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My View: Vehicle Safety Inspections Should They
Be Repealed? By Ed Taccone
New Column!
My View!
Message from Ed Taccone,
HBCC President and regular
Columnist for British Driven:
My View will appear monthly,
starting in March. My View is
not intended to sway readers to
subjects of which I have chosen
to write, but rather, I believe
that your answers to My View
would prove rather interesting.
Please feel free to e-mail me your
own view regarding my topic.
Meanwhile enjoy the first article
of “My View”.

I am sure if an accountability
collection of studies on the
effectiveness of vehicle safety
inspections were
to be done
there would be
no conclusive
evidence that
would indicate
these programs
reduce mechanical
error car accidents.
The mandate
therefore should
be eliminated.

The problem with vehicle safety
inspections is fourfold.
First, proponents of the mandate can
provide no valid data to demonstrate
that mechanical failures are a major
contributing factor in car crash

accidents. I am sure studies assessing
this relationship have had poor
samples, conflicting results, and
failure to show a
casual relationship
between inspection
and accident
prevention.
Second, inspections
based on the age
of the car are an
inaccurate way to
measure a car’s
usage, and therefore
safety. A vehicle
rarely driven does not need a vehicle
safety inspection, while a vehicle
driven three times the annual average
may experience mechanical errors
more quickly.
		

continued on page 3
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My father was a man of modest
means. He also had seven children.
These two realities conspired to limit
his automotive choices.
So, I grew
up riding
in a 1956
Ford Ranch
Wagon, sky
blue with 3
on the tree.
In a nod to
his suppressed
sporting
desires, Dad
did spring for the optional 292
CID “Thunderbird” 4bbl. 202hp
V8 engine. Same engine as in the

Thunderbird!
In my high school years, we relocated
to Newmarket and moved in next
door to this hip couple who drove an
Austin Healey
3000 as their
daily driver.
They had two
kids that they
very safely seatbelted into
the little +2
seats. What an
awesome car!
Doug let me
wash it, once in a while.
continued on page 2
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How I Got Interested… continued from page 1
This was my first up-close and personal
experience with a British sports car.
Doug and Mary were deep into the
sport car culture. They belonged to a
local sports car club and volunteered
as race marshals with CRCA. Their
friends would drop by driving TR3s
and MGAs so I was exposed to a lot
of “exotic” machinery. One wellborn friend had an XKE that he left
in Doug’s care while he was on an
extended vacation. Meanwhile, I was
learning to drive in the family station
wagon.

1.6 litre engine was also used in the
MGA. So, in my mind it was a British
sports car. I replaced the muffler with
an MGB muffler. I didn’t go very fast
and it couldn’t corner worth a damn
but it sounded great!
The Austin was a pretty good car.
Except for that one time it rolled over
in the ditch.

I frequently baby-sat their kids
while they were off pursuing their
automotive interests. This was neat
because in addition to subscribing to
Playboy (Hey, I was fifteen!). They
also had a collection of Road & Track
and Automobile Quarterly back
issues. Mostly I drooled over the cars. After that I was mostly carless until
I finished school. During school
work terms, I lived in Oakville and
frequently stalked the Sports Cars
Unlimited car lot. That was the first
time I sat in a Lotus Elan. I was
smitten. The Elan became the car of
my dreams. I swear, it had nothing at
all to do with Emma!
A few years later while in university
I got my first British car. This was a
1962 Austin Cambridge A60 saloon.
It had a 4 speed on the floor and the

A few years later, in 1976, Gayle and
I were living in Montreal. We had
no house and no kids and no real
responsibilities. One afternoon we
went to “look” at an Elan that was
advertised in the newspaper. The

Mrs. Emma Peel*, as played by Diana Rigg in
the British Series, The Avengers.

owner took me for a test drive and
scared the “merde” out of me. I was
hooked. We bought the car and Gayle

was pleased that she helped make one
of my dreams come true.
I am the third and most faithful owner
of the yellow 1967 Elan Coupe that
we still drive.
Don Fysh
Note from Editor:
Enjoy this clip on YouTube!
https://youtu.be/kJOP9zNZ4es

Get Your British Car Out of Storage and Start Your Engines!
Spring IS Just Around the Corner!
Take the Headwater British Car Club Challenge!

Be The FIRST Member to Drive your LBC this year!
E-mail Angela the date of your drive, with a photo of you and your car to:
newsletter@headwatersbritishcarclub.org
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3RD ANNUAL HBCC ALL BRITISH CLASSIC AND ANTIQUE CAR SHOW
SAT. JUNE 10/2017, 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
$5.00 Registration, Opens at 9:00am
Awards at 2:00 p.m.
Judges choice for Best of Show, Peoples choice for 1st ,2nd, 3rd runner up. President’s and Teen Choice.
Prizes & Raffles
Food and Entertainment all day (on the Fairgrounds)
CALEDON AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY FAIRGROUNDS
ADDRESS: 18927 HURONTARIO (HWY10)
CALEDON VILLAGE ON. L7K OX7

Hosted by the Headwaters British Car Club, this third Annual event is a fundraiser for
The Lighthouse Soup Kitchen, Orangeville.
A great day is guaranteed!
For full details, visit: http://www.headwatersbritishcarclub.org
or contact Ed Taccone at info@headwatersbritishcarclub.org
My View... continued from page 1
There is no data to indicate that
periodic inspections prevent drivers
from driving an unsafe vehicle. After
all, when drivers experience faults with
their vehicles they get it looked after
especially if it affects the seriousness of
vehicle operation. Drivers are certainly
not going to wait for the next mandated
inspection. You must agree with me,
with today’s vehicle’s technological
advancement, they pretty much talk
to you when something wrong is
sensed.

to collectively spend millions of dollars hurt their business. An argument in
in inspections, given that they do not protectionism, not prudent public
policy.
prevent mechanical failures.
Fourth, mandatory inspections can
alter the behaviour of drivers so as
to negate any benefits mandated
inspections might otherwise produce.

The alleged purpose of mandatory
vehicle safety inspection is not to give
a financial advantage to auto shops,
but to provide a method of keeping
roads safe. Since I don’t think any
evidence confirms that the program
actually produces this result, it should
be eliminated.

A study of something known as the
Peltzman Effect, using NASCAR
drivers, found that, “drivers drive
more recklessly as the probability of
driver injury has fallen”. In other word In my opinion “getting more officers
the more a person thinks their car is on the road is a more effective use
Third, the cost of the inspection safe the more reckless they may drive. of those dollars than overseeing this
program substantially out weighs
safety
inspection program,” adding that drivers and not
the potential benefits. Issues such as Eliminating
cars themselves are the risk factor they
cracked glass, a burned out licence altogether would fail due to heavy should focus on. And that my friends,
plate light, or windows with too much lobbying by auto shops who would right or wrong, is my view.
tint does not justify requiring drivers argue that repealing the program would
Ed Tacccone
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Monthly Wisdom:

UPCOMING
EVENTS

The Best of the British

If you are thinking of organizing an event for our
2017 Driving Season, please contact
Sandra Mason our Events Coordinator.
St. Patrick’s Day Lunch,
Friday March 17, at Fionn MacCool’s around the
noon hour. Please respond Ed and Sandra Taccone
at sandra_ed_t@hotmail.com by March 10th, if
attending.
GENERAL MEETING
Wednesday April 5th, 2017
The Royal Canadian Legion
When: 7:30 p.m.
Where: 7 John Street, Orangeville, ON
The guest speaker for April will feature Mr. Andrew
Kohnen from Hockley Brewing Company, the topic
is local brewed beer.
Ancaster British Car Flea Market and Car Show
April 23rd, 2017
Time: Open from 9:00 to 2:30, Admission is $7.00
(Youth under 18 are free).
Ancaster Fairgrounds, at the intersection of Hwy
2&53 (Wilson St) and Hwy 52 (230 Trinity Rd).
GENERAL MEETING
Wednesday May 3rd, 2017
The Royal Canadian Legion
When: 7:30 p.m.
Where: 7 John Street, Orangeville, ON
For Complete Details of our Amazing Events visit:
http://www.headwatersbritishcarclub.org/index.
php/events/
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The Sponsors’ Corner

Vehicle Storage From October
1st to May 1st, 2017
Before You Know It!
The Toad Will Be Back!
The Past Glories Of Toad Hollow!

It's a perpetual garage sale!

Vintage Toys, Games & Collectibles
Antique Furniture
Victorian Architectural Pieces

By Chance or Appointment Only!

Call David Maguire at 519-216-0138
* located at the rear of 55 Townline, Orangeville

Neil Mathieson, CPA, FICB

David Maguire, Sales Representative
Serving Your Real Estate Needs in
Dufferin County Since 1984

168 Broadway, Orangeville,
Ontario L9W 1K3
519-942-2880
3045 Southcreek Road, #27
Mississauga, ON L4X 2X6
905-206-0004

Business: 519.941.5151 or 905.450.3355
E-mail: dmaguire@royallepage.ca
visit me at www.dmaguire.ca
Toll Free: 1.800.268.2455 * Cell: 519.216.0138

Making Life Less Taxing

Neil Mathieson, Chartered Professional Accountant (CPA)
Fellow of the Institute of Canadian Bankers (FICB)

RCR Realty, Brokerage

Independently Owned & Operated

$100.00 per annum for 1/4 page ad; specs required are 4.0” x 4.5”
$50.00 per annum for business card size; specs required are 3.5” x 2”
Sponsor to provide high resolution artwork in jpg, tiff, indd or pdf format.
A minimum of 10 issues per year will be published.
To arrange to have your advertisement placed here, please contact the Editor at:
newsletter@headwatersbritishcarclub.org
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