
My Big Fat Greek 
Adventure by Peter Pontsa

It’s been said that life is filled with 
mysterious events. Years ago we 
visited the Netherlands to see where 
Angela’s parents came from. This 
year it was my opportunity. That’s 
because my sister Liz convinced me 
that it was high time we take the 
pilgrimage to our mother’s home 
and meet up with our relatives. 
We met in Thessaloniki, Greece’s 
second largest city and culinary 
Mecca. Our intentions were first 
                    continued on page 2  

I’d like to share the story about how I 
became a proud owner of my “cat” the 
Jaguar. I will begin the recollection, by 
venturing off to the time when I was 
growing up as a teen to a young adult. 
Growing up in the sixties was an exciting 
time, rebellious, 
groovy chicks, 
and of course 
my favorite 
muscle cars 
pulling up at 
the A&W. 
That’s when 
I started my 
passion for cars, 
particularly the 
older classic models. My older brothers 
had a few o which I was envious. I loved 
working on cars, driving them, learning 
about different models and dreaming to 
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Well it was bound to happen. Let me 
explain my comment. For the first time 
in 42 years, the 
Ontario Ministry 
of Transport 
(M.O.T.) is 
revising the 
standards that a 
used vehicle must 
meet in order to 
pass the Province’s 
safety inspection 
and be considered 
roadworthy. 
The new requirements which affect 
every aspect of the vehicle inspection 
process, go into effect July 1, 2016.
The passenger/light vehicle Inspection 
Standard, otherwise known as 
Regulation 611 under the Ontario 

Highway Traffic Act (HTA), sets out 
which of a vehicle’s components and 

systems must be 
checked, and 
what condition 
they must be 
in, for a vehicle 
to be declared 
roadworthy. 
The new rules 
will amend all ten 
existing sections 
of Regulation 
611 (powertrain, 

suspension, brakes, steering, 
instruments/auxiliary equipment, 
lamps, electrical, body, tires and wheels, 
and coupling devices), and add a road 
test, during which a technician should                             

continued on page 3
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Black Beauty by Fern Taccone
one day collect some. 
You know we all keep saying we have a 
dream, and I for one am a big believer 
that dreams can come true.  
One of my older brothers, Ed, as 

you all may know 
as the Prez of the 
Headwaters British 
Car Club, had the 
passion of collecting 
cars first. 
When I moved 
up to Caledon on 
property next to his, 
he was restoring a 
1939 Nash and from 

there he became an avid collector, and 
he had amassed up to around 28 classic 

continued on page 4
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My Big Fat Greek Adventure continued from page 1
see some archeological sites and then 
spend quality time with relatives. 

Angela and I explored ancient sites, 
old churches, museums and also 
enjoyed Greek cuisine while listening 
to bouzouki music.

The Greek churches have a tradition 
where you write down the names of 
the departed on a sheet of paper, light 
a candle and the priest will pray for 
them. We lit candles in memory to 
our fallen Club members, Donald 
Gordon, Mark Hill, Ron Pincoe and 
Ken Stahl.
The next day we used the GPS unit 
to get out of the city and onto the 
highway. It had some sort of time 
delay, so we made three attempts 
before we succeeded. We had a very 
picturesque journey to Vergina (Agea) 
the first ancient city of Macedonia 
where we visited the museum and 
tomb of King Phillip II, father of 

Alexander the Great. Then we headed 
to Florina to my mother’s home town. 
We made our way to Kontosoros a 
boutique hotel in the village of Xino 
Nero. 
This is in the heart of wine country 
with its beautiful rugged mountain 
landscapes and stunning lakes. We 
spent the next several days exploring 
and visiting relatives. My uncle is 90 
and my aunt is 84, both healthy and 
sound of mind.  
They spend their golden years at the 
vineyards he bought back in 1953. 
My cousins are fine but sad about the 
country’s economic plight. 
One of our discoveries is that there is 
an extensive wine history in the region. 
Vines arrived in Macedonia between 
4000 and 3500 BC. In 800 BC the 
Greeks introduced wine making to 
the Italians and later in France and 
Spain. In 700 BC wine legislation 
and appellations were introduced. 
Ulysses, the hero in Homer’s epic 
poem cautions that wine can lead even 
the wisest man to frivolous behavior 
such as excessive laughter, dancing, 
and speaking out of turn. 
In spite of that warning we decided 
to visit Alpha Estates Winery, but got 
lost in a town called Amynteo. So we 
asked a gentleman for directions. He 
jumped in to his pickup truck and 
said follow me. That was great Greek 
kindness. 

We toured the winery, tasted 
countless varieties with very little 
disappointment. The winery is state of 
the art and won 2013 Winery of the 
year which was selected by Wine and 

Spirits Magazine. Axia a 50% mix of 
Syrah and Xinomavro was awarded 91 
points by Robert Parker wine advocate. 
Personally we have enjoyed it and for 
the adventuresome winelovers, it is 
available at the LCBO.
Back at Kontosoros restaurant we 
were struggling to communicate with 
our waitress, trying to change our 
breakfast menu. Frankly, they were 
serving us too much food. Later in the 
next room I heard her talking in the 
Macedonian dialect with which I grew 
up. I got her attention immediately 
after uttering a few words. I had not 
spoken it since my mother passed. We 
got along famously after that! 
My cousin Andreaus decided that we 
should visit Bitola in The Republic of 
Macedonia across the Greek border. 
This is where I saw our first antique 
car. It was a Renault 4 TL circa 1970’s. 
Very boxy and utilitarian. 

Our next leg 
of the trip took 
us to Athens to 
the south where 
there was a strike 
going on and we 
were only able 
to complete half 
our tour. We did 
see the changing 
of the guard. The 

Evones unit is Greece’s Presidential 
Guard and guards the tomb of the 
Unknown Soldier. Their uniforms are 
quite colorful with tassels from their 
hats and pomps on their red clogs.   

continued on page 6 
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Classics and Antiques Affected By NEW Ministry of Transporation Rules! cont’d from page 1

note, among other things, the presence 
of warning lights and proper function 
of the odometer and the vehicle’s 
various mechanical systems. 
Now this is all fine and good, but are 
today’s vehicle repair technicians taught 
to work on Classics and Antiques? My 
guess is unless present day technicians 
are familiar with all aspects of Classics 
and Antiques regardless of year Model 
and Make we may have a problem. 
I must add us Senior Mechanics that 
had the pleasure of having toiled in 
the field of repairing the wonderful era 
of what we present day Neanderthals 
deem Classics and Antiques are very 
scarce. 
My thinking some owners of Antiques 
and Classics are more versed at working 
on these Historical Vehicles than our 
present day Technician. Just take a 
1956 Rolls Royce, or Jaguar E Type, 
or an Allard to any Vehicle Inspection 
Station and see the reaction. 
By no means am I being hard on 
present day mechanics, at the end of 
the day it’s what they are working on 
a daily basis and it is not what I just 
mentioned or a Simca, Riley, or excuse 
me a Triumph. 
Sorry, getting back to a legislation 
that was poorly thought of in regards 
to Classics and Antiques that some 
parts are harder to find than a liver 
transplant. And let me tell you 
there better be more livers available 
because this is going to drive a lot 
Car Collectors to actively participate 
in heavy alcohol consumption and 
resulting in a disturbing burden on 
our Health System. 
Here’s an overview of the major 
changes to items such as the gas pedal, 
engine and transmission mounts, gear 
shifter and position indicator, drive 
belt pulleys, and fuel system. 

There’s also a timely new requirement 
related to hybrid and electric 
drivetrains, Tires will be subject to a 
deeper minimum tread depth, and 
tires will fail a Safety Inspection if 
“any single point on the tread is below 
minimum.” 
Requirements for structural integrity 
will be much more stringent, “to deal 
with a loss of structural integrity of 
cab, cargo, or passenger body, frame or 
sub- frame, tailgate, bumper, seats and 
seat belts due to specified weaknesses, 
deficiencies, damage, seizure, wear, 
loss of components or material or 
improper repair procedures. 
“All door latches, handles, and 
hinges will be subject to more 
rigorous inspection, and all occupant 
protection systems (including airbags 
and seatbelt pre-tensioners, in cars 
so equipped) must be tested “via the 
telltale diagnostic lamp. ”
A car or light truck’s suspension will 
have to meet new standards for ride 
height, bushings, and shock strut 
performance, and there are revised 
rules for measuring brake lining 
thickness and ensuring that anti-lock 
(ABS) and in vehicles on or after 
September1, 2011 – stability control 
(ESC) systems work properly. 
The steering system also comes 
under increased scrutiny, with new 
requirements for components such 
as strut bearings and tilt/telescopic 
steering column hardware 
In the lighting department, LED 
(light emitting diode) brake lights and 
turn indicators which are becoming 
increasingly common will need to 
meet a standard for the number of 
diodes (many automotive LED lights 
are made up of a large number of 
individual diodes) that must light up. 
As well, there are updated rules for 

vehicle wiring, plus other components 
such as the horn, speedometer, and 
windshield wipers.
This new procedure may add a 
good 50 to 75 percent to the cost 
of a safety inspection, but Ontario 
Ministry of Transport doesn’t set out 
a recommended fee for the current 
safety certificate. 
My guess is repair shops could 
comfortably charge $110 to $120 for 
the more intensive Safety Inspection 
coming into effect July 1, 2016. 
I’m afraid this new process will affect 
Classic and Antique Vehicles as well. 
The Ministry of Transportation has 
published a summary of the changes 
to its inspection standard, and you can 
view it in detail by visiting,
http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/
trucks/motor-vehicle-inspection-
stations.shtml#passenger
Tags: Ontario, regulation, safety, 
selling, used cars, used vehicle. 
Now like most of you I say to myself 
well I don’t have to worry since I’m 
not selling. 

What about 
buying one to 
restore and than 
you need to get it 
safety Inspected? 
That is left to be 
seen of course. 
What’s next? 
Perhaps a yearly 
Safety Inspection 
for our Classics 
and Antiques? 
I have to end 
here now, I have 

to go to nearest LCBO to replenish.
Ed Taccone 

http://www.headwatersbritishcarclub.org
http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/trucks/motor-vehicle-inspection-stations.shtml#passenger
http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/trucks/motor-vehicle-inspection-stations.shtml#passenger
http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/trucks/motor-vehicle-inspection-stations.shtml#passenger


Page 4 HBCC Newsletter    June 2016  visit our website at www.headwatersbritishcarclub.org

June 2016HBCC Newsletter

ALL BRITISH CLASSIC AND ANTIQUE CAR SHOW 
HOSTED BY THE HEADWATERS BRITISH CAR CLUB!
SAT. JUNE 11/2016, 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

HELD AT CALEDON AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY FAIRGROUNDS 
ADDRESS: 18927 HURONTARIO (HWY10) , CALEDON VILLAGE ON. L7K OX7

EVENT START TIME: 10AM. to 3PM.
EVENT THEME: Raising hope for Family Transition Place.
REGISTRATION: Show Car area (open at 9AM).
FEE: $5.00 per car. (Proceeds to Family Transition Place Orangeville).
PARKING:On grass (Western Horse Show Ring).Car and driver will be directed to parking area.
ENTRY TO FAIRGROUNDS: Free For Show Car, Driver, and one other occupant only.
JUDGING: Peoples choice.
TROPHIES: Best of show, 2nd. runner up, 3rd. runner up, President’s and Teen choice.
PRIZES: Door prizes plus Raffle for great prizes and 50/50 draw.
GAMES: Piston Toss and Hole in One. (Trophies for the Grand Champions).
AWARDS: To be held at 2PM. Food and entertainment all day (on Fairgrounds).
DINNER: Barbecued Chicken at 4PM. 
* Tickets available on Fairgrounds at the Secretary’s Booth (first come basis).

Black Beauty continued from page 1
classic and antique cars. Seeing his 
inspiring collection made me want 
to start my own and Ed helped me 
achieve that dream.
For me it started with a classic 
American car, a bright red 1969 
Corvette Stingray convertible. I was 
really into the muscle cars with their 
power and speed. Though this wasn’t 
my black beauty, she is the one that 
started it all. She had caught my eye at 
my brother’s place and I knew I had to 
have this car. Now Ed had a particular 
attachment to this vehicle as he had 
taken care of her mechanical work 
for years, but with some determined 
persuasion I convinced my brother to 
sell her to me and the rest is history. 
Years went by, Ed, always jumping 
on possible car opportunities, heard 
through a friend from work that 
someone he knew was selling some 
Jaguars. It was an estate sale and my 
brother asked me to come check it 
out. Now I thought I would just join 
him for curiosity sake, with no real 

intentions to buy. When we got there, 
there were a few older Jags available 
and one in particular caught my eye, 
a 1996 Jaguar Vanden Plas, and she 
was a beauty. She wasn’t too old, nor 
to new, but she was a perfect example 
of British car elegance that I could 
get my hands on. Suddenly I became 
really interested in buying the Black 
Beauty. I approached the Mother of 
the previous owner who was handling 
the Estate. The lady wasn’t familiar 
with cars so she wanted a little time to 
look at my offer and get back to me. 
I didn’t end up hearing from her so 
I figured the car was gone. However, 
I always had her in the back of my 
mind. I wondered what happened, I 
would have loved to have been cruising 
in that luxury vehicle, with her wood 
dash panel and gorgeous leather seats 
and that big black silver cat on her 
hood. 
A short time later, low and behold, 
one day the Black Beauty was sitting 
on Ed’s driveway. What was she doing 
there? I thought to myself perhaps 

that son of a gun was continuing to 
negotiate without my knowledge after 
all. “I just had to have her”.  He never 
let on he bought all three Jags as a 
package deal. I again convinced him 
to sell the Black Beauty to me and 
he accepted of course, she was meant 
for me. Now I could go on and on 
particularly about the Cat, or cars in 
general, or my clever older brother, 
but I will close out by saying the moral 
of this story is dreams do come true 
especially if you believe you can achieve 
it. I am the proud owner of some 
fantastic classic cars and one of which 
is agile, but yet a tame Black Beauty, 
“my wild cat the Jaguar”. She allowed 
me to join the Headwaters British Car 
Club and get to be in the company of 
wonderful, passionate people together 
riding our British beauties. I’ll tell 
you, I could ride all day in the smooth 
comfort and style I’ve grown to love, it 
may not look like a muscle car but it 
certainly is a classy Prowess.

            Fern Taccone 
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Spring Rallies Italian Style  by Dorien Berteletti

Had a great time in Europe during 
April/May with a lot of interesting 
travelling and also managed to enter the 
Lancia in a couple of events in Italy.

May 1st was our local car clubs Spring 
run... so to speak. 35 cars showed up on 
a damp rainy Sunday morning ready for 
our Spring rally and dining adventure. 

No car or motorcycle event takes place 
where the restaurants and bars are not 
up to par! The club events caters to all 
vintage cars. 

The drinking and driving rules are 
taken seriously and our first stop was 
at a micro brewery famous for its beer. 
Tables were set with ham, cheese and 
beer and although I did not care for the 
beer (way too strong for me) the snacks 
were great. 

The second part of the run was fast and 
quite challenging as we climbed higher 
and higher in to the lower Alps in a 
rain storm. Anne was quite happy since 
both wipers worked well and the switch 
is in the center of the dash so easily 
reached by her. I have a habit of not 
using the wipers too much as it affects 
performance!

It was also getting colder and colder 
and I could not figure out the heating 
system and I had to drive with my 
window partially open to keep the 
windows from fogging up. Eventually 
we got to our destination and there was 
about a foot of snow on the sides of

the road. We did try to figure out the 
manual whilst driving but that proved 
dangerous. Anne can’t read Italian and I 
can’t drive in a Rally and read a manual 

at the same time.

Lunch was amazing and of course all 
the tables were set with multiple carafes 
of wine. We skipped the red and went 
for the white,  the organizers being 
quite keen on happy drivers and infact 
the club is called the Jolly club and we 
most definitely were a Jolly bunch. 

The organizers had lost many of the 
rally sheets and there were issues as to 
how to award prizes. It was suggested 
that they could start with rewarding the 
driver from furthest away, so I figured 
that coming from Canada might work. 
It certainly did and I got a very nice 
trophy....we are usually in Italy in May 
and this is a regular May 1st event so I 
will see if I can pull it off again LOL.

During the lunch I was kidded as I was 
studying the owners manual to sort out 
the heating problem, but I did find the 
hot water lever.

The afternoon run was cancelled but 
our table ( 2 Mercedes and 1 Lancia) 
decided to run it anyway, and given 
we did not have to worry about check 
points, there were no average speeds to 
drive to. 

By now we had heat in the car, in fact 
it was quite cozy but the blower was 

making a terrible noise, but as long as 
were moving briskly we had a good 
airflow in to the car. 

I ended up between the two Mercedes 
cars, the convertible could not pass 
me and I could not pass the black 300 
despite getting up to some 140 kph on 
some of the straighter sections of road 
over some 70 km of back roads. The 
six of us often take part in driving and 
eating events...2 weeks before we had 
done an asparagus lunch. 

Simply put...drive were few have been 
before and have a very large lunch that 
is bread and asparagus and then find 
your way home!

Have included some pictures including 
our friends 2 Mercedes coupes we were 
travelling with and some idea of the car 
event/snow.

Back in Mono and cleaning up some of 
the ice storm damage. The Bristol 409 
should be painted any day now and the 
Rolls has developed an odd ailment.

Typically a Rolls uses a fair amount of 
gas/petrol but mine has developed a 
new approach. When you rev it up, the 
gas gauge moves slightly towards the 
full mark. On average I gain 2 galls at 
higher RPM.

On August the 27 the 1000 Island 
international rally takes place, with 
several starting points, we are using 
Cobourg as the most convenient. 
Perhaps some Headwaters members will 
join in.

        Dorien Berteletti 
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My Big Fat Greek Adventure  continued from page 2
Later we visited the Parthenon 
Museum which is situated over 3rd 
and 4th BC city sites that you can 
view through glass floors. 
While looking for a Mini Mart near 
our hotel we meandered onto a side 
street where I noticed a brush painted 
red Valiant convertible circa 1960’s. 
Next to it was a Riley and on the road 
was a battered up Jaguar XJ6. A barn 
find in Athens proper. Go figure.

Our sail around the Greek islands 
started with the cruise ship Celestyal 
Olympia. We were rather lucky as 
we were the only couple on this tour 
and we had tour guide exclusively. 
First island was Mykanos, where 
Vasiliki, our tour guide, took us to her 
husband’s restaurant for dinner. There 
was more Greek wine and cucumber, 
tomato and feta cheese salad. 
I found the islands a bit more expensive. 
Generally wine by the half liter was 
between four and five Eruos.  Still not 
bored with the food or the prices. We 
enjoyed seeing the windmills and the 
white washed houses.
On our way to Ephesus, Turkey our 
cruise ship was called upon to help 
rescue some Syrian refugees that had 
capsized. Unfortunately there were 
casualties. Knowing all is not well in 
the world, we commiserated with a 
few Americans we had befriended. 

Ephesus is a 3rd BC Greek-Roman 
city boasts some best architecture of 
its time. Angela had an opportunity 
to sing an Italian aria in the ancient 
amphitheater. This was an experience 
of a life time for her; people there 
clapped in applause, and shouted 
encore!, but we only had five minutes 
to rejoin the tour bus!

The island of Platmos was our next 
stop, were we visited the cave of John 
the Divine. The grotto is believed to 
be the place where he received his 
visions he recorded in The Book of 
Revelations.
Next day we visited the island of Crete 
and the Palace of Knossos, the home 
of the Minon King.
Our voyage took us to Santorini to see 
the blue domed churches. Our tour 
guide obtained permission from the 
captain to allow us on the bridge. I 
was photographed holding the steering 
wheel. These days the ship is fully 
computerized with auto pilot to boot.

Later at lunch the waiter sat a lady 
at our table. I looked up from my 
dolmas just in time to be introduced. 
Her name was Janet and she was from 
Florida. We were discussing numerous 
subjects and British cars came up. 

Janet told us that her husband sold his 
1963 Jaguar XKE convertible to the 
Museum of Modern Art in New York. 
Thunderstruck, “I must meet your 
husband!” I told her. 
When we landed on Santorini we 
were introduced to her husband Jerry. 
We walked around town talking Jag’s 
and finalized our meeting with dinner. 
Vassiliki found a sea side restaurant 
where we could pick out the fresh 
sea bass, shrimp and octopus for our 
dinner. We caught the last tender 
for the ship and ended up in Jerry 
and Janet’s state room for drinks. We 
were joined by a few other folks who 
were also on a religious pilgrimage. 
Jerry then gave me his copy of the 
Florida Jaguar Club newsletter. One 
of the stories was about Jerry selling 
his XKE* to the Museum and when 
the opening of the exhibition on the 
1960’s collection would begin. What’s 
also of interest is the Jerry knew some 
of people we met at Jaguar Challenge 
2011. Hopefully we will keep in touch.
The last leg of the journey was to sail 
to Athens and see the Parthenon and 
finally home. 
It’s hard to believe that five years ago 
while in New York friends took us to 
the Museum of Modern Art to see 
the Jaguar XKE. However it was not 
on display at that time. I was a little 
disappointed.
Fast forward to now, half way around 
the world on a cruise ship in the middle 
of the Aegean Sea with 500 people on 
board to be seated across from Janet 
who was talking about British cars. 
What are the odds on that? Yes life 
is really filled with mysterious events. 
Should I be buying a lotto ticket?
             Peter Pontsa 
* Note from the Editor:

Recently, Jerry Wise wrote about his Jag in 
the January / February 2016 Issue of their 
Club’s newslettter, called JagWire. Jerry 
has graciously agreed to let us reprint his 
article, and it will appear in the July 2016 
Issue of British Driven.

http://www.headwatersbritishcarclub.org
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UPCOMING EVENTS
If  you are thinking of organizing an event for our 2016 

Driving Season, please contact 
Sandra Mason, our Events Coordinator.

Saturday, June 4th, Run and Potluck Supper for the Celebration 
of Life for Ken Stahl, 
Meet: 12:45 p.m. at Community Centre in Mono Centre. 
754483 Mono Centre Road, Mono, ON L9W 5W9
Depart: 1:15 p.m. SHARP. Meet at the Mono Community
Arrive back at Community Centre: no later than 3:00 p.m.
Celebration: 4:00 p.m. / Speeches: 4:30 p.m. / Potluck: 5:00 p.m.
Evening Bonfire: Sunset (back at the Stahl’s Homestead)

Saturday, June 11, 2016. Caledon Fairgrounds: 9:00am-3:00pm.
The Second Annual HBCC  Classic and Antique Car Show. 
Proceeds to go to Family Transition Place. More details Page 4

Wednesday, July 6th, 2016 General Meeting  and BBQ
The fun begins at 2:30 pm! 
Dinner served at 6:00pm. Meeting starts at 7:00pm.
50/50 Draw $2/ticket, $5 for 3 - please have correct change.
Bring: Name badges, chairs, bug spray.
Dinner: $10 pp, please pay, with correct change, on your arrival, 
which includes pop or water, BYOB.
Location: Residence of Ed and Sandra Taccone

For Our Complete and Amazing 2016 Events visit:
http://www.headwatersbritishcarclub.org/index.php/events/

The British car driving season has only just started, but a 
couple of things have happened that make you take stock 
of what’s important.

I’ll start by relating a story from last summer, a bunch of 
us went on one of Paul Dullaerts runs, my son Vaughn 
took our M.G. Midget and we took our Jaguar. As we 
were planning to have lunch at the Mono Cliffs Inn, 
which is on the Headwaters British Car Club “patch” I 
emailed Peter Pontsa who was their President at the time 
and mentioned where we would be, and at what time.

By the time we arrived at our lunch destination, Vaughn 
was having trouble with the clutch on the Midget, and 
the general consensus was that it needed fluid. At this 
point I’m thinking, shall I try to get some fluid or just 
call the CAA. We ordered our meals and Peter and Angela 
from the HBCC, showed up to join us, I told them 
about our problem and they said not to worry, they knew 
someone literally around the corner who was sure to have 
some. We jumped in the car and as promised within 
minutes of where we were, lived Ken Stahl, who’s property 
was festooned with an assortment of British cars in 
various stages of repair. Ken was the sort of chap that you 
instantly liked, we all chatted for a while and he showed 
us some of his projects and then in his easy going manner 
he got us some fluid which indeed sorted the problem. 

Wendy and I are part of the committee that organizes the 
British Car Council of Canada annual Toy Drive on the 
first weekend of October.
From day one we’ve had help from David Wood who has 
taken photos and put them into what really amounts to 
a story of the day, along with his humorous captions and 
observations. Then posted them on the British Saloon Car 
Club website

In February David emailed me and said that he’d just 
been diagnosed with A.L.S. and he didn’t think that he 
would be able to do as much as he usually did, but would 
try.   Probably like most of you, I didn’t really know much 
about the disease, so I “googled it” and read that most 
people live for about two to three years, and five to ten 
isn’t uncommon. In David’s case they were very wrong.

Some time ago I’d thought about writing a piece about 
the friends that we meet, both in our own club but also 
through other clubs if we care to, because there are a lot 
of really nice people out there in British Car Clubs all 
over the place and all the people that we’ve met have gone 
out of their way to make us feel welcome. 

Those original thoughts have “morphed” into what I’ve 
just written, because in March of this year Ken Stahl died 
in an accident, and in April,  David Wood succumbed to 
A.L.S.  

Making Life Less Taxing

Neil Mathieson, CPA, FICB

168 Broadway, Orangeville, 
Ontario L9W 1K3 

519-942-2880

3045 Southcreek Road, #27 
Mississauga, ON L4X 2X6 

905-206-0004

Neil Mathieson, Chartered Professional Accountant (CPA) 
Fellow of the Institute of Canadian Bankers (FICB)

The poignant part of David’s story was that we organized 
quite a large group of his friends to drive past his hospital 
room in British cars of all marques. The nurses arranged to 
have him in a ground floor room with a pull in very close to 
it. As we drove past, David, although very weak, managed 
to wave and give us a “thumbs up”, and shortly after passed 
away. 
Ken was 52, and David was 56.   Both really lovely people!!

This article wasn’t meant to be depressing, but as it says in 
the beginning, in the words made popular by Guy Lombardo 
and his Royal Canadians; Enjoy Yourself It’s Later Than You 
Think!  

Phil and Wendy Miller, 
British Saloon Car Club of Canada

Enjoy Yourself, It’s Later Than You Think!

http://www.headwatersbritishcarclub.org
http://www.headwatersbritishcarclub.org/index.php/events/


June 2016HBCC Newsletter

Page 8 HBCC Newsletter    June 2016  visit our website at www.headwatersbritishcarclub.org

The Sponsors’ Corner

RCR Realty, Brokerage 
Independently Owned & Operated

Visit Soon The Toad Soon!
 

Vehcile Storage Begins 
October 1st to May 1st, 2016,

The Past Glories Of Toad Hollow!
It's a perpetual garage sale!
    Vintage Toys, Games & Collectibles
    Antique Furniture
    Victorian Architectural Pieces
    By Chance or Appointment Only! 

Call David Maguire at 519-216-0138
* located at the rear of  55 Townline, Orangeville

David Maguire, Sales Representative
Serving Your Real Estate Needs in 

Dufferin County Since 1984

Business: 519.941.5151 or 905.450.3355
E-mail: dmaguire@royallepage.ca
visit me at www.dmaguire.ca
Toll Free: 1.800.268.2455   * Cell: 519.216.0138

$100.00 per annum for 1/4 page ad
specs required are 4.0” x 4.5”

$50.00 per annum for business card size
specs required are 3.5” x 2”

Sponsor to provide high resolution artwork in jpg, tiff, indd or pdf format. * a minimum of 10 issues per year will be published.
To arrange to have your advertisement placed here, please contact Jean-Louis Valade at www.headwatersbritishcarclub.org
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