BRITISH DRIVEN

A Newsletter for the British Car Enthusiast

Happy New Year!

A Happy New Year to each of you! In 2020, may you enjoy health and prosperity.
Don'’t forget to wear the plaid on January 25 in recognition of Robbie Burns’ Day.
Feast on haggis and shortbread, and we will see you all in February!

Robert Burns died at the age of 37 years, but accomplished much in his short life -
fathering 13 children with 5 women and writing hundreds of poems and songs.
Poems with subject matter ranging from haggis to a louse on a lady’s hat are still
well known today. Auld Lang Syne as written down by Robert Burns in 1788, and
which is still sung to celebrate Hogmanay:

Should auld acquaintance be forgot, and never brought to mind?
Should auld acquaintance be forgot, and auld lang syne?

For auld lang syne, my jo, for auld lang syne,

we'll tak a cup o' kindness yet, for auld lang syne.

And surely ye'll be your pint-stowp! and surely I'll be mine!
And we'll tak a cup o' kindness yet, for auld lang syne.

We twa hae run about the braes, and pu'd the gowans fine;
But we've wander'd mony a weary foot, sin auld lang syne.

We twa hae paidl'd i' the burn, frae morning sun till dine;
But seas between us braid hae roar'd sin auld lang syne.

And there's a hand, my trusty fiere! and gie's a hand o' thine!
And we'll tak a right gude-willy waught, for auld lang syne.

For auld lang syne, my jo, for auld lang syne,

we'll tak a cup o' kindness yet, for auld lang syne.
And surely ye'll be your pint-stowp! and surely I'll be mine!
And we'll tak a cup o' kindness yet, for auld lang syne.

Robert Burns, “The Scottish Poet”
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Drive Your Triumph Day

For those of you reading this who own a Triumph automobile, please note
that February 10 is “Drive Your Triumph Day”. Every year Triumph owners
all over the world brave the elements and go for a spin to celebrate Sir John
Black’s Birthday. He is the fellow who organized Standard’s purchase of
Triumph after the war and went on to make Triumphs that are driven and
enjoyed to this day.

Be sure and take a high resolution photograph for prosperity, and send it to:

DriveYourTriumphDay@gmail.com

Include the owner’'s name, the year and model of car, and location (city,
province, country).

If driving your car is impossible on that day for good reason, a garage shot
will suffice. Please note: photograph must be taken on February 10, 2020.

(HBCC Members - hey, send me a copy, too! - Kimberly)

Braving the grandkids on “Drive Your Triumph Day” 2019
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Upcoming
Events

General Meetings
(winter months)

Community Living Dufferin
065371 County Road 3

East Garafraxa

Wednesday, February 5, 2020
Wednesday, March 4, 2020
7:00 p.m.

Driving Season

If you are thinking of organizing an
event for the 2020 Driving Season,
please email our Events Coordina-
tor, Sandra Mason at

events@headwatersbritishscarclub.org

Mark Your
Calendars

February 10
Drive Your Triumph Day

April 19
British Car Flea Market, Ancaster

June 5
Blues Cruise, Orangeville

June 13
HBCC All British Show, Caledon

July 21
Brits in the Park, Lindsay

August 16
Brits on the Lake, Port Perry

September 20
British Car Day, Bronte

September 20
Cobble Beach
Concours d’Elegance
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Dorio’s Italian Bakery, Kettleby

When In
Kettleby...

In the December 2019 Issue,
Dorien Berteletti shared his enthu-
siasm for this year's Polar Bear
Run. Enjoying the route so much,
he and Anne retraced the drive
another day, taking time to enjoy
the landscape, and in particular,
the charming Village of Kettleby.
Here is another link to Dorio’s
Bakery:

https://www.google.ca/maps/place/
Dorios+Kettleby+Italian+Bakery/

@44.0080539.-
79.5648523,3a,75y,90t/data=!
3m8!1e2!3m6!

Don’t Give
Up Driving!

By Dorien Berteletti

Just a bit of winter snow should
not keep us indoors, so given |
had rounded up the missing piec-
es for my starter clutch on the
Rolls and increased the tension on
the pressure spring, | reassembled
the starter. It works great and it
even managed to start the carl
Amazing what some British com-
panies can do with a bit of metal.

So given the sun was shining, we
decided to go for a little drive and
with our car, ground clearance
over the snow was not a concern.

Apparently, on February 10 all
Triumph owners are supposed to
do something with their cars, as
Kimberly has advised on Page 2.

Winter Projects

l By Dorien Berteletti

8| and magneto work on my Coventry Victor marine engine. The CV is a 2

Well some of us are getting caught up on some repairs/improvements on
our cars. Don is working on Weber carbs, Ralph is into suspension work.
I'm dealing with some electrical repairs on the Rolls and improvements

cylinder British boat engine and fitted to my Dippy, part of the marine divi-
sion of the HBCC.

| understand Ed is tinkering with his Motorhome for the trip to Florida. Last
time the 4 of us went for an all day ride we managed 10 miles and then
we spent some fun time on the side of the road sorting out batteries and
wiring. We hope for a much longer run next time.

For those of you with auto transmissions such as a Dodge Viper, Jaguars,
Rolls, Bristol ++ the attached training video will be of interest. It’s pro-
duced by Chrysler explaining the new encabulator, but all transmissions
have similar parts including a magneto reluctance and dingell arm links.
There is also a new and improved diagnostic section at the end that is very
useful.

https://youtu.be/MXWO0bx Oog4

Anne, Dorien and “The Rolls”


https://youtu.be/MXW0bx_Ooq4

1934 Singer Nine Sports

A Passion Passed Down

Story & Photo by Clive Branson
(Reprinted with permission from “Forever Young” Newsmagazine)

When you think of British sports cars, do you think of a Jaguar, an Aston
Martin, an MG, a Lotus or a Morgan? How about a Singer? Before you
raise the proverbial eyebrow, Singer was a very popular sports car during
World War Il, especially amongst pilots in the Royal Air Force.

Peter McKercher’s father was one of those pilots and avidly drawn to the
small, nimble car. “One of our first family cars in the ‘50s was a Singer Le
Mans. Dad had been an airman in England during the War and the MG TC
and Singer Le Mans were popular amongst the young pilots. A couple of

ears after his return to Canada, the opﬁortunity to purchase one arose. |

ave great memories of it as a young child. Dad purchased several more
Sin%ershover the years, so it was natural that | would have an affinity to-
wards them.”

Encouraged by the success of the earlier Nine two-seater sports cars, Sing-
er introduced the new four-seater Nine Sports in the fall of 1932. Although
it represented an evolution of the junior version, it was quite a distinctly
different machine, even being built in a different factory. The Nine Sports
was manufactured in Coventry, whereas the other models were built at the
Birmingham site. Though not designed to torch tarmac, the Nine was de-
pendable for endurance. Equipped with 31 b.h.p., producing 4600 R.P.M.,
it could comfortably reach a speed of over 66 m.p.h.

Though tiny and fragile looking, the Nine proved its mettle by winning high
praise and impressive racing results, at the 1933 Le Mans, noted for being
the first unsuper-charged British car under 1000 cc’s to qualify. When the
Singer Team entered in the Coupe Internationale des Alpes (Alpine 6 Day’s
Trial), held over some of the most precipitous mountain passes in Europe,
the team, consisted of four Singers that finished 2nd, 3rd and 4th in their
category.

“I would love to own one of those four Singer Team cars, sometimes re-
ferred to as the Replicas,” Peter says emphatically. But he has nothing to
quibble about since he has won first prize at least once in every venue in
which his car has been entered. When driving around, the public reaction
ranges from broad smiles to applause. “There are many pleasures in this
car: part of it is owning a car that not everyone else has, as well as having
a personal hand in preserving a bit of history. But perhaps the greatest joy
for me is to transport myself back to a different era when driving it - proba-
bly the automotive equivalent of the Civil War re-enactment set.”

It started when Peter’s father purchased the Singer in England as a “parts
car” in 1972 and gave it to Peter. “My father responded to an ad for a re-
stored Singer Nine Sports and, as part of the deal, was offered a second
car as a parts car,” recalls Peter. “While the car was in a sad state and
entirely disassembled it was quite complete.”

Virtual
Boot Sale

If you have a British car or
parts that you are interested
in selling, listings may be
placed in

BRITISH DRIVEN

by contacting Kimberly at

editor@headwatersbritishcarclub.org

Space permitting, ads will
appear without cost in 2
editions of the newsletter,
unless notification is re-
ceived that the item has
been sold. Renewals will
be accommodated, but will
not be automatic.

HBCC
Limerick
Contest!

While you are sitting indoors
lamenting the weather and
bemoaning the fact that you
cannot drive your favourite
British car for several months
yet - here is something to keep
you busy:

Compose a 5 line LIMERICK,
somehow Club or British car
related.

Send it to

editor@headwatersbritishcarclub.org

by February 5, 2020.

Only HBCC Members eligible
for prize, but everyone is wel-
come to participate.

The winning entry will receive
an absolutely outstanding
prize, which has yet to be de-
termined, as well as the
admiration and respect of all.

All entries will be published in
the February Issue of BRITISH
DRIVEN.



mailto:editor@headwatersbritishcarclub.org?subject=British%20Driven

A Passion Passed Down

Continued from 4

In Response

By Dorien Berteletti
To illustrate just how fastidious Peter’s father was, he made sure that no
parts remained behind by raking the dirt floor of the shed where it had been

Given Ed's interesting article last stored. As a parts car, it needed a complete restoration.

month on the English language vari-
ations, | am throwing in a few that

relate to cars: One of the most evident changes in the ‘34 model was the modification of

the front fenders. The original 1933 models had a very abbreviated fender
that provided inadequate protection from gravel and dirt kicked up by the

Off-side and near-side are right side front tires. To protect the paint on the side of the car, longer, more graceful

and left side.

Spanner is a wrench.
Bonnet is the hood.

Hood is the convertible top.
Gearbox is the transmission.
Lorry is a truck.

Gudgeon pin is a wristpin.
Mole wrench is a vice-grip.
Earth is ground.

Dampers are shocks.
Tyres are tires.

Respray is a paint job.

Sill is rocker panel.

Torch is a flashlight.

If you have an article or an idea
for BRITISH DRIVEN

that you would like to share with
our members,

please contact Kimberly at
editor@headwatersbritishcarclub.or

Thank you!

Our
Sponsors

Many thanks to our Sponsors, who have contin-
ually shown support for our Club through the

newsletter BRITISH DRIVEN. If there are goods
or services of which you are in need, please see
what our Sponsors have to offer!

those who support us.

Let’s support

front fenders, with small gutters concealed on the underside of the rear tip
were introduced.

To Peter's immense relief, the car had all the original parts with matching
serial numbers (and the original log book that lists all the previous owners).
This certainly reduced the financial burden. Regardless, the restoration
took the best of five years and with the help of Peter’s father, particularly
with the engine, it finally came to fruition. Though Peter had restored other
Singers, an E-Type Jaguar, and a Sunbeam Tiger, the Singer's coachwork
was the most daunting.

“I had to un-tack all the aluminum skin and carefully bend it to remove it
from the ash framework,” remembers Peter as though the whole experience
just finished yesterday. “l then used the existing woodwork as a pattern to
replicate new pieces. Some of the old woodwork was missing entirely so
new patterns had to be created. Once completed, the old skin was again
very carefully bent into place and re-tacked to the framework. “The finish-
ing touch was the colour of original ivory over red, often referred to as
Blood and Custard.

“The car is relatively simple to maintain. Since restoration, | have only had
a couple of issues, mainly brake cylinders seizing due to storage over the
winter. Nevertheless, the car is quite easy to drive with the exception of its
non-synchromesh gearbox that necessitates double clutching.”

Peter remembers working alongside his father. “He wasn’t particularly
fussz about aesthetics, nor was he very careful when working around a
finished car. Accordingly, | made it a rule that once | had completed the
restoration of a car not to ask him for any assistance unless | was really
stuck. So it seems | was really stuck at the tail end of the restoration of my
Singer and we trailered the car to an old British Mechanic who was familiar
with the marque to help with a problem we hadn’t been able to resolve. On
the way home, dad slammed on the brakes at one point and the car cata-
ﬁulted into the winch on the trailer. In addition to his aggressive driving, he

ad neglected to secure the car properly to the trailer. Fortunately, damage
was negligible. He was quite sheepish. | was very mad.”

Although the restoration was a feat, it didn’t change Peter. “There is a
great sense of accomplishment in completing such a restoration. | remem-
ber when the appraiser looked at the car, scratched his head and said, “you
don’'t see many like this”. | assumed he meant Singers. What he meant
was “finished”.” To me, my Singer Nine Sport is a piece of art, not an inani-
mate object.”

KM

British Cars

Ken Mason

Parts * Service ¢ Insurance Appraisals * Consultation

207393 Highway 9, Mono, ON L9W 6)2

Phone: (519) 942-1722
E-mail: ken@kmrestorations.com Website: www.kmbritishcars.ca
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As Purchased

Triumph GT6

By Ralph Evans

About 15 years ago, my son Barry bought a 1968 GT6. It was a one owner
car with about 60,000 miles on it. He drove it for one summer back and forth
to school and to a few car shows. The car was originally green but the own-
er had some superstition about green cars and changed the colour to blue.

It was an OK looking car but it had a few issues: cracked exhaust manifold,
king pins, brakes, etc. The usual second-hand car issues. After the first
year on the road we decided to do a bit of a restoration. The body came off,
| fixed a few bad spots on the frame, replaced rockers, floors Cross braces,
door skins, headlight buckets, rear quarters over the wheel wells, and fin-
ished the body off in a two tone green paint job.

The car looked great, ran good, and was fun to drive. In the end my son sold
the car to Dad who did all the restoration work anyway. With the cash he
proceeded to get engaged and married.

Over the years the car has continued to run well and win a few trophies at
some of the local British Car shows. About 15 years ago | bought a 2500
TR6 motor and Trans with the intent of rebuilding it and doing a transplant
into the GT6 when the time was right. Well, this was the year for the trans-
plant. The GT6 was never a fast car but it was fun to drive. It could prove
quite exciting if pushed too hard in the corners.

Back in the spring | finally pulled the TR6 motor into the garage for disman-
tling to see what | really had.

To my surprise (LOL) it had been played with prior to my ownership. It was a
1970 block with a planed GT6 head and a late model recessed head style
head gasket. If the head gasket had sealed properly, the compression would
have been way too high for modern Premium Fuel. After some internet
searching, | contacted Richard Good of Good Parts in Pennsylvania. In the
end Richard prepared an early style 2500 head with new valve seats,
valves, guides, springs, retainers and porting in exchange for the GT6 head
and of course some cash. On a trip to Virginia in the spring, Kimberly and |
dropped by Richard’s shop and did the exchange plus picked up a few other
important pieces. The final compression ratio on the .030 over-bored block
would be about 10/1. Upon returning home | had the block machined at
Ideal Supply in Listowel. The block was decked, align honed, bored .030
over, as well as having the Cam journals aligned/honed to accept Cam bear-
ings as stock 2500 engines do not have cam bearings. Continued on 7
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How to Come
Out Ahead by
Buying a Used
Car

By Ed Taccone

A recent comment from a valued
Mr. Ed BRITISH DRIVEN reader
went something like this: “I need a
new car — we want a Toyota RAV4,
but after looking at the used car
listings, it looks like new might be a
better deal, especially since it
saves me from the need to put
much money down”.

As a first note: “NOOOOOOOQO!
Don’t Do It Unless you've got
money to burn! “

This question is perfect, because it
is exactly the same path many
people go down when they end up
with a new car. It's even more
perfect because the RAV4 is the
best-selling SUV in Canada right
now, (don’t hold me to it though) so
many people make the exact same
decision.

The car industry makes it very
easy and convenient to buy a new
car, and by comparison it takes
much more legwork to really score
in the used car market. How ex-
actly do you buy a used car, with-
out feeling like a sucker walking
onto a used car lot and having the
little fast talking slickster start har-
assing you? What if you don’t know
much about used cars and how to
take care of them yourself?

Here are the steps | recommend,
as a lifetime car addict who drives
inexpensive cars (unless they are
Classics) but secretly covets every
Jaguar and Volkswagen (and es-
pecially Range Rover) that comes
off the line. | love cars so much
that | can identify any model cur-
rently for sale in Canada and give
you all the stats on it, just by see-
ing a picture of one of its head-
lights or taillights (well almost).
Even though | rarely buy them, |
love shopping for cars. Just ask
Sandra. Continued on 8

Continued from 6

Triumph GT6

The motor was assembled with ARP rod bolts, ARP head studs, a light-
weight flywheel, rover clutch, and a new balancer. | replaced all the gaskets
and seals in the TR6 transmission, installed new cross shaft bushings
(drilled and grease fittings installed) new cross shaft and throw-out bearing.
The motor then sat over the summer months as we continued to drive the
GT6 and the Continental .

After the September Car Shows ended, | finally pulled the motor and trans-
mission out of the GT6. | had to swap a few parts: oil pan, Intake manifold,
carbs, ignition etc. After over a dozen times in and out, the motor and trans-
mission were finally installed.

The TR6 transmission is 7 inches longer than the GT6. | had to section the
transmission tunnel, shorten the drive shaft, and create a cut-out in the
frame for the clutch fork as the GT6 fork is on the other side. After installing
the fuel system it was time for its first fire up. Well the fire up went well but |
had a knock that was a little annoying. Out with the motor again. Off came
the head but nothing obvious. Back on the engine stand and off with the
pan. Sure enough #3 rod was just barely hitting the pan at the bottom of the
stroke. | had already dimpled the pan for #1, 2 and 3 crank throws and was
sure it was OK. Anyway, a few hits with a bigger ball-peen hammer and we
were back in business. Motor back in, fingers crossed and start her up. The
knock was gone and the 6 purred like a kitten. After some break-in miles we
attended the HBCC Polar Bear Run and had a spirited ride following Dorien
and Anne in the Bristol. Well, that was up until they misread the directions
and missed a turn!

Since then | have rebuilt the 175 carbs and installed them on the GT6 mani-
fold. I did a lot of trial and error work with the jetting and think | have it about
right now. The engine vacuum is only 12-15 inches at idle so the original
PVC style device on the GT6 was leaning the mixture out too much. A catch
can and more modern adjustable PVC valve will be installed in the spring. A
couple small oil leaks to clean up, a new water pump and a dual-choke ca-
ble will be needed before spring. The TransAm and Cutlass are begging for
some attention first, so that is it for the GT6 this year!

The Little Green Car




How to Come Out Ahead by Buying a Used Car

Continued from 7

Step 1. Figure out what really is the best car for your needs

You might start with a certain model in mind: Toyota RAV4 in this case. Figure out what it is you like about this car. For the
RAV4, you probably like the large interior space, easy loading/unloading of kids, combined with general Toyota quality (it
won'’t break, it will have good resale, it feels nice to drive). You can start by reading up on the RAV4 on a website.

There you will also find a list of competitors in that category. In this case, the category is “small SUV”, so the competitors are
stuff like Jeep Liberty, Ford Escape, Honda CR-V. As with most Toyota’s, the RAV4 is one of the best buys in this category.

But in Southern Ontario, do you really travel on a lot of extremely rocky and steep mountain roads or in deep snow? Or aren’t
most of the roads paved? If so, maybe there is a way to keep the good attributes of a small SUV (interior space), while shed-
ding some of the bad ones (high price, fuel economy rating - I'm guessing only 21/28MPG vs. your RAV4’s 32/38MPG). This
fuel difference alone will leave the average person about $10,000 or more poorer after ten years, and that is before factoring
in tires, oil changes, more expensive maintenance and insurance, etc.

When it comes to interior space, three things matter most: rear seat legroom, headroom, and cargo space. And if you were
Ralph and Kimberly, you would need to think about a 130 Ib. Bouvier. Suzi happens to be spoiled by yours truly “Mon” and
weight loss is not in her future. Nor other dogs in our Car Club: Essex, Porscha, Cooper, Apollo, Summer, George and
Gracie. (Editor’'s Note: Suziis a svelte little Bouvier at 85 Ibs., although we did have one closer to the 130 Ib. mark!)

Since your other car is a Dodge Ram pickup truck, (like the one we use to run around the Super 8 Track and which by the
way, is getting a makeover) you’ve already got cargo space covered. So, you might also consider a Jeep Wrangler, Nissan
Versa, or Toyota Matrix. These are all tall, roomy passenger cars with awesome hatchback designs that can easily hold 5
people and stuff in the trunk. If you want even more space, you can click on a Yakima or Thule aerodynamic roof box for
only the times you need it — like family camping, road trips and such. If you commute a lot, consider a Toyota Prius at 50+
MPG, which also has a surprisingly large passenger and cargo area.

Step 2. Figure out how much your car should cost used, and how “new” a used car you need

If you drive a ton of km, like 12,000k or more per year, you will cover 120k in 10 years. That means you should get a fairly
new car so you can squeeze those 120k out of it without having a lot of repairs. So, buy one with less than 100k on it. On
the other hand, | only drive 10,000k per year; ergo, | only need 100,000k over the next ten years (pretty good math eh?!).
Because of this, | bought an older SUV to “flat tow” behind our motor home that already had 310,000k on it. After 10 years, |
will still be at only 410,000k, well within the range of a Toyota. As a result, my Envoy only cost me $650.00, yet for my pur-
poses it is just as good as a new one worth over $30k. For our example, let’s stick with the Toyota RAV4 because you de-
serve some luxury.

So, in this reader’s case, we look at the Greater Toronto Area for a Toyota RAV4, specifying a price range of $10,000 to
$16,000, and sort by price (very important, since some used car sellers have a very vivid imagination when it comes to how
high a price to ask for their used cars!). You want to pick out a meticulous-sounding, wealthy person who has babied their
used car and done all scheduled maintenance, yet is selling it cheap because they don’t really need the money. (Good luck!)

If you're going to check out dealerships, make sure they have been around a few years and have a clear file with the Better
Business Bureau. Your best insurance is simply to get a car with the lowest mileage on the odometer. Having a look on
about 10 to 12 grand. That is still a beautiful Toyota RAV4, and compared to buying a new one at 40 grand with finance and
taxes, and including money compounding, it will save you more than $40,000 over ten years just to get this used one with
70k!

(good pictures, etc.).

Step 4: Go out and buy your new baby

When you are ready to make an offer, type the exact year/mileage of the target car into the Edmunds used car appraiser,
and send the seller an honest offer explaining your reasoning. Do this before you even go to look at their car, to keep your-
self in the strongest bargaining position. Then if they accept, you go thoroughly look over and drive the car and if it's as good
as they say, you buy it.

Regarding “saving” a cash cushion by buying a new car — Don’t Do it!!! Any person over the age of 25 should definitely have
a cash cushion large enough to live on for a few months and buy a used car. But you don’t get a cushion like this by buying
a new car on credit. That is financial suicide! Instead, think ahead ten years, when you will still have the used car you buy
now, and you'll have an extra $30,000 in the bank because of not buying the new RAV4 on credit. On top of that, you'll have
an extra $450,000 (honestly, I'm not saying this because I've lost my marbles) or more in the bank because of regularly read-
ing Mr. Ed’s articles in BRITISH DRIVEN!

Heck! | know someone that bought themselves a Dispro antique boat with the money he saved by not buying new vehicles.
Perhaps his next antique boat he will purchase will be one of my favourite? A “Grenfel” barrel back boat.

8



