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Editor, British Driven: Angela van Breemen

Don’t Forget To Visit The 
HBCC On Facebook!

Earlier this year, Sandra Mason 
(Events Coordinator), and Angela 
van Breemen (Web Coordinator), 
created our HBCC Facebook 
page.
Thus far, the page has been very 
successful, and has generated a 
lot of interest amongst not only 
our fellow HBCC members, 
but also from members of other 
British Car Clubs throughout 
Ontario.
If you have taken pictures at any 
of our events, and would like 
them to appear on our Facebook 
page, please contact either Sandra 
or Angela.

Believe it or not drivers are still doing 
this. Is texting while driving total 
insanity or just one more inevitable 
tide of modern life? “IT’S TOTAL 
INSANITY. But was the radio met 
with similar opposition 
when it was first 
introduced to the car?
Well, lets go back in 
time to 1930 (I was 
not even born then) 
but according to 
Automotive History 
Data, laws were 
proposed to ban radios 
while driving initiated 
by a couple of States in 
the U.S.
Opponents of car radios argued that 
they distracted drivers and caused 
accidents, that tuning them took a 
driver’s attention away from the road 
and that music could lull a driver to 
sleep. 
I suppose there was some truth to that 
especially while listening to relaxing 

music. I can just see it now, listening 
to Tommy Dorsey, Marlene Dietrich, 
Jelly Roll Morton, Edith Plaf along 
with many others.
Even the Auto Club of New York 

agreed. In their 1934 
poll, it was noted that 
56 per cent deemed the 
car radio a “dangerous 
distraction”. 
Arguing from the 
other side was the 
Radio Manufacturers 
Association, who 
pointed out that car 
radios could be used 
to warn drivers of 
inclement weather 

and bad road conditions, as well as 
keeping them awake when they got 
drowsy. 
Really? The only music that keeps me 
from getting drowsy is Hard Rock 
or Rap. I can safely say that type of 
music was non existent in the Thirties 
to keep you awake while driving.

continued on page 2
Anne Goes Solo Flying! By Dorien Berteletti

Anne has always been up for 
adventures and a tendency towards 
the dangerous... 
skydiving, walking 
around the outside 
of the CN tower 
and more. Jumping 
out of a moving car 
may be seen as “just 
Anne on a new 
adventure”!
This latest trick 
could have had very 
serious consequences, but we were 
fortunate.

We were going to Ed’s meeting and 
were on the road early as Ed wanted 

us there by 2 p.m. 
South bound on N 
10, I was taking the 
downhill ramp (right 
turn) on to Broadway 
in Orangeville.
I had downshifted 
from 4th to third and 
was braking, when 
suddenly, I see the 

left door wide open 
and Anne launched in mid air!
             continued on page 3

Marlene Dietrich

http://www.headwatersbritishcarclub.org
https://www.facebook.com/headwatersbritishcarclub/
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BAN THE RADIO!?continued from page 1 
The first car radio was introduced in 
1922 by Chevrolet, unless of course 
Dorien might have a difference of 
Historic opinion. The car radio used 
to cost $200, and with an item that 
covered the car’s entire roof, batteries 
that barely fit under the front seat, 
and two mammoth speakers attached 
behind the seat, it was about as 
convenient as taking a live band 
along for a ride.

By the early 1930s, Motorola radios 
were standard features in cars. As 
the years rolled by radios with push 
button tuning and pre sets helped 
drivers to select stations without 
talking their eyes off the road. Sixty 
per cent of cars were outfitted with 
radios. 

And those Anti Radio Laws? 
Though a few were signed in small 
Municipalities, they mostly went 
nowhere. Unlike the current Anti 
Texting Laws.
Common sense tells us that texting 
while driving is hazardous. Since it 
is a relatively new phenomenon, its 
correlation to accidents has been 

August 2017

proven to be deadly in quite a few 
cases. 
Therefore, Traffic Laws reflect that 
texting while driving is against the 
law. According to tests a driver is 
4 times more likely to cause an 
accident while driving drunk or 

talking on a cell phone. And 8 times 
more likely to cause an accident 
while texting. 
A study conducted by Car and 
Driver Magazine measured two 
drivers’ reaction times to the onset of 
a simulated brake light on their front 
windshields. 
The unimpaired driver took .45 
seconds to brake and travelled 4 
feet before stopping. The texting 
driver took .57 seconds to brake and 
travelled 41 feet before stopping. 
Stats aside, is it even relevant to 
compare car radios and texting? There 
is a big difference between tuning a 
radio dial and texting. 
The first requires one eye and a split 
second. The other requires both eyes, 
and several seconds or more. Plus, 
most of your attention. 
There are many factors beyond our 
control, not the least of which are 
other drivers and pedestrians who 
may also be distracted by anything 
from drinking coffee to having a 
conversation to texting.

That being said, would I be correct 
in saying that if suddenly we were 
to be in a world of Mr. Magoos, 
there would be good reason for the 
eventual ban of texting while driving? 

And guess what? Although modern 
technology has made the radio only 
possible for children to figure out 
how to make it work, “it lives on”. 
And thank goodness for that, not to 
mention if I had a CD of Angela van 
Breemen singing with Mark Dubois, 
I would figure out how to use our 
modern car radio and promise I 
would not text Dorien to let him 
know the music and artist I am 
listening to while driving!

Ed Taccone 
To respond to Ed’s article please click 
on the link below:  

info@headwatersbritishcarclub.org

HBCC Newsletter

Click here for a short 
video
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Dear Kimberley,
Some time ago you mentioned 
that we did not have a Bentley 
in the Club and suggested I 
should get one. 
It was an excellent idea, and 
with Anne practicing low level 
sky diving out of the Rolls,  I 
hope that a Bentley will keep 
her safer. 
On a recent trip to Calgary 
on a family visit, I found 
myself with some idle time, 
LOL, so there as if by magic I 
found a Bentley at a dealer in 
Etobicoke! 
Go figure... I needed to fly to 
Calgary to find not just any 

Bentley, but a Mulsanne S, a 
20.000  series no less, euro specs 
and sold new on Bay St. and 
possibly one of two in Canada,  
in my backyard, so to speak. 

The other is in Quebec. Of the 
newer models, this is the only 
one I would ever consider, and 
after “casually looking” for 
years, I did not really expect to 
find one.

RR friends in Calgary were 
equally excited that this 
Bentley had surfaced and were 
considering coming to Toronto if 
I passed on the opportunity.
The day after we got back, Anne 
and I were out road testing the 
Bentley and inspecting it. 
We then skipped the purchasing 
and acquiring bit and just 
bought it.
I will provide broadside 
pictures, facing the other way, 
and details when I get delivery.

Sincerely,
Dorien

Anne Goes Solo Flying! continued from page 1

I quickly stopped and ran back to 
her as she lay on the road covered 
in blood. Fortunately, all following 
traffic had stopped and fairly quickly, 
we had an ambulance and the police 
on the scene. 
In the Orangeville hospital, she was 
well taken care of and by 8 p.m., 
we were on our way home... many 
stitches and bruises, but mobile.
In recapping, the event which 
I’ve relived quite a few times, the 
following were contributing factors 
that I am sharing... might happen to 
others.
1. No seat belts...not fitted to early 
cars and generally not retrofitted 
fitted to pre-war cars.
2. No grab handle on the dash as in 
many sports cars.

3. Passenger door can’t be locked 
from inside the car... only from 
outside.
So, as I slowed down and was turning 
right, Anne would have found herself 
moving or tilting a little to the left. 
Note that on an early Rolls you are 
sitting high up and “on the car” and 
not “in the car” as newer cars are 
designed.
She reached out with her left hand 
to steady herself and rested it on the 
door handle, inadvertently opening 
the door. Being a “suicide door” it 
opened instantly and basically pulled 
her out of the car. Fate takes over 
at times in a good way. Normally I 
would have been placed on the inside 
of the turn but somehow, I was on 
the left side of the ramp. This meant 
that when Anne flew out, she landed 

well over on the left side of the 
road, more or less out of the way of 
following traffic.
I reviewed all this with the RROC 
(Rolls Royce Owners Club) in the 
USA and we are all having a good 
look at our early cars finding ways to 
make them safer.
I’ve already taken care of the first two 
items and will be coming up with a 
inside locking arrangement.
As I write this, a little over a week has 
passed, the stiches are out and there 
has been a big improvement... Anne 
even drove one of the Bristols to 
the 10th Annual Creemore Copper 
Kettle Classic on July 15th!

Dorien Berteletti 

Letter to Kimberly...

http://www.headwatersbritishcarclub.org
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UPCOMING EVENTS

If  you are thinking of organizing an event for our 2017 Driving Season, please 
contact Sandra Mason our Events Coordinator.

HBCC BBQ and General Meeting
Wednesday, August 2nd 

Hosts Malcolm Stanton and Nikki Winn
Click here for details

EOI - Brits on the Lake Classic Motoring Revival, 
Saturday, August 12th, 9:00 am to 4:00 pm

Location: Port Perry 

David Maguire’s 5th Annual Pig Roast
Sunday, August 20th
3:00 pm to 10:00 pm

All fellow HBCC members welcome

EOI - Morgan Sports Car Club of Canada’s 50th Anniversary Celebration
August 25th, 26th & 27th

HBCC BBQ and General Meeting
 Wednesday, September 6th

Hosts The Gesauldis
Click here for details

HBBC-Canada 150 Funkhana
Saturday, September 9th, Time: 1:00 - 5:00 pm

Location: Hydro One Training Facility
11311 Cold Creek Road, Kleinberg, ON, L0J 1CO (near Bolton)

HBCC - 2nd Annual Afternoon of Song 
Sunday, September 10thTime: 2:00 - 4:00 pm

Location: 25 Mill Street, Orangeville, Ontario L9W 2M2
Tickets; $20.00 per person, order from Angela van Breemen, a.van.breemen@hotmail.ca

HBCC-Headwaters Horsepower Car Run &  BBQ
Saturday, September 23rd, 2017

Time: 9:00 am- 3:00 pm

For Complete Details of our HBCC Events and Events of Interest visit: 
http://www.headwatersbritishcarclub.org/index.php/events/

http://www.headwatersbritishcarclub.org
mailto:slam%40sentex.net?subject=
https://www.headwatersbritishcarclub.org/index.php/event/hbcc-bbq-and-general-meeting-5/
https://www.headwatersbritishcarclub.org/index.php/event/hbcc-bbq-and-general-meeting-7/
mailto:a.van.breemen%40hotmail.ca%0D?subject=An%20Afternoon%20of%20Song%20Tickets
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The Sponsors’ Corner

http://www.dianecyrhomes.com/Home

RCR Realty, Brokerage 
Independently Owned & Operated

The Past Glories Of Toad Hollow!
Open again soon!

It’s a perpetual garage sale!
    

Vintage Toys, Games & Collectibles
Antique Furniture

Victorian Architectural Pieces
    

By Chance or Appointment Only! 
Call David Maguire at 519-216-0138

* located at the rear of  55 Townline, Orangeville

David Maguire, Sales Representative
Serving Your Real Estate Needs in 

Dufferin County Since 1984

Business: 519.941.5151 or 905.450.3355
E-mail: dmaguire@royallepage.ca
visit me at www.dmaguire.ca
Toll Free: 1.800.268.2455   * Cell: 519.216.0138

Neil Mathieson, CPA, FICB

168 Broadway, Orangeville, 
Ontario L9W 1K3 

519-942-2880

3045 Southcreek Road, #27 
Mississauga, ON L4X 2X6 

905-206-0004

Neil Mathieson, Chartered Professional Accountant (CPA) 
Fellow of the Institute of Canadian Bankers (FICB)

Making Life Less Taxing

$100.00 per annum for 1/4 page ad; specs required are 4.0” 
x 4.5”

$50.00 per annum for business card size; specs required are 
3.5” x 2”

Sponsor to provide high resolution artwork in jpg, tiff, indd or 
pdf format. 

A minimum of 10 issues per year will be published. 
To arrange to have your advertisement placed here, please 

contact the Editor at:  
newsletter@headwatersbritishcarclub.org

mailto:newsletter%40headwatersbritishcarclub.org?subject=Ad%20space%20enquiry

