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THE Most Difficult Collectible Cars To Work On

Dorien’s News Updates
by Dorien Berteletti

Tools: In November, I bought a
four post hoist; the theory being
that it would make my car work
a lot easier.

by Ed Taccone
Remember the Polar Bear Run this
XJSC and the field trip episode that
past November and the misfortune
ensued in the November / December
edition our British Driven newsletter.
with Alan and Marlies Sands’ XJSC
12, when leaving the Red Harp
At the time, while I tried to restart
Restaurant in Acton to return home?
the engine and as it
We were
following
Dorien when
the XJSC, out
of nowhere,
had a tantrum
and refused to
restart, much
to my and Alan’s displeasure.

With increasing age, crawling
out from under cars and looking
for tools that you had forgotten,
was getting laborious and actually Dorien made mention of the
painful at times.
inappropriate action taken by the
Anne who would drop by from
time to time with a drink, heard Some Interesting Data On
me using foreign words at times, Some interesting data on Jaguars; that
very interesting car owned by Tata of
and started to discuss hoists.
India.
continued on page 3
Recently on the Rolls Royce Club
Forum that I belong to, we discussed
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Norm Geeson who worked there for
a while, posted as
follows:
“In respect of V12
saloons the product
line was mixed with a
ratio (from memory)
of no more than one
car in four to have
the V12 fitted. This
allowed extra time to
fit the V12 engine.

		

This engine fitting area was “manned”
by six to eight very petite women who

continued on page 2

Jaguars by Dorien Berteletti
were picked for having small hands.
This enabled them to reach sections of
the engine mountings not accessible
easily to normal track personnel. The
real problem was track scheduling
to slot the V12 car back into correct
track position to receive correct fixtures
down line.

https://ralphhosier.wordpress.com/2011/10/02/
de-mystifying-the-jaguar-v12/

Each of these V12 engine cars was
directed out of the mainstream track
into a special lay by area in which the
track speed was virtually zero.
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was turning over, it
sounded like it had
timing chain issues.
The XJSC got towed
back to my place,
for further trouble
shooting of the
mysterious and sudden
lack of its wanting to continue down
the road.			

If I remember
correctly these high
end V12 cars were
also coach lined,
and they were done
perfectly, with paint,
in about 60 seconds
per side by unskilled
staff.

It became a standing
joke that if you owned
a V12, you went looking for a petite
wife or if like me, you already had the
wife, you then chose the more sensible
Jaguar 3.4 twin cam.”

		

Dorien Berteletti
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The Most Difficult Collectible Cars To Work On... continued from page 1
After painstaking tests checking the
less than desirable Lucas wiring and
components that have a history of
failure, I was surprised it passed all
tests performed.
The only thing left was to check
fuel injector voltage and resistance.
Distributor cap and rotor, ignition
coils (there are two) and amplifier
etc. etc.
Now, let me just tell you, forget
haunted houses and horror movies,
if you really want a fright, the XJSC
12 cylinder can be a mechanic’s
worst nightmare. I will not go in
detail what had to be disassembled
because it would take at least
three or four more of our HBCC
Newsletters to explain, of which
half of it would be expletives even
difficult for Donald Trump’s ears.
Eventually after regaining
composure, and getting through
removing all necessary items that
would fetch a ton of money, since
they could be mistaken for abstract
sculpture, I finally had a list of parts
to perform the necessary transplants.
I made a little trip to Ken Mason’s
to pick up a few parts that he had
in stock. Ken also mentioned a little
trick to remove the two front spark
plugs avoiding having to remove the
a/c unit.

fluid” readily available for instances
like I had been confronted with. I
thought about visiting Ken again
and borrow the special tool but I
have a rule not to borrow another
mechanic’s tooling, as they are a very
personal possession.
Another trip to the cupboard to
access the special fluid to calm my
nerves. It’s like an adrenalin boost;
makes me think.
After the fluid settled and cleared
my oxygen passages I decided to cut
a 5/8 spark plug socket at ratchet
end about ¼ inch and chamfer
socket end. This in order to fit
plug insert hole since they probably
couldn’t find a slightly bigger cutter
in the machine shop to accept a
proper diameter spark plug socket.
The alien looking tool fit in under
a/c unit just enough to tediously
remove plug IA and IB. WHEW!!
After completing the necessary
repairs under the scrutiny of Oh
God!! Oh God!!, it actually fired up
and ran without bellowing smoke
like a coal fired generating station.

of any mechanic, models that we’ve
all heard about and had the pleasure
to pick up unsavoury language in
my younger days.
For example, the 1970 Citroen, to
which even Dorien Bertiletti would
have taken a sledge hammer!

By ignis - Own work, CC BY-SA 3.0,
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.
php?curid=1714849

The Citroen seemed like it had
been designed by an alien race far
more advanced than ours. Using a
Maserati V6 and a hydro pneumatic
suspension that operates at 2200 psi!
Who does that?
Oh yes, Aliens!! Doing repairs on it
entails a short visit to a psychiatrist
first “or” a lessor expensive trip to
my cupboard.

It will need further work to replace
the oxygen sensors and fuel injectors,
but we are saving that until spring. The Porsche 928 wasn’t an
unreliable car so much as it was an
After that work is completed the
XJSC will be ready to take on
another Polar Bear Run. Oh!! By the
The trick; break the porcelain
portion of the plug and use a special way did I tell you I keep special fluid
for moments like this? Just a dram
tool which Jaguar includes in the
this time not like three as previously
tool kit when you purchase one of
ingested.
these vehicles.
Unfortunately the special tool was
not to be found in the XJS. My
guess is Alan probably thought it did
not belong in the tool kit and hung
it along with his antique tool display
in his shop.
Back to the drawing board,
fortunately, I keep “relaxing nerve

Working on the XJS 12 cylinder
brought back memories of other
nightmarish episodes of repairs
on some of the most difficult cars
to work on and the reason why I
actively took refuge at Church to
confess inappropriate language.

By The Car Spy - Flickr: 1987 Porsche 928 S4, CC
BY 2.0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.
php?curid=15080112

Certain cars strike fear into the heart 		
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Dorien’s News Updates... continued from page 1
Brought it up casually three times in on the highways. Pickup trucks with
one week... amazing how women can two armed soldiers are cruising the
get their point across at times.
highways with white and blue lights
flashing.
I knew I would have to cut part of
the ceiling / floor out in the barn so
I could get a car up to full height.
The cutting went well enough with
my reciprocating saw, that I use for
all major jobs, but then I realized I
better build a railing to stop you guys
from falling in the space below when
the hoist is in the “down” position.
See how I worry about your safety.....

The first time I saw them I thought
they had me for speeding but they are
there to help motorists. We saw them
changing tires, helping the driver of
a stalled truck with engine problems
and with broken down motorcycles
in the back with the 3 bike riders also
in the back! Minivans are driven with
the side door slid all the way back to
So now with everything taken care of improve air flow in a typical 28°C
I put the Rolls on it and up she went! humid day.
That was fun....I could go up to the The downside, was that we had a
second floor and there was the car’s
KIA and this report will self destruct
upper half or walk comfortably under in 43 hours... how can I even admit
the car... so easy.
to driving one? Managed to get it
up to 150 K/H but I still had the
I did the exhaust repairs I had
odd guy ahead of me; it was hard to
planned on, they went very nicely,
compete. With Anne lifting her feet
never even got dirty. Was able to
come in for dinner without washing off the floor and turning the radio
my hands and Anne never noticed... and AC off we gained 4 km but that
was it.
this was good, LOL. The next day
I decided to have a look around and
suddenly decided that since the car
was up in the air, there was more
work I could do.

traffic on the roads. Note the racing
slicks on the back for fast deliveries!
Projects:
Started on some maintenance work
on the Bristol 409, based on a list I
had made after driving the car some
1000 + miles this fall. Tach and
water temp are way off, ( they had
been working fine) so out came the
dash and the instruments are off to
Nisonger in the USA for repair. I
will be redoing the instrument pod
as I don’t like the way the veneer is
holding up or not holding up.
Valve guide seals are being replaced
and this is how I do them:

There were some “real cars” such as
Jags and Mercedes, but few; the rest
of the traffic was Asian based.

Remove pushrods so rockers are not
engaging the valve. Flip the rockers
The pictures of the wine concentrate out of the way and crank the engine
So whilst very happy with this new
truck are fairly typical of some of the over so that particular piston is near
the bottom. I use a micro Inspection
tool, I also realize that I have no
Camera, so I can see the piston
excuse for postponing jobs that I had
moving down and I can mark the
been “leaving for another day”. So far
front pulley accordingly.
I have made my work a lot easier but
have also given myself more work to
I use a slightly stiff plastic cable that I
do. Am I winning??... time will tell.
insert in to the cylinder via the spark
Travels:

In December we spent some time in
the Dominican Republic and had a
great time especially the driving both
in the country and in the cities... lots
of fun.
Generally the roads were in very good
shape and better than many of those
in Toronto.
They have a novel army patrol system
Page 3 HBCC Newsletter January / February 2017

plug hole, and you might need up to
8’ of it... that’s how much I needed
on the V8. Crank the motor over by
hand so the piston comes up gently
until won’t go anymore. The cable
is now pressing against the cylinder
head and valves. Use your valve
remover, compress the valve spring
and remove the keepers.
		

continued on page 4
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THE Most Difficult Collectible Cars To Work On... continued from page 2

archaic, even for the 1980’s. I had
one, and on a windy day a tree
Cabin electrics were less than reliable broke and fell on it. Thank God for
(were not even made by Lucas) with miracles.
The Lotus Europa, a buddy of mine
a fuse box not much larger than a
bread loaf, wedged in the passenger briefly owned; I helped him do the
challenging maintenance on that
foot well. That’s the car that made
oddly proportioned sports car. The
me into a contortionist.
maintenance problems start with
The Maserati Bi Turbo with twin
the engine, which is not British but
turbo chargers, which direct their
actually French. To keep costs down
boosts at a carberetor, which was
Lotus used a Renault 16 engine.
Finding a head gasket for one is
unheard of.
unfortunate car of economics. The
928 was frightfully expensive.

Stranger things have happened
though, and perhaps Ken Mason
may have one in his unending
supply of British Car parts. Do you
suppose he’s alien?
By Arnaud 25 - Own work, CC BY-SA 3.0,
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.
php?curid=20934849

I saved this for last, the sixties
Mercedes Benz 600, possibly one
of the most overbuilt and over
engineered cars ever made. It was

Dorien’s News Updates... continued from page 3

In the picture you can see the valve
removal tool with the compressed
spring and the new valve seal ready
for installation.

own!

Cars as investments:

uncompromisingly designed to be
the best car in the world, without a
care for cost or ease of maintenance.
It used a complex 2176 psi hydraulic
system that controlled everything

By Stahlkocher - Own work, CC BY-SA
3.0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.
php?curid=1899889

from the power windows to the
power trunk lid to the sunroof.
When the hydraulic system starts to
go south, it can be a hellish process
to get it working again, if ever.
Nothing more to be said.
Ed Taccone
weeks wages then. Both were in nice
condition and ready for use. How
often do you need to replace a wiper
arm?

I’ve ben lucky with my cars over
the years as they increase in value so
even with a weaker $ the investment I bought the Lagonda, drove it
home and had many years of happy
is on the positive.
adventures with it.
How positive is positive? Thinking
Today my old car sells for around
back to my younger years....
$200,000.00 http://www.
Once upon a time around 1970 or carandclassic.co.uk/car/C687447
71 I was looking at some vintage
Today Gullwing Motors has
cars, having sold a couple and had
basically (my prospect did not have
money to burn...$3000
any luggage) the same car for sale;
A more popular, but questionable
It was down to 2 cars both for sale $1,250.000 US
method, is to use compressed air to
at the same Etobicoke restoration
http://www.gullwingmotorcars.
hold the valves shut but I see this as shop. One a 300 SL roadster and
com/1957-mercedes-benzdangerous. Once compressed, I had the other a 2 litre Lagonda.
300sl-c-3074.
to give each valve spring a sharp tap
A
friend
of
mine,
the
service
with a punch to release the stuck
So a difference of a $ 1M...
keepers. When doing this, there is the manager at Mercedes, scared me
interesting... never listen to experts
chance of dislodging the valve thereby away from the 300 SL due to it’s
high maintenance cost, citing inter who quote windshield wiper arm
loosing it’s air seal and dropping
prices at you! LOL
alia the cost of a windshield wiper
inside. Like many jobs there are
Dorien Berteletti
different ways to do them; to each his arm at $100, that was about a
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Monthly Wisdom:

UPCOMING
EVENTS

The Best of the British

If you are thinking of organizing an event for our
2017 Driving Season, please contact
Sandra Mason our Events Coordinator.
GENERAL MEETING
Wednesday February 1st, 2017
The Royal Canadian Legion
When: 7:30 p.m.
Where: 7 John Street, Orangeville, ON
Credit Valley Explorer Snow Train Event.
Saturday, February 4, 2017, Credit Valley Explorer
Snow Train Event. 11:30 Start.
Organizer: Leah Hill
For Complete Details of our Amazing Events visit:
http://www.headwatersbritishcarclub.org/index.
php/events/
Vehicle Storage From October
1sth to May 1st, 2016
Before You Know It!
The Toad Will Be Back!
The Past Glories Of Toad Hollow!

It's a perpetual garage sale!
Vintage Toys, Games & Collectibles
Antique Furniture
Victorian Architectural Pieces

By Chance or Appointment Only!

Call David Maguire at 519-216-0138
* located at the rear of 55 Townline, Orangeville

David Maguire, Sales Representative
Serving Your Real Estate Needs in
Dufferin County Since 1984
Business: 519.941.5151 or 905.450.3355
E-mail: dmaguire@royallepage.ca
visit me at www.dmaguire.ca
Toll Free: 1.800.268.2455 * Cell: 519.216.0138

RCR Realty, Brokerage

Independently Owned & Operated
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New Sponsor: Jean-Louis Valade

http://www.dianecyrhomes.com/Home
Neil Mathieson, CPA, FICB
168 Broadway, Orangeville,
Ontario L9W 1K3
519-942-2880
3045 Southcreek Road, #27
Mississauga, ON L4X 2X6
905-206-0004

Making Life Less Taxing

Neil Mathieson, Chartered Professional Accountant (CPA)
Fellow of the Institute of Canadian Bankers (FICB)

$100.00 per annum for 1/4 page ad; specs required are 4.0” x 4.5”
$50.00 per annum for business card size; specs required are 3.5” x 2”
Sponsor to provide high resolution artwork in jpg, tiff, indd or pdf format.
A minimum of 10 issues per year will be published.
To arrange to have your advertisement placed here, please contact the Editor at:
newsletter@headwatersbritishcarclub.org

Page 6 HBCC Newsletter January / February 2017

visit our website at www.headwatersbritishcarclub.org

