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Editor, British Driven: Angela van Breemen

The Headwaters British Car 
Club warmly thanks Hagerty 
for the opportunity to reprint 
the following interesting article 
about a unique restoration of a 
1951 MG TD. 
Story and photos by Greg 
Peek, reprinted courtesy of 
HAGERTY, copyright 2017, 
www.hagerty.com.

MG Metamorphosis: 
From Bar Find (As In 
Tavern) To Show Car

By Greg Peek
Bar owners are admittedly very 
creative types, always coming 
up with new ways to keep the 
customers coming and the 
libations flowing. In 1974, the 
Racer’s Pub in West Edmonton, 

continued on page 3

My past few articles have been way to 
serious. It is in my character makeup 
to have a little fun. This world needs 
to revert to some humour since it has 
been lost along the way somehow.
This is for you Ralph, and you 
Dorien. A GT6 pulled alongside a 
Bentley at a traffic light. 
“Do you have a car phone?” The 
driver asked the man in the Bentley. 
“Of course I do, was the reply. Do 
you have a fax 
machine?” 
The Bentley 
driver sighed. “I 
have that too.” 
“Do you have a 
double bed in 
the back?”The 
GT6 driver 
wanted to 
know. 
Ashen faced, the Bentley driver 
sped off. That afternoon, he had a 
mechanic install a double bed in his 
car. 
A week later, the Bentley driver 
passed the same GT6, parked on the 
side of the road with its back windows 
fogged up and steam pouring out. 
“I want you to know I had a double 
bed installed,” bragged the Bentley 
driver. 
The GT6 driver rolled his window 
down and frowned at the Bentley 
driver, “You got me out of my shower 
to tell me that?”
My son Ed phoned me one time a 
few years back and proceeded to tell 
me he had purchased a new car for 

me. 
Well, I was not thrilled since I wanted 
a new Audi. 
“What kind is it,” I asked, “a 
Triumph Spitfire, a British Car?”
“I’ve always wanted,” one Ed 
exclaimed! 
Well I knew nothing of these British 
cars. 
“I love Coronation Street. Does that 

help Sandra asked? 
No?” 
Well the family told 
me to be grateful 
because Ed is going 
through a Mid Year 
Crisis. They either 
buy sports cars or 
trade the wife in for 
a slimmer newer 
model. He got both. 

We had it for four days and had to 
push it home every time we went out!
A group of pensioners were discussing 
their medical problems at the Day 
Centre coffee morning. 
“Do you realize?” said one, “my arm is 
so weak I can hardly hold this coffee 
cup.” 
“Yes, I know,” replied the second, 
“my cataracts are so bad I can’t see to 
pour the coffee.”
“I can’t turn my head,” said the third, 
“because of the arthritis in my neck.”  
“My blood pressure pills make me 
dizzy,” commented the fourth, adding 
“I guess that’s the price we pay for 
getting old.” 

continued on page 3
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Update From Dorien by Dorien Berteletti

Well, as some of you know Mr. 
Taccone, our dear President, took 
Sandra to Italy a few days ago. 
Not a regular visit in the common 
understanding of the word “regular”.
Problem is that he’s been spending 
too much time with us, and has 
picked up some of our strange habits 
and then given them the Taccone 
boost.
We travel only with carry-on but 
to liven things up, Ed took an old 
Harley over with him on the plane 
so he could zip along the Amalfi 
coast with Sandra on the back. I 
think you will all agree this is not a 
conventional way to travel.
Much of the paperwork normally 
associated with this sort of venture 
needed in Europe was missing, so we 
put our heads together and by the 
time they arrived in Rome there were 
papers in abundance. 
He zipped through customs in 
minutes... my we are good!
We don’t have all the current info 
but suffice to say that all is well and 
Sandra is fine.

Alan has taken possession of a new 
sports vehicle, it’s red, white tyres  
and all the options. 

On a recent road test we noticed the 
back up lights were not working, but 
since we were not going back from 
were we had been it was of little or 
no concern. It will most definitely be 
at Cobble Beach next month parked 
next to the Allard!
My Bentley is proving interesting and 
a learning experience...some of which 
is a trifle amusing.
The shop manual advises me that the 
radiator can be found between the 
engine and the grille. What a novel 
concept.....I might have gone looking 
for it under the back seat!
Haven’t had a chance to look at the 
engine section... wonder were they 
will tell me to look?
At around 130-140 (travelling with 
a bad crowd on the way to Parry 
Sound) we averaged 18 MPG, it’s 
supposed to do 20 MPG at the speed 
limit, if I can ever bring myself to do 
that. The “bad crowd” being several 
BMWs and Audis.
The gear selector is basically an 
electric switch that signals an electric 
motor that moves the shift detents.  
You move the lever with the tip 
of your fingers.... there is more 
resistance from the turn signal lever.

The other day I went to see Tony 
Curzon and picked up some spares 
as well as a winged B for the hood, 
as being a European model it did not 
have one. 

They were banned for a while 
especially in Germany. Turns out 
that Germans who got run over by 
Bentleys complained that the wings 
dug in to them and it hurt...
Go figure, there is always somebody 
complaining.
Anyway we now have our B and it 
will no doubt improve aerodynamics. 
Takes 3 minutes to remove the 
grille...I don’t think other parts will 
go that easily.
The Bristol 409 is basically ready for 
Cobble Beach although is an old car 
ever ready? A Concours is really not 
our thing, so after this one we can 
forget about shows and just drive the 
car and enjoy it.
 You have all heard the saying  “do as 
I say... not as I do”.
Happened to me quite recently. We 
were  at  our monthly meeting and 
some of our members were asking me 
about hand cranking the Rolls. 
I carefully explained how to keep 
your thumb out of the way and not 
break your wrist. 
I then demonstrated said manoeuvre 
only to be told by Tom that I was 
doing it wrong. I did not believe 
him but I decided to reenact the 
manoeuvre in slow motion. 
Sure enough I was doing it wrong... 
so thank you Tom. Since I always 
retard the ignition it’s not an issue, 
still I might as well do it the way I 
tell others to LOL.
Next time I have the Rolls out and 
Tom is present, we will let him 
demonstrate.
Let’s hope the rest? of this “summer” 
is a bit more reliable.

Dorien 
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Alberta, mounted a complete 1951 
MG TD behind its mirrored bar, 
where it lorded over patrons and 
bottles of 12-year-old Scotch. 
Built as a right-hand-drive model 
and originally delivered to Ireland, 
the TD made its way to Canada in 
the 1960s. It was obviously raced 
hard at some point before receiving a 
rattle-can-red paint job and coming 
to rest behind the bar. Facts are thin 
about the how or the why, but the 
TD was mounted with its drivetrain 
intact; the oil wasn’t even drained.
After a fire in the late ’80s, the 
Racer’s Pub closed its doors, and the 
(relatively) undamaged TD ended 
up in the hands of Jim Herbert, who 
had his eye on the car for some time. 
“During the ’70s, I was working in 
the oil fields up that way and would 
pop in to the Racer’s for a beer 

occasionally. I remember thinking, 
what a waste of a good car.”
Herbert eventually traded an MGB 
for it. “My wife, Linda, couldn’t 
understand why I’d trade a perfectly 
good car with roll-up windows and 
a heater for a rusty relic with poor 
brakes, side curtains, and no heater.” 
Borrowing a friend’s lift at Sports Car 
Parts of Calgary, Herbert got to work 
on the bar find, and found plenty of 
racing damage. The chassis was four 
inches out of square and had been 
welded numerous times. Inch-thick 
Bondo covered its flanks in various 
spots. Adding insult to injury, steam 
from the bar’s dishwasher had badly 
rusted the TD’s chassis and rotted 
the ash body frame and wooden 
floorboards. The car reeked of 
cigarette smoke, and Herbert’s team 
had to literally scrape the nicotine 

residue off the car. “We managed 
to save the original hood, firewall 
and scuttle, and the drip pans on 
the front. That was it, other than 
the chassis and some of the running 
gear.”
As the restoration progressed, ideas 
for the finished product evolved over 
three winters. The first idea was to 
build a vintage racer. 
The car came with a Shorrock 75 
supercharger, which Herbert had 
completely rebuilt. A hot-rodder at 
heart, Herbert commissioned D&W 
Custom Engine Specialties of Calgary 
to bore out the stock XPAG engine 
0.040 inches over to 1298 cc, and 
install a chrome moly crank, Carillo 
rods, Cranehigh-lift camshaft, dished 
pistons, and bigger valves. 

continued on page 4

LOL continued from page 1

“Well its not all that bad piped up 
the first, “we should be thankful that 
we can still drive.” 

A wife was making a breakfast of 
fried eggs when her husband burst 
into the kitchen. 

“CAREFUL,” he cried, “CAREFUL! 
Put in some more butter!” 

Oh my goodness you’re cooking too 
many at once!” 
“TOO MANY! TURN THEM 
NOW! We need more butter. Oh 
my word where are we going to get 
MORE BUTTER?” 
“They’re going to stick! Careful, BE 
CAREFUL! You never listen to me 
when you’re cooking! NEVER! Turn 
them! Hurry up! Are you crazy? Have 
you LOST your mind?  Don’t forget 
to salt them. You know you always 
forget to salt them. Use the salt. USE 
THE SALT! THE SALT!”
The wife stared at him in amazement, 
“What in the world is wrong with 
you? You don’t think I know how to 
fry a couple of eggs?” 
The husband calmly replied, “I 
wanted to show you what it feels like 
when I’m driving.” 

Ed Taccone 

MG Metamorphosis: From Bar Find (As In Tavern) To Show Car continued from page 1
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 “We ported and polished the 
head, and the intake and exhaust 
manifolds. We lightened the flywheel 
and installed taller 4.33:1 gears 
and a racing clutch. Compression 
was about 9.3:1. All of these 
modifications used period accessories 
available back in the day, and 
followed specifications used by the 
MG factory racing team back in the 
’50s.”
It was about this time that Herbert 
decided the car was too good to race. 
Some NOS fenders were sourced 
from England, while the rest of 
the replacement sheet metal was 
fabricated by a friend who knew 
his way around an English Wheel. 
The work included making new 
doors from scratch. Fabrication of 
the ash frame required hours of trial 
fitting and rework. The weather gear 
and interior were custom made to 
original specifications.

When prepping for the repaint, 
Herbert discovered that the car was 
originally painted in MG Autumn 
Red. The idea for its unusual 
silver accents stemmed from some 
impromptu research. “I was digging 
around in an old bookstore and 
found an MG book featuring a 1953 
TD with the burgundy and silver 
color scheme my car wears today.” 
Herbert figures the pictured TD was 
painted with Autumn Red and Silver 
Metallic, MTGD colors available in 
the early ’50s.
“We had a devil of the time getting 
the paint to adhere to the door 
hinges, which are made from brass. 

We ended up polishing the hinges 
and leaving them as they are,” he 
said. “One thing led to another and 
we did the same for the remaining 
brass visible on the car, including 
the radiator. The chrome bits were 
replated or replaced. We polished 
all of the aluminum.” The finishing 
touch was a set of whitewall tires 
from Coker Tire, which Herbert had 
to wait for while the company put 
together enough orders to support a 
minimum production run.

After more than three years and 
2,600 hours of hard work, Herbert’s 
TD was ready for the show circuit. 

Herbert has since entered the car in 
several shows across Canada and the 
U.S., winning the World of Wheels 
International Show Car Circuit 
Antique Car of the Year in 2001. It 
has consistently won in-class honors 
at regional shows in the years since, 

averaging 92-plus points out of 100.
In 2012, Herbert began avidly 
driving the car, participating in the 
1,800-mile Friendship Rally, and 
was one of nine finishers. Since her 
restoration, “Midge” has covered 
more than 9,000 miles of open 
road, and has raced on the Sonoma 
Speedway in California, rallied in 
the Napa Valley, and participated as 
“oldest car” in the Vintage on the 
Prairies Races in Calgary.

More than 20 years on, the 
restoration is holding up well. 
Herbert said the car pushes past 100 
mph and has a quarter-mile time of 
18.9 seconds. 
Dyno results show 57.6 SAE 
horsepower at 4,800 rpm with 67.8 
ft-lbs of torque at 3800 rpm at the 
rear wheels. “I’ve (personally) had 
it under the gun at 95 mph over a 
mile-and-a-half on the racetrack,” 
Hebert said, pointing out that is just 
about the cruising speed of the 1951 
Cessna L-19 that he also restored and 
flies.
Not bad for a car that used to be 
nicotine-covered wall art.
[Hagerty.com Editors’ Note: Jim 
Herbert is president of the Specialty 
Vehicle Association of Alberta, 
dedicated to protecting the rights of 
Alberta’s auto enthusiasts. Find out 
more at www.svaalberta.com.]
Note from HBCC Editor:  Story 
and photos by Greg Peek, reprinted 
courtesy of HAGERTY, copyright 
2017, www.hagerty.com.

MG Metamorphosis: From Bar Find (As In Tavern) To Show Car continued from page 3
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UPCOMING EVENTS

If  you are thinking of organizing an event for our 2017 Driving Season, please 
contact Sandra Mason our Events Coordinator.

HBCC BBQ and General Meeting
 Wednesday, September 6th

Hosts Tom and Jean Hodgson
Click here for details

HBBC - Canada 150 Funkhana
Saturday, September 9th, Time: 1:00 - 5:00 pm

Location: Hydro One Training Facility
11311 Cold Creek Road, Kleinberg, ON, L0J 1CO (near Bolton)

Click here for details

HBCC - 2nd Annual Afternoon of Song 
Sunday, September 10th
Time: 2:00 - 4:00 pm

Location: 25 Mill Street, Orangeville, Ontario L9W 2M2
Tickets; $20.00 per person, order from Angela van Breemen, a.van.breemen@hotmail.ca

Click here for details

34th Annual Bronte British Car Day
Sunday, September 17th

Spectator gates open: 9:00am
Show judging begins and that wraps up at 1:00 pm and the awards ceremony begins at 2:00pm.

Online Registration is $15.00 per car or $20.00 at the gate.
Participant registration: To register your car: http://www.torontotriumph.com/BCD/

Click here for details

HBCC-Headwaters Horsepower Car Run &  BBQ
Saturday, September 23rd, 2017

Time: 9:00 am- 3:00 pm
Click here for details

For Complete Details of our HBCC Events and Events of Interest visit: 
http://www.headwatersbritishcarclub.org/index.php/events/

http://www.headwatersbritishcarclub.org
mailto:slam%40sentex.net?subject=
https://www.headwatersbritishcarclub.org/index.php/event/hbcc-bbq-and-general-meeting-7/
https://www.headwatersbritishcarclub.org/index.php/event/hbbc-canada-150-funkhana/
mailto:a.van.breemen%40hotmail.ca%0D?subject=An%20Afternoon%20of%20Song%20Tickets
https://www.headwatersbritishcarclub.org/index.php/event/hbcc-2nd-annual-afternoon-of-song-sunday-september-10th-2017/
http://www.torontotriumph.com/BCD/
https://www.headwatersbritishcarclub.org/index.php/event/eoi-the-34th-annual-bronte-british-car-day/
https://www.headwatersbritishcarclub.org/index.php/event/hbcc-headwaters-horsepower-car-run-and-bbq-2/
https://www.headwatersbritishcarclub.org/index.php/events/
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http://www.dianecyrhomes.com/Home

RCR Realty, Brokerage 
Independently Owned & Operated

The Past Glories Of Toad Hollow!!

It’s a perpetual garage sale!
    

Vintage Toys, Games & Collectibles
Antique Furniture

Victorian Architectural Pieces
    

By Chance or Appointment Only! 

Call David Maguire at 519-216-0138
* located at the rear of  55 Townline, Orangeville

David Maguire, Sales Representative
Serving Your Real Estate Needs in 

Dufferin County Since 1984

Business: 519.941.5151 or 905.450.3355
E-mail: dmaguire@royallepage.ca
visit me at www.dmaguire.ca
Toll Free: 1.800.268.2455   * Cell: 519.216.0138

Neil Mathieson, CPA, FICB

168 Broadway, Orangeville, 
Ontario L9W 1K3 

519-942-2880

3045 Southcreek Road, #27 
Mississauga, ON L4X 2X6 

905-206-0004

Neil Mathieson, Chartered Professional Accountant (CPA) 
Fellow of the Institute of Canadian Bankers (FICB)

Making Life Less Taxing

$100.00 per annum for 1/4 page ad; specs required are 4.0” 
x 4.5”

$50.00 per annum for business card size; specs required are 
3.5” x 2”

Sponsor to provide high resolution artwork in jpg, tiff, indd or 
pdf format. 

A minimum of 10 issues per year will be published. 
To arrange to have your advertisement placed here, please 

contact the Editor at:  
newsletter@headwatersbritishcarclub.org

mailto:newsletter%40headwatersbritishcarclub.org?subject=Ad%20space%20enquiry

