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Do You Remember When?
By Ed Taccone

The other day I was rummaging
quickly. It’s almost like a blur! I love
through some stuff and came across everything that’s old: old friends, old
some old photos. It certainly brought times, old manners. Old wine. old
back memories of
books, Old cars. Yes, it’s
how wonderful
fun to reminisce
the simple life
Do you remember when
was back then. I
you spun 45rpm records
thought I would
with the big centre holes.
write an article for
Your powdered detergent
British Driven while
came with towels in
in my mood for
them, my mother loved
reminiscing.
those towels.
Do you remember
We never counted calories
when the good old
in desserts, and cream
days were not all
and butter were healthy
that, “old”?
ingredients.
If you’re anything
cont’d on page 2
like me, you’re probably wondering
how the years could have passed so
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After reading Ed’s article from this
issue, I was struck by the wonderful
privileges we have had growing up in
this beautiful country, called Canada.
I am reminded of the type of
childhood my parents must have had
growing up in occupied Holland
during World War II.
For Dutch people, and those of
Dutch heritage, Canada holds a very
special place in our hearts.
I am so grateful that my parents
made the decision in 1952 to
immigrate to Canada. They

embraced their new home and
country with such enthusiasm, to
the point, that it took quite a bit
of effort for me to learn Dutch in
our household. The emphasis was
on becoming Canadian, and that
meant speaking English. It was not
till much later that I learned some
rudimentary Dutch, which served
me well when I visited Holland as an
adult.
Whenever I visited Holland, family,
friends and new acquaintances were
always so quick to express their
Cont’d on page 4
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Do You Remember When? cont’d from page 1

Playing with tinker toys, my
favourite was a peashooter, (and the
reason why my parents wondered
where all the peas were disappearing
to so rapidly).

We always loved Sunday drives,
and soft drink in a carton was a
special treat. You got Orange Crush
in a brown glass bottle out of a big
cooler filled
with water
and floating
blocks of
ice at the
variety store
in Clarkson
(now
Mississauga)
back in the
50’s. Ken
Mason would
remember
that.
Oh yes! A family picnic meant
spreading a blanket at the side
of a country road and enjoying
homemade sandwiches, icicle
pickles, and thick slices of fresh
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baked apple pie. We thought we’d
died and gone to heaven.
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Do you remember when times
seemed simpler? Whether it was
the 50’s, 60’s, or 70’s. I remember
growing up in the 1950’s, and all
the girls wanting poodle skirts and
saddle shoes.

You got big
ice cream
cones for 10
cents at the
Tasty Freeze
in Clarkson
(Ken will
remember
that too),
with real ice
cream and
three flavours
to choose from; vanilla, chocolate
and strawberry.
And who could ever forget the toy
commercials? I especially remember
watching the slinky commercial. I
could hardly wait to get one and

I for one as other boys wore thin Ivy
League pants with those thin black
and grey stripes and white buck
shoes. Those white buck shoes were
certainly a challenge to keep clean.
Yes, many wonderful memories. I
remember collecting pop bottles
for money and visiting the variety
store. You could get so much candy
for a few bottles. I can remember
yummy….

watch it walk down the stairs. My
homework suffered for the first week
while in my possession until my
mother took it away. There you have
it I was not the perfect kid.

Folks if you had a chance to read
this, do me a favour? Let me know
of your own recollections of those
wonderful days. I look forward to it.
Ed Taccone

visit our website at https://www.headwatersbritishcarclub.org/
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The Automobile Association
The trend in classic car valuations
has been on an increasingly upward
trajectory recently. Therefore,
our inclination was to get a new
appraisal of our 1970 Jaguar XKE. I
contacted Alan Lewis from Vintage
Car Connection for the appraisal.

By Peter Pontsa

antagonism, mistrust and hostility.
Horses were alarmed; the cars
polluted the air and were annoyingly
loud.

Because of this police tyranny,
Charles Jurrot, a car dealer,
coordinated a group of cyclists adept
at evaluating speed to help drivers.

As we moved around the back, of
the car, Alan saw the yellow GB
and the AA badges on the bumper.
They were mounted on either
side of the license plate. What
does AA stand for he asked? I said
“Australian Automotive or American
Automotive Association.” I was just
guessing. We owned the car for
12 years and never really thought
about the badges even though I have
washed and waxed the car hundreds
of times.

They toured Brighton Road
warning drivers of excessive speed
or improper driving skills. In 1905
another group was formed called
the”Motorist Mutual Association”.
In a month, the name changed to
the “Automotive Association” which
expanded the scope to other roads
and was signing on paying members.

By 1903, the speed limit of 20 mph
was set. In the early days, speed
After the valuation, Allan went
home and he researched AA and sent enforcement by the police was
fuelled by vivacity and obsessive
me a link to their website. I found
behavior, bordering on intolerance.
out about what they did and was
“Hedge hogs” was the term used
flabbergasted about this remarkable
by early drivers to describe the
organization.
overzealous behavior of the police,
who almost devastated the new age
In the UK, motor cars were first
of motoring.
categorized as locomotives with
a 4 miles per hour speed limit. A
The tactic the police used was
footman advanced before the car,
devious. Two plain clothed police
red flag in hand. This law was
enforced under the “Locomotives on officers would position themselves
200 meters apart, on a straight
Highways Act of 1865”. Thirteen
years later that footman was required thorough fare. The first officer would
signal the other with a white hanky,
to aid horses passing the motor car.
the second started a stopwatch to
time the car. The third uniform cop
When they first arrived on the
would stop and charge the driver
scene, motor cars were met with
Page 3 HBCC Newsletter November 2018

for speeding for as little as two miles
over the limit. Cold-hearted judges
dispensed heavy fines of five pounds,
which was equivalent to four weeks
of pay, or you could spend a month
in jail instead.

Many of the first scouts patrolling
the roads were newspaper carriers
from Fleet Street. They used their
own bicycles on weekends and
considered it a hobby.
Cont’d on page 4
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The Automobile Association

Some of these scouts attended court
to testify for the defense. In one
case, the driver was found guilty and
the scout arrested for perjury. “The
Automotive Association” used all its
funds to get the scout exonerated.
Thankfully, only after three months
of existence the court case was won.
The “Automotive Association” faced
losing their reputation and was
facing bankruptcy if they failed.
Later they incorporated a system
where a red badge meant the
member was to stop and get
information. This was a way to
inform the driver about speed traps.
However, in 1911 this practice
ended, because it was negatively
affecting the work of the police.
From then on, an absence of a salute
would be the signal that there was a
speed trap ahead.
In 1906, AA started placing road
signs stating miles to villages, school
zones and dangerous bends. This
practice started an innovation in
automotive motoring. They also
developed foreign touring and AA
telephone boxes.
During the First World War,
members contributed their vehicles
for the war effort. Two companies
were formed for the 8th (cyclist)
Battalion of the Essex Regiment.
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Cont’d From Page 3

Roll of Honor was commissioned, in
appreciation of the men’s struggle in
the conflict.

Association” also has the largest
roadside fleet of patrol vans in the
UK.
The AA was the first to establish
roadside filling stations, soon the big
oil companies realized the potential!

source: https://www.theaa.com

As their membership grew over the
years so did their services. Airplanes
reported the weather, created route
maps, did traffic spotting and
dropping supplies in snowbound
villages.
They also helped with major
accidents and floods. The AA
implemented approval of repair
garages, supplied packaged holidays
and are very much like our CAA
or the AAA in the United States.
They have gone on to become a
very large entity with vehicle and
home insurance, travel planning
and banking. The”Automotive

I visited their website and saw what
they have been doing to help their
fellow motorist in the UK. They
have an effective and computerized
system, which could be the envy of
the CAA.
I thank Allan Lewis for going down
the rabbit hole and pointing me in
the direction to discover the meaning
of my AA badge.
In 1967, the rectangular yellow
badge was introduced and is still
used today.
After examining the used vehicle
information package for the Jaguar
XKE, I can ascertain that the car was
never in the UK. Therefore, I expect
one of the previous owners here
in Ontario placed the GB and AA
badges on the car.
Since reviewing the origins of that
badge, I think it has become part of
the car’s provenance and will remain
on that bumper until it falls off!

source: https://www.theaa.com

Most of these men served on the
Western Front and military action
took at least 20 AA lives. In 1915 a
Page 4 HBCC Newsletter November 2018

Sources:
1.
2.

Peter Pontsa

http://ridevintage.com/1905-cycle-scouts-aaautomobile-association/
https://www.theaa.com
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Remembering Our Veterans... cont’d from page 1
gratitude to the Canadians for their
major contribution toward liberating
the Dutch from the Nazis.
My heart never fails to fill with pride
that I am also a Canadian, and I
believe we must never as citizens of
this country forget these soldiers for
their sacrifices.
Every Remembrance Day, I make
sure to pause at the 11th hour of
that 11th day and 11th month, to
remember these special individuals.

My father’s ordeal reinforced to
me the psychological trauma that
soldiers must experience.
I was so saddened when I read
an article about the poor care our
Canadian government provides our
veterans. Here is a excerpt from a
CBC News article which appeared
on February 19th, 2018.

“The original “Veterans Charter”
emerging from World War II was
truly universal. Every veteran was
offered assistance to re-establish
But do we in fact, acknowledge our
brave soldiers that still serve today, in life back at home, with programs
offering farming equipment and
our peace keeping missions around
animals, land, homes, education,
the world?
financial assistance and priority
job placements. By 1947, veterans
Do we honour them enough when
benefits were twice the expenditures
they have served our country, and
then have tried to resume their lives of national defence and 16 per
cent of the federal budget. Canada
as civilians? I fear not.
invested 2.3 per cent of its entire
GDP in assisting veterans. This
Do we provide them with the
investment in veterans, both
healthcare, financial and emotional
economists and historians largely
support when they return home
agree, contributed to Canada being
from war torn areas of the world,
broken and hurt, physically and / or one of the most successful post-war
economies.”
mentally? Once again, I fear not.
Sadly, this is not the case today.
Since that time, the appreciation
for Canadian veterans has been in
decline. There seems to be very little
respect and regard for what it means
to wear a military uniform and to
defend the freedoms and rights most
of us take for granted.

I ask this question, because of my
father. He was born in 1926 and
was a teenager during the German
occupation. At the tender age
of 16, he worked for the Dutch
Underground, delivering messages,
He was captured toward the
end of the war and was sent to a
concentration camp. He would never
Current spending on veterans
as long as he lived, tell us anything
represents a mere 1.2 per cent of the
about it.
federal budget and 0.2 per cent of
GDP.
What I do know is that he suffered
greatly psychologically and my
mother told me he often woke in a
cold sweat after having had horrific
nightmares.
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For me, a child of immigrants, who
may not even have been born had
the Canadians not been successful
in liberating the Netherlands, I can

not fathom the lack of respect and
honour we give Veterans today.
This Remembrance Day, let us
remember all our Veterans, past
and present, and ensure they are
honoured every day with the respect
and admiration they deserve.
If you agree with me, please tell your
MPs that it is unacceptable to turn
our backs on these brave men and
women who have served our country
with dignity and honour.
Let us in turn, honour them, not
with platitudes and easy talk, but
with sincerity and action.
Angela van Breemen

This November 11th marks the
100th anniversary of the ending of
the War to End all Wars.
This phrase was first used by author
H.G. Wells. It had been hoped that
the war would lead to the destruction
of the sorts of government and
attitudes that cause war. These beliefs
were proved to be wrong, and this
war is now known as World War I.
100 Years later our world is still in so
much turmoil. It is my heartfelt wish
that one day, true peace will reign for
all citizens of this world, and brave,
young people will no longer have to
pay that ultimate sacrifice.			
				Angela

visit our website at https://www.headwatersbritishcarclub.org/
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Reflections from a past president

For the last five years I have had the
privilege of being president and past
president of this remarkable car club.
Being on the Executive Council has
brought me into contact with some
different viewpoints and insights
which I believe creates balance and
promotes good decision-making.
What pleased me most, was how
quickly we came together to address
the revitalization of our bylaws, a few
years ago. That was good work by all.

November 2018

to bring non-perishables on our car
runs. We would fill the trunk of his
MGB with the food and it would be
delivered to the local food bank.

There is plenty of time to think
about it. I would appreciate it, if
you are interested to get back to me
sometime in the New Year.

Our club has made several initiatives
to accomplish a great deal more,
like our 50/50, the Antique Classic
Car Show, past concerts, member
donations and our Christmas party
auctions. This is an achievement in
social values for all of us.

The British Car Council Long
Distance Awards forms are due for
submission by November 15th. Please
have your forms into me by then. On
November 1st, I sent you a form to
download, however you may also visit
the British Car Council website to fill
out the application form online by
visiting this link:

This November marks our 10th
anniversary. Some of us will still
remember the pool hall where we
held our first meetings in Mono
Plaza. Norm Redpath was our
president, Tom Hodgson was our
vice president when they founded the
Headwaters British Car Club in the
fall of 2008.

http://www.britishcarcouncil.ca/
index.php/new-long-distance-form
/?fbclid=IwAR04k8vs1iLbnWIGT
muta3wqjiE83uhVwOIfpuG9Qyo
k6t_hI13m08xlAhM

Our accomplishments over the years
are many when you consider the
size of our club. Other car clubs
respect us for our leadership and our
generosity and our local community
recognizes the HBCC as well.

At the last Executive meeting, we
discussed the “British Car Council
Order of British Car Enthusiasts’
Program.” This program was
introduced by the BCCI in 2017 and
is meant to honour one outstanding
car club member.

Our club has supported other car
clubs’ events and we have donated
funds to local charities.
I think these are qualities of a great
car club.
Over the years, I have often run into
Pastor Kerry from the Lighthouse
who has always thanked us for our
kindness. Just last Thursday we
dropped in just before lunch to say
hello. We found out Home Depot
had renovated the lunchroom in
April. Pastor Kerry was delighted to
see us and wished us good weather
for the Polar Bear Run. He and his
volunteers were expecting about 30
hungry people for lunch.
Our charitable journey started early
on, when Norm Redpath asked us
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Your personalized dash plaque should
be ready in the beginning of the New
Year.

I would be amiss, if I did not
mention the camaraderie of the
club and the friendships developed
over the years. The runs, BBQ’s and
the events that bring us together
repeatedly, are what bonds us.
At AGM’s in the past, we would
have had an election on November
7th, however since the revision to
the Bylaws has been made to have
elections every two years, we will be
holding one next year.
At the 2019 AGM, our Executive
Council will be up for re-election. At
this time, I would like to remind you
all to consider putting your names
forward for the next year’s Executive
Council.

It was decided by our Executive that
for 2018, the general membership
should be the ones involved in the
selection process. As liaison to the
BCCI, I will be sending out an email
asking each member to respond
with their top choice. The award is
an attractive engraved medal which
shows the recipient’s name, our Club
and the year of the award.

In closing, I would like to thank our
humorous President Ed Taccone and
the Executive Council for a job well
done over this last past year.
Next Year should be a banner year.
Thank You

Peter T Pontsa

visit our website at https://www.headwatersbritishcarclub.org/
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Congratulations to Ralph and Kimberly Evans
Congratulations to HBCC members
Ralph and Kimberly Evans for
winning Best of Show at British Car
Day on Sunday September 16th!
This is the largest British car show
in North America and this beautiful
1937 Triumph Continental is one of

only two examples remaining in the
world. It was lovingly restored by
Ralph and Kimberly.
Also in attendance at the show was
Grant Thomas of Grant Thomas
Automotive Art.

He was busy at British Car Day
delighting visitors with his beautiful
drawings of British Classics. Pictured
above is the fabulous drawing of the
Evans’ show stopping car!
			

The Editor

Lighthearted News: Pillsbury Doughboy Obituary
It is with the
saddest heart
that I must
pass on the
following news.

the Hostess Twinkies and Captain
Crunch.

He is also survived by his elderly
father Pop Tart.

The grave site was piled high with
flours.

The funeral was held at 3:50 for
about 20 minutes.

Please join me
in remembering
a great
icon of the
entertainment
community.

Source:
Aunt Jemima delivered the eulogy
and lovingly described Doughboy as http://funnybizblog.com/funny-stuff/
a man who never knew how much he pillsbury-doughboy-obituary
was kneaded.

Doughboy rose quickly in show
business, but his later life was
The Pillsbury Doughboy died
filled with turnovers. He was not
yesterday of a yeast infection and
considered a very smart cookie,
complications from repeated pokes in wasting much of his dough on halfthe belly.
baked schemes.
He was 71.
Doughboy was buried in a lightly
greased coffin.
Dozens of celebrities turned out to
pay their respects, including Mrs.
Butterworth, Hungry Jack, the
California Raisins, Betty Crocker,
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Granny’s idea of how to
winterize the car!

Despite being a little flaky at times,
he still, as a crusty old man, was
considered a roll model for millions.
Doughboy is survived by his wife,
Play Dough; two children John
Dough and Jane Dough; plus they
had one in the oven.
visit our website at https://www.headwatersbritishcarclub.org/
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Interesting Sayings From Another Era
I am always fascinated by the origins
of sayings. There are plenty of
interesting sayings we use everyday
that come from another era.
The origins of why we say things
or do things, such as stepping over
the threshold, or why brides carry
bouquets on their wedding days are
often based on very practical reasons.
We say many of these expressions all
the time, instinctively knowing what
they mean, but we never really think
about how they came to be.
Let’s have some fun, and go over
some of the following expressions!

Poor people had dirt floors in their
homes, hence the expression “dirt
poor.”

next occupant. Bones were recovered
from the coffins and sold to bone
houses.

Only rich people had slate floos,
however this was slippery when wet,
so they spread thresh (straw) on the
floor. Winter winds make things
drafty, so a piece of wood was placed
at the entrance, to keep the thresh in
place! Thus the name “threshold.”

Sadly 1 out of every 25 coffins had
scratch marks on the inside. Clearly
people were being buried alive. To
address this problem, a string was
tied around the wrist of the “corpse”
and it was led through the coffin and
up through the ground and tied to a
bell.

Bread was divvied up in a very
interesting way, leading to another
expression. The burnt bottom went
to the workers. The family got the
middle, and the guests got.... you
guessed it! “The Upper Crust.”

At one time, urine was used to tan
animal skins, and very poor families
would all pee in a pot, and sell the
urine each day to the tannery. If you
had to do this you were “piss poor.”

I questioned the above explanation
for the expression, “dead ringer” and
did a little more digging.

If you couldn’t afford a pot, you
didn’t “have a pot to piss in.”
Although most people got married
in June, they took their yearly bath
in May. Brides carried a bouquet of
flowers in order to hide the body
odour.

In the old days a big kettle was
always hung over the fire, and every
day new things were added to the
pot. Often food was in the pot for
a very long time, resulting in the
expression “Peas porridge hot, peas
porridge cold, peas porridge in the
pot nine days old.”
Although the pot mostly contained
vegetables, occasionally the man of
the house would “bring home the
bacon.” The bacon would be proudly
displayed to show off to guests. The
host would cut off a little to share,
and they would then, “chew the fat.”
In old, small villages where space
was limited, burial grounds space
was at a premium. Coffins would
be dug and the space reused for the
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Someone would sit by the grave site
all night long and listen for the bell.
This became known as the
“graveyard shift.” This also meant
that if you rang the bell, you were
“saved by the bell” or you were a
“dead ringer.”

Another more plausible origin for
the expression “dead ringer” may
come from 19th century horse
racing slang, which meant that a
horse was substituted for another
of similar appearance in order to
defraud the bookies. The meaning
of “dead” in this instance is exact or
precise. Hence a “dead ringer” means
an exact duplicate.
I hope you enjoyed the above! If you
have more tidbits like this to share
please let me know at newsletter@
headwatersbritishcarclub.org
Angela van Breemen

Sources: https://www.littlethings.com/
customs-from-a-simpler-time-vas
https://www.phrases.org.uk/meanings/
dead-ringer.html
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Upcoming Events
If you are thinking of organizing an event for our 2019 Driving Season, please email
our Events Coordinator, Tom Hodgson at events@headwatersbritishcarclub.org
December 5th HBCC Annual Christmas Party

For Details of our HBCC Events and Events of Interest visit:
https://www.headwatersbritishcarclub.org/index.php/events/

The Sponsors’ Corner
New Sponsor: Vintage Car Connections!

https://dianecyrhomes.com/
Page 9 HBCC Newsletter November 2018
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The Sponsors’ Corner

cont’d from page 10
David Maguire, Sales Representative
Serving Your Real Estate Needs in
Dufferin County Since 1984

Winter Storage for your
vehicle will be available at
Toad Hollow starting
in October.

Business: 519.941.5151 or 905.450.3355
E-mail: dmaguire@royallepage.ca
visit me at www.dmaguire.ca
Toll Free: 1.800.268.2455 * Cell: 519.216.0138

Call David Maguire for
details at 519-216-0138
*Toad Hollow is located at the
rear of 55 Townline, Orangeville
(enter off John Street)

RCR Realty, Brokerage

Independently Owned & Operated

Neil Mathieson, CPA, FICB
168 Broadway, Orangeville,
Ontario L9W 1K3
519-942-2880
3045 Southcreek Road, #27
Mississauga, ON L4X 2X6
905-206-0004

Making Life Less Taxing

Neil Mathieson, Chartered Professional Accountant (CPA)
Fellow of the Institute of Canadian Bankers (FICB)

CONSULTATION | DESIGN | CUSTOM CABINETS | PROJECT COORDINATION

$100.00 per annum for 1/4 page ad; specs
required are 4.0” x 4.5”
$50.00 per annum for business card size; specs
required are 3.5” x 2”
Sponsor to provide high resolution artwork in jpg,
tiff, indd or pdf format.

Advertise your
company here!

Page 10 HBCC Newsletter November 2018

A minimum of 6 issues per year will be published.
To arrange to have your advertisement placed
here, please contact the Editor at:
newsletter@headwatersbritishcarclub.org

visit our website at https://www.headwatersbritishcarclub.org/

