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The Iconic Mini by Ed Taccone

An Afternoon of Song

by David Maguire

September 10th was a very special
day for my good friend Angela
van Breemen since it marked
her first full, solo concert. She
was accompanied by her mentor,
instructor and good friend, Mark
DuBois, world renowned lyric
tenor.
Mark delighted the audience,
many of whom were Headwaters
Car Club Members, when he sang
his wonderful renditions of Some
Enchanted Evening and To Dream
the Impossible Dream.
Angela and Mark also performed
several duets, and the group 		
continued on page 3
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I was eighteen years of age, and one
who constantly dreamt about cars. It
didn’t matter what make or model,
as long as it had wheels; you get the
picture.
I was at that age whence Friday nights
meant a lot. You know, drive-in
theatre, A&W, a cruise to the local
park down by the water (my favourite
was Marie Curtis Park, Long Branch).
You had
to be early
though, to
get a parking
space,
because all
the young
Stallions had
the same
thing in
mind. And that was having a drink of
beer. “Well, what did you think I was
going to say? Come on, get your mind
out of the gutter!”

part time job at the Supertest gas
station in Oakville could not sustain
the Monarch’s thirst.
Therefore it sat more often than it
moved, costing me countless study
time (reason why I stayed in school
as long as I did) and the reason why I
turned to walk-a-thons to continually
look for female acquisition.
Eventually the old Monarch was
deferred to a local
wrecking yard, at my
father’s request. I did
not weep.
I did find another set of
wheels, this time a Mini
Cooper.
It didn’t take long to fill
the passenger seat again
with brunettes, blondes,
and red heads; it felt good in the
driver’s seat again. That little Mini was
a magnet.

The fond memories of the Minis that
once were part of my very important
growing up teen years has inspired
me to do an honourable mention on
the Mini. Please forgive me if this will
seem a longer than usual newsletter
Besides the cops (police) used to patrol article. Please don’t stop here, “read
that part of the world with regularity,
on”.
and not to mention, my mother would
If you know about cars, the “MINI’
make me carry a picture of her in my
wallet. And don’t think that didn’t play is a legend; and in that legend there
is one very special type of Mini that
games with my mind.
is an even bigger legend; (and it
Anyway, as much as I loved the Mini, would not be me) but the Iconic Mini
I thought I had better get something
Cooper.
bigger. I got something bigger alright,
The original Mini which came out in
a 1958 Monarch, bigger than a
1959, remained in production for over
bedroom. Immediately I took my
40 years (that’s a lot longer than some
mother’s picture out of my wallet.
“JUST KIDDING.” This purchase of marriages last). 				
		
continued on page 2
course proved to be costly since my
I had a Mini back then and room
restriction came into effect, so my
Passenger Princess and I sat (front
bucket seats) in the Mini gazing at the
stars.
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The Iconic Mini continued from page 1
An incredible success story in the
rather unsuccessful modern British
car industry. And for most of that
time, the most exciting Mini of them
all was the Mini Cooper. That said
it must have truth to it, because the
girls I went out with thought so too.
During the 1960s (God, I had hair
then) in particular, the Mini was the
car of the stars. Mini Coopers won
the Monte Carlo Rally tours four
times in a row, from 1964 to 1967.
They also won races and other rallies
throughout the world.
Everyone, film stars, pop stars,
sports stars, Ed Taccone, wanted
a Mini preferably a Mini Cooper.
The production of Mini Coopers
ceased in the 1970s, (that’s about
the year my hair started to recede).
And it wasn’t from Sandra running
her hands through my hair). But
people kept wanting them, so the
Cooper Car Company who designed
and made Cooper engines for the

Mini sold conversion kits to change
ordinary Minis into Mini Coopers.
In the 1990s after 17 years Rover
(who then owned the Mini marque)
brought back the Mini Cooper, and
new Mini Coopers again rolled off
the production line.

new Mini, and with it a new Mini
Cooper! The new Mini Cooper was
thus launched on December 1st
2001, and within a few days of the
original batch of cars, all had been
sold! All over the world, racing teams
were desperate to get hold of one
of the new cars, and to be the first
to revive a great legend on the race
track or in rallies. And the new Mini
Cooper has played a big roll in some
recent films, such as the remake of
the “Italian Job”.

The new ordinary Mini has certainly
achieved the same commercial and
popular success as its ancestor; there
As before, they were all snapped up
are waiting lists for the new cars in
by keen buyers, proving that the
many countries, including the USA.
legend was very much still alive!
The legend of the Mini is now over
Nevertheless, when production of the fifty years old and still going strong!
old Mini came to a stop, that meant Today both John and Charles Cooper
the end of line for the original Mini are dead, but Michael Cooper, John’s
Cooper, but not for long!
son, is still in the company, helping
BMW who had taken over Rover,
had already decided to bring out a

to keep up its long reputation.
		
Ed Taccone

		

Thanks For Joining Us For An Afternoon Of Song...
This Past September 10th!
We raised $1,020.00 for Family Transition Place!
This was indeed a very exciting day, and it could not have been made possible
without the tremendous support from my instructor, and good friend
Mark DuBois*, world renowned lyric tenor.
Also, to my wonderful and special friends from the Headwaters British Car
Club, I truly appreciate all your encouragement and support.
I would like to extend a big thank you to Don Beattie, of the Mill Creek Pub
who graciously donated the space upstairs of the Pub for us to sing. The
area was large, bright and spacious and a great place to perform.
Mark DuBois was outstanding at the piano, and I, along with the audience,
was absolutely thrilled when he sang Some Enchanted Evening from South
Pacific, and Man of La Mancha’s, To Dream the Impossible Dream.
This was an amazing dream for me, and a day, I will cherish forever. My humble thanks to all for your support.
*Mark DuBois, is the owner of “Mark DuBois Productions Inc.” and “The Mark DuBois Studio Singers”
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2016 Shelburne Fall Fair Classic Car Show Winners Pictured Below

Ralph and Kimberly Evans would like to thank all of the HBCC members who
attended and showed their beautiful British automobiles.
Thanks, too, to Ed Taccone and Jean-Louis Valade for their assistance. It is always
heartwarming how supportive the HBCC members are of each other’s events.
It is a great club! :)

HBCC Member,
Peter Pontsa’s 1970 XK-E

HBCC Member,
Tom Clare’s 1966 Sunbeam Tiger

An Afternoon of Song... continued from page 1
was charmed, when they sung Love
Unspoken from The Merry Widow.
The event took place upstairs in
the Mill Creek Pub. The entire
event was a fund-raiser for Family
Transition Place here in Orangeville.
Over $1,000 was raised for this very
wonderful cause. The funds raised
will be donated at Christmas time,
along with other proceeds our Club
has collected so far this year.
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The concert was absolutely gorgeous,
the music spectacular, and everyone
enjoyed themselves tremendously.
There were nothing but rave reviews
for Angela and Mark.
I look forward to more concerts in
the future and I know Angela looks
forward to sharing her passion of
singing with friends and strangers
alike.
David Maguire
visit our website at www.headwatersbritishcarclub.org
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Monthly Wisdom: The Best of the British

UPCOMING EVENTS
If you are thinking of organizing an event for our 2016 Driving Season, please contact
Sandra Mason, our Events Coordinator.
HBCC EVENT: Annual President’s Fall Run, Saturday, October 1st, 2016. Meet: 8:45 am, Depart: 9:15 am
Location: Orangeville Mall in the parking area along Hansen
EVENT OF INTEREST: Annual BCCI Toy Drive, Sunday, October 2nd, 2016, 9:00 am to 5:00 pm
Visit the British Car Council website for more information: http://www.britishcarcouncil.ca
Location: Country Heritage Park, 8560 Tremaine Rd, http://www.countryheritagepark.com/getting-here
HBBC EVENT: Wednesday, October 5th, 2016 HBCC Pub Night and General Meeting
Arrival: 4:30 pm.
Dinner served at 6:00pm. Meeting starts at 7:00pm.
50/50 Draw $2/ticket, $5 for 3 - please have correct change.
Bring: Name badges, chairs, bug spray.
Dinner: $10 per person, please pay, with correct change, on your arrival, $1,00 pop or water, BYOB.
Location: Residence of Don and Trudy Bauman HBCC Pub Night
RSVP September 30th
HBCC EVENT: Saturday, October 15th, 2016, HBCC Ladies Only Shopping Event
11:30 am departure, meeting at the Booklore / French Press Bistro in Orangeville, on First Street
The shopping trip includes lunch at 12:00 noon sharp at the Whistle Stop, 7 Main Street, Beeton.
After lunch the group will carry on to Cookstown Antique Market and look for antiques.
Those wishing to go on to the Casino in Barrie are most welcome.
Please RSVP by Oct 3rd, 2016 so that Leah can reserve your spot.

For Complete Details of our Amazing 2016 Events visit:
http://www.headwatersbritishcarclub.org/index.php/events/
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The Sponsors’ Corner

Neil Mathieson, CPA, FICB
168 Broadway, Orangeville,
Ontario L9W 1K3
519-942-2880
3045 Southcreek Road, #27
Mississauga, ON L4X 2X6
905-206-0004

Making Life Less Taxing

Neil Mathieson, Chartered Professional Accountant (CPA)
Fellow of the Institute of Canadian Bankers (FICB)

Vehicle Storage From October
1sth to May 1st, 2016
Before You Know It!
The Toad Will Be Back!
The Past Glories Of Toad Hollow!

It's a perpetual garage sale!
Vintage Toys, Games & Collectibles
Antique Furniture
Victorian Architectural Pieces

By Chance or Appointment Only!

$100.00 per annum for 1/4 page ad
specs required are 4.0” x 4.5”
$50.00 per annum for business card size
specs required are 3.5” x 2”
Sponsor to provide high resolution artwork in jpg, tiff,
indd or pdf format. A minimum of 10 issues per year
will be published.
To arrange to have your advertisement placed here,
please contact
Jean-Louis Valade at:
www.headwatersbritishcarclub.org

Call David Maguire at 519-216-0138
* located at the rear of 55 Townline, Orangeville

David Maguire, Sales Representative
Serving Your Real Estate Needs in
Dufferin County Since 1984
Business: 519.941.5151 or 905.450.3355
E-mail: dmaguire@royallepage.ca
visit me at www.dmaguire.ca
Toll Free: 1.800.268.2455 * Cell: 519.216.0138

RCR Realty, Brokerage

Independently Owned & Operated
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