BRITISH DRIVE

A Newsletter for the British Car Enthusiast

Lest We Forget

In Flanders Fields by John McCrae

In Flanders fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row,
That mark our place; and in the sky
The larks, still bravely singing, fly
Scarce heard amid the guns below.

We are the Dead. Short days ago
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,
Loved and were loved, and now we lie
In Flanders fields.

Take up our quarrel with the foe:

To you from failing hands we throw

The torch; be yours to hold it high.

If ye break faith with us who die

We shall not sleep, though poppies grow
In Flanders fields.

Though few will gather at
Cenotaphs across the country
this year on November 11, please
take a few minutes to watch the
laying of wreaths on television
and to observe a Minute of
Silence for those who
endangered or gave their lives
for the freedoms we enjoy today.

Wear a Poppy.
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Virtual
CHRISTMAS AUCTION

November 23 (6:00) - November 30 (12:00)

2020 being the big fat party pooper that it is, we will not be gathering for our
Annual Christmas Banquet. Our regular Live and Silent Auctions have been
replaced this year by a Virtual Auction to be held online on the HBCC website.

At this time, we are appealing to our members to donate items for this event.
Collection of items has already begun, and will continue until November 16.
Please contact Jean-Louis at 519-925-5052 (home) or 519-940-1315 (cell) to
arrange a date and time when you can drop your items off to his home.

The HBCC Auction team of Jean-Louis, Pat and Leia will be contacting you
soon with:

¢ An outline of the Bidding Procedures,

¢ Information on collecting winnings (any items that are not sold may be picked
up, or they will be donated to charity).

As our Charity for 2020, Choices Youth Shelter has suffered from our lack of
fund raising this year. We appeal to your generosity when providing items for
auction and when considering your bids.

Contact: Jean-Louis at vp@headwatersbritishcarclub.org
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Upcoming
Events

PLEASE NOTE:

All Club Meetings have been
switched to on-line ZOOM
Meetings at the present time.

Thank you to everyone who
has organized and attended
our socially distanced runs
this Fall.

11th Annual Polar Bear Run
Tuesday, Nov. 3 @ 9:45 a.m.
Meet at Hockley Valley Store
Bill and Jane Tully

AGM Meeting - ZOOM
Wednesday, Nov. 4 @ 7 p.m.

VIRTUAL Christmas Auction
Donations accepted now - Nov. 16
Auction runs Nov. 23-30

See ad this page

Proceeds: Choices Youth Shelter
Jean-Louis Valade, Pat Yaremko,
Leia Hill

Christmas Meeting - ZOOM
Wed., Dec. 2 @ 7 p.m.

Mystery Poet
Revealed!!

Thanks to Anne Joiner and Betty
Huider for taking a guess as to the
identify of our beloved Mystery
Poet.

They both guessed Ed Taccone.
They were both incorrect!

The Mystery Poet is none other
than HBCC's very own....

Bill Mason!

(Keep those poems coming, Bill!)




Fishway Run

By Dorien Berteletti

| had considered cancelling this run, due to a pretty bleak forecast, but |
was talked out of it by two weather experts, namely Anne and Kimberly!

| suppose when two women tell you something, then maybe they are
right? In this case, they knew something | didn’t and it turned out to be
“a dream come true” type of day, weather-wise.

In attendance, we had 2 Jaguars, 1 Bristol, 2 Triumphs and 1 rare MG
prototype...plus a few unknown cars of members without a currently
operating British car!

The drive took us about 1.4 hours, starting at the Dufferin Museum,
working our way up towards Ravenna and then on to the Scenic Caves
Road. Georgian Bay looked quite impressive as we came down from
the Blue Mountains, and then along the lakefront and over to the pub.
We sat outside like the good conscientious citizens that we are, and
enjoyed good food, good beer and good company. Many of us had a
chance to watch the fish working their way up from the lake in to the
dam.

The faster group (as in the E-type and myself with the Jones playing
catch up) continued on the programmed route back, including the lake
crossing - whilst others went off to take pictures and/or buy pies.

Good thing they did and Leah’s shots are included.

| hear there will be a Polar Bear Run, so am pleased the heater in my
car works quite well!




Our September Trip

By Dorien Berteletti

As most of you know, Ed and Sandra had a great run last month that
was well attended and a lot of fun. After the end of the festivities at
Camp Hope, Anne and | headed up to Tobermory as we were
scheduled to cross over to Manitoulin Island, a place that somehow |
had never been to.

The Ferry schedule was for an early Sunday morning departure, and
the Motel was not serving breakfast of any kind, and no food on the
boat. A grim start to the day, but Anne had planned well and we had
breakfast of sorts sitting in the car waiting to board the Chi-Cheemaun.

The crossing was fine for the first hour or so, but then got rough and
although seasoned maritime travelers, we were feeling out of sorts by
the time the “Big Canoe” arrived in South Baymouth. Of interest was
the sign re. not hanging your children over the side. Must have been a
common sight to see children hanging out over the water some time
ago.

We got through Customs easily enough and then drove to Lake
Manitou, then Lake Mindemoya and Lake Kagawong (note that some
of the roads near the lakes are dirt but in good shape). Tall reeds near
the bank do not always allow easy access to the water.

We worked our way over to Gore Bay and other parts of the island.
Great roads, little or no traffic, OPP office was closed and no posted
speed limits...what a place for a Bristol! Gore Bay has 900 people, but
we only saw 2 plus 1 deer on a front lawn; they must have all been
inside praying for their souls given it was Sunday. Found a nice coffee
shop with good cakes and sat in a window seat imagining what it would be like
when the inhabitants came out.

Visited Bridal Veil Falls and ended up answering lots of questions about the
Bristol from locals. They were particularly impressed that we were from the
Orangeville area, as that is deemed to be very “far away” to come in a RHD
British car!

Eventually, after circling more smaller lakes (there are lots of lakes on this
island) we came on a large flock of Sandhill Cranes, a very rare sight to see so
many. They were between 4 and 5 feet tall, so quite impressive.

Stopped in Little Current for the night and spent time along the waterfront.
Much bigger than Gore Bay, with some nice shops and buildings, but still very
quiet and peaceful. Monday was raining, so we headed towards Espanola and
south. | had treated the windshield with Rain X and so no need for the wipers
and the faster | went the clearer it got...wonderful stuff. Not using the wipers
reduced alternator loading and so better MPG!

Radio reception was bad, so we decided to listen to Angela’s latest hit on
Anne’s cell phone, “Little Things Mean a Lot” while passing Sudbury in the
pouring rain. It was nice so we decided on a repeat performance north of Parry
Sound!

The car ran well other than the heater was marginal, so once back home |
pulled the thermostat and found it was upside down! Theoretically it might
have made the water hotter as the bulb was on the “cold” side, but not in this
case. Put a new one in the right way up and now | have some heat...ready for
another trip.
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More photos on Page 5




Our September Trip

Continued from 4

What’s Cooking?

Italian Lemon Knot Cookies (Tarallucci) ala Anne Joiner

Cuisine: ltalian
Prep time: 45 minutes; Cook time: 10 minutes
Serves: 4 dozen

Traditionally made at Christmas, these ltalian Lemon Knot Cookies are a
light and airy treat bursting with lemon flavor. It’s the cookie of all cookies!

Ingredients: Glaze:

4 cups all purpose flour Combine

4 teaspoons baking powder 1 1/2 cups powdered sugar

4 eggs 4-5 Tablespoons milk

1 cup granulated sugar 1 teaspoon lemon extract

3/4 cup vegetable oil

1/3 cup milk Adjust “thickness” of glaze according to
Zest and juice of 1 lemon personal taste.

Instructions:

1.

N

In a medium mixing bowl, sift together flour and baking powder.
Set aside.

In a large mixing bowl or the bowl of an electric mixer fitted with the
whisk attachment, whisk the eggs until nice and frothy (about 3-4 mins)
Add sugar. Continue to whisk until well combined.

Add the oil, milk, zest and juice of lemon. Combine well.

Slowly add the flour mixture until well combined, dough will be soft.
Refrigerate for 1 hour.

Preheat the oven to 350 degrees F. Position rack to middle.

Line 2 baking sheets with parchment paper.

Scoop dough with medium sized cookie scoop and drop on a floured
surface.

Roll into a 4 inch strand about 1/2 inch in diameter.

. Shape into a concentric circle.

. Place on parchment-lined baking sheets.

. Bake for 10-12 minutes or until bottoms are lightly browned.
. Transfer cookies to wire rack to cool.

Glaze cookies.




A selection of Sweetheart Brooches available through Marion

Sweetheart Brooches

By Marion Mason (Antique Dealer, Appraiser)

Sweetheart Brooches are basically small brooches worn by military wives or
girlfriends, particularly popular around the era of the Great War (1914-
1918). The word “sweetheart” can be misleading because the brooch was
often given to anyone the soldier was leaving behind, be it their girlfriend,
wife, mother, grandmother or even daughter.

They were most often given to wives or girlfriends (thus “sweetheart”) by
Servicemen as mementos and reminders of their absent loves. The brooch-
es were fitted with pins so that they could be worn on a blouse or a lapel.

The style came about as soldiers as far back as the Boer War in Africa
would give their Regimental Cap Badge to their loved one to remember
them by. So many soldiers were “losing” their cap badges that Regimental
stores started to carry replicas that the soldiers could purchase for the
purpose, which would be legal for civilians to wear. Smaller versions of Air
Force wings were also available. By wearing such a pin, you were letting
others know that you were thinking about a loved one who was serving his
country and you were showing pride in his Regiment. You would also be
notifying any would-be suitors that you were spoken for!

The sweetheart brooches became increasingly popular and jewellers saw
the opportunity to profit and started producing them commercially.
Regimental designs became smaller, more delicate and often made from
gold or silver, rather than coloured base metals. Other designs became
abundant as well.

The practice continued to be popular during the Second World War.
Rationing was placed on metals, but not on Sterling Silver - so it was used
to produce the better quality pieces, replacing wood, plastic or base metals.
Some pins could have a gold star to indicate the death of a Serviceman.
None have safety catches, as they were not yet invented! The production of
Sweetheart Brooches ended soon after World War Il

Although sweetheart brooches may be from a bygone era, they still hold a
very relevant place in many people’s hearts as iconic examples of a close
connection with a particular Armed Service Regiment or individual who
served/serves for their country. In recent years the collection of these
vintage pieces has been on the upswing, particularly the gold and silver
pins.
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The young man below is James
Hembruff, who served overseas in
World War | with the 227th
Battalion (“Men o’ the North”).

If you look carefully, you will see
that his sweetheart, Jennie Varey,
(seated), is proudly wearing his
Regimental pin in one of the
traditional locations - she is
“wearing her heart on her sleeve”.

James was one of the lucky
fellows who returned from conflict
to marry his sweetheart and live
happily ever after.

RIP my dear Great-Aunt Jennie
and her kind, quiet sweetheart,
Uncle Jim. - Editor




Letters to
the Editor

“Hi Kimberly,

Thanks for British Driven.
Your guys had a much
better summer than did the
two clubs we belong to - and
your newsletter reflects that.
Keep up the good work.
Incidentally, Linda Guthrie
was also a member of the
Morgan Sports Car Club.
Thanks.”

John Roden
Morgan Sports Car Club

We shall all miss Linda
greatly. She was a terrific
lady who loved life and
loved her Morgan.

Editor

2020

| still can’t believe people’s survival instincts told them to grab toilet paper.

I’'m going to stay up on New Year’s Eve this year. Not to see the New Year
in, but to make sure this one leaves.

If I had only known in March it would be my last time in a restaurant, | would
have ordered dessert.

At the store there was a big X by the register for me to stand on...I've seen
too many Road Runner cartoons to fall for that one!

In the U.S., having some states lock down and some states not lock down
is like having a peeing section in a swimming pool.

Until further notice, the days of the week are now called Thisday, Thatday,
Otherday, Someday, Yesterday, Today and Nestday.

They said a mask and gloves were enough to go to the grocery store. They
lied. Everybody else had clothes on.

The dumbest thing I've ever purchased was a 2020 planner.
When does Season TWO of 2020 start? | do not like Season ONE.

Keep in mind, even during a pandemic, no matter how much chocolate you
eat, your earrings will still fit.

The buttons on my jeans have started social distancing from each other.

I never thought the comment, “I wouldn’t touch him/her with a 6 foot pole”
would become a national policy, but here we are.

Fifty Ways to Beat this Virus

Stay away from the pack, Jack
Don't visit your Gran, Stan
Wipe down every toy, Roy

To keep virus free.

Don’t hop on the bus, Gus
Don’t listen to Don, Ron
Don’t hoard the TP, Lee
Just stay virus free.

Sneeze into your sleeve, Steve
Stop touching your face, Grace
Keep back to six feet, Pete
Heed the CDC

Just use the Purell, Mel

Keep wipes in your purse, Nurse
Take care of your stock, Doc
You need PP

This isn’t Spring Break, Jake
Stay home if you’re sick, Dick
Just follow the rules, fools
And stay virus free.




Gunson Carbalancer

By Tom Hodgson

| have available for our members’ use the Gunson Carbalancer and the Gunson
Colortune. Some general information follows.

Carbalancer by Gunson

First, be sure that your contact breaker has the correct gap.
should be correct, too.

Ignition timing

General instructions for using the Carbalancer:

1. Warm the engine to normal operating temperature.

2. Remove the air filter assemblies.

3. Disconnect the throttle linkages between the carburetors. This applies
where the throttles can be adjusted independently. On some carburetors,
a single screw allows for this adjustment.

4. Start the engine and allow it to idle.

5. Clip the scale to some convenient part of the car. Set the inner Bezel to
the fully open position. You slide one disc against the other until the vents
are fully open. Press the Venturi adapter into the first carb Venturi and
hold firmly.

6. Now with the other hand, turn the adapter disc until you get a reading at
any convenient position on the scale. Do not close so much that the
engine slows down.

7. Then, without changing the adjustment, move to the other carb Venturi.

8. Now adjust, if necessary, the throttle screw or balance screw until both
readings are the same. With more than two carbs, this operation needs to
be repeated for the subsequent carbs.

9. Reconnect the throttle linkage and check that the settings have not been
disturbed.

10. Now adjust the idle speed if necessary. Both carbs will now be breathing
the same amount of air.

11. Clean and replace the air filters.

Caution: Avoid having plastic parts of the balancer contact hot parts of the
engine such as the exhaust manifold.

The balancer will fit many carbs on older vehicles with both side and down-
draught types in sizes from 1 inch to 2.25 inches.

Colortune by Gunson

This unit allows the mixture to be set evenly for each carb in single or multi-carb
systems. This is done after the air mixtures are even. The tester looks like a
spark plug, but has a window that allows you to see the colour of the flame.

General instructions are:

1. Start the engine and have it reach normal operating temperatures.

2. Park in such a way that the engine is in shade. (Be careful not to have the
exhaust gases inside your garage.)

3. Once the engine is warmed, replace the first or second spark plug with the
Colortune. Do not overtighten. Hand tight plus 1/16th of a turn.

4. Screw the plain end of the adapter lead to the centre lead of the Colortune.
Fit the lower half of the Viewerscope tube, fitting it over the hexagon. Fit
the upper part of the Viewscope. Plug the adapter lead into the plug cap of
the open plug lead.

5. Start the engine. All cylinders should now be firing. Adjust the idle if
necessary. Adjust the mixture until a yellow flame (rich) is seen. Now
adjust until the yellow just disappears and you have Bunsen blue. Reset
idle if it has changed. If you have more than one carb, move to the 3rd or
4th spark plug and repeat. There are more tests that can be done at other
engine speeds.

There is, with this equipment, colour charts and detailed instructions that are
kept with the unit.




BRITISH
DRIVEN

If you have an article or an
idea for

that you would like to share
with our members,

please contact Kimberly at
editor@headwatersbritishcarclub.org

A sincere Thank You to
those of you who have

contributed to the newsletter.

Please keep up the good
work!

Lucas Wiring in Colour

Pilfered by Tom Hodgson ;)

This article was stolen from the Winter 2000 “Octagon” of the MG Car Club

of Toronto - who stole it from the Emerald Necklace MG Register Inc. - who
stole it from MG Club of Central Florida. It was then entitled, “The Colourful
World of Lucas Wiring”.

Lucas used colours in their wiring to tell us a story. If you look at a group of
wires that are going to various parts of the car, there will be several colours.

Plain solid colours like red, white, brown, black, purple, green and blue tell
you which circuit they belong to:

Black (B) is ground

Brown (N) is hot, but not fused.

Purple (P) is always hot, but fused.

White (W) is hot when the ignition is on, but not fused.

Green (G) is hot with the ignition on, but is fused.

Blue (U) is the Headlight main feed, not fused.

Red (R) Parking /tail lights, not fused. (Perhaps they should be.)

These colours sometimes have a second colour running through them,
known as a tracer. For example:

Blue/white - blue belongs to the headlight circuit, the tracer is for the high
beam part of the circuit.

Blue/red is for the headlights, but the tracer is to say it is for the low beams.
Red/white is for the parking/tail lights. The white tracer says it is for the
panel lights.

White/black is for the ignition, the tracer says it is from the distributor.
Green/yellow - The green wire is hot with the ignition on, the yellow is to say
it is for the right direction signal.

Green/blue - The blue tracer this time indicates it is for the left direction
signal.

Purple/black - Purple is hot and fused. The black tracer says it is for the
horn button (on later cars).

Green/black - The green is hot and fused with ignition on, the black says it
is for the fuel gauge from the gas tank.

For cars before 1980 or so, you should now be able to trace most of your
car’s circuits.

Assuming you aren’t colour blind...




