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Two Wheeled Machine
By Ed Taccone

I’ve always loved two wheeled
machines. I will be a young 72 (with
very little hair) this June but still
remember the day that I learned to
ride a bicycle clearly.
I was six years old and my dad had
been patiently running behind me,
holding the seat while I learned
to balance. After about a week of
practice, he let go, and I continued
on, upright!

enjoyed taking twisty roads at
high speeds, I just didn’t use the
motorcycle enough. Along with my
mother’s dreaded bickering, how the
motorcycle was an accident ready to
happen, it mostly sat in the garage
collecting dust, so I sold it.
Just lately, I read a post about
electric bikes with great interest. I
occasionally miss the thrill of going
fast on two wheels, even at my age.
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At that moment, I felt freedom. I
could zoom all over the village we
lived in at a pace that seemed like
warp speed compared to my previous
means of locomotion, walking. My
friends and I spent the summers
putting many, many miles on our
bicycles. It was great.
My love for two wheeled machines
never faded. When I was 19, I
bought a motorcycle. While I

Could an E-bike give me some of
that need for speed while at the same
time, getting me out of the car cage
(Viper)?
After doing some research, I decided
I would build my own E-bike.
Instead of a hub motor, I will go
with a mid-drive mounted motor.
This means the motor is mounted at
the crank instead of in the hub.
cont’d on page 3

Angela van Breemen
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By Angela van Breemen

One unique and remarkable
aspect of our beautiful car Club,
now nearly ten years old, is the
steadfast friendships that have been
established over this short time.

enthusiasm for life. His inventions,
his artwork and his zest for all things
cars, especially car racing were quite
amazing. He was like a force of
nature.

There is a vulnerability that one
opens oneself up to when such
strong friendships are established,
since at some future point, one will
have to utter that final goodbye.

Richard Pickering, another great
car enthusiast, was a fairly new
member of our Club, when he
passed, however we were fortunate
to have known him for the short
time that we did. He graced us with
many stories of his involvement with
the Canadian Auto Show.

Indeed, we have had to say our
farewells to many wonderful
people. Each of those individuals
had something very concrete to
contribute to the social fabric of our
Club and have made it what it is
today.
With Easter just having come and
gone, it seems appropriate to take a
moment to remember each of these
special people.

Alan Sands is the most recent
friend to whom we have had to say
goodbye. This gentleman had an
amazing zest for life, and there are
only a few individuals whom I have
met that are as well rounded and
knowledgeable about nearly any
subject under the sun as Alan was.

After that visit with Alan, I
frantically searched everywhere for
it. Peter was naturally perplexed at
my frenetic search, and probably just
as relieved as I was, when I finally
located it!
Next visit, I brought that book
over to Alan, and it was so much
fun having him relate his many
adventures and stories to us of his
childhood growing up in Adjala.
I would never have met such
amazing people like the folks I have,
if it were not for this Club.
Even more so, I feel privileged to
know you, my fellow HBCC friends
and readers of this humble little
newsletter, called British Driven.

When I was young, and learning the
rules of life, my dear mother first
told me of a quote by Alfred Lord
The enthusiasm displayed by Jenny I was particularly impressed one day, Tennyson, “Tis better to have loved
Stanton as our Membership Chair when Peter and I were visiting Alan and lost than never to have loved at
to learn that he was an avid historian all.”
in the early days of our growing
Club was a shining example of Club of our township called Adjala.
This is how I still feel today; it is
spirit, and this spirit has continued When I was in my late teens, I
better to have had the marvelous
to be shown by the Membership
worked during the summer months friendships which have developed
Chairs that have followed in her
of 1977 and 1978 for the Adjala
in the Club, than to have missed
footsteps.
Historical Society. It was a dream
this opportunity. I am sure you will
job
for
a
kid
who
had
just
gotten
her
Donald Gordon was one of
agree, that it is these friendships
license.
those folks with a wicked sense of
above all else that have enriched our
humour, who was really a sweet
I drove throughout the beautiful
lives.
marshmallow of a guy inside that
rolling hills of our township
In closing, here is a quote from
brusque exterior.
interviewing people in their 70s,
Norman Cousins (1912-1990), a
80s and older who related to me
Mark Hill was a very quiet and
New York author, journalist and
their
remarkable
stories
growing
devoted car enthusiast who rarely
pacifist who campaigned for Peace
up during the early part of the last
missed one of our car events. He
and Health.
century,
and
their
lives
during
the
also had a sweet and kind smile
“Death is not the greatest loss in life.
depression era.
whenever one greeted him.
The greatest loss is what dies inside
I carefully compiled all their stories us while we live.”
Ron Pincoe’s compassionate heart
into book format and kept it
always had time for those that
May we all follow the example of
needed someone to listen to them. I proudly on my shelf for years. As
Jenny, Donald, Mark, Ron, Ken,
certainly miss the wonderful stories time went on and adult life began
Richard and Alan. Let us live our
he would tell, and the great articles in earnest, my book soon became
lives to the fullest and with the zest
forgotten and shuffled about till
he provided for British Driven.
for life and adventure these folks
it was no longer prominently
Ken Stahl, who had such an
have shown.
displayed.
adventuresome spirit, and
Angela van Breemen
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cont’d from page 1

The mid-drive is great for climbing
and centralized weight distribution.
Even Dorien, Ralph, and Ken M.
would approve for this type of
E-bike build.

probably would not approve.

People have a tendency for throwing
out all sorts of usable items. At
higher speeds of an E-bike, the
suspension will help maintain
control.

club members. It will go on every
run Tom Hodgson is co-ordinating.

There are plenty of bikes out there,
with its suspension geometry to
allow mounting the battery pack
centrally and the bike ending at a
I will look for a full suspension bike weight of only 29 lbs (a little over
13 kg).
when staking out garage sales, and
side of the road items on garbage
After I am finished building my
days.
E-bike, I will share it with my car

I also want a bike that will
accommodate the battery on the
water bottle mount. Finally, I will
want low weight. Perhaps my son’s

Jamis Dakar will fit the bill, but he

even with the odd E-type.
Perhaps Sandra will allow me to
have my E-bike on display in “her”
living room, between car runs.
By now you’re probably thinking
I’ve lost a few screws. If you think
that, you are on the same wave
length as my spouse.

It will be on a bike carrier on the
rear of my British Cars. No longer
will our club members have to
worry about the “All British Car
Breakdowns.”
No longer any worries about failed
Lucas parts, running out of petro,
windscreen wipers not working, flats She has a “Screwdriver” in her hand.
Little does she know, that I know
or tyres (British for tires) coming
someone that keeps a Motto Guzzi
off, while on fun filled club runs.
or two, in their living. room.
Just call CAA, and then continue on
Sorry, I am not at liberty to
the run with my E-bike. Don’t be
mention the inspiring sales person,
alarmed, helmet is included along
that actually talked his better half
with rain gear!
in agreeing to such a monumental
And, as far as keeping up with the
interior decorating feat.
group, not a big deal, it will keep up
Ed Taccone
with any Triumph or MGB, perhaps

High Hopes Car Shopping
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The Answers to HBCC April 2018 Crossword
By Kimberly Evans

And the winner is: Dorien Berteletti!
He couldn’t figure out the answer to 21 DOWN, so asked Ann.
She replied immediately, “SEATBELTS!”
The prize was an emergency kit to keep in his car.
Please see page 5 for the Clues.
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HBCC April 2018 Crossword Puzzle Clues
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5 Tips To Reduce Fuel Consumption

April 2018

1. Close Windows on Highways. With the windows
2. Replace Dirty Air Filters. Dirty air filters can cause
open, the air resistance of the vehicle is high, especially
impurities and dust to enter the engine, which
when you exceed 80 km/h. Closing the window can
reduces combustion efficiency, resulting in higher fuel
improve vehicle dynamics and air resistance and may
consumption. Changing the filters every 20,000 kms
reduce fuel consumption by 4 to 5%.
as per most car manufacturers improves combustion
efficiency by allowing clean air to enter to the engine.
This may improve fuel consumption by up to 3%.
3. Reduce Weight in the Car. Get rid of unnecessary
items in the boot. Every extra 40Kg of weight can
consume 1% more fuel.
4. Maintain a Moderate Speed. Maintaining a moderate
speed of 120 kms per hour (The OPP would not agree
about the speed) may save fuel by about 3 - 5%.
5. Avoid Traffic Jams. The amount of fuel consumed by
the car when moving in first and second gear is about
20% to 35% greater than its consumption in the
third, fourth and fifth gear.
					Source; Top5List
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Upcoming Events

The Sponsors’ Corner

If you are thinking of organizing an event for our
2018 Driving Season, please contact our
Events Coordinator, Tom Hodgson.
April 4th General meeting at Community Living Dufferin.
EOI* April 22nd Ancaster Flea Market.
May 2nd General meeting at Community Living Dufferin.
May 12th Short Run To Lisle and Shelburne,
Host Rob Leggatt. (Helper Tom H.)
May 26th Bill and Eilish Boston will be hosting a drive ending
at the new Grand Valley Distillery.
Helpers Tom and Jean Hodgson.
EOI* MG Car Club June 1st Spring Fling in Niagara
June 6th HBCC BBQ & Monthly Meeting
June 9th HBCC All British Classic & Antique Car Show
June 24th Run to Aberfoyle Antique and Collectibles Market
July 4th Potluck Monthly General Meeting
July 5th Annual Hockley Hill Climb
For Details of our HBCC Events and Events of Interest visit:
https://www.headwatersbritishcarclub.org/index.php/events/
*EOI means Event Of Interest - Hosted by some other club
On May 5th, 2018,
Join Me For
The First Annual Toad
Hollow Tom Sawyer BBQ
For Details, Call David
Maguire
at 519-216-0138
*Toad Hollow is located at the
rear of 55 Townline, Orangeville
(enter off John Street)
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The Sponsors’ Corner

$100.00 per annum for 1/4 page ad; specs
required are 4.0” x 4.5”
$50.00 per annum for business card size; specs
required are 3.5” x 2”
Sponsor to provide high resolution artwork in jpg,
tiff, indd or pdf format.
A minimum of 10 issues per year will be published.
To arrange to have your advertisement placed
here, please contact the Editor at:
newsletter@headwatersbritishcarclub.org

Neil Mathieson, CPA, FICB
168 Broadway, Orangeville,
Ontario L9W 1K3
519-942-2880
3045 Southcreek Road, #27
Mississauga, ON L4X 2X6
905-206-0004

http://www.dianecyrhomes.com/Home
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Making Life Less Taxing

Neil Mathieson, Chartered Professional Accountant (CPA)
Fellow of the Institute of Canadian Bankers (FICB)
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