
News Update From Dorien
           by Dorien Berteletti
Well I missed last month having 
been locked up in Hospital for a 
while and once I got out I was 
told to take it easy for a few weeks 
and not to drive. That meant 
Anne did the driving but not to 
worry, I survived it.
Ok....so I fiddled with my plane 
as that does not involve lifting 
or bending and tried to be good 
plus there was no mention of not 
flying ...LOL.
The Bristol is coming along to the 
point we are out driving it locally.   
        continued on page 5
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As I sat down to begin work on this 
newsletter, I realised that this issue 
marks the third anniversary for British 
Driven! I am grateful for the great 
contributions and support from our 
authors, and 
our readers, 
these last three 
years, and it is 
very exciting 
to see that the 
momentum 
continues on 
with great 
articles. 
What I find particularly rewarding is 
that the content reflects the diverse 
nature of our Club members, and that 
we not only cover topics about our 
cars, but also what excites, inspires 
and interests us. We have enjoyed 
numerous articles on travels, antiques, 
and also shared with each other our 
grief and our cherished memories of 
those that we have lost this past year.
This issue has interesting stories from 
our Star Writers, Dorien Berteletti, 
Peter Pontsa and Ed Taccone. Ed’s 
story is particularly poignant in his 
article, Role of Women in Society.                                

It is actually a very timely article, in 
light of the fact that our charity this 
year is Family Transition Place.  
I have been very blessed to have grown 

up in a household, enjoying 
the strong support from 
both father and mother. 
Blessed yet again, with a 
wonderful husband. 
Sadly, not all women are 
fortunate to have grown up 
with strong and inspiring 
fathers, and basked in the 
support and friendship of a 

loving mate.  
I look around at the wonderful women 
and men in our Headwaters British 
Car Club, and I know that the world 
would be a much better place, if 
society were to take their example from 
the good people in our club. 
I feel overwhelmed with how truly 
blessed we are, and thank you all, for 
being who you are.
Merry Christmas and Happy New 
Year, and may you and yours be safe 
throughout 2017!

Angela van Breemen  

Christmas Message From the Editor

The Role of Women in Society by Ed Taccone
International women’s day is March 
8th every year. Would I have to wait 
until then to exercise Honourable 
mention. Shouldn’t they be 
recognized every day?  
Tell you the truth I have never had 
a problem thinking of women, and 
their role in society. 
We all know they have been greatly 
overseen in the last few decades, and 
just within recent years, women are 

coming into more perspective for 
people. 
In the early day’s women were seen 
as wives who were intended to cook, 
clean, and take care of the kids. Not 
such a large task right?  BBBZZZ  
WRONG!! The early days they were 
not allowed to vote, while men took 
care of having jobs and paying any 
bills that had to be paid.

continued on page 4
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Electrifying Jaguar by Peter Pontsa
Jaguar is just introducing their 
newest cat, which is an electric 
Formula Race Car that goes by the 
name of I Type 1. My first exposure 
to the car came in the latest issue of 
the Robb Report. Since then, the 
media have been all over this story 
for the last few months. 
Last year Jaguar headquarters 
announced that it would enter 
Formula E Racing. Established in 
2014 FIA Formula E is modeled 
after FIA Formula 1 albeit all the 
cars are electric. 
This new car establishes Jaguars 
return to Formula racing since 
bowing out a few years ago. Not 
since its turbulent days at the 24 
hours of Le Mans has the car maker 
taken a historic challenge like this. 

The I Type 1 is a collaboration and 
will be branded Panasonic Jaguar 
Racing. All cars entered in the FIA 
Formula E Race will be using the 
same chassis as the rules indicate. 
However in future this may change. 
As it is now the teams are allowed to 
design and manufacture their own 
electric power trains. By running all 
FIA Formula E teams on the same 
chassis and battery unit, the playing 
field is leveled with the emphasis on 
driver skills and the ability to deliver 
power while maintaining optimum 
battery performance. 
The I Type 1 is a powerful yet agile 
all electric car capable of accelerating 

from 0 to 60 mph (100km) in 2.9 
seconds. The I Type 1 is built to 
withstand the twisting bends and 
unpredictable surfaces of the city 
center streets circuits at speeds up 
to 140 mph (225 km). The power 
train is optimized for the ultimate 
balance of power and efficiency. 
The electric motor delivers 200 kw 
(270 bhp) and instant torque which 
will be used to regenerate energy 
during braking by returning it to the 
battery and extending the cars range.
The Team drivers are Adam Carroll 
a World Championship holder and 
Mitch Evans who won the 2012 
GP3 Series.
Jaguar is following its core strategy 
where they will build a new race 
car. In this case electric and do 
everything possible to win. The 
technology they develop would find 
its way into production platforms 
for the next generation of electric 
powered cars.
The British Car manufacturer 
was pleased to announce Lear 
Corporation will also be joining the 
team as an official Team Partner. 
The Panasonic Jaguar Racing Team 
has successfully concluded 21 days 
of testing at Donington Park, which 
included the FIA Formula E public 
test. FIA Formula E stages 14 
races across 12 world city centers 
spanning five continents, from 
Monaco to Montreal and Buenos 
Aires to Berlin. On July 29th 
and 30th Montreal is organizing 
Canada’s first ever FIA Formula E 
race in its city center. With no less 
than 2 races, the city’s roads and 
steep hills should provide a pretty 
challenging track.
I’m contemplating that a weekend in 
Montreal in July may be an exciting 
get away for two.
The first race of the season was 

held in Hong Kong on October 
9th, 2016 and resulted in Sebastian 
Buemi with Team Renault e.dams 
taking first place.  
Twenty Teams participated 
and some like Team Virgin and 
Techeetah both had accidents and 
retired and two other cars just ran 
out of energy and also had to quit. 
The Andretti Team deserves a 
mention since they came in at 5th 
and 6th place, after one their cars 
was smashed they managed to put a 
new one together in just 4 minutes.

Jaguar driver Adam Carroll came 
in 12th with an average speed of 
140 mph and Jaguars other driver 
Mitch Evans car had mechanical 
problems and had to leave the track. 
Unfortunately Jaguar’s return to 
Formula racing fell short of the 
podium but they managed to beat 
out a few teams. 

Jaguars Formula E boss James 
Barclay admits that they have a 
lot to learn and that this will be 
a learning year for the Panasonic 
Jaguar Team.
    Peter Pontsa  
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The Polar Bear Run  by Dorien Berteletti
because Sandra was with us and we 
had a GPS and he is used to Sandra 
showing him the way... that’s the 
story.
After a couple of miles I could not 
see the Jag in my mirrors and Sandra 
got a sad text message... “come back” 
showed up on her screen. My, my,  
she is being missed already!
I turned back and found the Jag 
on the side of the road... let’s see: a 
driver on crutches, a passenger on 
oxygen and a non running car equals 
a serious situation, or the basis for an 
adventure!

A quick engine diagnosis hinted that 
one bank of cylinders got their timing 
confused with the other bank. 
The compression had lost its way and 
voltage flow had reversed itself and 
with 12 cylinders, the engine timing 
could not decide who had priority. 
There was no way this Jag was going 
to run!  
Alan was starting to run low on 
oxygen, so we decide to head home 
sooner than later, so he joined me in 
the passenger seat, with Anne and 
Sandra in the back. Marlies and Ed 
stayed with the Jag waiting for CAA. 

This year’s Polar bear run was 
organized by Tom and Jean Hodgson 
with a final destination in Acton, a 
100 mile round trip for us. It proved 
to be an unusual run.
The day started out cloudy and it 
looked very much like rain but we 
still had over 20 cars ready for the 
adventure. As people started to leave 
for the run I could hear a lot of 
cranking, but no starting behind me. 
By the time I got out, the battery 
on the Mercedes 190 that Marlies 
was driving, was about to give out. 
I suggested that she and Sandra, the 
navigator, join us in the Bristol, it 
being a 4 seater.
After some hesitation they did and 
off we went, Alan and Ed ( President 
Ed on crutches) were ahead in the 
twin six Jag. They probably thought 
that their companions were behind...
they were, but not as planned. 
Interesting to be the driver in a car 
with 3 women chattering away as if I 
was not there...the things you hear!
Tried to catch up to them but the 
roads and traffic made it unsafe 
although we did get closer passing 
some Jags on the way... oh what fun!
In Acton, whilst wandering round the 
leather shop, we discussed what to 
do with the 190 back in Orangeville. 
I made a financial offer for the non 
running car but it was not accepted.
Nevertheless things were good, Anne 
bought me a pair of gloves, Bill Tully 
got a nice handbag, and Sandra 
Mason got a red scarf to match the 
E type. Others may have done well 
also?
As we left the restaurant we saw the 
weather had changed in to a lovely 
day, with a warm sun... no sign of 
rain. We were more or less on our 
own on the way home and Ed, who 
now was driving Alan’s Jag, asked 
me to lead the way. I think it was 

The drive back to Orangeville was 
uneventful although interesting, 
listening to Sandra and Anne 
discussing the route and giving me 
instructions. Alan commented very 
favourably on the way the Bristol 
ran, but then again he had two of 
his own cars “fail to proceed” in one 
day, so he had the opportunity to see 
how  other proper cars run. Even let 
him twiddle some of the switches and 
knobs on the dash. 
In Orangeville we decided to have 
a quick look at the 190 and Sandra 
could pick up her own car. Tom was 
in the parking lot and together we 
tried to get the car going but no go.
I managed to see that there was no 
spark at the plugs or coil and basically 
a contact issue in the distributor 
but did not overstay the stop as we 
needed to get  Alan home.
Got home alright but no keys to get 
in to the house. Fortunately spare 
oxygen was available in the tractor 
shed, so that was good.
After an oxygen charge,  Alan felt he 
had to urgently check out one of the 
trees on his property, so off he went; 
the problem was Anne who was 
carrying his oxygen tank had to tag 
along 6’ behind. She managed to find 
something interesting to look at in 
the opposite direction... but it was a 
funny picture!
Later Ed and Tom had a chance to 
repair/fix the distributor contacts and 
the 190 got back home under its own 
power.
So there you are...a simple little Polar 
bear run... Cell phones are a real 
saviour.
Tom and Jean, if you plan this next 
year, make it a longer run, and let’s 
see what more devilment we can get 
up to!

Dorien Berteletti   



Page 4 HBCC Newsletter    November / December 2016  visit our website at www.headwatersbritishcarclub.org

November / December 2016HBCC Newsletter

Role of Women in Society  continued for page 1

the father was not committed enough 
or not ready to be a “father”. Having 
been in the work force for many years 
I have known a few men to do that. 
Believe it or not women are faced 
with more responsibility than men 
because they are looked at like a 
“woman” a bearer of children.
It is a fact that men shouldn’t abuse 
their wives and its true, but they still 
are. Statistics indicate thousands of 
legal cases of domestic violence and 
are seen throughout the country. 
Violence against women is recognized 
as a social problem. According to the 
National Organization for Women, 
women are ten times more likely than 
men to be victimized by a partner. 
Young women, women who are 
separated, divorced or single.
Even though still today women are 
often represented in various institutes 
it is difficult to imagine that only 
90 years ago women had to fight for 
their right to vote. In many different 
ways women were regarded as second 
class. So it could be seen that the 
granting of the vote to British women 
in 1918 was a great success. Women 
have come a long way in society 
throughout time, it is very evident 

We all know that there is always 
change in this old world and soon 
enough it caught on that women 
should have a bigger role than what 
other people thought women should 
have. I feel very strongly about this 
so please excuse me if I use strong 
words in regards to the daily life of 
a woman. There fore I will continue 
this subject. After years of being 
treated as second rate citizens, women 
finally had enough and rightfully 
so, women began having strikes and 
go on marches to prove that they 
should have rights just like everyone 
else. They found discrimination like 
any other race that faced it. Women 
voiced their opinion over the last few 
years in any way possible so that they 
could reach their goal and they did.
I personally feel very proud that 
women have made vast improvements 
in their life styles in the past few 
decades from holding positions 
in Government to simple things 
like getting a job and supporting 
themselves. I must add us men have 
reaped the benefits because of it. 
We also are aware and would I be 
out of line if I mention men have a 
tendency to leave their wives due to 
the fact that they had their child and 

women today are more free to decide 
how to live their lives. Today women 
have evolved in the world of sports 
such as hockey, ball games, tennis, 
along with many other sports.
Yes, the roles of women in general 
have changed throughout the years. 
In each year more and more women 
started to care about their roles in the 
world. They realized that they can be 
just as good and as creative as men. 
They made our nation a better home, 
a better society, and a well organized 
community. It is only in our modern 
world that women have been given 
the opportunity to fully utilize their 
talent and ability. The strength of 
a woman is not measured by the 
impact that all her hardships in life 
have had on her, but the strength 
of a woman is measured by the 
extent of her refusal to allow those 
hardships to dictate to her and who 
she becomes. I take great pleasure 
by ending this article in sincerity, 
to all the women through out and 
including our women in our own 
Headwaters British Car Club…… 
“CONGRATULATIONS” you have 
come a long way.

Ed Taccone   

provincial elections and to hold 
elective office. 
In 1918, The Women’s Franchise Act 
was passed permitting all women 
citizens to vote in federal elections.
Acclaimed artist Laurie McGaw 
was commissioned by the Royal 
Canadian Mint to design a coin 
to commemorate this important 
landmark in women’s history. 
The imagery of the woman on the 
coin, shows her inserting her ballot, 
looking forward, toward a brighter 
future.

Women’s Right to Vote by Angela van Breemen
Did you know that this year marks 
the 100th anniversary of Women’s 
Rights to Vote? Nellie McClung led 
the fight for the women’s vote in 
Canada in the early 1900s.
Manitoba was McClung’s home 
province, and is the first province to 
gain the vote for women. Opposition 
leader Liberal T.C. Norris promised 
women the vote if he became Premier 
in the 1915 election. He won.
On January 28th 1916, the women 
of Manitoba became the first in the 
country to win the right to vote in 

To learn more about this award 
Canadian winning artist, and her 
amazing works, visit Laurie’s website 
at: http://lauriemcgaw.com/

Angela van Breemen   
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stocks Rolls Royce parts as well.
Speaking of Ed as you all know he 
is full of surprises. I had accidentally 
developed a system to change the oil 

on the Triumph without following 
the usual traditional way of using the 
drain plug in the sump. I was quite 
pleased with the results and Anne 
who had been with me at the time 
was impressed.
A few weeks later we were over 
visiting Ed and Sandra and Ed (who 
did not know about my Triumph 
experience) did an oil change 
following my method exactly....
how would he have known how to?  

Sandra and Anne were sitting in the 
garage and Sandra was very impressed 
especially at the speed of the oil 
change. Anne was a little more blase’ 
about it having seen the operation 
before on a smaller scale.
There will be a tech presentation over 
the winter at some point... might get 
Alan to provide one of his cars for the 
demonstration.

A few issues with the exhaust, fuel 
pumps and brakes, but generally 
every week brings us closer.
Must thank our President for the 
able assistance with the exhaust 
without whose help things would 
be at a standstill. Have attached 

pictures supplied by Ed showing his 
involvement. It’s called “Miracle on 
Mississauga Road!” Actually when I 
was in the operating room I looked 
at all the tools they had ready for me 
and got to thinking about my tools 
and the photo of  Ed’s hands and 
his own tools and wondered at the 

similarity and hoped the Surgeon had 
clean hands! They put me out at that 
point so I don’t remember anything...
they worked on me an hour longer 
than anticipated and never charged 
overtime... lucky!!
The engine in the Bristol is a Chrysler 
Poly 318 so it’s quite rare and getting 
things like exhaust manifolds is 
proving hard to find. I’m better off 
on electrics as Ken Mason stocks a 
number of Bristols spares, in fact he 

We had an interesting President’s Fall 
colour run. A gentle rain most of 
the day, so some of us came in non 
British but we were in the minority as 
most were very British and a number 
of Jags showed up.
The President came in his Presidential 
conveyance complete with sleeping 
accommodation, expanding walls 
plus all sorts of other devilment! 
Surprisingly Ed managed to keep up 
a respectable speed and led us over 
some interesting roads to the winery.
Here we were able to share food with 
our fellow members as in groups of 
4 we ate off the same plate... sort of. 
We learnt a bit about wine making 
but the buying got complicated by 
the lack of organization on the part 
of the winery, so later we congregated 
around the Presidential vehicle and 
helped Malcolm eat his Birthday 
cake!

Ed and Sandra really took care of us 
so “thank you” for your very much 
appreciated efforts.
Work on the Bristol continued...
brakes finally sorted out. When the 
master was re-sleeved at Stewarts they 
blocked off one of the backpressure 
holes and I wasted a month on that 
one alone trying to sort out why the 
brakes were not fully releasing. This 
was complicated by having a remote 
booster and initially I blamed the 
booster.        continued on page 6

Page 5 HBCC Newsletter    November / December 2016  visit our website at www.headwatersbritishcarclub.org

November / December 2016HBCC Newsletter



Page 6 HBCC Newsletter    November / December 2016  visit our website at www.headwatersbritishcarclub.org

November / December 2016HBCC Newsletter

De Shane’s runs, this one being the 
Lyndsay to Brighton run. Given 
that the Bristol 409 was due for an 
extended road test we decided this 
would be it. I had faith and the 
barest of tools with me. We used 
back-roads to get to Lindsay to join 
the group at the very civilized time 
of 11 am and arrived in time for 
coffee and doughnuts!
There were some 15 + cars 
participating and a very mixed group 
ranging from a newish Porsche, 
1963 Chev, Mini, MGB, Triumphs, 
Corvette, Cadillac, 65 Chev, VW 
beetle, and our Bristol.
Our final destination was a 
restaurant in Brighton, with a lunch 
stop in Bewdley and we followed an 
extremely circuitous route around 
Rice lake that kept us on our toes 
for some 4 hours of very enjoyable 
fast driving. We used second gear 
for much of this drive as it gives us a 
range from 20 k/h to over 110 k/h so 
quite ample and the engine is barely 
audible at this point.
I really appreciated having RHD as it 
made driving on winding back roads 
so much easier and enjoyable.
On the way home stopped for gas 
and the car would not turn over....
well I left the ignition on, popped 
the hood and shorted the starter 
by-passing the relay. 

Thermostat had been installed upside 
down by some previous owner, and 
oil issues were tracked down to the 
wrong dipstick. Lesson here...don’t 
assume you have the right dip stick in 
your engine.
The transmission kick down system 
was completely out of whack so 
spent time recalibrating it and now it 
works as designed. I expected this to 
a be fairly involved item but actually 
it all came together in 1/2 an hour! 
Sometimes you get lucky.  Somebody 
had not loved this car!

This past Thanksgiving weekend on 
Saturday, we took part in one of Bob 

Fired up immediately... well it’s 
English!
A busy weekend...on Sunday the 
Triumph club decided to have a 
1/2 day jaunt driving up to the 
escarpment...Rattlesnake hill climb 
and more. 
There were some 10 cars most with 
the tops down and it proved a good 
run. We used the 409 given that I 
plan to use it as much as possible 
before the winter sets in. It performed 
well like the day before, and other 
than a faulty temperature gauge all 
worked well. 
A nuisance as it means removing the 
dash and threading the capillary tube 
back through the firewall...there are 
worse things.  Considering I had two 
years of aggravation with getting this 
car back on the road, after some 25 
years of no use, it’s pay-back time.

Dorien Berteletti     

                    sent from my pee-see    

News Update from Dorien continued from page 5

Message from Your Executive

The HBCC was established in 2008, and in the 8 short years since then, deep, strong 
and meaningful friendships have developed. As a result, our little British Car Club has 
become not only a group of British Car Enthusiasts, but a close knit family, that shares 

one another’s griefs, triumphs and joys.

As your Headwaters British Car Executive, we would like to wish you and your 
families, a very Merry Christmas, and  a very Happy New Year.

We look forward to another great driving season in 2017!
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Monthly Wisdom: 
The Best of the British 

BCCI 5th Annual Toy Drive A Great SuccessNew Sponsor: Diane Gesualdi

http://www.dianecyrhomes.com/Home

Although the turnout was a little less due to cold and rainy 
weather, nonetheless, it was still a great day! 

There were lots of toys under the tree collected for less 
privileged kids. Attendees enjoyed coffee and donuts in 

the morning, and after a lovely scenic drive, delicious soup 
and warm buns were served. Entertainment by a skilled 

magician to top it all off. 

Many thanks to Wendy and Phil Miller, of the British 
Saloon Club for organizing this very pleasant day.

UPCOMING 
EVENTS

If  you are thinking of organizing an event for our 
2017 Driving Season, please contact 

Sandra Mason our Events Coordinator.

  Annual Christmas Party, Wednesday, 
  December 7th, 2016

   5:00 p.m., at the Mill Creek Pub

GENERAL MEETING
Wednesday January 7th, 2015 
The Royal Canadian Legion

When: 7:30 p.m.
Where: 7  John Street, Orangeville, ON

For Complete Details of our Amazing Events visit: 
http://www.headwatersbritishcarclub.org/index.

php/events/
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The Sponsors’ Corner

Making Life Less Taxing

Neil Mathieson, CPA, FICB

168 Broadway, Orangeville, 
Ontario L9W 1K3 

519-942-2880

3045 Southcreek Road, #27 
Mississauga, ON L4X 2X6 

905-206-0004

Neil Mathieson, Chartered Professional Accountant (CPA) 
Fellow of the Institute of Canadian Bankers (FICB)

$100.00 per annum for 1/4 page ad
specs required are 4.0” x 4.5”

$50.00 per annum for business card size
specs required are 3.5” x 2”

Sponsor to provide high resolution artwork in jpg, tiff, 
indd or pdf format. A minimum of 10 issues per year 

will be published.

To arrange to have your advertisement placed here, 
please contact 

Jean-Louis Valade at:
 www.headwatersbritishcarclub.org

RCR Realty, Brokerage 
Independently Owned & Operated

Vehicle Storage From October 
1sth to May 1st, 2016
Before You Know It!

The Toad Will Be Back!

The Past Glories Of Toad Hollow!
It's a perpetual garage sale!
    Vintage Toys, Games & Collectibles
    Antique Furniture
    Victorian Architectural Pieces
    By Chance or Appointment Only! 

Call David Maguire at 519-216-0138
* located at the rear of  55 Townline, Orangeville

David Maguire, Sales Representative
Serving Your Real Estate Needs in 

Dufferin County Since 1984

Business: 519.941.5151 or 905.450.3355
E-mail: dmaguire@royallepage.ca
visit me at www.dmaguire.ca
Toll Free: 1.800.268.2455   * Cell: 519.216.0138

New Sponsor: Marion Mason


