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Today’s Cars Know More About Us Than
We Do About Them!
By Ed Taccone
Did you know if you own a car with
the feature “OnStar”, your car tracks
your location
and will send
an ambulance
automatically, if
you are involved
in an accident?

These car features like “OnStar”
monitor your braking habits, if you
are wearing your seat
belt, and the speed
you are going. “Holy
Smoke”, this unique
profile is recording
you and me on what
decisions we make as
drivers.

Great feature
right? Think
Do you suppose this
again, what
intercepted data could
you may not
someday be used by
know is the
vehicle manufacturer stores the
government spy agencies, and could
location information along with date be used against helpless drivers by
insurance companies or worse?
and time of the accident, and if the
airbag deployed.
cont’d on page 4
Just like a “black box” in an aircraft.

Jaguar XJ-S on its 40th anniversary
by Duane Grady

Originally published in the British Car Day Magazine, Sept 2015

Forty-three years ago my two pals
and I were walking down the street
and…
It was June… 1975 on a Saturday
evening. I and two friends arrived in
a willow green ’73 E-Type coupe.
I know I know, three adult size guys
in an E-Type 2+2? But seat belt laws
were different then, and my skinny
pal was in the back while we two
bigger guys were in the front.
The owner of the Jag, the guy by the
way responsible for my lifelong love
affair with Jags… was driving.
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He moved stealthily along Bloor St.
in the heart of Toronto looking for a
spot in front of an Indian restaurant
called “The Rajput”. Finding a spot
he moved the E-Type quickly into
the space while dodging the dinner
time Saturday evening Bloor street
traffic. This was my first time having
Indian food and just by the way I
liked it a lot. Later, feeling satisfied
and with our belly’s comfortably
full, we left the restaurant and
strolled down Bloor Street enjoying
cont’d on page 5
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Alternative Fuels for Vehicles;
Part 3. By Thomas Hodgson

Now let us consider
the Electric Car.

with nuclear waste for the next
500,000 years?

everyday but rent a car for longer
trips?

Electricity driven automobiles
certainly have the politicians
excited. The must have listened to
manufacturers like Tesla who will
tell you an electric car produces no
G.H.G. s. in fact no pollution at
all. They very conveniently avoid
the question of how the electricity
is generated. As we all know our
electricity is not generated from only
Hydro, Wind and Solar power. A
large part comes from Natural gas
and Nuclear fission.

Electric cars are improving all the
time. There are some issues such
as the limited distance between
charges. Most of us don’t think
about how we will keep our car
warm in the Winter.

This would help keep the cost of
the electricity as low as possible. It
would also avoid having to line up
at fast charging stations. We would
certainly reduce the pollution in our
cities that way.

In fact due to heaters, lamps etc
in Winter we may be down to half
the claimed distance. All the heat
and light must come from the same
battery.

I do have one concern that is kept
quiet about electric cars. That is that
we will need to mine large amounts
of Lithium and Cobalt as well as buy
from China the required Rare Earth
minerals. China is the only supplier
at this time. They just raised the
prices 100% this year alone. Do we
all want to be beholden to China for
our future?

However we may use the electric
cars differently than we do our
Neither of these can be called
C.H.G. free. Natural gas is certainly gasoline ones. What if we charge
better than oil or coal. Secondly how them up only at night? Use the
often do we really think about how electric car to go to work, for
shopping or any short runs for
we are polluting the environment
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cont’d on page 3
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Alternative Fuels for Vehicles;
In the enclosed notes from Tesla
they obviously know what are the
weaknesses of the electric car but
claim to have solutions for all. They
talk about how so many people rush
out to buy their cars so there must
be a big demand.

Cont’d From Page 2

the amazing work being done on
Hydrogen provides the energy and
the Carbon goes to Carbon Dioxide. energy research.
Perhaps we should consider Natural
Gas as a stop-gap till we get a better
system for Hydrogen or Electricity?

The following table compares
gasoline against Hydrogen and
They once again conveniently forget Electricity. Note how Michigan
to mention all the government
University, who did the work for
subsidies available when buying
this chart compare the actual total
electric cars. However performance G.H.G. emissions from start of
looks to be just fine. Required
manufacture to running on the road.
service and repair looks very good
(Well to Wheels).
too except for battery replacement
In The next issue I would like to
after 7 or so years.
dream a little and look at some of
Now let us consider
Cars Running On
Natural Gas.

The biggest hurdle is finding a way
to move electricity long distances
without losing a lot of the energy.
Before he died Tesla (the man) was
working on the idea of an energy
“internet” where we could all tap in
to get power as needed.
Another problem to solve is how to
store large amounts of electricity.
The best and cheapest method today
is to pump water up a hill using
electricity, then generate electricity
again as it flows down as needed.
Tom Hodgson

When alternate fuels are
considered Natural Gas is never if
ever on the list. It is a fossil fuel
but we already saw how Hydrogen
is derived from Natural gas and
a large part of our Electricity has
this same source. So why are we
pretending that we must change
directly to Hydrogen or electricity?
Is it just politically correct?
Natural gas (mostly Methane) is
already in use for some bus lines
etc. It uses our present cars with
some modification. We have the
technology today.
We would need to have stations to
fill up similar to the ones used for
propane at present.
We must however prevent leakage
as Methane is a G.H.G. (Worse
than Carbon Dioxide). The total
Carbon Dioxide from Natural
Gas is 53% of that from Gasoline.
CH4 for Methane verses C8H18
for Octane. The ratio of Carbon
to Hydrogen is clearly less.
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Today’s Cars Know More About Us! Cont’d From Page 1
I tend to worry how Automakers
use, store, and protect the data
collected from our increasingly
smart vehicles. Even more important
as vehicles start communicating
with everything around them, from
other cars to sensors imbedded
in the road to close proximity
business. The word out there is
Automakers are taking steps to
protect this information. But even
they acknowledge there’s a lot they
do not know how to do. Reassuring
isn’t it?
Absolutely not all is as bad as
it sounds, or so they tell us.
About a year ago the Automobile
Manufacturers and the Association
of Global Automakers resolved
a series of privacy commitments
formulated to make people more at
ease with next generation vehicles,

i.e. such as updating Owners
manuals, that each manufacturer
will take to inform car buyers of the
information their vehicles will be
collecting. Think of it as a privacy
policy for your new Jaguar F-Type.
I am sure this is being done to gain
consumer trust.

or the process that turns specific
information about drivers
and vehicles into anonymous
information.

It is pleasing to know that the
information collected when a driver
brakes hard at a stop light or in
traffic to avoid rear ending others
will not reveal driver’s location
data to Law Enforcement Officers
without a warrant. One doubtful
question most concerning is, “how
long Car Manufacturers hang onto
user information before removing it
from their logs.

The real answer of course is, just
restore a Classic and drive it on a
daily basis. May I suggest a comfy
Bentley or Rolls or maybe perhaps a
Jaguar XK-8, but must be pre-data
gathering the like of today’s “Star
War” inspired vehicles.

Another question that is concerning
is the de-identification of data

I suppose it is all left to be seen.
Perhaps a “Private Driving Mode”
that turns off driver tracking would
help.

OH! By the way Sandra and I
decided to take our 73 Jaguar XJ6
survivor to see the just released Star
Wars movie. “It felt ever so private”.
Ed Taccone

4th Annual HBCC All British
Classic & Antique Car Show

Sat. June 9/2018, 10:00 a.m. To 3:00 p.m.
HELD AT CALEDON AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY FAIRGROUNDS
ADDRESS: 18297 HURONTARIO (HWY10) , CALEDON VILLAGE, ONTARIO, L7K OX7
$10.00 Registration, Opens at 9:00am
Awards at 2:00 p.m. For Judges Choice for Best of Show
Peoples Choice for 1st ,2nd & 3rd Runner Up
Prizes & Raffles * Food and Entertainment all day (on the Fairgrounds)

This Fourth Annual event is a fundraiser for Community Living Dufferin
Come and join us! A great day is guaranteed!
For details Contact Ed Taccone at info@headwatersbritishcarclub.org
Many thanks to our sponsor British Auto Sport
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Jaguar XJ-S on its 40th anniversary
the relaxed feeling of a great meal
and a pint with good friends
when… BAM… we were stopped
in our tracks by a new Ferrari 512
Boxer! My Jag owning friend, was
to say the least, “influential” around
upscale people in Toronto.
I remember the ropes at the auto
show being parted for me at
his request while I was invited
to sit inside a new Ferrari. Just
mentioning him in well moneyed
automotive circles at the time was
enough to get a change of attitude
from anyone who knew of him,
but being a Jag guy he had made
his choice and he was driving it. A
two year old E-Type was exactly
the car he wanted to drive and
that’s what we arrived in. That very
car, that willow green E Type car
was the first Jag I ever drove by the
way. That car started it all for me.
We discussed the Boxer at length
feeling smug in knowing our Jag
driving pal, as his presence gave us
the privileged ability to pretend to
speak of the car in “serious tones”
We were not wishful automotive
tourists; our friend could actually
buy one… if he wanted. Not that
we could, we were a couple of
younger guys in the presence of
a slightly older entrepreneur. In
our naïve minds that didn’t matter
nor did it stop us from having an
authoritative opinion.
This conversation however, was
nothing compared to what came
next. The Ferrari was parked two
spots away from a new XJ-S… to
say we were startled and smiling is
well within the mark. Here was a
new XJ-S in the metal! None of us
had seen one yet and here it was.
Flying buttresses and all… right in
our faces!

We three had been discussing this
car since seeing it in adverts, stories
in car magazines, talking with the
local Jag Dealer about when they
would be on sale… obsessing over
this “replacement for the E-Type”.
Arguing over what was “Wrong”
with it... why it was a sad mistake,
how exactly did we feel about it?
I understood their point of view, I
didn’t understand mine. I seemed
to have a gut feeling I couldn’t
shake… I liked it but I dare not

Car pictured above is an example of the jaguar
e-type which first inspired me.

Cont’d From Page 1

I should send in my story of the
first XJ-S I ever bought, which is
Bonnie’s car now… LOL. You will
be amused I think, but let’s begin
the real story.
Bounce forward a few decades and
we who love them are up to our
necks in information on this car
and its origins. First of all, it can
with certainty never be said that it
isn’t a proper Jag. For those who
remember the day, it was the biggest
criticism. Not a Proper Jag??
I will differ without begging, thank
you very much. Back in the day
it was the last car designed with
the approval of Sir William Lyons.
You can’t get more “Jaguar” than
that. It was designed by famed
aerodynamicist Malcolm Sayer. After
designing the C-Type, D-Type and
then the E-Type, Not to mention
the fabulous legendary XJ-13!! How
much more Jaguar can you get?

say it… at least not then. I often
had opposite feelings from them, I
remember being stunned that they
were so amazed at a Helicopter
demonstration we saw at the
Canadian National Exhibition the
year before. They marvelled at how
it raised into the air! To me the
helicopter made perfect sense when
you looked at the physics, and I was
not amazed at all at how it worked.
To me it was as simple as falling
water.
The same opposition was at work
in our collective XJ-S assessment.
I liked it for some reason and they
didn’t.

The late Malcolm Sayer,
Loughborough University Graduate of
Aeronautical and Automotive Engineering
and designer of many Iconic Jaguars.

The feeling stuck with me and I was The world was a much more
destined to be… an XJ-S fan for
ignorant place then and Jaguar was a
life although I never really lusted
struggling niche market boutique
after one as I did an E-Type. This
cont’d on page 6
statement probably indicates that
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Jaguar XJ-S on its 40th anniversary
car company that had only exactly
two models to offer on its showroom
floor. If they were to survive they
could afford to get nothing wrong…
not one thing. Jaguar had no “Plan
B” the XJ-S had to work. In the
marketing world perception is
everything and that was the very
thing that was wrong with the XJ-S.
I thought it was wonderful and yet
it did nothing to sate my desire
for an E-Type which I perceived
then simply as a different car. The
older model… Still gorgeous but
“wow look at the new one!” The
XJ-S was a rocket ship in looks
by comparison. Remember my
Helicopter and physics example
above? I should mention that I
excelled at physics, one high school
semester I got 120% in my physics
courses. 100% plus correctly
answering every bonus questions
for the extra 20%. One of my few
excellent classes.

general public thought was wrong
with it. Jaguars reputation at the
time notwithstanding of course. The
Jaguar reputation was quite an issue
in itself by the time the ‘80’s began.
In 1979 and 1980 so few Jaguars
left the factory that the future was
in dreadful doubt. All those painful
Jaguar jokes as Jaguar struggled
first against the idiocy of British
Leyland business practices and in
their blackest moments fighting to
resurrect their own reputation from
the trash bin where no one cares
what your history is, they want the
future and want it now.

In the years immediately following
I remember reading the reports
of Jaguar troubles, production
numbers way down… They had
no money for a new model so they
were stuck with the XJ-S and the
“perceived” notion of what the

dead brand. We can thank at
least in part, the XJ-S and Jaguars
necessitated persistency in its
development.
Sir John Egan* took firm control
of the company and focused on the
XJ sedans and the XJ-S. Bringing in
quality control that Jaguar had never
known before, a six cylinder engine
for the XJ-S, seeing to market the
first Cabriolet models.
By 1985 Jaguar had in fact
rebounded to the point where
they were making decent if not yet
perfect cars again. With a long way
to go to be sure but no longer cars
to be ashamed of.
It is commonly thought that
“Ford” saved Jaguar. I must say
I vehemently disagree. I see that
Ford threw money at Jaguar and
that kept things going, and allowed
progress.

So there we were on the sidewalk in
But can you see why I saw the XJ-S that summer of 1975. Stuffed full of
as cutting edge? Can you see why I good Indian food, our opinions, and
was in love with the E-Type but I
a pint of beer each us enjoying our
recognized what I saw as the future own talking points, none of which
in the XJ-S? I would lust after the
amounted to a hill of beans in the
E-Type but the XJ-S was to me a
real world where Jaguar was about
beautiful physics equation where the to spiral down further than we could
answer is found within the question. have ever imagined.
If you understand the question
It would only be a few years later
fully, you have it before the rest of
when the blackness I just mentioned
the class can even write down the
wreaked havoc over the Jaguar
question.
world. Make no mistake, the XJ-S
I thought it was perfect for that
time. I loved it and I put it in my
back pocket for future reference.

Cont’d From Page 5

was a very important car and Jaguar
could not allow it to fail, if it had
failed… it is likely that Jaguar itself
may not have survived. Had that
happened we Jaguar fans would
today find ourselves in the position
of so many other British Marque
clubs.
Organizing our activities in
memorial to a once great but now
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I contend that by the time Ford got
Jaguar, Sir John Egan’s work had
begun to take root and Ford actually
bought a company well on the road
to recovery and it can be traced back
to Sir John Egan’s efforts.
Ford demonstrated very clearly
during its time with Jaguar that they
were clueless as to what to do. The
X-Type was a limited success and
by all realistic opinions a very good
car and I would never object to
buying one myself. Yet the X-Type
was also a clear example of how
foolish the American perception was
of the greatest British car company
in history. The X-Type missed the
Jaguar mark in a drastic way.
Ford was nearly another British
Leyland except they had more
money. There was and is a different
cont’d on page 7
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Jaguar XJ-S on its 40th anniversary
approach needed with a niche
the same car… and then… the now
company like Jaguar that Ford, God famed GT/Sports car… our XJ-S.
Bless them, never figured out.
Very few British companies survived
Please don’t misread me, what
British Leyland and I say bluntly
would we have done without
that British Leyland was the
Ford? Would Jaguar have survived? true murderer of the British Car
Would they be here today? As
industry. Jaguar did survive… and
critical as I am of Ford we do need remains a world class luxury car
to be thankful for their large bank
today.
accounts, it was the perfect stop gap Jaguar is celebrating its 83rd
until Jaguar could find their footing anniversary in 2018 and has a lot of
with the sale to India’s Tata motors. which to be proud.
That makes me think my first
sight of the XJ-S in 1975 after that
Indian meal was rather prescient.

Cont’d From Page 6
*Note From The Editor:
This article was originally published
in the British Car Day Magazine in
September of 2015. Many thanks to
HBCC Member Duane Grady for
sharing his interesting article about
the XJ-S with us.
To learn more, click on the links
below, and view these interesting
YouTube interviews of Sir John
Egan concerning “Saving Jaguar.”
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=fUcC3if0_-0

Tata has released the big cat back
into the wild, trusting that the
beast will return to the lair with its
trophies and it has done just that.

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=oL4OeLMLk8U

Never trying to temper what the
thing is designed by its heritage
and DNA to be… Never trying to
domesticate the beast which was
Ford’s big mistake. In a succession
of events, over more than two
decades… with sheer determination
by a few strong leaders Jaguar has
come out on top of the world and
tops in its class.

Bonnie and Duane Grady’s
1989 XJ-S Convertible.

In the spirit of the 2015 birthday
celebration at British Car Day
in Bronte, now three years ago,
when the 40th Anniversary of the
XJ-S was commemorated, and in
Now finally in the hands of a
recognition of the 21 years of XJ-S
benevolent well financed leader, that + XJS production, I think we can
“gets” what Jaguar is.
all agree it was quite a ride and it
turned out to be quite a car!
Strong people have been there in
Jaguar’s past when needed, working Here’s to many heartfelt Happy
with what they had in front of them. Birthday Wishes to the XJ-S and to
Jaguar cars for many years to come!
Even when there were only two
models on showroom floors in
Thank God they had no “Plan B”.
1975, an XJ sedan in 6 CYL and
Duane Grady.
V12 versions which was essentially
Other Iconic Jaguar Designs by famed aerodynamicist Malcolm Sayer:

C-Type

D-Type
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E-Type

XJ-13		
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Upcoming Events

The Sponsors’ Corner

If you are thinking of organizing an event for our
2018 Driving Season, please contact our
Events Coordinator, Tom Hodgson.
Feb 7th General Meeting at Community Living Dufferin.
Mar. 7th General Meeting at Community Living Dufferin.
Mar 17th St. Patrick’s Day Lunch gathering - details to follow.
April 4th General meeting at Community Living Dufferin.
EOI* April 22nd Ancaster Flea Market.
May2nd General meeting at Community Living Dufferin.
May 12th Short Run To Lisle and Shelburne,
Host Rob Leggatt. (Helper Tom H.)
May 26th Bill and Eilish Boston will be hosting a drive ending
at the new Grand Valley Distillery.
Helpers Tom and Jean Hodgson.

For Details of our HBCC Events and Events of Interest visit:
https://www.headwatersbritishcarclub.org/index.php/events/
*EOI means Event Of Interest - Hosted by some other club

Vehicle Storage Available at
Toad Hollow* from October
to May 1st, 2018
Call David Maguire
at 519-216-0138
*Toad Hollow is located at the
rear of 55 Townline, Orangeville
(enter off John Street)

David Maguire, Sales Representative
Serving Your Real Estate Needs in
Dufferin County Since 1984
Business: 519.941.5151 or 905.450.3355
E-mail: dmaguire@royallepage.ca
visit me at www.dmaguire.ca
Toll Free: 1.800.268.2455 * Cell: 519.216.0138

RCR Realty, Brokerage

Independently Owned & Operated
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The Sponsors’ Corner

$100.00 per annum for 1/4 page ad; specs
required are 4.0” x 4.5”
$50.00 per annum for business card size; specs
required are 3.5” x 2”
Sponsor to provide high resolution artwork in jpg,
tiff, indd or pdf format.
A minimum of 10 issues per year will be published.
To arrange to have your advertisement placed
here, please contact the Editor at:
newsletter@headwatersbritishcarclub.org

Neil Mathieson, CPA, FICB
168 Broadway, Orangeville,
Ontario L9W 1K3
519-942-2880
3045 Southcreek Road, #27
Mississauga, ON L4X 2X6
905-206-0004

http://www.dianecyrhomes.com/Home
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Making Life Less Taxing

Neil Mathieson, Chartered Professional Accountant (CPA)
Fellow of the Institute of Canadian Bankers (FICB)
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