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SAFETY lS AN lLLUSlON

BY ED TACCONE

Man, [ sure lead a risky life these days.
P've learned that I am in the bleeding
(British term) edge of so many wild
frontiers, it is a
wonder that I'm
still alive.

When you

add in the fact
that I'm also in
decent health,
constantly happy,
and I even still
have all of my fingers and toes! I am
expecting a call from the Guinness
Book of World Records any day now.
Let’s review a few of the risks people
have told me 'm running.

When I mention about my strategy
of driving one of my smaller Classic
cars like my Morris Minor, some
people chime in about
how dangerous it is to
drive anything except

by large Classics like an old
Mack truck.

When I mention how
we should all ride bikes,
even though mine is
hanging on display in
my Man Cave, people whine about
the danger of getting hit while cycling.

When I describe my love for
mechanics and the odd carpentry

CONTD ON PAGE 4

SAFETY GLASS WAS INVENTED BY ACCIDENT
BY ANGELA VAN BREEMEN

[¢’s funny how the articles in our
newsletter often have a common
theme; this one being safety!

[ recently was speaking with a
wholesaler of British car parts, and
we got onto the topic of safety glass
and how it was developed quite by
accident.

In 1903, the French chemist Edouard
Bénédictus (1878-1930) accidentally
dropped a glass flask which had
become coated with cellulose nitrate

(plastic).

He was surprised to see that although
it had shattered, it did not break into

pieces.

He did not consider filing a patent
until 1911 when he learned about
an accident where two women were
severely injured by flying glass. He
formed the Société du Verre Triplex,
which manufactured a glass-plastic
composite to reduce injuries in car
accidents.

Since it was very expensive to
manufacture the Triplex laminated
glass, it was not immediately adopted
by automobile manufacturers,
however it was used extensively in
the eyepieces of gas masks during the
first world war.

CONTD ON PAGE 2
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John Crewe Wood, a solicitor in
Swindon, Wiltshire, England, also
recognized the potential of safety
glass, and patented a laminated glass
for use as windshields.

In this case, the layers of glass were
bonded together with Canada
balsam, a turpentine made from
the resin of the balsam fir tree.
Unfortunately, over time the shield
will begin to yellow due to the
properties of the Canada balsam
resin.

Laminated safety glass began being
used in automobile windshields

in 1927. In 1930, the mandatory
use of laminated safety glass was
adopted universally in cars when the
British Parliament required all new
cars to have windscreens installed

with safety glass.

Another interesting fact is that
laminated safety glass is only used

in windshields, but tempered glass
is used in side and rear windows.

The conventional reason is that
laminated glass is extremely
difficult to cut. This means
precious moments could be lost if
a rescue crew cannot cut through
the laminated glass. Tempered
glass, on the other hand shatters
upon impact, making it easier for
emergency Crews to assist, or in
the case of a car being submerged,
allows for a quicker exit.

There have been recent lawsuits and
controversy, however, where it is
thought that the use of laminated
glass would be more suitable even
for the side and rear windows

in order to avoid ejection of the
occupants, which nearly always
results in fatalities.

Since 1936, most laminated safety
glass is made using polyvinyl
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butyral stuck between two layers

of glass. It is extremely strong and
flexible and is crystal clear providing
excellent visibility.

Today’s manufacturing process of
laminated glass involves taking two
layers of annealed glass and placing
a layer of polyvinyl butyral between
them. To expel any air pockets, the
glass is then run through a series of
rollers. The glass is also heated in a
pressurized oil bath to around 160
degrees Fahrenheit in order to bond
the layers together.

Although one might argue that
accidents are generally something
to avoid at all costs, in this case, it
was quite a happy accident when
Bénédictus dropped that glass flask.

By recognizing the potential, he has
no doubt saved countless lives, in
the past, now and in the future.

ANGELA VAN BREEMEN

STH ANNUAL HBCC ALL BRITISH
CLASSIC & ANTIQUE CAR SHOW

SAT. JUNE 8TH, 2019

10AM TO 3PM

CALEDON AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY FAIRGROUNDS
18297 HURONTARIO (HWY 10), CALEDON, ONTARIO, L7K 0X7

$10.00 PER CAR

REGISTRATION OPENS AT 9:00AM

AWARDS AT 2:00PM FOR JUDGE'S CHOICE OF BEST OF SHOW,
PEOPLE’S CHOICE FOR 1ST, 2ND AND 3RD RUNNER UP

PRIZES & RAFFLES

FOOD AND ENTERTAINMENT ALL DAY (ON THE FAIRGROUNDS)

Many thanks to our sponsor:

THIS 5TH ANNUAL EVENT IS A FUNDRAISER FOR HOSPICE DUFFERIN

SI= BRITISH AUTO SPORT #&5
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AGRICULTURAL FAIRS ARE STILL IMPORTANT
BY ED TACCONE

Like many people, I used to have the same thoughts, “oh it’s just a fair.”

@ However, many years ago my very good friends Gary and Beverly Marr talked
' me into joining the Caledon Agricultural Society. My volunteer work with the

fair gave me an entirely new perspective. Needless to say it gave me a whole

new appreciation for what I used to consider “just a fair.”

More and more, society has begun to question the relevance of a fair when
less than 2 percent of the population is actively involved in production
agriculture. This question alone proves to me that fairs are more important
than ever. Fairs and livestock exhibitions are the foundation for agriculture

, promotion in our society, rural communities, and will continue to play in our
economy and daily lives.

| Fairs not only promote agriculture, but also supply jobs; support rural
economic development and local commerce; and provide opportunities for
youth and adult education. The success of a fair is dependant on its volunteers
and youth through programs like 4H. Whether they’re exhibiting livestock,
crops and clothing or newer future projects. Speaking from my own personal

§ cxperience I am so thankful for the opportunity to have made so many friends
® through the society, for a more vivid understanding of agriculture.

Many years ago, a simple gathering for commodity trade began as a way to
bring friends and neighbours together to showcase hard work and effort.
These things still matter. Fairs are the connecting point of the people and
products that Showcase our heritage. I wholeheartedly believe in fairs and
what they can do for the community and even the participants.

I encourage everyone to take time in 2019 to visit your local fair. Take a stroll
through the Heritage Hall, with all the great crafts and exhibits. Strike up a
conversation with a young exhibitor about his or her Project. Watch 4H show
cattle and the hard work they put into it. Experience a pony show, demolition
derby, truck and tractor pull, entertainers, antique and classic car show, or play §
some carnival games with your family, and more. Whether you are a lifetime
attendee or never set foot on the fairgrounds, now is the best time to get

involved in one of our Countries oldest traditions. Truly, rural roots run deep.
Ed Taccone
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SAFETY IS AN ILLUSION ...coNTD FROM PAGE 1

project and the power tools which

pans, and the radioactive fallout

make it possible, I get tales of severed from the Japanese nuclear reactors.

fingers and punctured eyeballs. The
only thing I ever get is tire punctures
because I always seem to leave screws
and nails laying around. The only
time it becomes critical if it happens
to be a tire on Sandra’s (wife) car.

When I suggest that it’s more cost
effective to use only high deductible
health and home insurance, people
talk about the risk of chronic
diseases lurking just around the
corner and the litigious people with
slippery shoes who might fall on my
walkway.

When I mention about how I never
keep more than a few thousand
dollars in uninvested cash around
(instead of the $30,000 “emergency
fund” that beginner financial
advisors suggest) people gasp and
talk about the dangers of holding

only volatile investments.

When I mention about my friends
who ride dirt bikes and motorcycles
for many years, and then have to
listen to dozens of lessons about how
dangerous those Death Machines
are.

This one really gets me. I've even
received earnest lectures about

the dangers of microwave ovens,
(something I really love when Sandra
is away for more than four hours)
cell phones, wi-fi routers, nonstick

vl Y .‘\g irz s R
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All of which I have taken no

precaution against.

So, I've come to realize that I really
am living on the edge by modern
standards. And I ask, How, could this
be? Why does our society have this
obsession with safety and danger
anyway? Have they picked it up
from watching TV during the 15
years | decided to minimize staying
tuned out of the medium?

Modern media seems to have figured
out that “fear sells”. If it’s possible to
portray something scary, the media
will find a way to do it. They've
noticed that fear will keep you glued
to the set, and fear will force you to
make purchases to protect yourself.

o
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I see all of this as breaking down to
two possibilities. Either I really am a
radical risk taker and these detractors
of mine are much more sensible
than I am. Or maybe, just maybe

]

Visifour website atfﬂhtt

Mr. E.T. has actually thought about
all this stuff and still come to, the
conclusion that life is safe enough.

As it turns out, I like doing the
math on things like this. I can’t keep
myself from making estimates of the
expected. Value of almost every life
action you can put a number on.
These calculations happen whether
I want them to or not, so I might as
well make the best of it.

Let’s use the often repeated, Small
Car Argument as an example (I do
belong to a car club).

You have to love those small British
Classics, it seems the smaller the
better. Better handling, easier
parking, less wasted materials, and
much better fuel efficiency.

But some people think small cars
are unsafe. They like to repeat scary
statements like, “In a crash, the big
vehicle wins, end of story”.

In closing, I will keep on driving big
or small. After all, about one fatality
occurs per hundred million vehicle
miles driven.

The driving season is upon us, so
get out there and enjoy your car,

whether it be small or big.

EDp TACCONE
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UPCcOMING EVENTS

If you are thinking of organizing an event for our 2019 Driving Season, please email
our Events Coordinator, Tom Hodgson at events@headwatersbritishcarclub.org

Next General Meetings: Wednesday, June 5, 2019
HBCC - All British Classic and Antique Car Show, June 8, 2019
HBCC - Proposed Overnight Run to Brantford - Volunteers Needed! June 22, 2019
General Meeting Wednesday, July 3, 2019

For Details of our HBCC Events and Events of Interest visit:
bttps://www.headwatersbritishcarclub.orglindex.pbp/events/
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Welcome to our New Sponsor:

THE SPONSORS CORNER KM British Cars!

KM

British Cars

Ken Mason

Parts * Service * Insurance Appraisals * Consultation

207393 Highway 9, Mono, ON L9W 6)2

Phone: (519) 942-1722
E-mail: ken@kmrestorations.com Website: www.kmbritishcars.ca

== BRITISH AUTO SPORT

Quality Sportscar Parts And Accessories

Lorie Martin-Pessot, independent designer

2 ra— Fred McEachern
k L t ¢ h E N V1510 1.ca TOLL FREE 1-888-485-2277
7 custom designed kitchemns Local at (905) 627-9995

24 Hour Fax (416) 410-6479

E-mail: britishautosport@belinet.ca
1565 Hwy 5 West, RR1

Troy, Ontario, LOR 2B0 Brmsi Moror Trabe Associaion

CONSULTATION | DESIGN | CUSTOM CABINETS | PROJECT COORDINATION

pect/vork 905-452-3033  catedon/pufterin 19-942-9130
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THE SPONSORS’ CORNER

...CONT'D FROM PAGE 5

Neil Mathieson, cra, FICB &

The Toad is now
in Residence!

168 Broadway, Orangeville,
Ontario LYW 1K3
519-942-2880

3045 Southcreek Road, #27
Mississauga, ON L4X 2X6

905-206-0004 Making Life Less Taxing

Call David Maguire for
details at 519-216-0138

F -
-

*Toad Hollow is located at the - - j
rear of 55 Townline, Orangeville s T ot Neil Mathieson, Chartered Professional Accountant (CPA)

(enter off John Street) AND RESTORATION Fellow of the Institute of Canadian Bankers (FICB)

David Maguire, Sales Representative
Serving Your Real Estate Needs in G
Dufferin County Since 1984 VI N A E
Business: 519.941.5151 or 905.450.3355
E-mail: dmaguire@royallepage.ca ” - m

visit me at www.dmaguire.ca
Toll Free: 1.800.268.2455 * Cell: 519.216.0138

CAR CONNECTION

— 1|5 0) LT

ROYAL LEPAGE Call Allan at [ (416) 319-3321 or 2 (519) 922-3321
YEARS
s— | YRS or visit @ ww.vintagecarconnection.com
E Professional A iation of Vehicle E , Inc.
RCR Realty, Brokerage o trustpave.com

Independently Owned & Operated

$100.00 per annum for 1/4 page ad; specs
required are 4.0” x 4.5”
(416) 826-3383 $50.00 per annum for business card size; specs

dgesualdi@bell.net : required are 3.5” x 2”

Sponsor to provide high resolution artwork in jpg,
tiff, indd or pdf format.

SALES REPRESENTATIVE

A minimum of 6 issues per year will be published.
To arrange to have your advertisement placed
here, please contact the Editor at:

newsletter@headwatersbritishcarclub.org

RE/MAX¥REAL ESTAFCENTRE INC., Brokerage
Independently Owped and Operated

HTTPS://DIANECYRHOMES.COM/
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