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Fuels Of The Future Part 4
Some Amazing Developments
By Tom Hodgson

When we think of climate change
and our chances of acting in time
it can be quite depressing. Humans
throughout history
have always ruined
their environment
even when the
warnings were clear.

When I was young,
North Sea Cod
was sold right off
the fishing boats in
Whitby harbour.
Then when that ran out we tried
to steal all Iceland’s Cod so had the
“Cod war” until the start of 12 mile
limits. Since then we have almost
completely fished out our own

Grand Banks Cod. This was once the
largest source of protein in the whole
world. Cod is only one example but
there are many.

It is however good
to know that some
amazing work is
ongoing into ways
to supply our energy
needs for homes,
factories and personal
transport. There is a
real chance that some
of these ideas will work out and thus
we will be able to obtain our energy
without oil or nuclear power.
cont’d on page 2

Reliving My Past
Lately, I have been busy in the
Man Cave working on a couple of
projects. The projects I accepted to
work on are not your run of the mill
type repairs.
As you read this, you’re probably
asking,Why at your age would you
take this type of work on? Well, back
in early fall after our end of season
Car Club runs; I agreed to take on
these projects because I actually felt
a lot younger that day.
Presently, the cricks and groans are
very evident. One of the projects
being reconfigured is a Triumph
Spitfire with a GT6 engine,
transmission, and differential.

by Ed Taccone

Oh, did I mention? I have to fit a
GT6 bonnet that needs some “TLC”
before being fitted on the Spitfire.
It’s all part and parcel when doing
this type of custom work. The
Spitfire is proudly owned by Pat
and Sharon Yaremko. I started the
project back in early November and
since then, time has flown by rather
quickly, with much more to do yet.
I don’t want to go into too much
detail since it would spoil it for Pat,
perhaps wanting to do an article for
British Driven when the project is
completed.
cont’d on page 3
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The biggest hurdle we have to solve
is how to transport electrical energy
long distances without losing a
large part in the process. If this can
be solved the “ idea of an energy
internet” may be realistic.
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cont’d From Page 1

like a snake that is pushed around
by the tides. Hydraulic rams resist
this push and are used to generate
electricity. An actual real-life size
Pelamis is in use just off the coast of
Portugal.

One group has calculated that if 1%
of the Sahara was dedicated to solar
power it could power the whole
earth.

A unit called a power pipe extracts
heat from water as it leaves a
bathroom and puts this back into
the hot water tank. Just another
form of conservation.
Taiwan now runs a high speed rail
line that takes 90 mins to cross the
island. (335 kms) It is as fast as
flying but uses far less energy per
passenger.
Hydro power is still being developed
but may need to be smaller local
units as most large projects are
done already. There is however “Big
Becky”. This is a 47 feet diameter
tunnel being bored at Niagara to
generate large amounts of electricity.

Similarly, high flying kites running
in the jet stream could supply all the
power we need for the whole world.
Only 1% of the jet-stream would be
used.

Other work is looking at a plant
from Patagonia that produces fluid
almost exactly like Bio-Diesel. Bio
fuel from sawdust , seaweed and the
like.
We cannot keep using farmland to
grow crops for fuel when we need
the land for food. One engineer
calculated that if all the farmland in
the US. was growing corn for fuel
it would make little change to total
fuel quantity but would devastate
world food production.

Enhanced Geothermal is more than
just providing heat. This time the
tube is bored several kms. down
into the earth. The resulting hot
water turns to steam as its pressure is
lowered near the surface. This steam
is used to generate electricity.
In Future, we may be using liquid
fuel for ships and aeroplanes but for
our own personal transport it looks
like we will be using electricity, with

Richard Branson flew a Virgin
plane using the oil from 150,000
coconuts. What good does that
do? How many families could eat
150,000 coconuts?
In Australia electricity is being
generated by a big chimney. Hot air
rising up the pipe turns a turbine
at the top. Not a bad idea for hot
There is also work already under
production using molten salt to store countries.!
electrical energy from Wind or Solar In Toronto cold water from 85
in the form of heat to be used later. feet down in Lake Ontario is being
used to provide air conditioning for
At night is an example.
several buildings on the Lakeshore.
Work in Scotland on tidal power
with the Pelamis System that looks
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several countries in Europe and
General Motors in the U.S. deciding
that in 20 years or so liquid fueled
cars just won’t be in production.
London, in England just bought
several hundred taxis that are electric
but have a “back-up” gasoline
engine. We can expect to see more
of these “Hybrids“ until there are
enough charging stations.
The future sure looks like houses
with solar panels or a windmill on
the roof and an electric car in the
garage.
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cont’d From Page 2

For further reading Tom Rand’s
book “Kick the Fossil Fuel Habit”
gives excellent insight into what may
be done to secure our future energy
supplies.

Anyway, the thing that struck me
was that governments would have
Herman Scheer’s Book Energy
Autonomy is rather depressing but to tax compressed air instead of
gives a good account of the thinking gasoline.
and habits that we will need to
They have always dreamed of taxing
change to solve our energy problems. the very air we breath. Now it would

I read with interest Ed’s comments be reality. Only one human activity
would then remain tax free.
on my previous notes. The idea of
compressed air sounds good but will
Tom Hodgson
be very energy inefficient.

Reliving My Past...

cont’d From Page 1

I will leave it up to them for future
I did mention that there were two
projects that I would be working on, discussions.
right?
While multi tasking with these two
projects, it brought back memories
The second one is working on a
of days gone by during my younger
TR6. This project is not nearly as
years, when I was working at my
extensive as Pat’s Spitfire; I mean
automotive and body shops. No, not
GT6, or could it just simply be
re-named “Tri half and half’, get it? lavender, Oil of Olay, perfume, and
The TR6 is Dave and Debbie
Bakers’ pride and joy and requires
some engine work, with the engine
head requiring a valve job, and
extensive front end work.

Rolls Royce and Bentley automobile
repair. Basically, he worked on all
British and European vehicles.
He worked for me for a few months
(after selling to me) while waiting
for a work visa in the U.S. to follow
his dream to work in New York.
I enjoyed working along side Brian
since it gave me an opportunity to
beef up my knowledge of British and
European vehicle repairs.
We even had an Aston Martin DB4
come in for regular maintenance
work and which was owned by Dave
Keon, a household name concerning
hockey in those days.

We’ll be replacing the upper
and lower control arm bushings,
trunnion bushings, sway bar
bushings, wheel bearings, shocks,
along with scraping the wheel wells;
free of past years of road dirt build
up.
Dave even splurged and purchased
cross drilled brake rotors. I had
nothing to do with that, well maybe
such. You know, collision work, etc.!
a little wee bit.
In the mid 1970s, I also bought
I enjoyed having both Pat and
The Coach House repair business
Dave spend some Man Cave time
from a mechanic close to our shop.
with me. These two individuals
have displayed enormous patience
Brian was one of nine mechanics in
working alongside me. I will not
Canada at the time specializing in
indulge in any further details, rather
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Robert Boyle told us a long time ago
that compressing gas generates a lot
of heat. Just look at the cooling fins
on your compressor.

Brian also tutored me on a Ferrari
which was owned by an Air Canada
VIP. Sorry, his name has eluded
me, since so much time has elapsed.
Maybe Bill Mason or Jean-Louis can
help jog my memory.
It did not stop there though, we
also did custom work whether it
was British, European, or North
American. Of course reminiscing
while working on the two projects
enticed me to try and find some
photos of vehicles we had completed
cont’d on page 4
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back in the day. One being a project proved to be a most gratifying time
from scratch called the Invader.
with the car getting much attention.
Many questions were asked by many
In 1983, my buddy Louie, who
in attendance; at at one point during
owned and made fibreglass 427
the show, we had a crowd of at least
Cobra bodies, decided we should
design a car and introduce it to the 40 viewing our very aero dynamic
car (glorified kit car if you must).
public.
Our finished product sat on a rolling
VW chassis; with a 914 Porsche
engine and transmission implant.
After completion, we decided
to commence sales orders. Our
marketing strategy would begin by
showing our hand built car at the
International Centre Automotive
Show.
The three day Automotive Show

turned out, this gentleman was from
Indiana, Illinois, and very intent to
take it back to the States.
We decided to meet at my office the
next day for further discussion to sell.
The next day after much bargaining,
we arrived at a healthy selling price.

It was hard to believe that we ran
And, so ended our dream to
out of Build Specification pamphlets manufacture our glorified kit cars.
on the third morning of show day.
To this day my friend Louie brings
On the afternoon of the last day, a up the subject, and we both wonder,
distinguished gentleman came back if had we not decided to sell, would
to view the car for the last time
we have made a go of it? We will
after having made many visits prior never know; what do you think?
during the show. He told us he
After having had a chance to view the
would love to purchase the car.
photos with this article, we would
love to get your opinion. Enjoy!
To make a long story short, as it
Ed Taccone

Page 4 HBCC Newsletter March 2018

visit our website at https://www.headwatersbritishcarclub.org/

HBCC Newsletter

March 2018

HBCC March 2018 Crossword Puzzle

By Kimberly Evans

Please see page 6 for the crossword clues.
The first person to submit the correctly solved crossward
will be the winner.

Email your completed crossward to
kimberly evans at ralphandkimberly@gmail.com
The winner will be announced at our march 7th monthly meeting
and be awarded a surprise gift! The answers will be published in
the april issue of British Driven.
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HBCC March 2018 Crossword Puzzle Clues
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Order of British Car Council Enthusiasts Award
by Ed taccone

In 2017, the British Car
Council decided to recognize
an individual from each of the
British Car Clubs under their
umbrella.
Our HBCC executive decided
our first HBCC recipient for the
BCCI Award would be Angela
van Breemen.
From Left to Right, Jim Kenzie, Angela van
It is without a doubt that
Breemen and Ed Taccone.
Angela’s HBCC past and
present involvement in our
contributed toward its close knit
Club with her multi tasking skills and friendly environment. She
in different Club functions, has
has helped to move our club
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forward to become as splendid as
it is.
In attendance for the medal
presentation was award winning
Automotive journalist, Jim
Kenzie.
Angela, it is with pleasure on
behalf of our HBCC Executive,
and Members, that we say,
CONGRATULATIONS!!
Ed Taccone
HBCC President

visit our website at https://www.headwatersbritishcarclub.org/

HBCC Newsletter

March 2018

Upcoming Events

The Sponsors’ Corner

If you are thinking of organizing an event for our
2018 Driving Season, please contact our
Events Coordinator, Tom Hodgson.
Mar. 7th General Meeting at Community Living Dufferin.
Mar 17th St. Patrick’s Day Lunch gathering - details to follow.
April 4th General meeting at Community Living Dufferin.
EOI* April 22nd Ancaster Flea Market.
May 2nd General meeting at Community Living Dufferin.
May 12th Short Run To Lisle and Shelburne,
Host Rob Leggatt. (Helper Tom H.)
May 26th Bill and Eilish Boston will be hosting a drive ending
at the new Grand Valley Distillery.
Helpers Tom and Jean Hodgson.
EOI* MG Car Club June 1st Spring Fling in Niagara
June 6th HBCC BBQ & Monthly Meeting
June 9th HBCC All British Classic & Antique Car Show
For Details of our HBCC Events and Events of Interest visit:
https://www.headwatersbritishcarclub.org/index.php/events/
*EOI means Event Of Interest - Hosted by some other club

Vehicle Storage Available at
Toad Hollow* from October
to May 1st, 2018
Call David Maguire
at 519-216-0138
*Toad Hollow is located at the
rear of 55 Townline, Orangeville
(enter off John Street)

David Maguire, Sales Representative
Serving Your Real Estate Needs in
Dufferin County Since 1984
Business: 519.941.5151 or 905.450.3355
E-mail: dmaguire@royallepage.ca
visit me at www.dmaguire.ca
Toll Free: 1.800.268.2455 * Cell: 519.216.0138

RCR Realty, Brokerage

Independently Owned & Operated
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The Sponsors’ Corner

$100.00 per annum for 1/4 page ad; specs
required are 4.0” x 4.5”
$50.00 per annum for business card size; specs
required are 3.5” x 2”
Sponsor to provide high resolution artwork in jpg,
tiff, indd or pdf format.
A minimum of 10 issues per year will be published.
To arrange to have your advertisement placed
here, please contact the Editor at:
newsletter@headwatersbritishcarclub.org

Neil Mathieson, CPA, FICB
168 Broadway, Orangeville,
Ontario L9W 1K3
519-942-2880
3045 Southcreek Road, #27
Mississauga, ON L4X 2X6
905-206-0004

http://www.dianecyrhomes.com/Home
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Making Life Less Taxing

Neil Mathieson, Chartered Professional Accountant (CPA)
Fellow of the Institute of Canadian Bankers (FICB)
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