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Greetings from the President
By Ralph Evans

HBCC DIRECTORS

I realize I have very big shoes to fill, but I am excited to serve as President of
the Headwaters British Car Club for the next two years. It is truly an outstanding club, made up of an amazing group of people who have become
dear friends over the past ten years.

Ralph Evans - President
Jean-Louis Valade - Vice-President
Betty Huider - Secretary
Don Fysh - Treasurer
Mary Valade - Membership
Sandra Mason - Events
Pat Yaremko - Director
Leah Hill - Director
Ed Taccone - Past President

Thank you to those of you listed to the right, who have agreed to fill the important roles necessary for the functioning of a club like this. There is always
someone to step up and accomplish any task or challenge that is thrown your
way.
Thank you, too, to the members who support the club by attending events.
That, in itself, is more important than I can say. Added to that is your generosity of spirit that makes it possible for the club to make a difference in the
community through an annual charitable donation. The HBCC members
have a lot to be proud of.

ADMINISTRATION
Anne Joiner - Website
Paulette Kirkey - Website
FB Admin
Angela van Breeman - Tech
Kimberly Evans - Our Cars
Editor BD

Enough serious stuff. This is a fun club. Always has been. We enjoy each
other’s company. We eat well. We fix our cars and provide advice to others.
We drive our cars. We have some pretty fun cars to drive - even if they don’t
all go quite as fast as I am used to. It is all good.
As Christmas approaches, Kimberly, Suzi and I wish you and your families all
the very best of the holiday season. May you make memories to cherish, and
may the New Year be one of health and happiness. Most of all, remember:
car driving season is mere months away. HO HO HO!
Now is the time for me to retire to the Garage and get working on the GT6.
The new motor has been installed, and it’s maiden voyage was the Polar
Bear Run . Just have to get a few of the bugs out, like tuning the Stromberg's
and eliminating a couple of minor oil leaks . More on this in the next issue.
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“Suzi, have you
been a good girl
this year?

“Oh, yes,
Santa!”

Santa in his Workshop

HEADWATERS BRITISH CAR CLUB ho ho ho!

BRITISH DRIVEN
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Upcoming
Events
General Meetings
(winter months)
Community Living Dufferin
065371 County Road 3
East Garafraxa
Wednesday, February 5, 2020
Wednesday, March 4, 2020
7:00 p.m.

Driving Season
Decking the Halls

The Great Man-Cave
Christmas Tree
Decorating Party
By David Compton
Mr. Ed and his HBCC Merry Makers once again did themselves proud on December 8, decorating his man cave tree with assorted washers and bolts, old spark
plugs and leads, festive welding rods masquerading as icicles...all the holiday
favourites you’d expect from a little British Car club with a few loose nuts!
Then it was time to gather ‘round and sing Christmas carols - in both official languages, eh? Merci for hosting, Ed. Happy Holidays / Joyeuses Fetes!
Ralph tells me everyone was well behaved, and there were no fights. I am pretty
sure he was referring to the dogs, but I will assume that goes for the rest of the
group as well. - Editor
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If you are thinking of organizing an
event for the 2020 Driving Season,
please email our Events Coordinator, Sandra Mason at
events@headwatersbritishcarclub.org

Our Cars
Currently, HBCC Members enjoy
cars from the following Marques:
Aston Martin, Austin,
Austin Healey, Bentley, Bristol,
Jaguar, Land Rover, London Taxi,
Lotus, MG, Mini, Morgan, Morris,
Riley, Rolls-Royce, Sunbeam,
and Triumph.
There are currently 107 cars
registered with the Club.
To view photographs of our prized
automobiles, please visit
the Club website:
www.headwatersbritishcarclub.org
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End of Year Projects - Part One
By Dorien Berteletti
I decided to take the Crown wheel and pinion out of the 1948 Bristol 400, due
to too much play in the pinion. To the left is a picturegraph in glorious Tehnicolor illustrating the piece ready for installation. Removing is the usual work
of pulling out the half-shafts and anything else in the way. Mine has a sway
bar attached in the centre and this sits high up and not exactly accessible.
When you do get a British socket on it, it’s hard to loosen. Fortunately, the
then “President-to-be” dropped by and with the extra manpower, it came
loose.

\

So for those of you who only see this glorious piece as a “thing”, it’s what
drives all our cars. The horizontal piece is the pinion and the large round one
is the “crown”. Speaking of crowns, our Past President is rumoured to be
looking for crowns to be given as trophies for his speed events. Jogging
round the track wearing one may become part of the celebrations!
Now I was thinking of cutting my own gaskets, but feeling a little lazy and to
test the system, I called the Bristol factory in England. “Yes, Sir, they are in
stock and will be in the mail later today,” was the pleasant answer!
Nice that I can call the factory and still get original parts…must be the only
manufacturer in the world to do this, although Mercedes is also pretty good
about supporting their older cars.
I was hoping to install the unit but with the colder temperatures, any sealant
will not set and hence there would be a potential for leaks. Will have to wait.

Next on the list is the Rolls starter motor.
Not a conventional unit...that would be too easy. It’s a real Rube Goldberg
invention. “Goldberg is best known for his popular cartoons depicting complicated gadgets performing simple tasks in indirect, convoluted ways.”
Rolls decided that if the motor was seized or stuck, the starter motor would
get damaged and might also cause further damage to the car’s engine. They
then designed a Bendix or Bijur system with a clutch complete with small
clutch plates that would slip if encountering too much resistance and all
would be well. The torque setting is about 30 lbs.
The fact that your car’s engine may be seized and hence a more serious
problem, seems to have been overlooked.
My starter had been slipping for some time on and off, so I thought this would
be a good time to look at it.
Turns out I have the “better” one with 5 clutch discs, as opposed to 3 of the
previous years; the whole thing looking quite unhappy inside. The “cage”
that holds the discs is no good and I will have to source the parts from various expensive vendors. Not that easy, as different years had different numbers of discs and they went from Cork to Ferodo, and it looks like some $600
in parts so far...just for a Bendix. The whole contraption weighs in at 21
lbs...not to be dropped on your feet.
Will let you know how this works out!
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English is Hard to Understand
By Ed Taccone
Just about everyone I talk to, I’m told that the English language is the most
difficult to grasp. Which brings me to believe such. So, after a bit of thought the
final outcome, was it made me think about words or phrases that have different
meanings. Sometimes my erratic thinking does come up with a solution, contrary to what the “ONE” close to me may otherwise say. The conclusion after
some timely thinking? The English language is truly “difficult to master”. Knowing how to speak another language, I can tell you it does not happen in the
Italian language, along with others I’m sure. Just ask Angela or Dorien that are
articulate in more than one language.
So many things make learning English difficult and confusing. Its grammar
structure, its spelling, meaning and rules that contradict existing rules are difficult to master. The part of the English language that was confusing for me,
English is absolutely full of “homophones”, words that sound the same but have
different meanings or spellings.
Brits and North Americans, (please excuse me if I have to say) “North American” because our friends to the South speak basically the same language as
Canadians. The only difference is? they speak with a drawl (more so in the
deep southern U.S.), that takes five minutes to say one word. That’s probably
another reason why they’re so good at showing their hospitableness patience.

Virtual
Boot Sale
If you have a British car or
parts that you are interested in
selling, listings may be placed
in BRITISH DRIVEN
by contacting Kimberly at
editor@headwatersbritishcarclub.org

Space permitting,
ads will appear without cost,
in 2 editions of the newsletter,
unless notification is received
that the item has been sold.
Renewals will be permitted,
but will not be automatic.

I can only imagine what a conversation at supper time would be like. Dinner at
6 pm, dessert at 12 am. Here’s an example someone telling a joke from say
New Orleans. Where do you all think a crawfish sleep? (after 20 minutes) in a
water bed. Then there’s always some words spelled different meaning the
same. Drives me crazy when I’m texting, like “colour” (Canadian way the proper
way) and “color” (U.S. version the inexact way) takes precedence.
Now, let me finish my synopsis on the English language. After all it is my article! It is very important to me, belonging to a British Car Club I find it very important to grasp the British type of the English language minus the wonderful
accent. Practice makes perfect right?
Brits and North Americans speak the same language, but there are plenty of
British words, phrases and slang that mean something totally different in North
America. These differences can cause momentarily ignominy or even get you
in trouble. Been there done that. If you ask a British woman that those pants
she is wearing are very nice. She’ll assume you’re asking about her underwear,
not her trousers. Try and weasel you’re way out of that with Jean Hodgson.
My advice is brush up on these British words, phrases, and slang that mean
something completely different in North America. To avoid any trouble with the
British folk members in our HBCC Car Club. I will share a few examples. Its
been said that England and North America are two countries divided by a common language.
Different words, different pronunciations, and different spellings have created
two distinct separations in the English language: British English and North
American English. Words, phrases and slang that mean one thing in the UK
often mean a totally different thing in North America, and vice versa.
I wonder a British expat living in Orangeville, I could tell you with absolute certainty that there’s nothing worse than saying something to a North American
and being met with a blank stare or a stifled giggle. When they accidently order
a doughy, cheesy, savory “biscuit” instead of a cookie, I bet that’s happened
more than once.
Here are some common British words, phrases, and slang that I have been
brushing on and will make me feel better conversing with my British Car Club
friends. Ralph please take note, it will help you immensely.
Continued on 5
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Headwaters British Car Club
Grille Badge
Available from Don Fysh
$30
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English is Hard to Understand

Continued from 4

PANTS
Don’t forget my earlier mention of pants. How we’d say in Britain; “When you get dressed you put your pants on first, then
your trousers.”
JUMPER
In Britain, a jumper isn’t a sleeveless dress worn as part of a school uniform, we’d call that a pinafore
dress in the UK. What we call a jumper in Britain is a cozy, knitted pullover you’d put on when it’s cold
out, or as it’s known in North America, a sweater. In Britain you would say “Can you pass me my
jumper? I’m freezing.”
FOOTBALL
Well we all know what is right? It’s a ball you kick with your foot not a ball you throw and catch.
Where the heck did we go wrong with that one?
BARNEY RUBBLE
This one is classic Cockney rhyming slang. This unique language style originated in the East End of London during the first
half of the 18th century and relies on rhyme to disguise words without sentence. In this case, Barney Rubble is a pretty
sneaky way of saying ‘trouble.” How we’d say it in Britain, “We’re in a right load of Barney Rubble now.” Please tell me I’m
spot on Tom H. and Mike D.
GRAVY
British gravy is thick, tastes like roast dinner, and is always brown. It is not white or creamy and is never served over a biscuit. In Britain it would be said as, “My “mum” (not mom) makes the best gravy. Her recipe’s a family secret, she uses lots of
meat stock.”
CRISPS
Crisps are the British equivalent of a North American potato chip. Crisps can be a packet of Lays, a bag of Cheetos, or a
handful of Doritos, among other things. They’re usually eaten at lunch and come in handy 25g packets or bags for individual
consumption, instead of the massive sharing bags they sell in North America. In Britain you would say, “I’ll have an egg
sandwich and a packet of crisps.”
GIVE A RING
Yes, a ring is something you can wear in the UK. But if a British person offers to give you a ring, they’re going to call you on
the phone. The phrase refers to the noise a landline phone makes when someone calls. So, it would be said “I’ll give you a
ring when I get home.
LIFT
To get to the top of the CN Tower in Toronto, you’d take the elevator. But in London, to get to the top of a skyscraper, you’d
hop in a lift. In Britain, “Can you hold the lift please.” Makes perfect sense, right?
TROLLEY
Not to be confused with a North American trolley, like the ones in TORONTO, the British trolley is what
Britt use when they’re wandering the aisles of their local grocery store, otherwise known as a shopping
cart in North America. Next time we’re at the grocery store I will say to Sandra, can you push the trolley for a second while I check out the bananas?”
FLAT
The British equivalent of an apartment, a flat has little to do with having a level surface. In Britain one
would say, “My flat is on the seventh floor of a tower block.”
I think I have now a good handle on proper English, just make it be what ever you want it to be.
If you members would like to add more words, phrases, slang please send them to me. I’d love to hear from you, for your
take on the English language.
And by the way, do you North Americans born outside of the U.K. know what the following is in reference to without contacting our British born members or the itch advancing on to Google? “Bob’s your uncle”, “Budge up”, “Cack-handed”?
Oh! There is one more thing? (you’re probably thinking by now, when is this article going to end?) Simple, when I want it to
end! You all heard of the car manufacturer Wolseley based in the U.K.? Well, it is pronounced Wuulz + lee not Wolzli like in
North America.
THE END
P.S. If you can see how many mistakes I have messed up with the English Language? I have a prize for the winner.
THE END FOR REAL
One more thing……… just kidding!
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Charitable
Donations
2019

Jean-Louis, Sandra, Mary, Ralph, Maureen (of Hospice Dufferin), Betty and Don

Our Sponsors
Many thanks to our Sponsors, who have continually shown
support for our Club through the newsletter BRITISH DRIVEN.
If there are goods or services of which you are in need, please
see what our Sponsors have to offer!

Hospice Dufferin was the
recipient of the Headwaters
British Car Club’s 2019
Charitable donation, in the
amount
of
$2,334.75.
Hospice Dufferin provides
support to individuals and
their families living with a life
-limiting illness or bereavement.
Monies were raised throughout the year through 50/50
draws, our Annual All British
Car Show at Caledon Fair in
June and at our (Live and
Silent) Auctions which took
place at the recent Christmas Party.

2020
Throughout 2020, the Club
will focus its efforts on raising
funds
in
aid
of
Choices Youth Shelter.
Their mission is to be a safe
and supportive resource
within Dufferin County that
offers homeless youth, 16 to
24 years of age, an alternative to living on the street
and supports their transition
to a more productive and
brighter future. They provide emergency shelter,
anger management and
outreach services.
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British
Driven

Polar Bear Run

If you have an article or an
idea for BRITISH DRIVEN
that you would like to share
with our members,
please contact Kimberly at

Successfully organized by Bill and Jane Tully, we took part in the
10th running of this event with 17 cars and 31 more or less “homo sapiens” in attendance . Many dress in polar bear costumes and or warm
clothing, the idea being to keep warm in an open car.

editor@headwatersbritishcarclub.org

I would also welcome suggestions of things you would
like to see included in the
newsletter.
Thank you!

By Dorien Berteletti with photos by David Compton

I suggested using the TR3 as being the “hero” thing to do especially with
no side curtains and no heater, but Anne felt she was not up to that form
of hero adventures. Sky diving... sure but not a cold, drafty, bumpy ride.
We took the 409 and had a good selection of cars to travel with, including an English Taxi, Jaguars, Triumph, Mercedes, and an MG with the
top down entered by the Valade’s. A brave pair! Did I forget one or 2?
We left Tottenham with our driving instructions to our lunch destination,
and travelled through some lovely Ontario countryside, all in great
weather. Fearing a late arrival for lunch, the Taccone junior team picked
up the pace and we felt it necessary to get to the Restaurant in time to
advise them of the Taccone 2 car family arrival. Ralph and I did our best
and although a small navigation error cost us some points we all made it
and had a great lunch at Mandarin.

Of interest on the way was the hamlet of Kettleby, a lovely little place of
some 40 houses, mostly with plaques giving the names and occupation
of the original owners - all circa 1850. I know because we retraced our
steps a few days ago and then noticed the only business in town currently in operation was an Italian bakery.
http://doriobakery.com/
Amazingly, the Taccone brothers missed that one - but driving Jaguars
with all those camshafts and bits, and being in a hurry, they had to pay
more attention to the driving. Maybe next time.
We are great lovers of Tully organized runs and this one was up there
with the best! Thanks to Bill and Jane!!

TAXI !
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HBCC Christmas Party
The annual HBCC Christmas Party was held this year on December 4 at the Mill
Street Pub in Orangeville. Thank you to Pat Yaremko, Leah Hill, and all the others
who were involved in making the evening such a resounding success. There were
51 in attendance, and we enjoyed a lovely dinner with great company. Always in
our hearts are the club members who are no longer with us, but whose memory
binds us together.
Thank you to Pat and Sharon for gifting everyone a British key ring. They were a
bit hit!
The Silent Auction and Live Auction were entertaining, as always - with various
items available: jewelry, books, car parts; even a smoked brisket (the big money
maker of the evening at $115!) Through the generosity of our members, a total of
$932.25 was raised over the course of the evening - all in support of our charity for
2019: Hospice Dufferin.
As tradition dictates, the annual awards were presented to those members whose
contributions this year were particularly outstanding:
President’s Award: Leah Hill
Jenny Stanton Award: Angela van Breeman and Peter Pontsa
Restoration Award: Pat Yaremko for his Spit 6
In addition, Past President Ed Taccone awarded artisan trophies based on Track
Day results for best time to:
Dorien Berteletti for Forward Circular Race & Backward Figure 8
Ralph Evans for Forward Figure 8.
Merry Christmas, everyone!

Among friends
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