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Editor, British Driven: Angela van Breemen

The HBCC is on Facebook!

To keep up with the times, 
and in the spirit of promoting 
the love of British Cars to our 
community and surrounding 
areas, HBCC Executive 
members, Sandra Mason (Events 
Coordinator), and Angela van 
Breemen (Web Coordinator), 
have created an HBCC Facebook 
page.
The page has been designed to 
keep fellow British Car Lovers 
up to date on our events, such as 
our club’s All British Classic and 
Antique Car Show.

Personally, the only British cars I 
was exposed to as a child were those 
belonging to my best friend’s father.  
Rarely, if the weather was horrific, 
he would give us a lift to school in 
his Morris 
Minor.  When 
I was in high 
school he gave 
me a lift once 
in his brand 
new Austin 
Marina.  
Neither car 
was the type 
to engender 
an attraction, 
much less an obsession!  
My ex-husband, practical guy that 
he was, picked up a Java Green 
Spitfire as our winter beater when he 
discovered our brand new 1981 Puma 

(built in Bolivia) was not equipped 
with heat.  Enough said.
Ralph, on the other hand, was always 
a hands-on car guy.  He owned a 
brand new Pontiac TransAm at the 

time Smokey and the 
Bandit came out - tore 
out of the theatre 
parking lot to points 
and stares.  
When his friend 
offered to trade cars 
for an evening, Ralph 
was excited to drive 
the other guy’s MGB 
in exchange for his 

beloved “Screaming Chicken”.  But 
he was so disappointed after driving 
it, that it spoiled him for British cars 
forever.  Or so he thought at the 
time.                 
      continued on page 4

My View: Climate Change, Is It Really The Word’s Biggest Problem?
By Ed Taccone

It snowed yesterday, ice storm 
tomorrow, rain next week, sunny 
days in two weeks. We blame all this 
on climate change. Well I am ready 
to get caught up with this present 
day trend. It 
seems to be 
the “in thing” 
for our elected 
politicians 
and the news 
hungry media 
to be worried about climate change. 
Most politicians are quite vociferous 
in telling us climate change is the 
Global threat of our century; or is it 
another way to collect extra dollars? 
You know, carbon taxes, renewable 
energy etc... Not true folks, just a 

random glance around the world 
reveals that, given the gargantuan 
problems facing our planet I would 
(and so would you) be surprised if 

climate change makes 
up the list of the 
top ten immediate 
concerns.
Did you know, 
microbiologists disagree 
that climate change is 
the planet’s number 

one threat? I read this somewhere, 
no doubt in a waiting room, if I 
remember correctly (perhaps to be 
diagnosed for lack of credibility). The 
problem with climate science is that 
the strength of the data should        
                        continued on page 2
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My View: Climate change, is it really the word’s biggest problem?… continued from page 1 
backup the alarming conclusions 
of the establishment, but the 
information is not there. 
In fact, the robust data show no 
link between man made CO2 and 
global temperature. To be sure, 
propagandists are forever promoting 
natural climate variations as proof. 
But these are merely proof that our 
climate continues to cycle in response 
to natural forces as it always has. 
The Minoan, Roman, and Medieval 
warm up periods were warmer 
than the modern warm period 
and had nothing to do with our 
ancestors pulling their chariots with 
a Kenworth. We are in agreement so 
far right! This simple logic puts those 
scientists who earn their living from 
climate hysteria on the defensive 
knowing that the strong and healthy 
data is running solidly against them, 
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they are looking elsewhere for a way 
to win the argument.
So, what is the biggest problem 
you ask? The single biggest threat 
facing humanity is poverty. But 
that’s a mundane topic, its neither 
“alluring nor au courant”, but 
nonetheless true. We all know the 
lack of healthcare explains why, in 
the world’s poorest countries set of 
the ten leading causes of death are 
infectious diseases, lower respiratory 
infections, diarrhea, aids, malaria, 
tuberculosis and neonatal infections. 
Microbiologists in particular would 
disagree that climate change is the 
word’s number one threat. Their 
biggest fear is the terrifying rise of 
multi-drug resistant bacteria as well 
as the ever present threat of deadly 
viruses going pandemic, such as 
influenza and MERS.

Obviously, none of this is meant 
to subtract from the seriousness of 
climate change. Yes, it is a threat but 
we can adapt and we have several 
decades to confront climate change, 
and there are practical solutions 
we can implement to attenuate the 
negative effects. Is it not true what 
the average person in the westernized 
world considers to be a huge problem 
is rarely aligned with reality, instead 
our concerns are more of a reflection 
of what our culture and the media 
say our concerns should be. I suppose 
tackling the world’s real problem does 
not make for exciting television. And, 
right or wrong that’s my view.

Ed Taccone 
To respond to Ed’s My View, please 
click on the link below:  
info@headwatersbritishcarclub.org

HBCC Newsletter

Tom Hodgson’s Reflections on Ed’s April My View About Four Wheel Drive
Hello Ed,
Your fine article on Four Wheel Drive 
made me think of some of the other 
“Marketing “and “Brand Name” ideas 
that are used to get your money. 
During the Second World War 
Imperial Chemical Industries in 
Billingham , England found out 
how to make gasoline from coal. The 
plant was still running in the 1960’s 
when I worked there. Every day I saw 
gasoline trucks filling up with I.C.I. 
gas. Esso, Shell, Regent, Texaco, etc... 
All filled from the same pipes. 
When I would get home I would 
see on the TV how one gas put “A 
tiger in your tank”, how another 
cleaned your engine while you drive. 
Yet another gave you more miles 
per gallon. There is only truth in 
advertising--right!
Years later when I was in marketing 
it was decided in Ohio at head office 
that we were going to push a Brand 

Name and so raise our prices by 
four per cent. That might not sound 
like much but if successful since we 
sold close to two hundred million 
lbs of vinyl compounds the use of a 
brand name would bring in about 
four million dollars. The product was 
exactly the same as it was last week! 
So much for brand names.   
Some people will not buy anything 
else but certain brands of anything. 
Please remember that brand names 
are for the benefit of the seller and 
may do absolutely nothing whatever 
for the buyer. 
I have noticed how since Ronald 
Reagan told the Auto companies in 
an oil crisis that their “fleet” must 
give better miles per gallon each year, 
how we have been persuaded to buy 
different kinds of vehicles. Constant 
improvement was the way to go back 
then. However the “fleet” of the 
time were cars and station wagons. 
Nowadays these are bad words. We 

have be taught to buy Vans, Trucks, 
SUV’s and Cross-overs. All these 
were not on the “fleet “ that required 
better mpg. In Europe we still see 
lots of station wagons. They had no 
such rule. In fact Volvo and VW sell 
some here. We must never dare say 
these out of date words like ‘Station 
Wagon”. 
We have all become part of the 
biggest con. I have ever seen. 
How many people actually go “Off 
the Road” in their SUVs. It is just 
less than three per cent! The other 
ninety seven per cent paid for --What 
exactly??

Tom Hodgson 
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I read Ed’s informative article on 
AWD, memorized it and sort of put 
it into action.
I will start from the beginning as that 
is good place to start. On Thursday 
April 6th we went to the Theatre in 
Orangeville with some friends. It was 
a play about a tailor  who was asked 
to make a jacket, but the deal fell 
through  and so did the romance....
we thought it was a sad story but 
most of the audience found it funny. 
Not nice to laugh at other people’s 
misfortunes but there you are.
It was a cast of four and one actor’s 
main role was wandering in and out  
looking for the sugar bowl that was 
supposedly in a cupboard. I could 
audition for that part as I rehearse 
that situation frequently at home, 
since Anne also hides the sugar in a 
cupboard to confuse me! I could do 
that on the stage and get paid... what 
a deal!
We left Orangeville shortly after 
10 pm in blowing snow, and 
headed north on Highway 10 with 
increasingly bad roads due to the 
worsening storm. Had we not gone 
to the Theatre we would have missed 
the ensuing adventure.
It was getting really bad and as we 
headed east on Mono Centre Road 
visibility was at times only a few feet. 
I could feel ice under the snow and 
got to thinking about Ed’s words of 
wisdom. 
All wheel drive was the trick....well 
all my wheels were there and turning 
in the same direction. I think they 
were, but my suggestion to Anne 
to hop out and have a look in the 
storm, went unheeded. Sorry Ed 
I wanted to give you documented 
proof.
Got on to Airport Road northbound 
and I was weak in traction and from 

all wheel we went to 2 wheel and 
then 4 wheel ....covered all basis. 
Basically we had all the drive but not 
the traction.
We were going slowly in very limited 
visibility so I had time to revisit Ed’s 
theories. All wheel drive...but I had 
four wheel drive so given that all 
my wheels total 4 is that the same? 
I wondered  if it included the spare 
but decided against that theory.
By this time it was 10:30  and still 
some way from home on a trip that 
we normally do in 20 minutes... too 
late to call Ed to discuss the traction 
matter.  
By this time we were between 25th 
side road and 30th coming up to the 
steepest part of Airport Road. In the 
distance I could see cars stopped on 

the hill with four-way flashers going. 
I figured that with all my wheels 
driving and snow tires I might be 
able to make it past them, then I saw 
a car placed across Airport Road... 
thought it  was some poor soul that 
had got his car sideways.
I was debating if to pass in front or 
behind him and then realized it was 
a police car and I figured there was 
a limit to the number of cars stuck 
on the hill. Maybe a police quota of 
some kind... never know. Probably 
they were not familiar with the AWD 
concept and had not read Ed’s article.
So I managed a nifty three-point 
turn and back down Airport Road 

that seemed icier than ever. Decided 
to go down to 20th and over to 
Townline except we turned too early 
and Anne advised me it was a dead 
end. She cheated and had read the 
sign. 

Anyway we got to Townline and 
down in to Sheldon. This is the 
steepest hill in this part of Ontario 
but we would be going down hill so 
I needed traction for steering and not 
driving.
Note that a gravel road is not as 
bad ice wise, as a paved road and so 
better control. Anyway in first gear 
and barely touching the gas we made 
it down the hill and in a few minutes 
were safely at home. Sheldon hill 
has memories for me as years ago in 
bad conditions I rolled a car 1/2 way 
down the hill.  
This storm, although brief, was 
the only one I had to drive in this 
winter... except it’s Spring and so 
quite unexpected.
So when the highway is icy you will 
be a little limited traction wise, but 
a gravel side road is often your best 
bet.
      Dorien Berteletti 

produced and 
sent from a pee-see.

Dorien’s Action Response to Ed’s April My View on Four Wheel Drive



Many years and many (mostly muscle) 
cars later, while Ralph’s son was still 
living at home with us and going to 
college, someone at work offered to 
sell Ralph a Triumph GT6. Ralph 
had always thought they were a nice 
looking little car, so thought that his 
son might be interested. He was. 
He happily purchased the car, and the 
agreement was that his Dad would 
work on restoring it with him.  A 
project they could do together.  
In the end, Ralph did all the work 
- rebuilt the floors, stripped and 
painted the car.  By that time, his son 
was interested in buying a house and 
settling down, so Ralph purchased 
the car from him.  He found the GT6 
much peppier and fun to drive than 
the MGB of his youth (sorry, guys, 
maybe that one was a lemon), and we 

enjoyed taking it to local car shows.  
Around that time, we saw an article 
in the paper about a new British 
Car Club, and we joined at the first 
meeting held in the billiard hall.
Being members of the HBCC has 
encouraged us to learn about British 

cars, and we have developed a keen 
appreciation.  In the time the club 
has existed, we have gone on to enjoy 

a Jensen GT, a Rolls-Royce, and a 
couple of Jaguars.  The experience of 
owning each one has been unique and 
enjoyable. 
Ralph’s latest project is another sort of 
automobile altogether - a true piece 
of history.  We are hoping to be able 
to see the 1937 Triumph Continental 
on the road to celebrate her 80 years 
in 2017.  
Don’t get me wrong - developing an 
appreciation for British Cars has done 
nothing to alleviate Ralph’s love of 
speed and performance.  He still plays 
with his TransAm and his Cutlass, and 
his face sure lit up when he discovered 
what our latest Jaguar was capable of!

       Kimberly Evans 
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How We Became Fond Of British Cars… continued from page 1 

3RD ANNUAL HBCC ALL BRITISH CLASSIC AND ANTIQUE CAR SHOW 

SAT. JUNE 10/2017, 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

$5.00 Registration, Opens at 9:00am
Awards at 2:00 p.m.

Judges choice for Best of Show, Peoples choice for 1st ,2nd, 3rd runner up. President’s and Teen Choice.
Prizes & Raffles

Food and Entertainment all day (on the Fairgrounds)

CALEDON AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY FAIRGROUNDS 
ADDRESS: 18297 HURONTARIO (HWY10)  

CALEDON VILLAGE ON. L7K OX7

Hosted by the Headwaters British Car Club, this third Annual event is a fundraiser for 
The Lighthouse Soup Kitchen, Orangeville. 

A great day is guaranteed!

For full details, visit: http://www.headwatersbritishcarclub.org 
or contact Ed Taccone at info@headwatersbritishcarclub.org
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HOW DO COURT REPORTERS KEEP A STRAIGHT FACE?
These are from a book called 
“Disorder in the Courts” and are 
things people actually said in court, 
word for word, taken down and 
published by court reporters that 
had the torment of staying calm 
while exchanges were taking place.

ATTORNEY: What was the first 
thing your husband said to you that 
morning?
WITNESS: He said: “Where am I, 
Cathy?”
ATTORNEY: And why did that 
upset you?
WITNESS: My name is Susan!

ATTORNEY: What gear were you in 
at the moment of the impact?
WITNESS:Gucci sweats and 
Reeboks.

ATTORNEY: What is your date of 
birth?
WITNESS: July 18th.
ATTORNEY:: What year?
WITNESS: Every year.

ATTORNEY: How old is your son, 
the one living with you?
WITNESS: Thirty-eight or thirty-
nine, I can’t remember which.
ATTORNEY: How long has he lived 
with you?
WITNESS: Forty-five years.

ATTORNEY: This myasthenia gravis, 
does it affect your memory at all?
WITNESS: Yes.
ATTORNEY: And in what ways does 
it affect your memory?
WITNESS: I forget.
ATTORNEY: You forget? Can you 
give us an example of something you 
forgot?

ATTORNEY: Now doctor, isn’t it 
true that when a person dies in his 
sleep, he doesn’t know about it until 

the next morning?
WITNESS: Did you actually pass the 
bar exam?

ATTORNEY: The youngest son, 
the 20-year-old, how old is he?
WITNESS: He is 20, much like 
your IQ.

ATTORNEY: She had three children, 
right?
WITNESS: Yes.
ATTORNEY: How many were boys?
WITNESS: None.
ATTORNEY:Were there any girls?
WITNESS:Your Honor, I think I 
need a different attorney. Can I get a 
new attorney?

ATTORNEY:How was your first 
marriage terminated?
WITNESS: By death.
ATTORNEY: And by whose death 
was it terminated?
WITNESS: Take a guess.

ATTORNEY: Can you describe the 
individual?
WITNESS: He was medium eight 
and had a beard.
ATTORNEY: Was this a male or a 
female?
WITNESS: Unless the Circus was 
in town I’m going with male.

ATTORNEY:Is your appearance 
here this morning pursuant to a 
deposition notice which I sent to 
your attorney?
WITNESS: No, this is how I 
dress when I go to work.

ATTORNEY: Doctor, how many of 
your autopsies have you performed 
on deadbodies?
WITNESS: All of them.  The live 
ones put up too much of a fight.

ATTORNEY: ALL your responses 
MUST be oral, OK? What school 
did you go to?
WITNESS:Oral.

ATTORNEY: Do you recall the time 
that you examined the body?
WITNESS: The autopsy started 
around 8:30 PM.
ATTORNEY: And Mr. Denton was 
dead at the time?
WITNESS: If not, he was by the 
time I finished.

ATTORNEY: Doctor, before you 
performed the autopsy, did you check 
for a pulse?
WITNESS: No.
ATTORNEY: Did you check for 
blood pressure?
WITNESS: No.
ATTORNEY: Did you check for 
breathing?
WITNESS: No.
ATTORNEY: So, then it is possible 
that the patient was alive when you 
began the autopsy?
WITNESS: No
ATTORNEY: How can you be so 
sure, Doctor?
WITNESS: Because his brain was 
sitting on my desk in a jar.
ATTORNEY: I see, but could 
the patient have still been alive, 
nevertheless?
WITNESS: Yes, it is possible that 
he could have been alive and is now 
practicing law somewhere.

Many thanks to Mary and 
Jean-Louis Valade for passing on 

these gems.
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UPCOMING 
EVENTS

If  you are thinking of organizing an event 
for our 2017 Driving Season, please contact 

Sandra Mason our Events Coordinator.

GENERAL MEETING
Wednesday May 3rd, 2017 
The Royal Canadian Legion

When: 7:30 p.m.
Where: 7  John Street, Orangeville, ON

HBCC BBQ and General Meeting
Wednesday, June 7, 2017:

This monthly BBQ and General Meeting is 
hosted by both Tony and Diane and Warren 

and Melody Snow.

All British Classic and Antique Car Event
Saturday, June 10, 2017

10:00am-3:00pm
Hosted by the Headwaters British Car Club, 

this 3rd Annual event is a fundraiser for 
Lighthouse Soup Kitchen, Orangeville. A 

great day is guaranteed!
The event will take place at the Caledon 

Agricultural Society Fairgrounds.
18297 Hurontario (Hwy. 10), Caledon, ON
Free entry to Fairgrounds for show car, driver 

and one other occupant.
$5.00 registration. (open @ 9am)

For Complete Details of our Amazing 
HBCC Events visit: 

http://www.headwatersbritishcarclub.org/
index.php/events/

New Sponsor: Doug Hewer, DH Autobody

$100.00 per annum for 1/4 page ad; specs required are 4.0” x 
4.5”

$50.00 per annum for business card size; specs required are 
3.5” x 2”

Sponsor to provide high resolution artwork in jpg, tiff, indd or pdf 
format. 

A minimum of 10 issues per year will be published. 
To arrange to have your advertisement placed here, please 

contact the Editor at:  
newsletter@headwatersbritishcarclub.org
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The Sponsors’ Corner

http://www.dianecyrhomes.com/Home RCR Realty, Brokerage 
Independently Owned & Operated

The Past Glories Of Toad Hollow!
Open again soon!

It’s a perpetual garage sale!
    

Vintage Toys, Games & Collectibles
Antique Furniture

Victorian Architectural Pieces
    

By Chance or Appointment Only! 
Call David Maguire at 519-216-0138

* located at the rear of  55 Townline, Orangeville

David Maguire, Sales Representative
Serving Your Real Estate Needs in 

Dufferin County Since 1984

Business: 519.941.5151 or 905.450.3355
E-mail: dmaguire@royallepage.ca
visit me at www.dmaguire.ca
Toll Free: 1.800.268.2455   * Cell: 519.216.0138

Neil Mathieson, CPA, FICB

168 Broadway, Orangeville, 
Ontario L9W 1K3 

519-942-2880

3045 Southcreek Road, #27 
Mississauga, ON L4X 2X6 

905-206-0004

Neil Mathieson, Chartered Professional Accountant (CPA) 
Fellow of the Institute of Canadian Bankers (FICB)

Making Life Less Taxing


