BRITISH DRIVEN:

June 2017
Volume 5, Issue 5

THE HBCC NEWS

A NEWSLETTER FOR THE BRITISH CAR ENTHUSIAST

The Incredible Mr. AK.
Miller, Eccentric Collector

By Angela van Breemen

Recently, HBCC Members Bill
and Marion Mason sent me
some intriguing information
about A.K. Miller, an eccentric
collector.

Alexander Kennedy Miller

and his wife, Imogene lived in
pauper like conditions on a farm
in East Orange, Vermont. Alex
died on October 23rd, 1993,
and his wife passed away a few
years later in 1996.

They seemed so poor, that

the local Church took up a
collection so that they could be
buried in the churchyard.

continued on page 4
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The Cuban Grand Prix: A Political Kidnapping

By Peter Pontsa
We knew about Castro’s politics,
we visited Che Guevara’s Tomb and
felt the historical implications of
socialism. Antique
American cars
were plentiful and
maneuvering about.
We had drinks at the
bar Ernest Hemingway
used to hang out in old
Havana.

Seeing Cuba for the first time with
my wife Angela in 2001 was a
complex combination of different,
often contradictory

factors. With that

and other influences,

we experienced a

wonderful conflict in

cultural dynamics.

We had been told to
bring small personal
hygiene products that
many families lacked.
Often we would

tip our maids and
waitresses with these
items.

On New Year’s Eve in
a Havana night club
we were immersed in
Cuban Jazz till 3AM
in the morning. Then
we spent three days

at Varadero beach

sun bathing; a good
cultural vacation.

It was an odd feeling

being there, since

as a student in high school [ still
remembered the impact of the missile
crisis of the 60s.

My View: Energy Efficiency s, £ zuccone

probably the fault of the San Andreas
Fault.

continued on page 3

As a partially responsible global
citizen I aspire to become more
energy efficient. I remember reading

You see here in
not long ago

Ontario buildings

on “Ener )
Efﬁcienq%yan dic generally stay in the

4. “E same spot.
read... “Energy
Efficiency is A California building
a must for jumping around
California doing the Locomotion

Dance routine or
even jogging slowly
must waste tons of

Buildings moving
forward”.

After reading
that I have to energy, so I can see
believe they do why efficient building

things differently in California. There, movement must be a priority.

buildings move forward and must be
designed to do so efficiently. This is

continued on page 2
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My VieW: EHEYgY EfﬁCienCY... continued from page 1

Now after pondering over this I came
to the conclusion on the fundamental
first principal of energy efficiency.
“Just stand there”.

That’s it; it most certainly would

be the answer to energy efficiency.
Minimal energy is expanded and
maximum efficiency is achieved,
should everyone and everything

just remains stationary. Humans

and buildings and all sorts of things
would be much more efficient if they
simply stood there and didnt move
around.

This theory was fortified after
spending a few days with Suzi. Yes,
Suzi. This opportunity came about
when Ralph and Kimberly Evans
asked me if I could look after their
Bouvier Suzi. Really how could I
refuse?

Suzi gets along with me and her
sense of great character identification
knows I will spoil her. You're
probably thinking by now, whar’s this
got to do with energy efficiency?

O.K. let me explain, my observations
while Suzi is sitting. What I noticed
was Suzi has acquired a special skill
and has turned energy efliciency

into an art form by staying “still”
most of the time. After a bit of
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barking, jumping around and
slobbering at breakfast time, Suzi
then automatically seeks out the
window with the most sun rays or
the sunniest part of the garden (some
people call them yards) and stretches
out in her “dead dog” post. This
minimizes her energy efficiency. Her
languid lack of locomotion makes her
a masterly energy miser.

Suzie is very good at absorbing
energy. Let me show you how much
we can learn from Suzi regarding
energy efficiency by comparing her
with solar panels. For maximum
efficiency, solar panels can be installed
on a tracker which tilts very slowly to
ensure that the panels always directly
face the sun.

In comparison, Suzi just rolls her big
belly slightly every half hour or so.
This ensures that maximum doggy
surface area is exposed to incoming
solar energy. She can even do this in
her sleep. Suzi knows that reduced
fur insulation on her belly means that
this is her most efficient body part for
heat absorption. A solar tracker has a
significant design drawback because

it is usually limited to one fixed
location whether that spot is sunny
or not. In comparison, Suzi expends
a tiny amount of dog leg energy every
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few hours to stroll to the nearest spot,
thus maximum efficiency.

Suzi has also instinctively overcome
the problem of high temperature
inefliciency. Solar panels decline

in efficiency if they exceed their
optimum operating temperature

of about 25 C. This problem was
solved by Suzi and all her fellow
canines generations ago. If she gets
too hot she simply takes a few steps
into a shadier location. Simple. No
fancy electronics required. As energy
absorbers go, dogs are ultra efficient.
Just by staying stationary with a few
efficiency adjustments now and then.

Human beings can make their

own unique contribution to energy
efhiciency through maximising energy
storage. Who needs expensive Tesla
batteries to store energy for personal
use?

Humans are already perfectly adapted
for efficient energy storage. Human
fat cells can store huge amount of
excess energy automatically. This
energy bank is always on hand 24/7,
whenever it is needed. Human fat is
cheap and easy to expand just add
pizza, no belly batteries or clumsy
chargers are needed. If you are
moving around too much and using
up your energy reserves, just fill up
the fat tank by ordering more pizza.
If you are looking for premium fuel,
try pizza with a cheese filled crust.
Mmm. Energy plus!!

Thank you Suzi for showing me the
fundamentals of “Energy Efficiency”
this past week. I believe a treat is in

order, PIZZA ANYONE?
And that's my view.

Ed Taccone

To respond to Ed’s My View, please
click on the link below:

info@headwatersbritishcarclub.org

visit our website at www.headwatersbritishcarclub.org
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The Cuban Grand Prix: A Political Kidnapping... cuimued fom page 1

What I didn’t know until much later
was that a famous car racer named
Juan Manuel Fangio was kidnapped
by Castro’s forces.

The first time I heard his name was
at the ILR Car Control School.

I was there at Mossport for track
school. Ian law was explaining Vision
Training. He was using Juan Fangio
as an example. He explained while
racing in a commanding lead Fangio
noticed the crowd was not watching
him. All eyes should have been
following the lead car. However the
spectator’s eyes were staring up and
away. Fangio immediately stepped on
the brakes; over the hill the track was
blocked by a multitude of mangled
cars. If he had not concentrated his
vision further up the track, the car’s
velocity would have forced him into
the pile up. It was a valuable lesson
that I was taught at track school.

I still use it today and it’s a great
driving method for remaining safe.

Fulgencia Batista was leading the
Cuban government after a coup
d’état in 1952. Even though his
government was corrupt and dealt
with underworld leaders, the United
States condoned it, given that it was
a stable regime and not communist.
However, there was dissension and
murder in the streets.

Fidel Castro and his supporters
wanted Batista removed at all cost.
Havana was isolated somewhat
from the politics and was an ideal
substitute for Las Vegas.

Batista organized a Formula 1 race
in 1957 to bring in Americans and
their dollars. Fangio, five times
World Champion, won and with
the enthusiasm of fans, the Cuban
Grand Prix returned in 1958. Fangio
came back to defend his title that
year. Stirling Moss, who was rated

2nd World Champion, also arrived.
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Fangio as with many others was
staying at the Hotel Lincoln in old
Havana. One evening, he was in

the foyer speaking with his friend

Alejandro de Tommaso (the man
who later built Mugusta and Pantera

automobiles), his mechanic,

manager and promoter, when he was
approached by two gunmen.

On orders from Castro, his head of
clandestine operations kidnapped
the World Champion of motorsport
to draw worldwide attention to the
revolution. Lucero and his team
hustled Fangio away at gun point.

He was held until the race was over
and was assured nothing would
happen to him. The rebels then
informed the media and it became a
sensational story around the world.
Batista’s Special Forces looked for
him to no avail.

Stirling Moss on the other hand was
guarded as he slept. Fangio accepted
his experience as an adventure, since
he was treated to steak, potatoes and
a radio to listen to the race. The day

of the race Fangio could still not
be found and after a delay of 1 1/2
hours the race was started.

The adversarial Stirling Moss and
Masten Gregory in their Ferraris took
the early lead. By the fifth lap the 3.5
mile circuit was coated with a film

of motor oil. Robert Mieres, Porsche
had a damaged oil line. At the next

Sir Stirling Moss

lap, Cuban driver Armando Garcia
Cifuentes’ yellow Ferrari lost
traction on the oil laden track and
went straight out into a group of
spectators.

More than 40 fans were hurt and
seven were killed. Moss was unaware
of the tragic incident and continued
to race Gregory’s Ferrari. The red flag
was thrust out indicating that a very
serious incident had occurred and
that all cars must proceed slowly.

At the time Gregory was ahead of
Moss well into the Start-Finish line
straight away. Moss geared into
second and passed the Finish Line
and won. Gregory was out raged.

Moss, however, was well aware of the
rules. The red flag was issued by the
track marshals and not the clerk of
the course, so it was an unauthorized
one.

It would have been impossible for
the race clerk to get there from the
Start-Finish line, his usual position.
Either one of them could have the
won the race. However Moss told
Masten to keep quiet and pool the
winnings together and then

continued on page 5
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The Incredible Mr. A.K. Miller, Eccentric Collector... coninued from page 1

This is where the story gets really
interesting! Since there were no
known heirs, the IRS seized the

property in order to collect the many
years worth of back taxes the Millers
owed.

The first thing that alerted them to
the possible value of the estate was
a cache of bearer bonds taped to the
back of a mirror.

After a thorough search of the
main barn and various sheds that
Miller had built, they discovered
an astonishing fortune in cars, gold
and silver bullion, coins and stock
certificates.

In the end, they found about 30
original Stutz motorcars, a Stanley
Steamer, a 1926 Rolls-Royce

Silver Ghost, several Franklins, a
Volkswagen Karmann Ghia (located
in the loft of the main barn) and
assorted VW Beetles. Their search
also revealed a gyrocopter (one of the
earliest helicopters) which had been
disassembled by Alex years ago.

They also discovered a huge number
of spare parts that Miller had
purchased from the Stutz company
when it closed its doors.

The three-day auction was handled
by Christie’s, and the value auctioned
off was $2.18 million!

In additon, there was $1 million in
gold bullion which was hidden in a
wood pile, about $400,000 in stock
certificates, and $75,000 in silver
bullion and coins which were found
in various safes and crawl spaces. The
collection also included typewriters,
sewing machines, spool cabinets

and a music box which was sold for

$7,040!

In 1996, the total value of the estate
was valued at about $3,655,000.00.

The A.K. Miller collection is now
known as one of the largest and
most well-known collections of Stutz
motorcars.
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So who exactly was this man who
lived so meagerly, and yet, had

amassed such a staggering fortune?

Alexander Kennedy Miller was the
only child of a wealthy New York
City stockbroker and wholesale

merchant.

His obsession for Stutz cars began
very early when he purchased his first
while still in high school.

Most of his acquisitions came from
bankruptcy auctions.

He was well educated, and attended
the Rutgers University on a
scholarship to study mechanical
engineering.

In the 1930s, he operated Miller’s
Flying Service in Montclair, New
Jersey, where he provided mail and
other delivery services by means of
an autogyro (gyrocopter). He also
provided automobile service and
repairs, and rebuilt and overhauled
airplanes.

We even have a Canadian connection

to this astonishing individual!

He was not able to participate in
World War II since he was already
considered too old. That didn’t stop
Alex! He crossed the border, and
joined the Royal Canadian Airforce,

where he rose to the rank of Captain,

and served until his retirement in

1946.

He and his wife moved to a large
farm in East Orange, Vermont to
retire. There, they began their very
humble and meagre existence in a
house with limited electricity, heating
and poor plumbing.

For some reason, he was paranoid

about tax collectors, and exchanged
all the cash he had into gold, silver
and coins, which he buried around

his property.

During his retirement years, he still
continued to collect, and was known
as a sharp trader.

From time to time he would sell
parts for cash, but his neighbours
had absolutely no idea of his wealth.
Often they would help the couple
out with charity and handouts.

Although this story is now a little
over twenty years old, it is still quite
fascinating,.

There can be no doubt that this was
one of the most significant barn finds
ever made, but I am so very curious
about what compelled such a wealthy
and well educated man to live in
such dire circumstances.

My only hope is that their marriage
of 52 years was a good one, and that
they were happy together. One thing
is for sure; they escaped neither death
nor taxes!

Angela van Breemen

Sources;

1. bups:/len.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Alexander Kennedy Miller

2. butp://barnfinds.com/greatest-barn-
find-story-ever/

3. butps://theaneshow.
wordpress.com/2014/06/13/
opening-of-king-stutz-tomb-a-
short-story-about-a-k-miller/

Click on the above links for more
interesting reading.

visit our website at www.headwatersbritishcarclub.org
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The Cuban Grand Prix: A Political Kidnapping... couiued fom page 3

split it. Otherwise organizers would
have spent years deciding to whom
the money belonged. So with all that
had happened that day they decided

not to argue over it.

Fangio was released two blocks
from the Argentinean Embassy. The
kidnappers also left a letter of apology
for the political kidnapping. Fangio
remained friends with his captors.
The magnitude of media reporting
the kidnapping garnered Fangio an
appearance on the Ed Sullivan TV

show.

Lucero, the key hostage taker was
traitorously given up. Batista’s soldiers
tortured him for weeks about the July
25th Revolutionary Movement and
then executed him.

Castros revolution was successful.
Batista was driven to exile. Fangio was
invited back to Cuba and did come

back to sign a deal to supply Mercedes-
Benz trucks to Castro’s regime in the
1980’s. Fangio died in Buenos Aires
in 1995 and is considered one of the
greatest Formula 1 drivers of all time.

Even though the 1958 Cuban Grand
Prix was wrought with mayhem, there
still remains the bizarre win on the
part of Moss, the political kidnapping
and the tragic accident, which reminds
us that motor sports is a dangerous
occupation.

While it’s been many years since we
visited Cuba, we have fond memories
of our journey.

I still take my morning coffee in my
Cubita coffee cup, a popular brand in
Cuba.

We also listen to the unique jazz
produced by the Afro-Cuban All-Star
Band and during the summer months,
dance with eachother on the back
patio, remincising of the wonderful
time we spent in that remarkable
country.

Although I admire Fangio, Sir Stirling
Moss is still my all time favourite
driver and I have an autographed
limited print of him hanging on the
wall right beside my writing desk.

Peter Pontsa

Note: To watch footage of the Incident
click on the link below:

https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=fpluAQbMCvs

3RD ANNUAL HBCC ALL BRITISH CLASSIC AND ANTIQUE CAR SHOW

SAT. JUNE 10/2017,10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
$5.00 Registration, Opens at 9:00am

Awards at 2:00 p.m.

Judges choice for Best of Show, Peoples choice for 15t ,2nd, 3rd runner up. President’s and Teen Choice.

Prizes & Raffles

Food and Entertainment all day (on the Fairgrounds)

CALEDON AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY FAIRGROUNDS
ADDRESS: 16297 HURONTARIO (HWY10)

CALEDON VILLAGE ON.L7K OX7

Hosted by the Headwaters British Car Club, this third Annual event is a fundraiser for
The Lighthouse Soup Kitchen, Orangeville.

A great day is guaranteed!

For full details, visit: http://www.headwatersbritishcarclub.org

or contact Ed Taccone at info@headwatersbritishcarclub.org
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UPCOMING
EVENTS

If you are thinking of organizing an event
for our 2017 Driving Season, please contact

Sandra Mason our Events Coordinator.

HBCC BBQ and General Meeting
Wednesday, June 7, 2017:
This monthly BBQ and General Meeting is
hosted by Mary and Jean-Louis Valade
Click here for details

3rd All British Classic and Antique Car Event
Saturday, June 10, 2017
10:00am-3:00pm
Hosted by the Headwaters British Car Club,
A fundraiser for The Lighthouse.

For more details:, visit:
https://www.headwatersbritishcarclub.org/
index.php/event/hbcc-all-british-classic-and-
antique-car-event/
= |
Yorkville Exotic Car Show 2017,
Sunday, June 18, 2017
Time: 12:00 noon — 5:00pm Address:
Contact Duane Grady at durielly@gmail.com
Learn more at: http://yorkvilleexotics.com/
 m
HBCC-British Car Rally
Saturday, June 24, 2017
Organizer: Tom Hodgson
Meet: 10:00 am.

Metro Parking lot, SW corner.

150 First St., Orangeville Mall, Orangeville,

ON L9W 317
——————— |

For Complete Details of our Amazing
HBCC Events visit:
bttp://www.headwatersbritishcarclub.org/

index.php/events/
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$100.00 per annum for 1/4 page ad; specs required are 4.0” x
45"
$50.00 per annum for business card size; specs required are
35" x2"
Sponsor to provide high resolution artwork in jpg, tiff, indd or pdf
format.

A minimum of 10 issues per year will be published.
To arrange to have your advertisement placed here, please
contact the Editor at:

newsletter@headwatersbritishcarclub.org
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The Sponsors’ Corner

The Past Glories Of Toad Hollow!
Open again soon!

It's a perpetual garage sale!

Vintage Toys, Games & Collectibles
Antique Furniture
Victorian Architectural Pieces

By Chance or Appointment Only!
Call David Maguire at 519-216-0138

* located at the rear of 55 Townline, Orangeville

David Maguire, Sales Representative
Serving Your Real Estate Needs in
Dufferin County Since 1984

Business: 519.941.5151 or 905.450.3355
E-mail: dmaguire@royallepage.ca

visit me at www.dmaguire.ca
Toll Free: 1.800.268.2455 * Cell: 519.216.0138

HTTP://WWW.DIANECYRHOMES.COM/HOME RCR Realty, Brokerage
Independently Owned & Operated

Neil Mathieson, cra, FicB

168 Broadway, Orangeville,
Ontario LOW 1K3
519-942-2880

3045 Southcreek Road, #27
Mississauga, ON L4X 2X6

905-206-0004 Making Life Less Taxing

Neil Mathieson, Chartered Professional Accountant (CPA)
Fellow of the Institute of Canadian Bankers (FICB)
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