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Scruffy
By The Mystery Poet

My old MG is a Mighty Great car;
She has carried me near and carried me far!
We have travelled together through all fifty States
And to be honest, they all have been great.
I named her ‘Scruffy’ because that’s how she looked
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When she caught my eye - I knew I was hooked.
I towed her home behind my old truck,
Where I started to work on her; with a lot of good luck
It only took three years of faithful endeavour
To fix her all up in all kinds of weather.
The wood was all rotted and the metal all rust,
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But to me she was just perfect for someone to trust.
It’s been fifty-odd years that we’ve been together -

Which makes it difficult to decide whether
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Ralph and Kimberly Evans’ 1967 GT6 and 1937 Continental
frolicking in the snow on “Drive Your Triumph Day” - February 10, 2020
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Wherever you go

Upcoming
Events

And whatever you do

St. Patrick’s Day Lunch

May the luck of the Irish
Be always with you.

Tuesday, March 17
CANCELLED

General Meeting

Wednesday, April 1 @ 7 p.m.
Community Living Dufferin
065371 County Road 3
East Garafraxa
British Car Show & Flea Market
Sunday, April 19, 9 a.m.-2:30 p.m.
Ancaster Fairgrounds, Hwy. 2&53

St. Patrick
Did you know that St. Patrick’s Day is celebrated in more countries than any other
national festival?
According to tradition, St. Patrick was a priest who converted the pagan Irish to
Christianity. The legend that he drove all the “snakes” out of Ireland is an allegory
for his efforts against the druids, as snakes have never been known to have been
found in Ireland.
He is believed to have died on March 17 and people around the world celebrate
him on that date. Celebrations in many countries are bigger than those in Ireland,
where he is celebrated as their foremost saint. Lenten restrictions on food and
drinking are lifted for the day, which has lead to his day being celebrated with the
drinking of alcohol. Parades, festivals, music sessions, church services, shamrocks and “the wearing of the green” are all ways that St. Patrick’s Day is
acknowledged today.
Did you know that The Toronto Maple Leafs hockey team was known as “The
Toronto St. Patricks” from 1919 to 1927 and wore green jerseys!
We regret that our planned luncheon at Fionn MacCool’s on March 17 has
been cancelled in response to efforts to contain the spread of COVID-19.
Stay healthy everyone.

Drive Your MGA Day
Saturday, May 2 @ 9:30 a.m.
Meet Orangeville Mall SW lot

General Meeting

Wednesday, May 6 @ 7 p.m.
Community Living Dufferin
065371 County Road 3
East Garafraxa

General Meeting & Potluck
Boot Sale
Wednesday, June 3 @ 5 p.m.
Ken & Sandra Mason

Blues & Jazz Festival Car Show
Friday, June 5
Broadway, Orangeville

HBCC 6th Annual All British
Classic & Antique Car Show
Saturday, June 13 @ 9 a.m.
Fairgrounds, Caledon

General Meeting & Potluck
Wednesday, July 8 @ 5 p.m.
Jean-Louis & Mary Valade

Hockley Hill Climb
Catered Lunch

Wednesday, August 5 @ 10 a.m.
Meet Adjala Central Public School
Ralph Evans

Our Sponsors
Many thanks to our
Sponsors, who have
continually shown
support for our Club
through the
newsletter BRITISH
DRIVEN. If there are
goods or services of
which you are in
need, please see
what our Sponsors
have to offer!
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Track Day
General Meeting & Potluck
Ed & Sandra Taccone

Funkana

August 30
Don & Gayle Fysh

General Meeting
Wednesday, September 2
Bill & Eilish Boston

General Meeting

Wednesday, October 7
TBA
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Letters to
the Editor
“Excellent!! As usual…””
Dorien Berteletti
HBCC
“Kimberly, thanks for sending the British Driven. I really enjoyed all the articles,
and the fact that BRIT 4 2 is
still part of the Cub. Looks
nice next to the Spit 6. Had
a busy 2020 with Porsche
Club events and various
vacation travels.
I will try to make a couple of
visits to HBCC events this
year.”
Helmuth Vorkoetter
HBCC
“Excellent newsletter!”
Angela van Breemen
HBCC

Lost in a Virtual World
By Angela van Breemen
I wish I had paid more attention when
We succumbed to the world of 24/7

It started so innocently
In the name of efficiency
Here’s a brand new phone, a laptop
Oh no, you’re not expected to work nonstop
Just take a look at this, when you’re home
When you have a chance, when alone
Slaves to the cell, always on call
Not confined to a room with four walls
Much more insidious than that
Endlessly available to text or chat
Tethered to our electronic devices
An insipid vice no one recognizes
No matter if in the shower or on a walk
Always available, never off the clock

“Best edition yet! I love the
limericks - especially about
the bald guy gone south.”
Margo Young
HBCC

No chance for uninterrupted sleep
Social profiles and status to upkeep

“Wow, wow, wow!
Now who would have thought
That such lovely limericks
Would come from that lot?!”
The Mystery Poet

Anxious to see the number of likes
A surge of endorphin in the brain spikes

Responding to the chime, the beep
Like Pavlov’s dogs eager for their treat

So contrived and not at all real
Nothing honest there about how we feel
Society always had that penchant for gossip
It’s far worse now, can’t we just stop it?

For Sale:
Oil Filter - NAPA Gold 1313
(new)
Suitable for Triumph TR6
List Price: $25.99 each
Asking: $10.00 each
3 available
Ralph Evans
evans45573@gmail.com
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No longer safe in our homes from invasion
Vulnerable threats of the cyber persuasion
Family gathered around the table
Each glued to a tablet, wifi enabled
Together, but not together
Lost in an isolated virtual world
Endless streams of useless knowledge
Should I wish for a permanent power outage!
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DIY Restoration
By Ed Taccone
You may have seen my post on Facebook of Yours Truly giving our RV coach
a once over after arriving at our destination in Florida. Did you notice the mirror
shine? Well, that got me thinking about my next article for BRITISH DRIVEN.
Not to mention while here, I have been eyeing a sad state of a Ferrari. If I’m
successful in acquiring this beaten up classic without my lovely “Head of State”
jamming slurs at me, I may have to go through the arduous process of restoring
once again. First, I would like to share some restoration tips, especially to
those that are thinking of acquiring a classic for the first time and are successful
with permission from your better half.
One major reason why I bought classic cars was to get the chance to restore
them to their former glory. Working on the mechanical parts usually takes
centre stage, which is no wonder, considering it's the most challenging and,
consequently, the most rewarding aspect of a project of this kind. Although it is
seldom talked about, (except possibly in the case of Ralph and Kimberly’s
Continental with its leopard print carpeting!) no classic car restoration project
can be considered complete without a thorough restoration of the interior .
This can be a tough job by itself, as the sun's UV rays and age take their toll on
dashboards, upholstery, stitching, headliner, and carpets. It's a real challenge
to match the original colours and fabrics of the interior and to repair vacuum
systems, relays, wiring, and switches for power accessories. After having done
a few, I’ve got a few essential tips for completing a high-quality interior restoration.
You will be required to have some necessary tools such as: safety glasses and
dust mask (which I hardly wear - do as I preach not what I do}, lots of cloths but
not bed sheets and towels since I’m still hearing about it after many years, a
vacuum (after She found out I could use one I’ve been relegated to do the
whole house) lots of wrenches, screwdrivers, welder, metal shears and other
tools you may have to purchase - setting you back more than what the car is
worth. Oh yes! And a good bottle of 18-year-old whatever. Don’t forget an
X-acto knife and lots of extra blades for the carpeting.
Before you start doing any work on the interior, you need to do a thorough
inspection to determine what requires replacement versus a few touch-ups.
This will help you figure out how much time you'll need for this project and what
it will cost you, so you don't have to deal with unexpected expenses along the
way (i.e.. More 18-year-old “rubbing alcohol”).
Older plastic compounds tended toward "plastic rot", would degrade by fading,
cracking, and becoming brittle after years of exposure to sun and heat. Items
in the interior of older cars that tend to be damaged beyond salvation include
parts of the dashboard and the wiring underneath it, as well as the upholstery,
whereas things like the door panels and the seats themselves are usually well
preserved and don't need to be replaced.
An optimal place to begin with is the floor. It can take a lot of time and effort to
bring back into shape, and it's best if you get it done before you start repairing
other parts of the interior. First, you need to assess the condition of the floor
and check for potential damages, which could range from regular wear and tear
that can be repaired with some sandblasting (Gee! Another piece of equipment.
You can get one from Princess Auto along with an air compressor) to one or
more holes that would require patches. You'll have to remove the seats and
the carpeting before your inspection and repairs.
Considering the age of classic cars, the rust damage in some areas will be so
severe that it may have to be repaired by welding in new metal patches. Cars
from areas with harsh winters tend to be especially prone to floorboard and
trunk rust. Worse yet, many cars from those parts of the country have frame
rust - but we're presuming you've already checked for that, since severe frame
rust can essentially render a car a total loss.
After taking care of the floor, the next step is (another bottle) to install a new
carpet. But before that, we recommend installing under-carpet padding (I find
Continued on 5
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Our Cars
Currently, HBCC Members enjoy
cars from the following Marques:
Aston Martin, Austin,
Austin Healey, Bentley, Bristol,
Jaguar, Land Rover, London Taxi,
Lotus, MG, Mini, Morgan, Morris,
Riley, Rolls-Royce, Sunbeam,
and Triumph.
There are currently 106 cars
registered with the Club.

To view photographs of our prized
automobiles, please visit
the Club website:
www.headwatersbritishcarclub.org

5

DIY Restoration

Continued from 4

the padding does not work when you make a wrong turn on a rally. I’ve never seen a navigator talk so long without taking a
breath), which helps reduce noise levels and heat inside the cabin. “Dyna mat” is a newer product that's designed
specifically for this purpose and can provide an amazing amount of noise suppression (Pat Yaremko can tell you where to
get some). Then attach the new carpet, trimming it carefully and precisely so that it fits perfectly with the car's floor.
Remember the carpenter's adage to "measure twice, cut once," as this is an absolutely crucial step in the process.
When replacing the upholstery on the seats of a classic car, you'll have to decide which materials to use. If you're aiming for
authenticity, “take into account” the original upholstery, which is likely to be either vinyl, leather, suede, velvet, some type of
textile, or a combination of those. A suggestion if I may? Some of those home window curtains are great!
As far as the door panels and the headliner are concerned, you will need to decide if they are too worn and need to be
replaced or can just be cleaned up/refreshed. In case they are severely damaged, you'll be able to replace them easily. You
can use a screwdriver and pry tools to remove the door panels and attach the new ones. Be careful, as the plastic
connectors for the door panels tend to get brittle with age, as does the plastic for window or lock linkages.
When it comes to the headliner, you just need to make sure the surface of the ceiling is as clean and as smooth as possible
after you remove the old headliner, and use a strong and high-quality adhesive when attaching the new one, so that it stays
glued to the headliner board as long as possible.
The good news is that for Jaguar, Triumph, MG, as with many other British Classic restorations, exact matches of upholstery
and headliner fabrics aren't too hard to find. For a restoration of a more obscure make, such as a Triumph Continental or an
Austin Allegro Crayford, you may have to get a little more creative (curtains) or just settle for something that's close to the
original without being an exact match.
Finally, it's time to work on the dashboard. For starters, you should determine whether the surface of the dashboard is well
preserved or has too many scratches, cracks, or other severe damage and should be replaced. Then, take it apart and
inspect the wiring behind it. If the cables are worn out, you should definitely consider replacing them, Ford Prefect and other
luxury makes often relied on vacuums to run accessories like wipers, door locks and even power windows, with much of the
vacuum lines, canisters, and amplifiers placed behind or under the dash. Vacuum lines tend to dry-rot and can be a real
headache to restore. If this is the case on your vehicle, find a good vacuum schematic that shows the proper
routing. Something like routing in a house when vacuuming. If the dashboard has to be replaced, you can try to find an
authentic one online. In case it's in good condition and still usable, you could just clean it up thoroughly. To do that, use a
microfiber towel to remove all the dust from the gauges and the radio, and a few car cleaning wipes for the rest of the dash
and the steering wheel.
During interior restoration, gauges such as speedometer, tachometer, voltmeter/ammeter, temperature, fuel and clock may
also need to be done and it can be costly. (Darn - more 18-year-old medicinal intake!). Nisonger Instruments of
Mamaroneck, New York comes highly recommended by Ralph Evans and Dorien Berteletti. Their services include
mechanical repair as well as re-screening of faces damaged by mildew and the ravages of time.
Restoring a classic car's interior can certainly be a daunting, time-consuming, and potentially expensive project, but it's an
inescapable part of preserving the car's overall authenticity. The main thing to keep in mind when taking on a DIY project
like this is that there's no need to rush it. Instead, take your time and complete each task at the pace you're comfortable with
and that will not put your household budget under an enormous strain, while using authentic parts and materials that will
reflect the car's original interior look and feel as much as possible. Well ladies and gents, hope this helps since I have to
leave now, I have been escorted towards the vacuum before I go out to enjoy another sunny Florida day.
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HBCC Crossword 2020
Here’s a little something to keep you busy while you’re dreaming about British cars. There’s another Absolutely Fabulous
prize awaiting the HBCC Member who gets the most answers correct in the shortest amount of time. Starting now…

Send your submissions (in either grid format as below, or as a list of answers) to Kimberly at
editor@headwatersbritishcarclub.org
Good luck!

Continued on 7
6
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HBCC Crossword 2020
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Continued from 6
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BRITISH
DRIVEN
If you have an article or an idea for
BRITISH DRIVEN
that you would like to share with
our members,
please contact Kimberly at
editor@headwatersbritishcarclub.org

1946 Triumph Adventures
By Dorien Berteletti

I would also welcome suggestions
of things you would like to see
included in the newsletter.
Thank you!

Having more or less caught up with car stuff by the end of the year, I
thought we should do one last car. My first car as a teenager was a
Triumph Roadster with rumble seat.
They have a certain charm, but hardly a great car, so perhaps I could do
something different performance-wise with another one. Starting at the
bottom and getting down to basics, I bought two 1946 Triumph (tubular)
frames and a bunch of junk from an old friend whom I shall call K.J.
Now, I met K.J. some 50 years ago when he was in the police force
covering my area in downtown Toronto. He would drop by in his cruiser
to see what projects I was working on and provide moral support when
needed. He also delivered chrome for a chrome plating shop, using his
police cruiser to do so. I guess our parts were safe! On one occasion,
he came to the front of the house with his fellow cop and asked if they
could watch the movie “Genevieve” with me. So with a police car
parked outside, there we were, watching the London to Brighton race!
Times have changed and now when I am working on a car project at the
same house in TO, the cops aren’t interested - they don’t deliver car
parts or stop by to watch movies.
Anyway, Anne and I drove to St. Thomas to pick up the two frames and
assorted stuff. When we got there, I realized only one frame was good
and on the other one the front end was great, but the rest was junk. We
cut off the back section and loaded up and came home.
Interesting challenge, unloading a frame and a half and getting it into the
garage with no wheels! The part we cut off was relatively easy to
handle - as you can see Anne happily wheeling it off down the driveway.
Continue on 9

This annual NAMGAR* event is a perfect
excuse for LBC enthusiasts of all marques
and stripes to get in on an early spring run!
Meet: 9:30 at the Orangeville Mall, SW lot
off Hansen Blvd.; route maps distributed.
Leave: 9:45 for first stop, a photo op at
Limehouse Public School lot (about 10:30);
then on to Milton via Campbellville.
Arrive: 11:45 @ Eddie O’s Pourhouse,
370 Main St., Milton. (For southerners,
Limehouse and Campbellville are

opportunities to join the run in progress.)
Sunny or sprinkle-ly, hope to see you there!
R.S.V.P. so I can book enough tables:
Dave Compton, bizytown@gmail.com
*North American MGA Register 2020
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1946 Triumph Adventures
Continued from 8
Next we needed a motor. I had one, but I had to rebuild it and
supposedly my friend Brian had one on Wolfe Island that was rebuilt and
he offered it to me. By the time the dust had settled, it turned out it was
seized, but the deal I got plus a Jeep load of parts plus a transmission
that I did not have, was well worth it.
The day we planned to go to Wolfe Island, there were storm warnings
and torrential rains predicted. Just the perfect weather for a challenging
country drive/ferry ride to the island and meeting up with old friends on
the island and in Belleville on the way home. All part of the adventure
and anyway, we had nothing else to do that day.
All went well on the way there, loaded up and got way more stuff than I
expected, so all in all - a good haul. So far, no rain or snow.

By 9:30 p.m., we were northbound on the 400, well in the midst of the
storm with pouring rain and a strong wind. Good stuff!
Just before the exit for Hwy. 9, we hit something on the road and a little
ahead of us there was a car accident with cops and lights going. We
must have hit a bit of the wreckage and I felt the trailer was not happy. I
pulled over on the shoulder, got out and saw I had a flat tire on the
trailer. I felt it safer to get off the ramp and onto Hwy. 9 and see about
changing the wheel. By the time I stopped the second time, about 300’
further on, there was no wheel hub or anything to attach a wheel to!
Now what do we do with a one-wheeled trailer? The pouring rain had
changed to a mix of snow and actually the landscape was quite pretty at
that point.
I opted to continue home (after checking safety chains and trailer hookup) and off we went with our one-wheeled trailer. Sparks? You bet
there were sparks, but I found the faster I went, the spark level
diminished, probably due to the air lifting the left side - a sort of wing
effect. This would be an aspect that Ed Taccone could relate to. The
magic number was about 80K and that is the speed limit anyway. There
were only a couple of cars on the road and they seemed surprised at
being passed in a shower of sparks in the midst of a storm. Probably
told their friends and were not believed.
Anyway, we made it home just fine.
So now we can start building a 1946 Triumph.
Today I managed to make one good steering box out of three so-so
units and I have a nice steering wheel to go with it. We also mounted
the engine block onto an engine stand thanks to Anne’s help, and fitted
one of the leaf springs.
Feeling like a change, we will be off to Casablanca by the time you read
this...will see if Camel racing is fun!

For Sale:
Experienced
One-wheel tilt Trailer.
Could use an axle,
but otherwise, ready for work!
Asking $300
Dorien Berteletti
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Whoa! Whoa!
Whoa, Camel, whoa!
When I say, whoa,
I MEAN WHOA!

Ralph has a Thing for
Flashlights
By Ralph Evans
As you can see, I do like my flashlights. Well, not exactly all of them.
Some are much better than others. Yes there is one in each of the cars,
1 in the bathroom, 3 or 4 in Kimberly’s night table, a collection of lights in
the kitchen, several in the garage...even Suzi has one she can wear
around her neck.
With the development of LED lights, they are now pretty cheap, easy on
batteries, and they can be very bright. However, the old saying “you only
get what you pay for” really holds true with flashlights. I have purchased
a number of cheap lights, 2 packs with lots of features but they are some
of my most hated flashlights.
Case in point: 2 Pack of Duracell 430 lights - probably from Costco.
They have high and low settings, zoom and flashing mode. The problem is, they never work when I want them to. They are constantly switching from high to low just when I want the bright light. Next they will shut
off for no reason. When the batteries die, they are gone.
The next two are larger flashlights, both with the same features. Nice and
bright, zoom, flashing and one has SOS. To my surprise one is a
Duracell and the other a Police security, which was on sale at Canadian
Tire for $15.00. No complaints yet.
The Quantum Vertical light is a pretty good one. It has high/low, flashing
and a magnetic base. This one is handy when working on the car inside
or out. It wasn’t too expensive and I like it. Just something different that I
thought I should have.
Currently my Everbeam is my smallest and one of my favorites. It easily
goes in a coat pocket for walks with Suzi - three levels of brightness, the
highest at over 1000 Lumens. That is pretty bright for a small flashlight.
It has a rechargeable battery with a USB cord. It also has the flashing
mode, SOS, belt clip, and lanyard. I paid a little more for this one, but as
I said - it is one of my favorites.
Now on to the best one of all! It isn’t really a flashlight, but more of a
work light. It is the Neiko Rechargeable Work Light:
Impact Resistant
Galvanized Protective Hood Hooks
Detachable Magnet Mounts
Ergonomic Non-slip Rubber Grip
Built-in Low Battery Warning Indicator
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Continued on 11

Ralph has a Thing for
Flashlights
Continued from 10
I LOVE this light. It can be secured to your hood for engine work, with its
expanding clamp system, mounted to your lift with the magnet holders
for under car work. It lights up your entire interior for choke cable
replacement (a recent job on the GT6). It also works as a great light for
checking body work, painting and buffing (another recent task - this on
the TransAm).
This one was a birthday present and definitely one of my favorites. It has
a high and low setting with about 3 hours of life on high and 5 or 6 hours
on low. I haven’t actually run out of battery yet or kept track of the time. I
did read a review on a Harbor Freight work light similar in style to mine.
The review wasn’t very good. Poor battery life, constant dimming to the
low light level, and shutting off after limited use. It was a cheaper light.
So as it turns out, my favorite lights are my more expensive lights. You
only get what you pay for, or in my case what you get for your birthday!
Everybody needs one of these lights if you work on your car.
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March
Meeting
Well, March came in with a hoot!
The meeting was well attended,
with 24 people and dogs Essex
and Suzi out on a beautiful March
evening. Instead of a Guest
Speaker, Jean-Louis Valade
organized a fun team game for us
to play. To the victors went the
doughnuts!

BCCI Award
At the March meeting, Headwaters British Car Club co-founder Tom
Hodgson was awarded the British Car Council Order of British Car
Enthusiasts by Past President, Ed Taccone.
The award is given to celebrate a club member who has demonstrated
great enthusiasm for, and robust knowledge about British cars as well
as enthusiasm for club meetings and club events at the member club
level.
Each club associated with the British Car Council can select one

member annually to receive this honour.
It was fitting that Ed Taccone was on hand to personally present Tom
with his award as Ed was the 2019 and inaugural recipient to represent
HBCC in this prestigious manner.
Congratulations, Tom!
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Don Fysh received his much
deserved prize for winning the
BRITISH DRIVEN Limerick
Contest. Now he has a Union
Jack umbrella to shelter him from
all the accolades raining down
upon him. Too much?

