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BRITISH DRIVEN 
 

HBCC’s Charity for 2020 

The final amount raised for our 2020 Charity, Choices Youth Shelter, was 

$1,250.00.  It was a difficult year, with few in-person opportunities for fund 

raising.  50/50 draws were limited, but we were creative and held an on-line 

auction.  Please bear in mind that we beat by far the amount raised in our 

first year of fundraising with a designated charity (2013, when we raised 

$978).  So, congratulations to all for doing what we could under the          

circumstances. 

In the photo below, our Treasurer Don Fysh and President Ralph Evans are 

shown presenting the cheque to Althea Casamento, the current Director of 

the organization.   

Choices Youth Shelter is located in Orangeville and is a homeless shelter for 

youth regardless of gender, aged 16-24.  Choices also supports youth living 

in the community by providing, when available, food boxes, hygiene products, 

meals and laundry service.   

Our Charity for 2021 will be The Lighthouse in Orangeville.  The Lighthouse 

is a local organization sponsored by Good Friends Fellowship, and whose 

goal is to meet the needs of those in the community who are less fortunate by 

providing physical and spiritual assistance. 
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Upcoming 
Events 

PLEASE NOTE:                   
All Club Meetings have been 
switched to on-line ZOOM 
Meetings at the present time.                 

Thank you to everyone who 
has organized and attended 
our socially distanced runs 
in the 2020 Season. 

General Zoom Meeting           
Wed., Feb. 3, 2020 @ 7 p.m. 

Drive Your Triumph Day              
Wed., Feb. 10, 2021                        
Please see more information, this 
page. 

Valentine’s Day                          
Sunday, Feb. 14, 2021                 
The day when you surprise your  
Sweetheart with something      
special.                                    
Probably a good idea to pick 
something up for your spouse as 
well.  (Relax ladies - in all          
likelihood, his Sweetheart has four 
wheels.) 

 

 

 

             

 

 

Drive Your Triumph Day 

EVENT OF INTEREST per Mark Bates 

DATE:  February 10, 2021 

HOSTED BY:  Travelers Sports Car Club, Northern California 

 
On Wednesday, February 10, 2021, go for a drive in your Triumph to     
celebrate the birthday of Sir John Black, who was instrumental in making 
the cars after the war. 

Take a photograph with the main focus on your car and email a high      
resolution of the photo to driveyourtriumphday@gmail.com along with some 
basic information:  owner’s name, year, model and place photo was taken 
(country, city, etc.)  Photos will be published in the organizing club’s     
newsletter and USA’s National Magazine. 

If the car is in hibernation for the winter or being restored, you can also send 
a photo of it napping. 

For fun, please send a  copy of your photo to 
editor@headwatersbritishcarclub.org to be included in our next edition of 
British Driven. 

 

 

Sir John Black 

February 10, 2020 February 10, 2018 February 10, 2019 

mailto:driveyourtriumphday@gmail.com
mailto:editor@headwatersbritishcarclub.org
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The “Others” 
Last month I wrote: 

What’s in your garage? 

Thought it might be interesting to see what the Club members have in the way of non-British cars.  Obviously, they are 

not  nearly as interesting /beautiful / fun to drive as the Club related cars, but still, it will be a treat to see what else 

you’ve got!  So...send me a photograph (taken from any old angle whatsoever!) of your non-British cars of interest and 

I will share them in the February issue of BRITISH DRIVEN.  Please do indicate Make, Model and Year.  Thanks, all! 

So here they are! 

Mark Bates’ 2015 Mercedes 350 SLK Deb Longley’s 2015 Infinity ZX50 SUV 

Ed Taccone’s 1939 Nash Ambassador Ed Taccone’s 1957 Chevy 4 door Bel Aire 

Ed Taccone’s 1990 Porsche Carrera 4 Ed Taccone’s 1994 Dodge Viper RT/10 

Ed Taccone’s 1978 Dodge Little Red Express Ed Taccone’s 1953 Ford F100 Pickup Continued on 4 
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Ralph Evans’ 1972 Oldsmobile Cutlass 442 

Ralph Evans’ 1973 Pontiac TransAm 

The “Others” Continued from 3 

Bill Mason’s 1937 Chevy Speedster 

Johan Aaltink’s 1940 Dodge D14 Luxury Liner 

For Sale 
2003 50th Anniversary 
Corvette 

Cherry Red with            
Cream leather interior      
and convertible top 

178,000 Km                               
One owner                                                  
Standard Transmission                       

Lovely to handle                    
Great Suspension              
No issues                        
Purrs like a lion                                            

Located in Caledon             
Contact Glenda Simeone 
at 416-697-7792                     

Asking price:  $28,000 
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The MGB 1962-1980 Part 1 
By Tom Hodgson 

If you did a survey asking people what car they thought of when they heard the words, “Small British Sports Car”, you would 

very likely get the answer, “Oh, the MGB!”  It was not the fastest, most powerful or most luxurious sports car, but it is fixed in 

the mind of a large segment of the public as the iconic British Sports Car. 

From the late 1930’s, the “T” series sports cars had done well for MG and were beginning to sell well in the USA, too.  After 
the war, if you wanted to buy steel you had to export a significant percentage of your production.  “Export or Die” was the 
maxim of the day.  For example, I read once that the very first Land Rover chassis were made from scrap steel tubes.  Late 
as it seemed, the arrival of the MGA in 1954 had been most welcome.  People were just fed up with post-War austerity.  
Great as the MGA was, other manufacturers were moving ahead rapidly at this time.  It was time for an update.  Time for the 
MGB! 

This new car was built monoque style - that is, without a separate chassis.  With an engine expanded to 1798 ccs providing 
95 bhp, Sid Enever could now design a more powerful, much more roomy vehicle than the MGA, but with smaller outside 
dimensions.  There were also wind-up windows, locking doors and trunk.  The seats had adjustable rake for the first time at 
MG.  It was also announced at the 1962 British Motor Show that the MGB featured the following extras:  Anti-roll bar, twin 
horns, full tonneau, wire wheels, luggage rack, ashtray and an oil cooler. 

The motoring press were positive.  Road and Track said, “the MGB is the best engineered, best put together MG we have 
ever seen.”  In Canada, Canada Track and Traffic called it “Car of the Year”.   

The MGB was to be in production from 1962 to 1980.  In the earliest years some changes were needed.  The engine went 
from 3 main bearings to 5.  This modification was to provide a more stable and longer lasting engine.  It was to be proved in 
1966 when an MGB won the world’s longest auto race - the 84 hour marathon at the Nurburgring.  The drivers Andrew 
Hedges and Julien Vernaeve had driven 5,600 miles to win this race.  This excellent reliability stayed with MGB throughout 
its long life.  Apart from some minor exterior upgrades, most changes over the years were the result of American demands 
for improved safety features and lower emissions.  Costello first fitted a Rover V8 into the MGB, but later Leyland tried this 
themselves.  It was a very unfortunate time to launch such a car as the oil embargo was at its height at the very same time.  
This really seemed to hurt the V8’s possible success. 

Australia assembled almost 9,000 MGB’s from 1963 to 1972.  Many parts were made locally, e.g. engines, gearboxes, axles 
and some body panels.  The idea at the time in Australia was “populate or die”.  They wanted lots of new people to offset the 
so called “Yellow Peril”.  Auto companies were strongly encouraged to build locally. 

Total production figures for all MGB’s by year: 

1962 Roadsters       4,518 
1963  “       23,308 
1964 “       26,542 
1965 Roadsters + GT’s   24,703 
1966 “       32,916 
1967 “       26,524 
1968 “       25,707 
1969 “       31,030 
1970 “       36,570 
1971 “       34,680 
1972 “       39,393 
1973 Roadsters, GT’s + V8’s 30,823 
1974 “       30,205 
1975 “       25,065   
1976 Roadsters, GT’s + V8’s 29,734 

1977 “       28,680 

1978 “       27,355 

1979 “       23,400 

1980 “       14,315 

The management at Leyland had decided that the TR7 would replace the MGB in the early 1970’s; however, the MGB sold 

more cars than the TR6 and TR7 combined, so had to be continued.  The car just kept selling even though the news media 

now thought it was getting old and needed improvement.  I can only wonder why, with the North American Auto Pact, we 

could not have made them in Canada like Australia did.  We have enough parts makers and can easily assemble and ship 

into the major areas of the US market.  What about the V8, which was not sold here, but could have solved the issue?  The 

oil crisis might not have been so critical here as in the UK.  We must never forget that between 8 and 96% of all MGB’s were 

made for export.  This was especially important for North America.                                                                  Continued on 6 
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The MGB 1962-1980 Part 1                        
                 Continued from 5 

1 

This car (pictured in 2007 in “Safety Fast”, (the magazine of the MG Car 

Club) was at the time considered to be the second oldest MGB still in use.  

It is from 1962, so shows the Whitewall tires common at the time, clear turn 

signal lenses and plain chrome bumpers.  The engine would be the 3 main 

bearing type and the door handles would be of the so-called “pull-handle” 

kind. 

 

 

2 and 3 

In 1970, the familiar and well-liked grill was changed to a recessed one with 

black vertical bars as background.  This one lasted only about one and a 

half years, as did the “split” rear bumper.  This split bumper was only used 

for export and no MGB’s in the UK were of this style.  Personally, I quite like 

the recessed grill, but it clearly was not well received as by 1972 a new grill 

showing a black honeycomb mesh but with original and familiar MGB 

chrome shape was back.  Note also that rubber faced over riders are fitted 

to the bumpers.  The turn signals and side marker lights are amber by this 

time. 

 

 

4 

The car in this picture, taking part in British Columbia’s Spring Thaw Run, is 

owned by Ian Eyre.  He often sends articles to the Safety Fast magazine.  I 

suspect our own Malcolm, now that he is in Vancouver, will be on the Spring 

Thaw run next time it is scheduled.   
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For a short time before the rubber bumpers arrived in 1975, some elongated 

rubber bumper extensions were used to meet the 5 mph crash test.  These 

were called the “Sabrina” energy absorbing bumpers.  I believe the same 

units were fitted to some Triumph cars, too.  Many people did not like these 

8 inch or so lumps of rubber sticking out from the nice chrome bumpers. 
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In 1975 the Rubber Bumper MGB arrived.  At the same time, power output 

was dropping as the emissions control equipment gained momentum.  The 

Rubber Bumper MGB’s were also about 2 inches taller so seemed to lose 

something in stability.  However, in spite of the changes the cars still sold 

quite well.                
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Later, some models featured colour matched rubber bumpers which can 

look very pleasing as an alternative to all black bumpers.  We have a fine 

example in our own club:  the red MGB owned by Mary Valade. 

 

                Continued on 7 
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 The MGB 1962-1980 Part 1                        
                 Continued from 6 

I have not included anything about the MGC as I consider it a different   

vehicle.  One big advantage of owning an MGB is the readily available 

spare parts.  I have the catalogue from SC Parts at Gatwick in the UK that 

runs to over 800 pages of just MGB parts and accessories. 

Pictured at left is a typical parts supplier advert.  Note that the engine price 

includes VAT (Value added tax of 20%) which does not apply to you here in 

a country outside the UK.  The pound Sterling changes in value but has 

been around $1.70 CAD in recent time.  Freight is usually the problem cost 

for any purchases outside Canada these days.  However, it is good to know 

that virtually every part of an MGB is available.  Moss Motors published a 

list of serial numbers for our cars, e.g. 1972 the Roadster cars were      

numbered GHN5/UC/258001 to 294251 and GT’s from GHN5/UC/258004 

to 296001.  This list is excellent for ordering the correct spares.  One thing I 

did not know is that engines were only painted red until 1971 but later were 

always blue. 

There are some excellent books available about all facets of the MGB.  

Some have far more detail than I know or can collect.  A few of these books 

are listed below: 

MGB by F. Wilson McComb (Osprey Publishing)  A great book by a 

real believer.  He is a bit tough on Triumphs though.  He thought the TR7 

was the only Triumph that could safely be pushed to the limit.   

MGB - A Guide to Purchase and Restoration by Lindsay Porter 

(Haynes Publications)  Very down to earth and easy to follow. 

MG by Richard Aspden and Great Marques MG by Chris Harvey also 

give the MGB good coverage. 

Your Guide to MGB and MGB GT by Roger Williams 

How to Power Tune MGB by Peter Burgess 

MGB the Illustrated History by Johnathan Wood and Lionel Burell  

Moss Motors have these and many other similar books in their catalogue.   

In “Part 2” of the MGB story, I will look at how MGB’s performed and what 

people like us did with them. 

Thanks to the MG Car Club in Abingdon for their help and support. 

Build Your Own MGB 
As the Editor was laying this out, the February/March issue of “Flywheel”, the      

newsletter of the Niagara British Car Club arrived.  Included therein was the Moss 

Motors paper model car kit of an MGB Roadster!  It seemed fitting to include that 

here, considering Tom Hodgson’s informative article dealt with the MGB.  There are 

other models available on the Moss Motors website, so you might want to check 

them out.  If you make one, be sure and show us at one of our Zoom meetings! 

Thank you to Jim Martin of the Niagara British Car Club, as well as to Moss Motors.  

The model follows on page 8. 
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Don’t Let the Smoke Out! 
Shared by Mary Valade 

Positive grounding depends on proper circuit functioning, which is the         
transmission of negative ions by retention of the visible spectral manifestation 
known as “Smoke”. 

This has been referred to as “the smoke theory”, as when the smoke comes out 
it’s finished, cooked or done for. 

Smoke is the thing that makes electrical circuits work.  We know this to be true 
because every time one lets the smoke out of an electrical circuit, it stops   
working.  This can be verified repeatedly through empirical testing. 

For example, if one places a copper bar across the terminals of a battery,   
prodigious quantities of smoke are liberated and the battery shortly thereafter 
ceases to function.  In addition, if one observes smoke escaping from an    
electrical component such as a Lucas voltage regulator, it will also be observed 
that the component no longer functions.  The logic is elementary and           
inescapable. 

The function of the wiring harness is to conduct the smoke from one device to 
another.  When the wiring springs a leak and lets all the smoke out of the    
system, nothing works afterwards. 

Starter motors were considered unsuitable for British motorcycles for some 
time, largely because they consumed large quantities of smoke, requiring un-
sightly large wires. 

It has been reported that Lucas electrical components are possibly more prone 
to electrical leakage than their Bosch, Japanese or American counterparts.  
Experts point out this is because Lucas is British, and all things British leak.  
British engine leaks oil.  British shock absorbers leak oil.  British hydraulic forks 
and disk brakes leak fluid.  British tires leak air and British Intelligence leaks 
national defense secrets.  Therefore, it follows that British electrical systems 
must leak smoke.  Once again, the logic is clear and inescapable. 

In conclusion, the basic concept of transmission of electrical energy in the form 
of smoke provides a logical explanation of the mysteries of electrical           
components, especially British units manufactured by Joseph Lucas Ltd. 

A few quips: 
 Joseph Lucas:  1842-1903, the Prince of Darkness 
 Lucas Electrics is the patent holder for the short circuit 
 Lucas Electrics is the inventor of the first intermittent wiper 
 Lucas Electrics is the inventor of the self-dimming headlamp 
 Lucas Electrics is the inventor of anti-theft device 
 Lucas Electrics is the inventor of the three position switch:  Dim, Flicker 

and Off 
 Lucas Electrics also invented another three setting switch:  Smoke,    

Smolder and Ignite 
 If Lucas Electrics made guns, wars would not start 

Back in the 1970’s Lucas decided to diversify its product line and began     
manufacturing vacuum cleaners.  It was the only product they offered which did 
not suck. 

Q: Why do the British drink warm beer? 
A: Because Lucas makes their refrigerators 

And remember:  A gentleman does not motor about after dark. 

 
 

“Replacement Wiring Harness 

Smoke” 

Smoke leaking from the Evans’ 

1975 Jensen GT Lucas electrical 

system 
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Did You Know? 
Shared by Bill Mason 

In George Washington’s day, there were no cameras.  One’s image 
was either sculpted or painted.  Some paintings of George Washington 
showed him standing behind a desk with one arm behind his back, 
while others showed both legs and both arms.  Prices charged by 
painters were not based on how many people were to be painted, but 
by how many limbs were to be included.  Arms and legs are “limbs”, 
therefore painting them would cost the buyer more.  Hence the        
expression, “Okay, but it’ll cost you an arm and a leg.”  (Artists know 
that hands and arms are more difficult to paint.) 

As incredible as it sounds, men and women took baths only twice a 
year (May and October).  Women kept their hair covered, while men 
shaved their heads (because of lice and bugs) and wore wigs.  Wealthy 
men could afford good wigs made from wool.  They couldn’t wash the 
wigs, so to clean them, they would carve out a loaf of bread, put the 
wig in the shell, and bake it for 30 minutes.  The heat would make the 
wig big and fluffy, hence the term, “big wig”.  Today we often use the 
term “Here comes the Big Wig” because someone appears to be or is 
powerful and wealthy. 

In the late 1700’s many houses consisted of a large room with only one 
chair.  Commonly, a long wide board folded down from the wall (or a 
board was brought in and laid on wooden blocks) and was used as a 
dining table.  The ‘head of the household’ always sat in the chair while 
everyone else ate while sitting on the floor.  Occasionally a guest, who 
was usually a man, would be invited to sit in this chair during a meal.  
To sit in the chair meant you were important and in charge.  They 
called the one sitting in the chair the “chair man”.  Today in business, 
we use the expression or title “Chairman” or “Chairman of the Board”.   

Personal hygiene left much room for improvement.  As a result, many 
women and men had developed acne scars (or had Smallpox scars) by 
adulthood.  The women would spread beeswax over their facial skin to 
smooth out their complexions.  When they were speaking to each    
other, if a woman began to stare at another woman’s face she was told, 
“mind your own bee’s wax”.  Should the woman smile, the wax would 
crack, hence the term “crack a smile”.  In addition when they sat too 
close to the fire, the wax would melt...therefore the expression:  “losing 
face”! 

Ladies wore corsets, which would lace up in the front.  A proper and 
dignified woman, as in “straight laced” wore a tightly tied laced corset. 

Early politicians required feedback from the public to determine what 
the people considered important.  Since there were no telephones, 
TV’s, or radio, the politicians sent their assistants to local taverns, 
pubs, and bars.  They were told to “go sip some ale” and listen to    
people’s conversations and political concerns.  Many assistants were 
dispatched at different times.  “You go sip here” and “You go sip there”.  
The two words “go sip” were eventually combined when referring to the 
local opinion and thus, we have the term “gossip”. 

                Continued on 11 
 

British Car 
Quiz 
Suggested by                        
Dorien Berteletti 

I count some 30 different 
brands or makes of cars that 
were built in the U.K. from 
the late 1930’s to around 
1960. 

Name them. 

Send your answers to  

editor@headwatersbritishcarclub.org 

The HBCC Member who 
comes up with the highest 
number, by the earliest date, 
will win a prize to be        
determined by Dorien (and 
the envy of all, obviously). 

Qualifying Marquees will be 
listed in the March issue of 
BRITISH DRIVEN. 
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Scrabble 
Shared by Dorien Berteletti 

When you rearrange the 
letters in the first line, you 
get the second: 

 

PRESBYTERIAN: 
BEST IN PRAYER 

 
ASTRONOMER: 
MOON STARER 

 
DESPERATION: 
A ROPE ENDS IT 

 
THE EYES: 
THEY SEE 

 
GEORGE BUSH: 
HE BUGS GORE 

 
THE MORSE CODE: 
HERE COME DOTS 

 
DORMITORY: 
DIRTY ROOM 

 
SLOT MACHINES: 
CASH LOST IN ME 

 
ANIMOSITY: 
IS NO AMITY 

 
ELECTION RESULTS: 

LIES - LET’S RECOUNT 
 

SNOOZE ALARMS: 
ALAS!  NO MORE Z’S 

 
A DECIMAL POINT: 
I’M A DOT IN PLACE 

 
THE EARTHQUAKES: 
THAT QUEER SHAKE 

 
ELEVEN PLUS TWO: 
TWELVE PLUS ONE 

 
MOTHER-IN-LAW: 
WOMAN HITLER 

 
 
 
 

Did You Know?                              Continued from 10 

Common entertainment included playing cards.  However, there was a tax  
levied when purchasing playing cards, but only applicable to the Ace of 
Spades.  To avoid paying the tax, people would purchase 51 cards instead.  
Yet, since most games require 52 cards, these people were thought to be   
stupid or dumb because they weren’t ‘playing with a full deck’. 

At local taverns, pubs and bars, people drank from pint and quart-sized       
containers.  A bar maid’s job was to keep an eye on the customers and keep 
the drinks coming.  She had to pay close attention and remember who was 
drinking in ‘pints’ and who was drinking in ‘quarts’, hence the term, “minding 
your P’s and Q’s”. 

One more, and I’m betting you didn’t know this: 

In the heyday of sailing ships, all war ships and many freighters carried iron 
cannons.  Those cannons fired round iron cannon balls.  It was necessary to 
keep a good supply near the cannon.  However, how to prevent them from  
rolling about the deck?  The best storage method devised was a square-based 
pyramid with one ball on top, resting on four resting on nine, which rested on 
sixteen.  Thus, a supply of 30 cannon balls could be stacked in a small area 
right next to the cannon.  There was only one problem...how to prevent the 
bottom layer from sliding or rolling out from under the others.  The solution was 
a metal plate called a “Monkey” with 16 round indentations.  However, if this 
plate were made of iron, the iron balls would quickly rust to it.  The solution to 
the rusting problem was to make “Brass Monkeys”.  Few landlubbers realize 
that brass contracts much more and much faster than iron when chilled.     
Consequently, when the temperature dropped too far, the brass indentations 
would shrink so much that the iron cannonballs would come right off the     
monkey.  thus, it was quite literally, “Cold enough to freeze the balls off a brass 
monkey”.  (All this time, you thought that was an improper expression, didn’t 
you?) 
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Highway Patrol 
Shared by Mark Bates 

Lakeshore Road, from Toronto to Hamilton, was completed in 1917.  By 
1918, the daily count of traffic was at 8,000 cars and speeding was        
becoming a concern.  The Toronto - Hamilton Highway Commission        
decided to police the highway.  Constables on motorcycles were hired to 
carry out this duty.  Their instructions were: 

1. Duty - 10 hours per day.  1 day off in 7 - provided you are not required. 

2. You are to keep out of hotels or bars where idle people habitually    
congregate. 

3. While on patrol, do not exceed 25 miles per hour, unless in pursuit. 

4. Carrying of fire arms is forbidden. 

5. Use of side car is not allowed, except when winter weather renders it 
imperative. 

6. A sand bag in side car is advised. 

7. Use of motor car is forbidden. 

8. Americans or other foreign tourists to be given leniency and benefit of 
doubt. 

 

Highway Legislation 1834-1917 

From “Clarkson and It’s Many Corners by Kathleen A. Hicks” 

1834 An Act to exempt tolls on Sunday for persons going to Church or  
  vehicles carrying manure. 

1868 An Act to regulate speed of steam traction engines carrying freight or    
  passengers not to exceed 6 mph and 3 mph in town.   
  A messenger `to proceed engine with a red flag.   
  Engine to stop if horses encountered frightened. 

1885 No stone or gravel to be placed on the Queen’s highways during the 
 sleighing season. 

1903 First issue of license plates.  Speed 10 mph in town, 15 mph on hwy. 

1905 Vehicle must carry a headlamp. 

1912 Vehicles to proceed at a walking speed on bridge over 30’ in length 

1917 Two headlamps required; one on each side. 

 

Canada’s first car owner, Hamiltonian John Moodie.  Four wheeled gasoline
-propelled motor vehicle.  1898. 
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Help   
Wanted 
We are still looking for    
someone to fill the       
position of                          
Web Coordinator. 

Please contact  
Ralph Evans if you are 
interested. 
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Letters to 
the Editor 
“Thank you sooo much for 
this edition.  Well done!  
Happy New Year!  ♥                                                                                         
                  Margo Young  
                                   HBCC 

 

“Great article, Ed, but how 
about the tranny and rear 
end?  I noticed that Ralph 
won the prize, but no   
recognition or thanks to the 
man that made it.”                                       
                       Bill Mason 
                              HBCC 

 

“Kimberly, What a fun read 
with my New Year’s morning 
coffee.  I’m already       
bookmarking stuff I can 
poach!    Happy New Year 
to you and all the good folks 
at Headwaters.”                     
                  Jim Martin                        
                   Niagara BCC 

 

Kimberly, I am really taken 
with your laser cut metal 
club crest.  Can you give me 
an idea of where one gets 
such work done and an idea 
of the cost?  Thanks.”                 
                       Jim Martin 
                   Niagara BCC 

 

“Loved the article by Ed 
Taccone on oil changes, 
followed all his instructions - 
but where do I put all this 
darn oil that was drained 
from the engine?”                
                     Mark Bates 
                              HBCC 

 

Sunset Valley Designs 
In case you were wondering where the fabulous stainless steel HBCC Club 
logo was manufactured, which was raffled for charity in December, here is 
the contact information: 
 
Sunset Valley Designs 
173008 County Road 25 
East Luther, Grand Valley, ON  L9W 0L6i 
519-477-7747   
Matthew Bould & Christine Pulla 
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BRITISH 
DRIVEN 
If you have an article or an 

idea for BRITISH DRIVEN 

that you would like to share 

with our members,  

please contact Kimberly at   
editor@headwatersbritishcarclub.org 

A sincere Thank You to 

those of you who have    

contributed to the newsletter.  

Please keep up the good 

work! 

Articles from members of 

other clubs are always    

welcome - please include 

your Club affiliation. 

 

Limerick Contest 
I only received one entry for the Limerick Contest this year, so I think it 
is fair to say that  David Wakefield’s limerick was unrivaled.             
Congratulations, David!  A prize will be forthcoming. 

I drive a wee sports car from Blighty 
To keep her purring, I toil half the night-y, 
I shun winter’s breeze -  
So my arse doesn’t freeze, 
But come spring, I swear she’s alright-y! 
David Wakefield 

BCCI Award 
Recently, Headwaters British Car Club Past President Ed Taccone  

stopped by to present the British Car Council Order of British Car     

Enthusiasts to worthy HBCC Member Ken Mason.  

The award is given to celebrate a club member who has demonstrated 

great enthusiasm for, and robust knowledge about British cars as well 

as enthusiasm for club meetings and club events at the member club 

level. 

Each club associated with the British Car Council can select one    

member annually to receive this honour.  Ken joins the ranks of Angela 

van Breemen, Ed Taccone and Tom Hodgson as recipients from HBCC. 

Congratulations, Ken!   

 

“It turned out to be a marble in 

the glove box” 

David Wakefield 
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Racing Chev 
Speedsters! 

Bill Mason shared a photo of his 
(Page 4), and thought you might 
like to see them burning up the 
track! 

 

 

What’s Cooking? 
Scones ala Kimberly Evans 

Ingredients: 
2 cups flour (regular or instant blending) 
1/4 cup sugar 
3 tsp. baking powder 
1 tsp. salt 
1/3 cup butter or shortening 
1/4 cup currants (optional) 
1/2 cup milk 
2 eggs 
 
Instructions: 
1. Spoon or pour flour into dry measuring cup.  Level off and pour into 

mixing bowl.  Add sugar, baking powder and salt; stir well to blend. 
2. Cut in butter with pastry blender until mixture resembles coarse meal.  

Stir in currants, if desired. 
3. Add milk, 1 whole egg plus 1 egg yolk.  (Reserve 1 egg white.)  Stir 

with fork until all ingredients are moistened. 
4. Turn out dough onto lightly floured surface.  Round up and knead    

gently about 20 times. 
5. Roll dough with floured rolling pin into a circle 1/2” thick.  Cut with round 

cutter into 12 circles (or cut into 12 pie-shaped wedges). 
6. Brush circles (or wedges) with beaten egg white and sprinkle with   

sugar.  Place on ungreased baking sheet. 
7. Bake at 425°F for 10-12 minutes.  Serve hot with butter (Scottish) or 

room temperature with preserves and clotted or whipped cream 
(English).  Scones freeze well. 
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Chilled and Shaken;             
Adventures in the Cold 

By Peter T. Pontsa 

It was November 8, 2013 when auto focus.ca, an online car magazine was 
taping an interview of me outdoors in front of our 1970 XKE and a new 2014 
Jaguar F-type.  I had the privilege of driving both of them to compare the 
qualities of these amazing cars.  It happened to be -7°C and w were outside 
for a few hours.  The cold began to affect my speech and I was starting to 
become shaky, to say the least.  The cold had numbed my enthusiasm, but 
after viewing the tape, I realized I had behaved admirably. 

Fast forward to November 9, 2020 when the temperature was unusually 
warm at about 20°C.  You would have had to go to the Arctic to get ice  
cubes for your rum and Coke.  CVID-19 was suppressing most activities 
except for a few brave and foolish souls, who were attempting to preserve a 
time honoured tradition. 

David Maguire and I have been consistently spending a day in late October 
or early November engaging in what we like to affectionately call our “Brass 
Monkey Run”.  This event has been going on now for 12 years without      
interruption.  After all these years, we do not remember whose idea it was, 
but we both agree it’s still the best fun two men can have without gender 
intervention. 

David would arrive at my home and we would normally bundle up with   
layered clothing, prepared for the cold that we would encounter, as we 
waved goodbye to Angela.  Then we would drive off in the 1970 XKE to find 
coffee for the run. 

Over the years, we have also driven David’s Triumph Spitfire, the MGB and 
the Jaguar XK8 convertible; there has always been at least one vehicle 
available for the adventure. 

This November we were at a crossroads of sorts, as we were not locked 
down by COVID yet, but caution was the word of the day.  Being adults of 
sound mind and body, and the weather being in alignment with the stars 
and Jupiter, we decided to venture forth. 

I had made reservations at the Winford English Pub in Thornbury for our 
lunch.  They were accepting guests with limited seating and we donned our 
masks.  This Pub would be a first for us as the Dam Pub was our regular 
spot, but closed on Mondays.  Our drive usually took us up through 
Creemore and then along to Collingwood, to Thornbury and then down 
through Beaver Valley Road and on our way towards home. 

One of our usual stopovers would be at the Thornbury Antique Market for a 
browse around.  For me it would be a very selective visit as Angela and I 
have decided to stop accumulating and to begin decluttering.  A hard    
practice when so many antique pieces are woefully looking for a home.  
David, on the other hand, is a natural born collector and retailer.  On one 
visit he had bought so many items and furniture, he drove back later with his 
van to collect it.  Some of you know that he has Toad Hollow, his antique 
shop, which he opens when the fair weather months are upon us.  As I said, 
being a Monday, the antique Market was shut and so we had to forgo our 
usual perusal. 

On a previous occasion, poking around the collectibles and antiques, I 
came across a stack of eight track tapes.  The excitement of finding music 
in this form was amazing to me.  And I thought, “Who has a car that could 
use these?”  Ed came to mind because I remembered he had a ‘57 Chevy.  
David came over and scooped them up.  I hope Ed is playing them loudly 
when he’s cruising with Sandra - windows down like a typical teenager   
taking his date for a milkshake.  Sandra does love her milkshakes. 
 
                                                                                             Continued on 17 
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Have you 
renewed 
your 
HBCC 
member-
ship yet? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chilled and Shaken;            
Adventures in the Cold          
               Continued from 16 

On another foray into the collectibles and knickknacks, David found a   
beautiful stuffed dog.  A collie that was so realistic that you had to look at it 
twice.  At one point we had been pulled over at a RIDE checkpoint on    
Beaver Valley Road, just before Kimberly.  (Yes, there is a small town 
named after our Editor!)  We were in the Jaguar XK8 convertible and the 
collie was lying in the back seat.  Angus, as David likes to call him, was 
being scrutinized by the OPP officer, but not before we pleaded our        
innocence.  I was the designated driver since David had had his customary 
glass of wine to accompany his lunch.  The dog had amused the constable 
and he gave us a kind goodbye with a “keep the dog on a leash”.  Who said 
the OPP have no sense of humour? 

We drove on to Maxwell, where the Butcher trimmed a whole beef          
tenderloin for my trip home.  Usually I bring a thermal bag to preserve the 
integrity of the roast.  Often times steaks would make it onto the barbeque, 
that is if Angela hadn’t already prepared her celebrated lasagna. 

Over the years our unwritten understanding is whoever filled the car and 
drove will get a free lunch.  Yes, the free lunch still exists between friends.  
In our case, brothers from another mother as David so often expounds.  
Two years ago it was David and his Spitty that steered our adventure.  We 
managed to make it to Thornbury where I actually spent money on a couple 
of teacups and saucers for Angela and bought lunch for David, but not   
before stopping a number of times as the Spitty was starving for fuel. 

Each time we were pulled over to the side of the road, a typical sight for a 
British car impaired by time, David would open the boot, remove a critical 
rubber tube from the petrol tank and in an orderly manner proceed to draw 
distillate with his mouth. 

At the precise second when the fluid reached its full flow, quickly in a   
movement that required skill and dexterity, he pushed the rubber hose onto 
the metal pipe that led to the engine.  Repeated foot stomping and key  
turning relieved us of many anxious moments when the car started. 

David’s ability to circumvent Lucas electronics with fuel pump CPR will go 
down as a notable accomplishment.  We made it back in time for a good 
dinner that Angela had prepared.  

However, this year was no less circumspect as the 1970 XKE behaved in a 
less than exemplary manner.  Leaving the restaurant in Thornbury and  
driving south on Beaver Valley Road, I had on many occasions had my foot 
to the floor in order to keep up the RPM’s while travelling up hills.  Arriving 
home, I spoke to Ed about the poor performance under load.  His reply, 
“You need a new fuel pump.”  Another job on the list for the spring, including 
getting the clock working again and having the torsion bars adjusted. 

I am glad we had an opportunity to enjoy another brilliant adventure with the 
best November weather; it was almost like cheating.  Certainly it was no 
brass monkey weather.  November 2021 is still ahead of us and COVID 
hopefully will be behind us and perhaps we can head out in David’s Cadillac 
Allante convertible to make more fond memories. 

Speaking of Cadillacs, what could go wrong with an Italian bodied Motown 
classic?  Maybe plenty!  In the meantime, perhaps we should learn how to 
curse in Italian as we revisit automotive CPR. 

To access the video, here is the YouTube address:  (The Editor regrets that 
she  was unable to link directly, although she spent hours trying!) 

Now and Then:  E-Type vs F-Type 
https://youtu.be/uCdSUn1FZLY 

(The Editor notes her surprise at receiving two articles referencing “Brass 
Monkeys”  from separate sources for the same issue!) 


