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BRITISH DRIVEN 
 Long Distance Award 

By Len Fortin, BCCI President 

BCCI Member Club Representatives: 

As the year 2020 has been quite different from previous years, with the 
COVID-19 pandemic and the restrictions imposed to prevent the spread of 
the virus, it was suggested to reduce the driving distance requirement for the 
British Car Council Long Distance Awards for 2020.  I’m sure you can      
understand, the Council does NOT want to be viewed as heartily encouraging 
members to contravene Federal & Provincial restrictions by driving their   
vehicles to achieve the typical annual goals.  However, a compromise      
balance of cautious individual driving pleasure and a reduced distance     
requirement can continue the BCCI LDA intention of the awards:  “to        
encourage British automobile drivers to participate in a campaign for their 
fellow enthusiasts, their clubs, their personal pride and for the general public, 
by driving their classic cars as much as possible, bringing to mind the love of 
the British Classic Car”. 

BRITISH CAR COUNCIL INC. - LONG DISTANCE AWARD 

Announcing a Temporary Change to the British Car Council Long Distance 
Award Driving Distance Requirement for 2020. 

The existing driving distance requirement is:  “Dash plaques awarded to   
every driver successfully completing 3000mi/5000km (individual or          
combination of vehicles).” 

This will change to:  “Dash plaques awarded to every driver successfully 
completing 1000mi/1600km (individual or combination of vehicles).” 

for the 2020 driving year (January 1, 2020 through December 31, 2020). 

All other requirements of the program, including the recording and reporting 
of successful participants, will remain in place as they have typically been. 

Questions about this temporary change can be directed to me at                  
forinlg@gmail.com 
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Upcoming 
Events 

PLEASE NOTE:                  
Circumstances have 
changed, with cases of 
Covid-19 currently on the 
rise in Ontario.  As a result, 
all in-person indoor       
meetings have been 
switched to on-line ZOOM 
Meetings at the present time.                
The Executive also felt it was 
prudent to cancel the   
Christmas Party.  

Thank you to everyone who 
has organized and attended 
our socially distanced 
events this summer.        
Everyone has been very   
respectful of the protocols 
put into place to keep each 
other safe. 

It has been a trying year, but 
HBCC has made the best of 
a difficult situation. 

Classic and Iconic Vehicle     
Toy Drive                                        
Sunday, October 4                  
Please see ad this page 

General Meeting - ZOOM               
Wednesday, October 7 @ 7 p.m. 

AGM Meeting - ZOOM                  
Wednesday, November 4 @ 7 p.m 

VIRTUAL Christmas Auction      
Details pending 

             

 

 

 

 

 

 

Classifieds:  Help Wanted! 

The elected position of Events Co-ordinator of the 

Club is currently vacant.   

If you would be interested in filling this position from 

November 2020 - November 2021, please contact 

the President, Ralph Evans prior to the AGM. 

Thank you. 
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What’s Hot and What’s NOT! 
By Marion Mason 

When it comes to buying Antiques, buy the best you can afford from someone you 

trust. 

One of the hottest things right now is GOLD, and the price of gold has gone 

through the roof this summer, reaching record high prices.  Now might be a good 

time to sell off any old bits that you don’t really want any more - jewelry or coins. 

A Karat is a gold purity unit.  24KT means that an item is 99.9% pure.  22KT is 

91.6% pure.  18K is 75% pure.  14KT is 58.5% pure.  10KT is 41.7% pure.  9KT is 

37.5% pure gold, and is more commonly used in the U.K. 

24KT is very soft and malleable, which is why alloys are added - to make the item 

harder and more durable.  It also makes it more affordable.  14KT is the most 

common purity for jewelry, but 10KT is used in many rings because it is more 

practical due to its hardness.  If it is attracted by a magnet, it is not real gold. 

HGP = Heavy Gold Plate 

HEG = Heavy Electroplated Gold 

GF = Gold Filled ( not real gold) 

Sterling Silver jewelry and serving pieces are hot at the moment, with Silver also 

enjoying a boost to its value due to the pandemic.  Silver plate is not in demand, 

however. 

Here are the things I would consider hot at the moment, and some I would avoid: 

HOT          NOT 

Gold anything 

Sterling Silver Jewelry, Dishes   Silver Plate anything 

Signed Jewelry 

Some old coins, stamps 

Certain very old Postcards    Most Postcards 

Quality Children’s Toys     TY Toys, Beanie Babies 

Small pieces of old Furniture    Large pieces of Furniture 

Some 1920’s, Art Deco         Old Dining Room Sets 

Well done Folk Art       Sets of China Dishes 

Militaria         Carving Sets 

Certain Vinyl Records, Comics   Depression Glass, Pressed Glass 

           Most Figurines, including Royal Doulton 

 

 

The graph on the right 

shows the price of gold 

over the last 20 years 
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Dorien’s 
Car Quiz 
Results 
Last month, Jean Hodgson 
won the British Invasion 
Quiz - they had some issues 
sending, but all is now    
sorted.  Her prize was a $20 
Gift Certificate for Blighty’s 
in Orangeville.   
A big thank you to Dorien for 
providing this Car Quiz and 
the prize to go along with it.  
We had several entries this 
time and our winner is Ken 
Mason for having the most 
correct  answers/earliest 
received. 
For those of you who are still 
wondering: 
 

DAIMLER Conquest 
AC Greyhound 
LAGONDA LG 45 
WOLSELEY  (or HUDSON) 
 Super Six 
VAUXHALL Velox 
ALVIS TD 21 
LAGONDA  2L high or low 
 chassis 
SUNBEAM Rapier 
FORD Zephyr 
NSU Prinz 
MG M type 
ROLLS-ROYCE 20-25 
LAGONDA (or ASTON 
 MARTIN) Rapide 
ALLARD L type 
FORD Consul 
TRIUMPH Mayflower 
 
 
Congratulations to Jean and 

to Ken! 

What’s Cooking? 
5 Minute Chocolate Cake in a Mug from Marion Mason 

Ingredients: 

4 tablespoons Flour 

4 tablespoons Sugar 

2 tablespoons Cocoa 

1 Egg 

3 tablespoons Milk 

3 tablespoons Oil 

3 tablespoons Chocolate Chips (optional) 

A small splash of Vanilla Extract 

1 large coffee mug (microwave safe) 

Instructions: 

1. Add dry ingredients to the mug and mix well 

2. Add the egg and mix well 

3. Pour in the milk and oil and mix well 

4. Add chocolate chips and vanilla and mix again 

5. Put the cup in the microwave and cook for 3 mins. at 1000 watts 

6. The cake will rise over the top of the mug, but don’t be alarmed 

7. Allow to cool for a bit and then tip out onto a plate 

8. EAT!  It can serve two if you cut it in half. 

WHY IS THIS THE MOST DANGEROUS CAKE RECIPE IN THE WORLD? 

It is because now we are only 5 minutes away from chocolate cake any time 

of the day or night... 

 

What’s Cooking? 
Ziploc Omelet from Marion Mason 

This works great...good when all your family is together or for a Headwaters 

Club breakfast.  We used it for a few years at our Suncoast British Car Club 

for as many as 50 people.  The good part is that no one had to wait for their 

special omelet.  Everyone is in charge of making and timing his own. 

Have guests write their names on quart sized Ziploc freezer bags with     

permanent market. 

Have each person crack two large or extra-large eggs into their bag and 

shake or squish the eggs to combine them (not more than 2). 

Put out a variety of ingredients such as grated cheese, cut up ham, green 

and red peppers, mushrooms, cut up tomato, onion pieces, etc.  Each guest 

adds prepared ingredients of their choice to their bag which they then shake 

well.  Make sure to get the air out of the bag and zip it up. 

Place the bag into rolling boiling water for exactly 13 minutes.  You can   

usually cook 5 to 8 omelets in a large pot, or have 3 or 4 pots working for 

large groups.  Take the bag out with tongs and cut it open over a plate.  The 

omelet will roll out easily.  Be prepared for everyone to be amazed! 
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Funkhana 2020 

 
Another fabulous event, organized by Don and Gayle Fysh, this time with the 
theme, “Save the Crown Jewels”!   

 

Queen Mary   
presided over the 
activities of the 
day.   

 

Is that Noddy 
manoeuvring the 
course, with Don 
outstanding in his 
field?   

Letters to 
the Editor 
“Thanks so much.  Once 
again I enjoyed the variety 
of submissions, especially 
Marion’s Antique expertise 
and Marlie’s recipe.  
Cheers”                                                              
                  Margo Young                             
           HBCC 

“A distraught senior citizen 
phoned her doctor’s office.  
“Is it true,” she wanted to 
know, “that the medication 
you prescribed has to be 
taken for the rest of my life?”  
“Yes, I’m afraid so,” the doc-
tor told her.  There was a 
moment of silence before 
the senior lady replied, “I’m 
wondering, then, just how 
serious is my condition be-
cause this prescription is 
marked, ‘NO REFILLS’…”                                   
             Dorien Berteletti   
                              HBCC  

“Another superb news-   
letter...loved the pictures.”    
                Marion Mason 
                              HBCC                  

“ 
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Mystery 
Poet 
Have you guessed who the 

HBCC British Driven       

Mystery Poet is? 

Send your guesses to the 

editor and next month their 

identity will be revealed! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BRITISH 
DRIVEN 
If you have an article or an 

idea for BRITISH DRIVEN 

that you would like to share 

with our members,  

please contact Kimberly at   
editor@headwatersbritishcarclub.org 

The deadline for the        

November newsletter is  

October 15.   

A sincere Thank You to 

those of you who have    

contributed to this or any 

past issue of the newsletter.  

New Members 
Welcome to new members Kem and Sheila Jones!  They attended the Run 
to Hope Bay on Saturday with their stunning Vanguard.  They have been 
kind enough to send along a few pictures so we can get to know their cars a 
bit before the season is over! 

 

 

“Hi!  Here is a picture of my 
1959 Standard Vanguard.  It is 
running and back on the road.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“This is my Triumph Herald.  It is 
a work in progress.  The body 
has been completely restored 
while I was wintering in Texas.  It 
has a rebuilt 1500 engine,     
coupled to a Ford T9 5-speed 
trans with a 3.89 rear end.  I 
have the wiring and interior to 
finish.  Hopefully it will be      
finished this year.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“This is my 1949 Triumph 2000 
roadster TRA 834 L.  It needs a 
little work.  I also have a second 
Roadster TRA 1641.  It will be a 
parts car.  The main problem 
with this car is that all the wood 
has rotted away.  This year I am 
gathering all the parts for 834.  I 
have a rebuilt TR4 engine and a 
Vitesse Maitia 5-speed trans so 
far.  I am hoping to start taking 
the body off the frame this   
winter.”                    Kem Jones 
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It’s Not What You Do...It’s 
What You Say 
By Dorien Berteletti 

Over 50 years ago, we petitioned Queen’s Park to help create Historic 
Plates and I was part of the team that wrote the rules.  Pictured below is 
one of my first Historic Plates. 

Strangely, some 50 years later, I still hear sob stories from people who don’t 
use Historic Plates because of “too many restrictions” so I thought I would 
clarify the matter a little.  The rules we came up with allow flexibility, have 
remained basically unchanged and are as follows: 

A) Car is at least 30 years old, 

B) Is operated on a highway in parades, for purposes of exhibition, tours 
or similar functions organized by a properly constituted Automobile 
Club or for purposes of repair, testing or demonstration for sale, 

C) Is substantially unchanged or unmodified from the original               
manufacturer’s product. 

Note that it starts with Parades, a horrible thing, but popular in most little 
Ontario towns years ago and most definitely not on highways but on town 
streets.  There was a marching band, followed by confused looking      
members of City Hall, the Fire Department, and vintage cars.  At the end of 
the parade we had a pancake breakfast and were told how much fun we 
had!  Obviously this is a carry over, as we have not had parades in some 30 
years.  (Editor’s Note:  The exception to this is Shelburne, which in years 
other than those in the throws of a global pandemic, still affords the vintage 
car owner the unique opportunity to drive slowly down the middle of the 
street and lob candy at children in the name of “Fiddleville” or “Santa 
Claus”.)  

If questioned by the OPP as to where you are going, you don’t say you are 
“just going for a drive” because you MUST have a purpose as listed above 
in Section B.  So you answer accordingly:  Testing the car (probably easily 
50 things you could be checking), going to get an estimate, coming back 
from a repair place (or a private person who does repairs), attending a car 
event somewhere?? Or taking it out for a possible sale.  Although not    
mentioned, taking it to and from a storage place is also allowed. 

Every time I go out, I am testing my car and all my cars have Historic 
Plates, starting in 1970, and therefore I don’t see any restrictions and that is 
how we wrote it. 

Sad News 
It is with extreme sadness 

that I report the demise of 

our friend, Linda Guthrie.   

We learned recently that 

Linda passed away in     

January of this year.   

Linda lived near Shelburne 

when she joined HBCC with 

her beloved Morgan.  Later 

she moved up to Colling-

wood, so we saw her less. 

Linda was such fun and a 

great sport at Club events.  

She will be sorely missed. 
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Common Car Problems & Issues 
By Ed Taccone 

Over the last year, I was going to have a shop talk and hands-on seminar on common car problems and issues in our Man 
Cave.  Unfortunately, due to Covid-19, it had to be cancelled. So I decided to write an article to give you an overview as to 
what was on the agenda if the virus hadn’t taken place.  Here are things I was going to talk about, with some hands-on           
examples of remedial repair on your new ride, as well as classics.  Some older Classics (as well as today’s vehicles) like 
Jaguar, Bentley, Rolls-Royce have their complexities.  I would think an overview of some common symptoms and repair 
would be helpful. 

It’s an understatement to say that cars can be a bit of a money pit.  Can you believe it?  Even today’s automobiles are     
susceptible to viruses.  In a different manner, of course; i.e. informers, sensors to name a couple.  In the older British     
Classics, we just refer to them as bugs to iron out.  Outside of the basics that you need to legally operate a car (like a driver’s 
license, insurance and registration), there’s also gas and routine maintenance (i.e. oil changes, tire rotations, recommended 
manufacturer service, etc.).  Cars can quickly go from convenience to nuisance when an unexpected repair is necessary, 
especially when you consider the average car repair bill is in the hundreds of dollars.  I will do my best to put together this 
handy guide detailing some of the most common vehicle issues we face.   

Emission issues can be problematic:  too rich of an air-fuel mixture, faulty spark plugs, a faulty gas cap, a dirty air filter, an 
ailing catalytic converter.  The aforementioned will cause the check engine light to come on your vehicle’s dash. 

Outside of your engine, the transmission is the most important component that you’ll find on any vehicle.  In fact, in some 
vehicle drivetrains, replacing the transmission costs even more than replacing an engine.  Some of the most common    
transmission problems are noticeable lapses in gear changes, grinding during gear changes, a burning smell and gears  
slipping.  Gee, sounds like my Morris!  One key thing you need to do to take care of your transmission is regularly change 
the oil at the manufacturer’s suggested intervals.  Oil does break down and loses viscosity.  The new fluid helps keep the 
transmission cool and helps serve as a lubricant between its various components to keep it running smoothly. 

Just as radiator flushes are important for keeping the fluid fresh and preventing corrosion and deterioration, transmission 
fluid flushes are too.  Most automatic transmission fluid leaks are caused by a leak in the pan (like a bad gasket) which    
happens over time thanks to wear and tear.  The good news is that transmission fluid is easy to spot, as it ’ll appear in a red-
coloured puddle on your driveway after your vehicle has been stationary for a period of time.  If you notice red-coloured   
puddles or smell a burning scent fro the fluid, it’s an indicator of a transmission issue that needs to be addressed.  Having 
your vehicle’s transmission flushed per the manufacturer’s recommendation can often help detect transmission issues and 
prevent leakages before they happen.  Most manufacturers recommend transmission flushes every 150,000 km or so.  
Same goes for standard transmissions, except it uses a different fluid than the automatic transmission. 

A thermostat is small, it’s inexpensive, but it plays a really important role in your vehicle’s all-around makeup - especially its 
engine.  For instance, when your thermostat fails, your engine won’t work as well as it should.  This is largely because these 
thermostats allow coolant to flow through the greater coolant system.  A faulty thermostat could spell bigger engine issues 
down the road.  Good news, though:  a new thermostat is inexpensive and can be installed fairly easily in less than an hour.  
How do you know whether or not your thermostat is bad?  It’s easy to test.  Just start up your engine and put your hand on 
the radiator or its top hose.  If it quickly warms up after a moment or two, it’s working well.  If it warms gradually from the 
start, or doesn’t warm up - you should look into thermostat replacement.  Those beloved British Classics overheating most 
times are caused by bad thermostats. 

The engine is the single most important and often expensive component of a vehicle, so any issues that you experience with 
it are likely going to impact the all-around driving experience.  Engine sputtering is a common issue, and it can stem from a 
variety of issues.  The easiest one to diagnose is an engine that’s running out of fuel to combust, and the solution to resolve 
sputtering is simply a matter of refilling the gas tank.  However, if your gas gauge isn’t nearing empty, there’s likely a deeper 
issue causing your engine problems.  Often times, engine sputtering is caused by a clogged fuel injector or some sort of 
combustion issue within the engine.  To ensure your vehicle runs smoothly and maximizes its fuel economy, you want to get 
any engine sputtering issues resolved quickly. 

Ignition coils work to transfer ignition voltage so that the spark plugs can fire and the engine can start.  Ignition coils actually 
replaced the single coil in older cars.  Some common signs and symptoms of faulty ignition coils include a hard starting car,  
a car that frequently misfires and a car that experiences poor acceleration or loses power.  Faulty ignition coils usually don’t 
present an immediate safety issue, but it’s important to have the problem resolved before further engine damage has a 
chance to occur. 

You don’t want your car burning oil.  This will require you to refill it more often and may also be an indication of some serious 
engine issues.  In most situations, burning through irregular amounts of oil is due to worn valve guides or piston rings.  Valve 
seals may also be contributing to the issue.  A car that burns through oil isn’t difficult to diagnose.  In fact, it’s easy to see 
with your own eyes.  If you look at the tailpipe of your vehicle while the car is on and see a blue-coloured smoke  coming 
from the engine, it’s usually a sign that you’re going through excessive amounts of oil.  And while you can just get into the 
habit of refilling the oil to normal levels every so often, it’s not always the best habit to get into.  That’s because it’ll likely lead 
to an engine that runs rougher due to irregular amounts of oil passing through the cylinders.  Some in our car club would tell 
you MGB’s burn oil, but not Triumph’s!  Or vice versa!                                                                                        Continued on 9 
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Common Car Problems & Issues                    Continued from 8 

Poor fuel economy may mean your vehicle is overdue for a tune-up.  It definitely means that you aren’t maximizing its      
kilometers per gallon potential, which means you’ll be spending more at the pump in the long run.  There are so many     
reasons why your km per gallon may be suffering that it can be difficult to pinpoint the underlying issue.  That ’s why it’s  al-
ways best to make sure your car gets an inspection every year or two, to ensure that all of its moving parts are working well 
together.  Some reasons for poor fuel economy include dirty air filters, off balance or poorly inflated tires, suspension issues, 
engine lagging, transmission problems or old oil.  Another reason why a car’s fuel economy may suffer is due to your driving 
habits.  If you’re a regular hard brake and a fast accelerator, your fuel economy won’t be nearly as good compared to if you 
were to drive more conservatively (and safely). 

The alternator essentially serves as the terminal that helps power your battery as you drive and distribute power to the    
various electrical systems of your vehicle as you’re in gear.  So, when an alternator goes bad, you’re certain to know it.  A 
dead battery, flickering or dimming headlights, or strange noises coming from your car can all indicate an issue with the   
alternator.  If you suspect your alternator has gone bad, it’s best to have the issue resolved immediately.  That’s because 
without an alternator, the vehicle will draw all of its energy from the battery, and this may cause the battery to drain and the 
vehicle to fail to start.  Unfortunately, new alternators aren’t cheap.  The average cost for a new alternator and installation 
can range anywhere from $500 to $1,000. 

Is your air conditioner on the fritz?  If you want to be comfortable during the hot summer months, know that a fix is going to 
cost you.  For minor repairs you’re looking at anywhere from a $200 to $800 fix, and more major repairs could cost upwards 
of $4,000.  Air conditioning repairs can also be somewhat difficult to diagnose.  They typically consist of filling the system 
with refrigerant and then monitoring it to see where it’s leaking.  This will then often dictate the severity of the issue.  Pumps, 
hoses, and condensers are common culprits behind busted AC systems. 

Whether it’s repeated cold weather sucking the juice out of your car’s battery or you’re using it to power something else, 
dead batteries are one of the most common and easiest things to troubleshoot when it comes to car problems.  If the       
battery’s juice is just depleted, simply using some jumper cables to jump-start your vehicle should resolve the issue.  If your 
battery isn’t holding a charge anymore, new batteries cost around $150 and are fairly easy to install yourself.  Most car    
batteries last about four years on average, but can last for up to seven.  Most mechanics, auto service centres and specialty 
automotive stores will check your battery free of charge to assess it upon request and help you determine if you need a new 
one.  Otherwise, you may learn of a dead battery the hard way when your car won’t turn over. 

In order to prevent your engine from overheating, the water pump is a crucial component.  It’s locate below the timing belt 
and it runs off of the engine’s drive belt.  But if it’s not working correctly, then coolant isn’t being properly distributed through-
out the vehicle, which can lead to an overheating engine and eventually total engine failure.  Water pumps typically cost  
several hundred dollars to repair. 

If the air filter on your vehicle is clogged, it’s not just gong to impact the air quality inside your vehicle.  It’s also going to hurt 
your fuel economy by causing your engine to work harder, thereby putting more strain on your engine overall.  Air filters are 
one of the easiest vehicle components to change out, especially when you consider the consequences of ignoring them and 
the impact it could have on fuel economy and vehicle life.  Most car air filters need to be changed every 25,000 to 50,000 
km.  Some signs that your air filter needs a change include reduced horsepower, strange engine noises or a misfiring      
engine. 

Chances are you’ve been driving down the road before and spotted a vehicle pulled off on the shoulder with steam billowing 
out from underneath its hood.  They’ve likely pulled over because their engine overheated, which occurs when the engine 
can’t cool properly.  So, what causes an overheated engine?  There are many causes, like a leak in the cooling system.  Or 
a leak in the radiator, hoses, gaskets or engine housing.  If your car’s engine is overheating, it’s imperative to get to the   
bottom of things immediately so you can continue to drive your car as you need to without issue.  So, if the temperature 
gauge is abnormally ticking up on your temperature gauge, take note and act promptly. 

The crucial exhaust emissions device helps reduce the pollutants that are coming out of your tailpipe, but these components 
are prone to a couple of issues.  One, they can become clogged, which often leads to engine overheating and loss of power.  
And believe it or not, catalytic converter theft is common, as these components contain several valuable metals, such as 
copper, nickel, iron and manganese.  Catalytic convertor repair and replacement is costly and can range anywhere from 
$300 to $3,000 considering parts and labour. 

Spark plugs are some of the simplest, yet most important components of the engine.  They work to ignite the fuel-air mixture 
in the engine cylinders to essentially ensure the vehicle’s engine can turn over properly.  Then, after the vehicle is started, 
the spark plugs still play a role in keeping the air-fuel mixture ignited.  However, like all automotive components, spark plugs 
have a shelf life.  Usually, they need to be changed out every 50,000 km.  How do you know if your spark plugs need to be 
changed?  There are several signs to keep a lookout for, including hard starting, engine misfiring, poor fuel economy, poor 
acceleration, or vibrations when idling.  The good news is that having your spark plugs replaced is in most cases a DYI task, 
and if you’re not comfortable doing it yourself, it’s usually a routine, affordable service at repair centres.  In the most dire 
sparkplug scenarios, you may need to replace the wiring (high tension cables).  That’s because the carbon fiber wires that 
they’re made from break down over time and separate, so even with new spark plugs, performance may be a bit off.  Wire 
replacement tends to run a few hundred dollars.                                                                                              Continued on 10 
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Common Car Problems & Issues             Continued from 9 

It’s not hard to realize whether there’s a steering issue with your vehicle, as it’s pretty obvious.  Some common steering   
issues include vibrations while driving, difficulty turning the wheel, a loose steering wheel, strange noises while driving or the 
vehicle seemingly pulling to one side as you’re driving.  If you’re experiencing any of these issues, be sure to have your   
vehicle serviced right away.  Any issue that impacts steering poses a major risk to your safety and the safety of other drivers 
on the road.  In some cases, steering issues may be nothing more than poorly inflated tires.  In other situations, they could 
be caused by suspension problems. 

Is your coolant level low?  Do you regularly spot a pool of liquid underneath your vehicle once it has been parked for a while?  
If so, then you likely have a radiator leak.  Radiator leaks are most often caused by one thing:  corrosion.  This is largely  
because radiators, their hoses and the hose connections are apt to pick up sediment over time, which can cause the      
component to rust out and punch holes in the radiator.  The best way to ensure the proper health of your radiator is to stick 
to the vehicle manufacturer’s recommended radiator flush timelines.  This will ensure fresh coolant is added when necessary 
and work to remove sediment that builds up in the system over time.  Radiator flushes don’t need to be performed very often.  
Most manufacturers recommend doing it once every five years or 160,000 km, whichever comes first. 

Do you hear a grinding sound when you start your car?  If so, it could be because the starter motor has worn out.  If this is 
the case, it won’t engage properly and could potentially cause damage to the engine flywheel.  Slow or laborious cranking is 
another sign of a bad starter motor, especially if your battery is at full charge.  Starters vary in how long they last.  In some 
cars, they can last for up to 300,000 km.  In others, they may only last for 50,000 km or so.  The good news is that when it 
breaks down, it’s a fairly reasonable fix. 

The purge control valve is part of the EVAP (evaporative emission control) system of a vehicle, which works to prevent    
vapors inside the fuel tank from escaping into the atmosphere.  Instead of emitting these vapors, they’re pumped into the 
engine during certain driving conditions, where they’re burned there.  However, it’s common for the purge valve not to fully 
close, which can cause problems such as rough starting or problems running once the engine turns over. 

Headlight, tail light, fog light and turn signal bulbs are designed to last, especially if your vehicle is equipped with LED bulbs, 
which have even greater long-lasting ability.   If you own a car for an extended period of time, there’s a good chance that 
you’ll have to change out more than a few bulbs.  Most halogen bulbs can last anywhere between 500 and 1,000 hours, but 
when they burn out it can become a major safety hazard for nighttime driving.  Burned out turn signal bulbs can pose a   
safety hazard at all times of the day, being that fellow motorists may be unaware of your driving intentions.  The good news 
is that bulbs are fairly easy to replace, so there’s no excuse for delaying replacement.  Consult your owner’s manual for   
directions on how to change out bulbs, but most front-end bulbs can be accessed under the hood, and most back-end bulbs 
can be accessed via the trunk.  If certain bulbs continue to burn out prematurely, you may have an electrical issue. 

Vehicles are loaded with electronics these days as a means of tipping driver off at the first sign there may be a problem with 
their vehicle.  There are speed sensors, throttle position sensors, oxygen sensors, camshaft sensors, etc.  If a sensor is  
being set off irregularly, it’s likely one of two things;  an electrical issue or an underlying issue with the vehicle that’s causing 
the problem.  Often, sensors triggering aren’t electrical issues, but the sign of an underlying vehicle issue.  Malfunctioning 
sensors often also cause problems in safety features that rely on them, as in the case when bad wheel speed sensors lead 
to traction control issues.  It’s always important to have your vehicle serviced when sensors go off to ensure that it’s running 
safely and efficiently.  One of the more problematic types of sensors are oxygen sensors, which are installed in the exhaust 
manifold.  Essentially, these sensors measure oxygen levels in the exhaust to ensure a proper fuel mixture.  A bad oxygen 
sensor isn’t able to measure this mix, thereby causing it to run less efficiently and burn more fuel.  Isn’t it great you don’t 
have to worry about these components when driving our pre-1980’s classics? 

Mass air flow sensors are another important, yet problematic sensor.  A faulty mass air flow sensor can lead to some serious 
issues, such as poor acceleration or even failure for the vehicle to start altogether.  Usually when this sensor fails, the check 
engine light will illuminate.  A simple diagnostic check can then help you identify the underlying issue.  However, these    
sensors tend to be costly to replace, running about $300. 

Many newer vehicles don’t even have fuel caps, but those that do tend to experience issues over time.  It’s largely due to the 
fuel cap’s plastic makeup, which has a tendency to crack or wear after so many twists and turns at the gas pump.  The good 
news is that you don’t necessarily need to replace the fuel cap to safely drive your vehicle, just so long as you’re certain  
water won’t enter the fuel tank and you don’t mind looking at the gas cap light on your dash.  If you do want to replace the 
cap, it’s an affordable fix, usually around $50. 

Uneven tire tread wear has the potential to be both a safety issue and an expense.  For instance, tires that are too worn can 
lead to stopping issues and cause a greater risk of hydroplaning.  It can even be a sign of bad wheel bearings.  Then, there’s 
the expense factor, as new tires may be necessary for those that are excessively worn beneath safe treat limits.  To ensure 
your tires are wearing evenly, it’s best to have them regularly rotated.  Typically, the suggested rotation frequency is every 
other oil change.  When your tires are rotated, mechanics will also be able to assess whether there are any other factors that 
may be causing uneven wear. 

                                     Continued on 11 
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Common Car Problems & Issues                   Continued from 10 

We’ve already covered uneven tire wear on this list, but there’s another tire-related vehicle issue that’s worth mentioning:  
tire pressure issues.  Most vehicles today have incorporated tire pressure sensors, which will alert drivers when psi levels 
are too low.  However, there aren’t sensors to alert drivers to when tire pressure is too high.  Either way, tire pressure      
irregularities can lead to uneven tread wear and even pose a safety issue.  Tires that have low levels of psi will wear faster, 
while tires that have elevated psi levels risk blowing out and have a greater risk of hydroplaning.  You can see why you want 
to ensure your tire pressure levels are as close as possible to what the manufacturer recommends at all times.  Pay special 
attention to your psi levels in periods of cold weather, as most tires can experience up to a 1 psi dip for every 10 degree drop 
in temperature.  Conversely, when the weather gets warmer, psi has the tendency to increase.  It’s a good idea to get into 
the habit of checking your psi levels every few weeks. 

Brakes wear down over time - it’s just a fact of driving, but worn-down brake pads have the tendency to be one of the more 
dangerous common car issues.  That’s because any sort of delay in braking, no matter how small, can pose a serious safety 
hazard.  Hence, it’s important to change your brake pads at the manufacturer’s recommendation (usually around 80,000 km) 
and take note of any signs and symptoms that may indicate unsafe levels of brake pad wear.  These include slow stops, a 
squealing sound when applying the brakes, and vibration during braking.  

The aforementioned lists only a few things that may go wrong, but non-the-less the most common to know about.  Hopefully, 
in the coming months when this pandemic is over, perhaps I will be able to organize that hands-on seminar that had to be 
cancelled.  In the meantime, keep safe and healthy and do the same for your ride! 

 

  

Pub Night at Don Bauman’s 

A big thank you to Don Bauman for hosting his annual Pub Night.  Things were a little different this year, but     

Summer kept us all in line! 
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Jaguar:  Keeping Up the 
Safety Factor 
By Peter Pontsa 

Next year the Jaguar E Type will celebrate its 60th birthday, with six matched 
pairs of restored E Types.  These cars will be prepared by the Jaguar           
in-house restoration team.  Each E Type 60th edition will also come with  
several as yet undisclosed 60th Anniversary commemorative design details. 

In contrast, my 1970 Series II, OTS will be turning 51 years old  One could 
only imagine the Jaguar classic restoration team providing maintenance for 
my Jaguar.  Any issues with a car this old and on this side of the pond will 
have to be attended to by me, or My Friendly Mechanic in Caledon. 

In my experience, the most important part of repairs and restorations, aside 
from labour, is the replacement parts.  To me it is important to replace the 
worn-out originals with OEM if possible, unless there is an improved version 
that works better. 

Two driving seasons ago, the front brakes were failing and I dropped the car 
off to My Friendly Mechanic in Caledon.  After assessing the brakes, he said 
that they had to be replaced as the car was not driveable.  From my         
discussions with other Jaguar E Type owners, I had understood the original 
Dunlop brakes were assisted by means of a Kelsey Hayes bellows type   
servo.  At the time, the brakes were not one of the E Type’s strong points 
and not up to the car’s stupendous performance.  Later in the Series II     
iteration, which came out in 1968, Jaguar changed from the already         
improved Lockheed system to the Girling brakes and introduced the three pot 
callipers on the front and a two-pot on the rear.  The pad area was increased, 
and the discs now had a wire set into the peripheral grooves of the rotors to 
prevent squealing.  The Girling brakes were the type that were on my E 
Type. 

After discussing the rebuild of the old callipers and looking at the poor      
condition of them with My Friendly Mechanic, I decided that I would look for 
an upgraded system.  Researching the internet, I found a company in the UK 
called Zeus Engineering.  They manufactured a braking system made of high 
strength aluminium and stainless steel four pot callipers.  It was an improved 
version over the Jaguar system.  I ordered a complete setup.  This time the 
Jaguar was laid up for at least three weeks since Zeus Engineering was on 
holiday and had not geared up brake production. 

When the parts arrived, I was impressed with the quality and so was My 
Friendly Mechanic.  Overall, we replaced the rotors, callipers, pads, 
pins and the clips.  During the testing, I realized that the stopping power was 
much better than the original ones - greatly improved.  A good choice as the 
company have been manufacturing brake conversion systems for 30 years. 

Last season we broke down in front of the Hockley Valley General Store.  
Angela and I were both wearing our kilts and in full regalia after attending the 
Club’s 10th Anniversary party.  What a sight we must have been to people 
driving by!  We had called CAA and were waiting as one of the members of 
our club was passing by and decided to help.  I carried a spare rotor with me 
because it seemed to be a recurring problem.  We decided to try and       
exchange it.  I still remember him skinning his knuckles trying to pull the darn 
thing off and after we replaced it, still the car would not start up.  He went 
home frustrated and so did I.  The CAA, whom we always rely on, towed the 
Jag home. 

I called my neighbour Mark and he came by with a spare distributor that he 
had in his shop.  It did not work either as we discovered that it was cracked 
as well.  So, he suggested that we order a new one from a manufacturer in 
England.  That took three weeks as well.  However new points, condenser 
and the distributor were replaced; he set up the timing as per Jaguar      
specifications.  This season the Cat has been purring along the back roads 
with ease.                           Continued on 
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Jaguar:  Keeping up the Safety Factor    Continued from 12 

However, never a dull moment owning a classic Jaguar.  This midsummer the brake fluid handbrake warning light situated 
on the facia behind the steering wheel started to flicker, causing an intermittent on and off signal not dissimilar to Morse 
code.  The Cat was definitely telling me something.  This warning indicates if one or both brake fluid levels in the reservoirs 
has become low.  Normally when the ignition is on, this light indicates when the hand brake is engaged.  Therefore, the 
handbrake must be fully released before it is assumed the fluid is low.  With the ignition on and the handbrake fully released 
the warning light should go out if the brake fluid is topped up.  A twofold purpose was also designed into the warning light 
system to prevent the failure of the warning light bulb before starting off. 

After owning the car for 14 years, I was quite familiar with the braking system.  Jaguar designed the brake system with two 
reservoirs.  One reservoir from the master cylinder feeds the rear brakes and the second reservoir from the servo facilities 
the rear brakes, which creates two independent hydraulic circuits.  A safety measure I wholeheartedly support. 

According to a couple of my restoration books, the E type brake reservoirs had three styles or iterations of design.  First two 
generations were cylindrical with large black caps.  These caps were later replaced by hybrid caps made of aluminium with 
black or white plastic tops.  In the Series II, the third style was rectangular but still had the second style caps.  The Series II 
had rubber covers fitted according to the Original Jaguar E Type restoration Guide by Philip Porter.  The rubber covers were 
incorporated on production runs beginning in September 1966 to prevent  a possibility of a short circuit.  Additionally, the 
floats on some early reservoir caps came in two types.  On some, the fluid level sensor float was a hollow nylon unit.  Later 
the cap floats were cork.  The clutch reservoir located in front of the brake reservoirs also went from round to a square. 

After lifting the bonnet and checking the reservoirs, I realized I was low on brake fluid on one reservoir.  I disconnected the 
two electrical cables from the snap on terminals and screwed the filler cap off to top up to the recommended level.  However, 
I realized that the aluminium cap, after years of frequent usage, had broken and separated from the central unit which carries 
the float.  It was time to replace the sensor.  I had no idea if they were original or if they had been replaced over the 51 years 
of the car’s life. 

As per my usual habits, I knew that it would not be a good idea to skimp on quality brake parts.  In the past I have gotten my 
parts from SNG Barratt Ltd.  The main location is in Bridgnorth, in the heart of Severn Valley in the West Midlands of       
England.  The USA office is in Manchester, New Hampshire.  I usually order from the U.S. as I find it easier with the U.S. 
Postal Service (or UPS).  Shipping from the U.K. during the COVID-19 pandemic is hit and miss.  It took six months for my 
March, Classic and Sports Car Magazine to arrive in my mailbox.  My mother always said, “Don’t tempt fate.” 

The parts arrived in eight days.  I got to the job quickly.  My Friendly Mechanic in Caledon suggested I may be able to save 
the one sensor that was not broken, but as I tried to clean off the gunk, the aluminium disintegrated in my hand.  So I       
replaced both as it was probably for the best. 

I disconnected two electrical cables from the snap terminals, unscrewed the filler cap and topped up to the recommended 
indicator level with Dot 4 brake fluid.  Then I slowly inserted the combined filler cap and float slowly into the reservoir to allow 
for displacement and screwed the aluminium cap down.  I wiped off any excess brake fluid from the cap and connected the 
cables to either of the two terminals.  Then replaced the rubber caps back on snugly. 

Jaguar manufacturing also provides owners with a further technical indicator that the fluid level is becoming low by          
incorporating a pressure pin which is situated in the centre of the cap between the terminals.  After pressing down on the pin, 
and allowing it to return to its normal position; if the pin can then be lifted with the thumb and forefinger, the reservoir        
requires topping up immediately.  A clever idea that deserves mention. 

Now with brand new sensors providing vital information while driving on our busy roads, I feel secure that quality              
replacement parts play an important part in our safety.  I also feel confident that I do not have to revisit this job for quite some 
time. 

That afternoon Angela and I buckled up, popped “The Travelling Wilburys” tape into the cassette deck and drove scenic 
roads to the village of Creemore.  I selected these roads because they were challenging enough to test the Cat’s braking 
system.  It was a relief to see that the little red light was not blinking at us anymore. 

 

 

References: 
1. Jaguar E Type 6 & 12-cylinder Restoration Guide, Dr. Thomas F. Haddock, 1991; page 118, 119, 120 
2. Original Jaguar E Type Restoration Guide, Phillip Porter, 1989, page 50 
3. Jaguar e Type, the Definitive History, Phillip Porter, 1989, page 148 
4. Complete Official Jaguar E Workshop Manual, Robert Bently, 1974, page 44 

Notes:  
Ken Mason has also been a source for some Jaguar parts and Fred at British Auto Sport has been a source for some sundry 
parts.  


