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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE BRITISH CAR ENTHUSIAST

British Car Day 2015 by Ron Pincoe

Sunday morning dawned bright and
clear. Well as bright and clear as six
thirty on a September morning with
single digit temperatures can be.

Technical Comer:

Adjusting a Stromberg CD3

by Ed Taccone
Lately, during our last few runs, I have
been hearing members complaining
that their precious British Classic
are running rich and I don’t mean
making money. Please understand
that our Classics are not driven much
per say and carburetors suffer because
of it. They do gum up and from time
to time they do need to be taken
apart cleaned, resealed, and adjusted.
I will explain as best as I can from
past experience and what [ have
learned from the many Repair Bibles
I have reverted to over the years.

continued on page 2 Ask Ed! by Ed Taccone
Holy troubled MG and Triumph owners

This was British Car Day and as they
say, it never rains
on British Car
Day. The only
time there was rain
in the events 32
year history was
last year, 2014,
and that was only
for part of the

morning.

The Spitfire was
gassed up and
ready to go and we
hit the road at about seven thirty in the
morning for Bronte Park. I like taking
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the Spitfire to BCD, not just because it
is a pleasant little car to drive, but also
because the field location for Spitfires is
very close to the registration booth.

Thatisavery practical reasonas Hildaand
[ would be working
at registration on the
late morning shift.

We arrived at the
park just before nine
and already the whole
area was a hive of
activity. Cars were
being directed to
their assigned parking
locations according
to make and model,

people were milling
about watching what cars were

continued on page 5

of our other members. This last article of
“ASK ED” containing question three is
probably one of the most intriguing and
important questions I have been asked
this past year.

Being the last article for this year Sandra
and I would like to extend a heart
warming and healthy Holiday Season.
“Merry Christmas to all. Read on and
enjoy.

QI: Don Fysh asks, How does
a tire pressure monitor work
in a vehicle?

Al: Very good question Don.
[ will try to explain as close to
layman’s terms as possible.

What is Tire Pressure
Monitoring System (TPMS)?
The TPMS is an electronic
system in your vehicle that
monitors your tire pressure
and alerts you when it falls
dangerously low.

continued on page 7
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Donald Gordon *

It is with sadness we report that Donald  actually have part of the air conditioned
Gordon passed away on thel4dth of system that he had removed from his
July after a long battle with cancer. 7R-6.
Donald was a long time member of ,
both Headwaters British Car Club
and Toronto Triumph Club.

Jound out that I was looking
for this option to install in my own car,
he said that he would sell it to me, but
A gathering of friends and family was #not for less than $1.

held in Oran’ge\_nlle on July 25th to We met for bunch in Milton and I paid
celebrate Don’s life. He wouldnt take the $1. T'll miss him
Wayne McGill said this about Don: and jock at events from now on and I'm
“I'm very sorry to learn of Dons passing. sure Jock is missing him already.

1 shared time with Don and Fergus and
Jock at many British Car events over
the years. His sense of humour always
matched my own.

I can only hope that he and Fergus are
again enjoying a sunny top down drive
together.”

* Thi icle fi d in th
He had told me several years ago about Britisllls a(r::: CD:;t Z%Iie;r eSoiﬁrenii

his cancer, but seemed to be doing so well Programme, and is reprinted in British
that [ would forget he was doing battle Driven courtesy of The Toronto
with an enemy that does not fight fair. I Triumph Club.
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Donald Gordon is pictured in the
foreground with the Headwaters British
Car Club on May 26th, 2012, getting
ready to enjoy the Brew Lovers’ Run to
Neustadt. Donald and his unique sense
of humour will be sadly missed by us all.

Technical Corner: Adiusting a Stromberg CD3 continued from page 1

concerning the Stromberg CD3. The
CD3 carburetor has a fixed jet, and the
needle is loosely mounted in the air
valve, or piston, so that it centers itself.

You need a special tool to reset the
mixture, which is done by altering
the height of the needle in the piston.
The tool is a long L shaped hexagonal
allen key which goes inside a thick
walled tube. The following are steps for
adjusting a fixed jet CD3.

To use the the tool, remove the dashpot
damper and insert the tube in its place.
Turn the tube until a pin on its side
falls into a slot in the air valve shaft.

Push the Allen key to the bottom of
the shaft and fit it into the needle

adjustment.

Before you turn the Allen key, hold the
outer tube of the tool firmly, otherwise
the air valve can turn and tear the

rubber diaphragm.

Tune the carburetor with the engine
running at working temperature.

Turn the Allen key clockwise to lift the
needle and thereby enrich the mixture
and anticlockwise to lower the needle
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for a weaker mixture.

Take care not to turn the adjustment
too far, or the needle can come loose
from the adjuster. The range is only
about two full turns.

If you find you have to make more
than a tiny adjustment, avoid losing
the needle. Take off the cover of the
carburetor and lift out the air valve,
holding it by its shaft so as not to

damage the diaphragm. Then set the
needle in a midway position with the

Allen key.

The right position depends on the
needle fitted, the washer around the
needle or the groove in it is flush with
the bottom face of the air valve.

Re-assemble the carburetor and adjust
the needle starting from this point no
more than one turn either way.

After each adjustments is made, run
the engine at about 2,000 rpm for
ten seconds or so to clear the extra
fuel which tends to get into the inlet
manifold when you are making an
adjustment.

If you do not have a revolution counter
or tachometer, listen to the engine note.
Its pitch should rise a little more than
an octave above its normal sound when
idling.

There you have it in a nutshell and
hoping it is useful information for those
who are willing to take the task on

having this type of carburetor on their
British Classic.

Ed Taccone

visit our website at www.headwatersbritishcarclub.org
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Message from Peter Pontsa - It was an honour to serve as your President

It seems just a few months ago, that
British Driven was launched and that
Angela was asking me to write an article
for the first issue.

I had just taken over the reins from our
Club Co-Founder and Past President,
Norm Redpath. I remember thinking
at the time, wow, two years ahead of
me as our Club’s President. What will I

accomplish?

Well, let me tell you, those two years
flew by quite swiftly! It was such an
honour to work with the Executive
members; I cannot imagine working
with a finer team, and together we
accomplished a lot of great things for
our Club.

The first year of my tenure, we
streamlined our By-Laws, Procedures
and Guidelines significantly.

During this past year, Norm Redpath
approached our Executive Committee
with recommendations to simplify
our Elections Process and reduce the
amount of time required to complete it.

At the AGM earlier this month, you
gave your Executive Committee your
approval and the new By-Laws are
now in effect. We will now be holding
Elections every two years, which will
make for a more efficiently run Executive
Committee. One of the first tasks for
the newly elected Executive will be to
modify the Elections Procedures.

I would like to thank everybody
who supported me in the Position of
President. Over the last two years, 1
have had a chance to get to know many
of you and I will continue to do so in
the future. I will still be involved on

the Executive in the position of Past
President.

I would like to congratulate and thank
Ed Taccone for becoming our new
President. I cannot think of a better
individual to lead our Club into the
future and I am confident that he
and the new Executive Committee will
continue to make excellent decisions on

your behalf.

Finally, as the Christmas Season is fast
approaching, I would like to wish you
and your families, a wonderful holiday
and a happy and healthy New Year.

Lets hope for a milder winter than
the last two years, so that we can get
our beloved Little British Cars out of
storage early!

Sincerely, Peter T. Pontsa

Okay Car Buffs... What Type of Car is This? The Answer is... a 1936 Stout Scarab!

For our October issue Bill Mason sent
us intriuging photos of a car for us to

identify, that looks like one of the first
mini vans!

Dorien Berteletti, Kimberly Evans and
Ed Taccone all identified the car as a
1936 Stout Scarab with a Ford V8 side
valve/flat head in it.

This is indeed an interesting vehicle.
A little research on Wikepedia tells
us that the the Stout Scarab was a
U.S. automobile designed by William
Bushnell Stout. It was manufactured
by Stout Engineering Laboratories and
later by Stout Motor Car Company of
Detroit, Michigan.

The Stout Scarab is considered by some
people to be the world’s first production
minivan.

When it was first introduced, it was
extremely unique and for the 1930’s
did not show a trace of the buggy and
carrraige days in its design.

In fact, it reseembled more of an airplane
than a car. This was because William
B. Stout as chief engineer of Packard’s
aircraft division during World War I.

The 90 horsepower Ford flathead V8
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was mounted in the rear
providing lots of room to
accommodate passengers

a 1936 Stout Scarab
which so many families rely today.

If you have any mystery vehicles for us
to identify, dont hesitate to send your
submissions in to:

newsletter@headwatersbritishcarclub.org

Neil Mathieson, cra, FIcB

inside. 168 Broadway, Orangeville,
Ontario LW 1K3
There are only five of 519-942-2880

these vehciles left today,
but undoubtedly, the
design and concept was
way ahead of its time,

3045 Southcreek Road, #27
Mississauga, ON L4X 2X6
905-206-0004

Making Life Less Taxing

eventually leading the way
to the trusty minivan upon

Neil Mathieson, Chartered Professional Accountant (CPA)
Fellow of the Institute of Canadian Bankers (FICB)

visit our website at www.headwatersbritishcarclub.org
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The Tale of the Little Red Rocket sy Linda Lockyer

Once upon a time there lived a
young girl who fell in love, not with
the boy down the street, but with his
car —ared MG TD. She determined
that one day she would own a car just
like his. She worked and she saved
until she had over $1,000. in her
bank account.

The parents of this young girl loved
her very much for she was their

only child. And when it came time
for her to spread her wings and fly
off to university, they were sad. So
they hatched a plan. Perhaps if they
helped her buy the car, she would
attend the University of Toronto and
continue to live at home.

So off they went, the girl and her
father, to find not just any car, but
an MG TD, preferably red of course.
They visited used car showrooms and
answered many advertisements, but
nowhere could they find a car which
the father considered safe enough for
his little girl to drive.

Finally it seemed that there was only
one option left...they would have to
buy a new car, the racey, streamlined

Model A, red of course.

You can imagine how the girl’s
friends envied her. Although just a
two-seater, often three or four extras
would pile in for a trip to the local
Dairy Queen. Affectionately dubbed
the “Little Red Rocket”, it safely
transported the girl and her friends
through Toronto traffic to university
every day.

The girl washed and polished her car
on week-ends and learned how to
change the oil or a tire. One cold,
dark and rainy winter night, she and
her car were forced to drive through
a huge puddle of melted snow and
water. It was too much for the Little
Red Rocket whose engine coughed
and died. The girl and her father
knew they had to find a solution to
this problem, and they did, fitting
rubber gloves over the spark plugs

to keep them dry. And the girl never
had to be rescued from puddles

again.

Linda Lockyer and her Little Red Rocket

In due time, as in all fairy tales,

the girl met Prince Charming and
traded her city life for the pleasures
of Caledon. The Little Red Rocket
learned to manipulate gravel roads,
and never once failed to deliver its
passenger home safely, despite fog
and ice and drifts of blowing snow.

And then along came the babies...
and who can fit diaper bags, car-
seats and groceries into a two-seater
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roadster? 'The Little Red Rocket

was replaced by a woody wagon and
relegated to the driving shed where it
sat ignored and unneeded, gathering
dust and quietly rusting away.

But this is not the end of the story.
The girl and Prince Charming (whose
name was Tom) had been happily
married for twenty-five years, and
Tom wanted to give the girl a special
gift, and he knew exactly what he
would do. He would restore the
Little Red Rocket to its former glory!

Many months and mechanical
adventures later, the Little Red
Rocket was on the road again,
looking better than new. Tom was
proud and the girl was ecstatic. The
babies, now grown up, whined that
they should drive the car, but the girl
steadfastly refused. Touring in the
car was a pleasure reserved for the girl
and her Prince.

Many years have passed since those
happy times and the girl now lives
alone with her car. She is an old
lady now with white hair and creaky
joints.

She no longer vaults into her car, but
slowly and carefully eases into the
seat. But once behind the wheel of
the Little Red Rocket the old lady
becomes eighteen again, and she can
often be seen touring up and down
the backroads of Dufferin County
with her friends in the Headwaters

British Car Club.
Linda Lockyer

If you are thinking of holding a monthly BBQ or organizing an event for our 2016
Driving Season, please contact Sandra Mason, our Events Coordinator.

Don’t Miss our Last Event of the Year - our Christmas Party!

Wednesday, December 2nd, 2015
Christmas Dinner
The Mill Street Pub,

25 Mill Street, Orangeville, ON LW 2M2
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British Car Day 2015... continued from page 1
coming in and looking up old friends Jaguar XJS at forty years old this year. The Triumph Stag Club USA, under

and acquaintances.

We had about an hour and a half before
we had to be at registration so that gave
us some time to look around at some of
the magnificent British machinery and
also to look up Fred from British Auto
Sport in the vendors area. Fred had
brought me a mixture adjusting tool for
the TRG’s Stromberg carburetors, but
that is a story for another time.

This year cars celebrating anniversaries
were; MG TC - 70 years, MGA -
60 years, Triumph TR3 - 60 years,
Triumph TR3A 50 - years, MGB GT
- 50 years, and the youngest of the lot,

MG TC - one of the featured marquees

MGA - one of the featured marquees

TR3 - one of the featured marquees
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Hard to believe.

MGB GT - one of the featured marquees

Jaguar XJS - one of the featured

marquees
Examples of each were set up in a
separate display area.

The MG Car club of Toronto were
celebrating their 60th anniversary and
had set up a special display to celebrate

MG Car Club Display

this milestone in support of the MG
marque.

Another celebration this year was for
the Triumph Stag. It had been forty
five years since the first Stag rolled off
the assembly line at the Canley plant in
Coventry.
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its Canadian director Tony Fox and
Chris Holbrook from Michigan, had
hoped to have forty five Stags present in
celebration of this 45th anniversary but
fell a few short of their goal. I am not
sure of the exact number present but the
noble Stag was well represented by cars
from the United States and Canada.

Awards were given for the top three of
each of the marque classifications based
on popular choice by the participants.

The only judged car was the one selected
as Best of Show. The winner this year

1950 Jaguar Mark V - Best of Show

was a 1950 Jaguar Mark V drop head

coupe owned by Julien Brosseau.

In all there were 1095 British sports
cars, saloons, commercial vehicles and
motorcycles which came through the
gate.

British Car Day, which is a registered
trade mark of the Toronto Triumph
Club, is in all likelihood the largest

single day event of its kind in Canada.

The date is set for the 33rd BCD
next year. Sunday September 18, 2016.
Hope you can all make it.

Ron Pincoe

visit our website at www.headwatersbritishcarclub.org
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Dorien and Anne’s Most Excellent Travel Adventure 5y Dorien Berteletti

As some of you remember we were
travelling in Europe for a month and
had some good/funny experiences
and in 5,000 Km burnt out one tail
light bulb, close to home, and no oil
consumption in our 26 year old car!

Left our home in Italy using the Fiat
since Anne felt it would be more
practical than our 2 seater Lancia...what
a strange concept!

Anne is Serious

Anyway crossed in to France using the
Mt. Blanc tunnel and up to Paris. Did
the usual tourist things and managed
a very fast lap around the Arc de
Triomphe with all the Parisian traffic
converging on the same spot....well
worth it!

LArc de Triomphe

On to the coast and the Ferry...casy
crossing but it was at night so not
much to see. English breakfast served

on board included fried bread and

tomatoes....oh what fun.

Saw some strange cars at the border
exiting the Ferry in to England...see
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Leaving France

Strange Car

Burford

picture, and Burford a Cotswold town I
spent a lot of time in years ago.

I was quite amused by the $100 parking
ticket I got in Oxford. Nicely glued to

the windshield with special glue so you
can remove it with no marks on the
glass, all in a waterproof bag!

Note that they offer a 50% discount
for prompt payment and there were
various ways you can challenge it all in
court...of course with Canadian plates
I was not going to be paying, but I was
amused that they would even try!

In England everything is twice what it is
elsewhere cost wise and chips ( French
fries) served with everything!

Food wise Scotland was no better....
see picture of Anne on Hadrians wall

Looking for Food on Hadrian’s Wall

looking for a decent restaurant LOL.
Actually it got much better at my
cousin’s house later that day.

Stopped in Newcastle, a fantastic City,
visited friends and “Turbinia”. Having
spent time researching the history of
this vessel and having built a working
RC model it was great to visit the real
thing.

Picked up Bristol and Rolls Royce parts
and back to France on an early morning
crossing. Hung out in Brittany for a
bit...very much at home there and were
planning our way home via the coast.

Saw the French news and all the floods
they were having so took the long way
back to Italy.

Opverall a great trip and the weather was
unusually good in England

Back in Canada just in time to vote......

Dovien Berteletti

visit our website at www.headwatersbritishcarclub.org
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Ask Ed... consinued from page 1

Why do vehicles have TPMS? To help
drivers recognize the tire pressure safety
and maintenance, congress passed the
TREAD act, which requires most
vehicles made after 2006 to be TPMS
equipped. So, how does TPMS work?

There are two different types of systems
being used today: Direct TPMS and
Indirect TPMS.

Direct TPMS uses a sensor in the wheel
to measure air pressure in each tire.
When air pressure drops 25% below
the manufacturer’s recommended
level, the sensor transmits that
information to your cars computer
system, which triggers the dashboard
indicator light.

Indirect TPMS works with your
vehicle’s Anti Lock Braking System’s
(ABS) wheel speed sensors. If a tire’s
pressure is low, it will roll at a different
wheel speed than the other tires.
This information is detected by your
vehicle’s computer system, which

triggers the dashboard indicator light.

Lastly, the benefits of TPMS is it
notifies you when your vehicle’s
tire pressure is low or going flat.
By helping you maintain proper tire
pressure, TPMS can increase your
safety on the road by improving your
vehicle’s handling, decreasing the tire
wear, reducing braking distance and
bettering fuel economy.

Q2: Ron Post from Gravenhurst
asks, What's with such big tire sizes?

A2:  Well Ron, it was puzzling to
me as well, especially having driven
vehicles in the early days with 13, 14
and 15 inch tires.

From what I have learned over the
last few years, is that larger wheels and
tires have taken over the fast lane, from
street racing to showroom. Tire wheel
sized 16 to 18 inch are common place
on new vehicles leaving the factory.
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Older cars still on the road today came
equipped with 14 and 15 inch tires.
The big wheeled look has also grown
into a significant aftermarket business
for tire dealers as drivers increase wheel
diameter anywhere from 1 to 8 inches
or more beyond the originals known
as plus sizing.

Style is fuelling most of that growth.
But retailers also point to more
cornering grip and cornering. The

larger the wheel, the shorter the tire”s
sidewall and the wider it’s tread must
be to maintain the same outside
diameter and prevent reducing the
tire’s load carrying capacity.

The shorter and wider the tire, the
better handling and cornering grip.
Some plus size wheels and tires live up
to their image.

Tests of plus one, plus two, and plus
three wheels with common model tires
show that increasing wheel diameter
one inch or one plus size offers the
greatest benefit in overall performance.

After that, youre likely to pay for
small gains in grip and handling
with big losses in car ride comfort,
hydroplaning resistance, and snow
traction. Not to mention the extra
cost than what you bargained for.
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Q3: He may not remember but
our outgoing President Peter Pontsa
asked me not too long ago at one of
our venues,

What did you think of our Car Club

so far this year?

I did not get a chance to answer as
I was interrupted and later forgot
to renew our conversation. So here
goes, Peter in my estimation for me
it has been a fulfilling and rewarding
experience.

[ am thrilled to have met new
members and their active roll with
our Car Club. There is a sense of
fulfillment personally being able to
help raise money for Choices Youth
along with the hard work from our
other members who jumped in to
help make the possible undertaking

a SUCCEsS.

Sandra and I actually looked forward
to attend our car runs, barbecues, and
funkhana. My hat goes out to those
volunteers who made it possible,
knowing the amount of hours that
go into making these venues happen,
at the same time I cannot forget the
members that fill those chairs at our
venues.

I enjoyed my involvement with our
caring and hard working executive
committee making this a very vibrant
car club.

Lastly Peter, I have to thank you for
your hard work; under your guidance,
our By-Laws and Procedures have
been streamlined. The will to take
action is quite something in itself and
the results speak for themselves, and
the appreciation from our members is
quite evident.

You can see it within our Car Club
camaraderie. I don't have to guess that
the overall consensus is “Thank You”
for leading us. And that my fellow
members ends “ ASK ED”.

visit our website at www.headwatersbritishcarclub.org
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The Sponsors’ Corner

VEHICLE STORAGE FrOM OCTOBER
I1STH TO MAY 1ST, 2016
BEroRE You KNow IT!

THE ToAD WiLL BE BACK!

THE PAST GLORIES OF ToAD HoLLow!
IT'S A PERPETUAL GARAGE SALF!
VINTAGE ToYS, GAMES & COLLECTIBLES
ANTIQUE FURNITURE
VICTORIAN ARCHITECTURAL PIECES
By Chance or Appointment Only!
Call David Maguire at 519-216-0138

* located at the rear of 55 Townline, Orangeville

David Maguire, Sales Representative
Serving Your Real Estate Needs in
Dufferin County Since 1984

Business: 519.941.5151 or 905.450.3355
E-mail: dmaguire@royallepage.ca

visit me at www.dmaguire.ca
Toll Free: 1.800.268.2455 * Cell: 519.216.0138

RCR Realty, Brokerage

Independently Owned & Operated

$100.00 per annum for 1/4 page ad
specs required are 4.0” x 4.5”
$50.00 per annum for business card size
specs required are 3.5" x 2"
Sponsor to provide high resolution artwork in jpg, tiff, indd or pdf format. * a minimum of 10 issues per year will be published.
To arrange to have your advertisement placed here, please contact Jean-Louis Valade at www.headwatersbritishcarclub.org
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