X6
905-206-0004

Business: 519.941.5151 or 905.450.3355
E-mail: dmaguire@royallepage.ca
visit me at www.dmaguire.ca
Toll Free: 1.800.268.2455 * Cell: 519.216.0138

Making Life Less Taxing

Neil Mathieson, Chartered Professional Accountant (CPA)
Fellow of the Institute of Canadian Bankers (FICB)

RCR Realty, Brokerage

Independently Owned & Operated

$100.00 per annum for 1/4 page ad
specs required are 4.0” x 4.5”
$50.00 per annum for business card size
specs required are 3.5” x 2”
Sponsor to provide high resolution artwork in jpg, tiff, indd or pdf format. * a minimum of 10 issues per year will be published.
To arrange to have your advertisement placed here, please contact Jean-Louis Valade at www.headwatersbritishcarclub.org
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