==BRITISH DRIVEN

A Newsletter for the British Car Enthusiast

January/February 2025

Volume 10, Issue 1

Happy New Year! PO ——

President: Jean-Louis Valade
Past President: Ralph Evans

Hopefully, you have survived and/or recuperated from this past Vice President: Tom Hodgson

holiday season. | am sure that it has been a pleasant one, full of secretary: Eilish Boston

. Treasurer: Don Fysh
IaUghter and great memories. Membership Chair: Brian Gillett
. . .. . Event Coordinator: Ken M
As you are reading this, your LBC is either mothballed for the winter, vent Hoordinator en Viason
L. . oo . . Director at Large and 50/50
receiving minor surgery or is in Intensive Care for a new life. Draw Manager: Mike Davies

As we head off into another New Year, many people use this time to Director at Large: Warren Snow
make resolutions... Here are a few that could leave you pondering.

e Administration
Perhaps you can draw some inspiration from these.

Web Coordinator: Sandra Mason
More drives? Go for more drives, get behind the wheel and see Our Cars: Kimberly Evans

Events Gallery: Sandra Mason
where the aSphalt takes you. British Driven Editor: Brian Gillett

2 . . o) . Facebook Administrator: Kimberly Evans
Sell some cars? Is 2025 the time to thin the herd? This oIdy but Web Technical Advisor:  Skorski Web

goody that has been sitting idle could be enjoyed by somebody new Design
maybe.

Project Car? That was supposed to be the 2024 resolution. Then life or house projects got in the way. So,
you did not lift a finger. Now you have a plan. All the tools you need (you think) and fewer distractions.
So, get ‘er done.

Spend more time with people that matter to you? Always a good one.
A resolution to do something new? Try it.
That last one is mine; hopefully doing it with someone that | care for.

No matter if you use a resolution to entice you to better your lot or somebody else, go for it.

January is upon us now. A good part of the snow season is behind us. Soon the driving weather will reawaken
the call of the road. This coming season, weather permitting, it is my goal to have a MINIMUM of one drive a
month and one of them will be an overnighter. Let’s make the 2025 driving season an exciting one that will
leave us wanting for more.

We have a great membership that | hope is all set to share with you a summer of interesting activities. If you
have any suggestions for destinations or outings, we are always ready and rarin’ to go. The more suggestions
we have, the more choices we have.
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On February the 5th we will have our first monthly meeting of the year. We will return to Princess Margaret
Public school in Orangeville. Hoping to see you in great numbers to plan our summer of driving on the ways
and byways of our beautiful part of the province.

Happy Motoring and see you soon.

Jean-Louis

President, Headwaters British Car Club

Welcome to the British Driven revival. @ Day

BRIpisH P:R_.I'\{_.E_?:;_Tn:.';._cghnfwi
As the new editor, | am also a new member and grateful % v
for the friendship and knowledge that has been shared with me.
There is something intangible and fascinating about British cars, and

the same holds true of British car owners and enthusiasts. My journey has

begun much more recently than most, and | have learned quickly that the HBCC @
is where | need to be. [“ BRITISH DRIVEN

s . . _ @
BI’I'L'IS}"I Driven is yo‘ur forum and | encoura‘ge you to spea‘k up - share yOl',Ir knowledge, BRITISH DRIVEN
experiences and pictures so we can all enjoy the education and entertainment. I =
All comments, contributions or suggestions are welcome - keep them coming! S

Brian Gillett
editor@headwatersbritishcarclub.org

My British Car Bug...

By Ken Mason

The Gallery...

How did | get this crazy illness? What illness is that? Well, it’s this obsession with
little and some not so little British cars.

Why is it that | can’t walk by an older or vintage British Car without saying to = D :
myself: is it for sale? How much do you think they want for it? The problem is | ' Ralph's 1937 Triumph Continental —
don’t need anymore British Cars but | can’t help it. Final drive before winter

| could possibly blame my Dad. In 1956 my Father purchased an MGA from Ensign
Motors on the Kingsway in Toronto. | rode many miles in that car and | thought at
the time | would have one, one day. Before | could drive the “A” my Dad traded it i
for a 1960 Morris Minor 1000. | was a teenager living in Clarkson and on a few

. . . . kinc;rdine Lighthouse
occasions when my parents were at an event | would fire that Morris up and drive y

Blues Festival & car show
around neighbourhoods in the Clarkson area.

There were never any police and the roads back then were not busy. When | turned
16 | had enough money from my paper route and working as a lot boy at Sports Car
Unlimited to buy a 1956 MG Magnette ZA. | paid $25.00 for it, “unsatisfied
judgement” at $25.00 because | couldn’t afford insurance, but | was finally mobile.

Fall drive to Rockton

The freedom of being able to drive anywhere | wanted and not having to ask my
Dad for his car was magic to me.

Continued next page...
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My British Car Bug... continued

There were many stories to be had in the old Magnette but this one was the tops!
On many occasions after supper | would jump in the MG and drive to A&W in Port
Credit. The A&W was a favourite hang out for teens in the early 60’s and | would
meet a few buddies there on most nights. One night | was getting in the Magnette
at the A&W and my foot went through the floor. | pulled up the carpet and sure
enough there was the A&W parking lot, no floor! Well, one of my buddies said
“Hey Ken, the floor size is about the same size as that lawyer’s brass sign on the
corner of Stavebank and Lakeshore, just across the river from the A&W. We talked
about it for awhile and then decided it needed further investigation. Well, before
you knew it we managed to pry the brass sign off the side of the building it was on,
and had it in the back seat on the way to my friend’s house, who lived just up the
street.

Well, you wouldn’t believe it, when we took up the carpet and cleaned around
what was left of the old floor, that brass plate (sign) fit perfectly as a solid brass
floor with just a little of persuasion. We put the carpet over top of the sign and
there you are, a perfect solid floor. It stayed in the car for 2 years when | sold the
Magnette for $35.00. It was a great little car and for a young guy, it was perfect. It
never let me down. The guys at Sports Car Unlimited looked after it for me until it
was time for University.

Having worked part time at Sports Car Unlimited | got to drive many new and used
British Sports Cars and enjoyed every drive, especially if | got to take a new MGB or
Mini Cooper S to the license bureau. At that time the license bureau was at
Simpson Motors in New Toronto, a 20 minute drive along the Lakeshore with a few
stop lights. You could out drag most cars beside you without speeding. It was great
fun and | suppose it helped develop the “iliness”.

The next car was a 1962 Morris Cooper, lime green with a black top. When | first
saw this Mini it was on a trailer in the back of Sports Car Unlimited. It was full of
stuff, but on top was a trophy. Upon further investigation | found out the car
belonged to Ken Daniels, the shop foreman. He had just returned from Florida
where he had raced the Mini and had won his Class, thus the trophy. | asked Ken if
he would sell the car and he said yes! | bought it for $700.00. He put the interior
back in it, took out the roll bars and left the plexiglass side windows. The car had no
heater and the car was quite quick. | had it for about a week and my cousin offered
me $800.00 for it and | said bye-bye. However, about a year later my cousin fell in
love with a 1300 Alpha and sold the car back to me. | drove the car for my first year
of at the University of Guelph. My cousin, Gordon King was a Professor at the
University. As Gord was staff, he had a black parking permit, whereas students had
orange. The black permit allowed me to park right outside the residence that | lived
in my first semester. Pretty soon all the guys in the residence would hire me to run
to the beer store. My car was right there and you did not have to lug a “24” half
way across campus from your car. It was true bonus, you had to love it!

The Gallery...

Lindsay — Brits in the Park 2024:

dN10 dVvO HSILI48 S431vMAv3iH



Supporting our Community

Jean-Louis Valade, President of Headwaters
British Car Club and past President Ralph Evans
presenting a cheque to Dawn Lyons, manager of
the Orangeville SPCA. The Club raised $2050.00
as a donation for the Animal Centre.

Mancave Christmas Tree Decorating
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British Car Day 2024

If you were at British Car Day in Bronte Park, you’re probably in the video by Classic Car Chit Chat! For the
video: click on the link or paste it into your browser: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iy5aeRW-2wU

Flashback
Excerpt from the British Car Day Programme, September 20, 2009

HEADWATERS
BRITISH CAR CLUB

This may well be the newest club devoted to British car. By British Car Day
2009, we will be one year old.

We are named Headwaters since the Credit, Humber, Grand and
Nottawasaga rivers all have their sources within a few miles of our club, which
is centered in Orangeville. Families have joined us from as far away as Fergus,
Kenilworth (near Mount Forest) and Newmarket. However, the majority of our
members reside in Orangeville, Caledon, Shelburne, and Tottenham areas.

We accept all marques and thus are a British car club. As expected, at club
events we see predominately MGs and Triumphs, with three Jaguars and so far
one Austin Healey. A couple of members do have somewhat rarer cars, such as
a Jensen Interceptor and a 1917 Wolseley.

Many of our members are involved in other larger clubs, whose events are
sometimes far away and difficult to attend. We concentrate on short, local trips
in the beautiful countryside formed by the Niagara escarpment, as it winds
its way across central Ontario. So far this year we have had runs to Acton,
Brampton, St.Jacobs, Creemore, Tottenham and by the time this is printed we
will have had our first over-night run to Collingwood.

We currently have 27 paid member families, with another 30 receiving our
news and trip information. Several of these have their cars under restoration.

Contacts: - Norm Redpath - president unclenorm45@gmail.com

Tom Hodgson - vice president tchodgson@rogers.com

Wehsite: www.headwatersbritishcarclub.org

The Gallery...
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On your Marque...

Evolution of the MG
By Brian Gillett

| suspect every brand has an interesting evolution whether the marque still exists today, or its life is in the
history books. Being an MG owner, | have been fascinated by the stories of the MG brand. From the name (an
acronym for Morris Garages) to the logo (supposedly based on the shape of the founders’ dining table), to the
fact that the brand is technically still around today. The biggest break in production began after the last MGB
was built and the plant at Abingdon was closed on October 24, 1980. By that time, MG’s record breaking days
were in the books, and the books were temporarily closed.

Some of the records broken by MG:
1931: MG EX120, the first car with less than a 750cc (743cc) engine exceeding 160 Km/h
1933: MG K3 Magnette, the first non-Italian marque to win the Mille Miglia race in Italy
1957: MG EX181, with a 1489cc engine, set a land speed record of 395 Km/h
1959: MG EX181, with a 1489cc engine, broke the previous record at 410 Km/h

Between 1962 and 1980, there were over 500,000 MGB'’s sold, with roughly one-quarter of these being the GT
(non-convertible) variant.

The marque is still out there, but no longer British. The electric MG Cyberster made in China with an 800km
range and 0-100km/h in 3.1 seconds sounds awesome. It is not the MG I’'ve come to know and love - It’s just
different.

Viper Mania
By Ed Taccone

A few weeks back, | noticed a surge in both the volume and prices of Dodge Vipers, especially low-mile
first-gens, sold on internet auction site Bringatraier.com, commonly known as BaT. Unfamiliar with the site,
| dove in to take a look at the site’s auction history, revealing starting in early 2021, and accelerating around
July. What’s behind the trend, and why are so many Dodge Vipers popping up for sale? As you know | do
own a 1994 Dodge Viper RT10. Now, | must say it is not a British Classic and wondering why is E.T. writing
an article in Headwater’s British Car Club about a super North American muscle car? Why not write about
an MGB Roadster, Lotus or a Morgan? E.T.s answer to that is, “ask Dorien Bertiletti. | gave him the rare
opportunity to drive the Snake. Let me tell you it was like watching a young teenager on his first date”.
How potent is the Viper? Here’s a little information on speeds reached before shifting through the gears.
1st gear 104 km (65 mph), 2nd gear 149.5 km (92.9 mph), 3rd gear 198.5 km (123.4 mph), 4th gear

236.2 km (146.8 mph), 5th gear 306.9 km (190.7 mph), 6th gear 375.1 km (233.1 mph). Mr Bertiletti did
not experience these speeds since his driving skills were exercised on a quite winding northern road and
not on a track. He did though unleash on short distances and noticed doing this the G-Force formed a
wide smile on his face. Sorry, back to my reason for this article.

To have a bit more clarity why the sudden surge of interest for this powerful Classic | contacted an
information Analyst at Hagerty to help explain. Mr. Hewitt works closely with Dodge Viper owners and
owner clubs on a regular basis and has worked extensively on Dodge Viper pricing guides while tracking
figures and costs.

“Premiums are being paid for reliable, analog cars with a supercar driving experience”, he says of today’s
market generally, noting that elsewhere in the used-supercar market, people are paying six-figure premiums
on certain vehicles to have one with three pedals. “For instance, people have paid an extra $150,000 for
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a top-condition Lamborghini Murcielago LP-640s, just to have one with a manual transmission,” Hewitt
comments. The shopper he’s describing here is called “the Collector.” The Collector is very wealthy, likely
has numerous high-end vehicles at their disposal, and frequents sites like BaT in search of something

new and cool to have in their collection.

All Vipers came with a six-speed manual, but the Collector is willing to pay big bucks for other exclusivities,
like having a particularly significant Viper model, like the debut-year '96 GTS Coupe, or virtually any

Viper ACR. The Viper is rare and special, but these extra-special models of importance come with additional
bragging rights that the Collector has deep pockets for, especially on such a (relatively) affordable car.

To buy these highly exclusive Vipers, Collectors fight each other in bidding, which drives prices up. This
stirs attention, which generates more demand. More demand raises prices, prompting some owners to
sell, and others, to begin collecting and snatching up Dodge Vipers, often several at once. “As long as
people are willing to pay more, people will keep competing. He even described one collector who created
an investment portfolio out of 23 Dodge Vipers. “Collectors like these are continuing to buy Vipers even as
prices climb,” he adds. If Collectors like these are willing to pay more, people will keep competing,” Hewitt
says of the Collector. Even as prices climb,” he added that’s called speculation, and it’s something that the
Collector does. By speculating, Collectors might assume the value of the car will continue to climb, and
continue to buy in hopes of a future profit. “They’re buying these cars assuming they’ll be worth more
money in five years, not less,” Hewitt says.

On the ground, it’s Viper-mania. The biggest price increases are going to the most significant and specialized
Viper models, though in general, used car values are climbing across the board. For instance, units similar
to my favourite Viper the GTS, have sold on BaT for double than | paid for my RT10.. The signature blue-
and-white-striped units from this generation, especially with low mileage, are commanding enormous
money and being snatched up by collectors. This is a rare car, and rarity is worth money to the Collector.
“In the past year, an excellent condition 1992 Viper” has increased in value 112 per cent the model’s first
year of production, whereas a 1995 has increased 20 per cent” Hewitt says, offering another example.
“This shows just what happens when collectors decide a certain car is the one to have, the 1992 in this case.”
Today, if | sold my SRT-10 | bought a few years ago, I'd expect a profit of $20,000 to $30,000, despite five
years of near-daily fair-weather use.

But the Collector isn’t as likely to want a Viper like mine. It’s not a Holy Grail model, and it’s got a higher
odometer reading than some Collectors like. The type of Viper | have is the kind sought after by the second
type of Viper shopper, who we’ll call the Driver. Where the Collector has unlimited funds to spend on the
most exclusive experience possible, the Driver does not. They have space in their budget for but a single
supercar experience, among which the Dodge Viper provides a strong, storied, and stigmatized one. As
long as people are willing to pay more, people will keep competing, collectors like these are continuing to
buy the Viper, even as prices climb.

The Driver may not have six figures to spend on an exclusive paint scheme or specialty racing model like
the ACR, but they’ll often seek out a higher-mileage unit that’s been previously driven, not collected. Some
of the most collectable Vipers have seen a 100-per-cent price increase in the last year; others have been
nearly daily driven and enjoyed, meaning less of a price increase.

So basically, this whole thing is caused by a great big snowball of Collectors, Drivers, and Dodge Vipers —
and it works approximately like this: people get interested in the Viper because of its analog supercar
driving experience. Collectors take note and fight each other to own the most collectable Viper models,
driving up the prices. The price increase creates further attention. The Drivers take notice and start to buy
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up the more affordable Vipers that the Collectors haven’t snatched up. As a result, prices climb across the
board, but especially on the most attention-grabbing Viper models. Before long, everyone’s Jonesing for a
piece of that celebrated and storied

By the way, the priciest Vipers recently sold on BaT have doubled or tripled the prices commanded by the rest.

Primarily, these are the latest-generation Viper ACR, whose introduction re-ignited massive interest in the
aging Viper nameplate just before it was discontinued. Can Corvette owners expect to see a similar surge in
pricing? Hewitt doesn’t think so. “I don’t think we’d ever see this sort of overnight price increase with the
Corvette” he says. “Desirability and limited supply are what create price increases, but Corvette supply isn’t
limited, like the Dodge Viper was.”

What’s an owner like me to do? Sell for a profit, or hold on? If you’ve been bitten by the snake as | have, it’s a
more difficult question than you think. After reviewing hundreds of cars over a sixteen-year career | still
haven’t found anything | could replace my Viper with. I'll probably always have one. | need to mention at this
year’s Man Cave Xmas tree decorating, | was asked if it was available for the 2025 Super 8 Track Race? Not a
chance in He.... Brian!!

Lead Foot Ed

A man goes out and buys what he has determined is the best car available: a brand-new Jaguar. He takes

it out for a spin and stops for a red light. A kid on a e-bike pulls up next to him. He looks over and asks "What
kind of car is that?" The man replies, "It’s a Jaguar, and it’s expensive!"

"Why would you pay so much for a car?" says the kid.

"Because this car can do up to 300 kilometers an hour!" states the man proudly. The kid asks if he can
take a look inside. "No problem," replies the owner.

So the kid sticks his head in the window and looks around. Then, sitting back on his e-bike, he says,
"That's a pretty nice car, all right... but I'll stick with my fancy new e-bike!"

Just then the light changes, so the guy decides to show the kid just what his car can do. He floors it,
and quickly the speedometer reads 200 km/h. Suddenly he notices a dot in his rearview mirror getting
closer! He slows down to see what it could be, and suddenly something whips by him, going much
faster.

What could be going faster than my Jaguar?! the man asks himself. He floors the accelerator and takes
the Jaguar up to 250 km/h. Then, up ahead of him, he sees that it's the kid on the e-bike.

Amazed that the e-bike could pass his Jaguar, he gives it some more gas and passes the e-bike at

290 km/h.

He's feeling pretty good until he looks in his mirror and sees the kid gaining on him again. Astounded
by the speed of this e-bike, he floors the gas pedal and takes the Jaguar all the way up to 300 km/h.
Not 10 seconds later he sees the e-bike bearing down on him again. The Jaguar is flat out and there's
nothing more he can do.

Suddenly the e-bike plows into the back of his Jaguar. Unbelievably, the kid is still alive! He runs up to him
and says, "This is terrible! Is there anything | can do for you?"

Barely able to speak, the kid utters: "Please unhook my backpack from your side-view mirror."
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EVENTS...

Headwaters British Car Club Meetings: The first Wednesday of the month, February to November

Long Distance Awards for the 2025 Driving Season

Take a picture of your Classic British Cars odometer now! Dash plaques are awarded by the British Car Council
to every driver successfully completing 5000kms on an individual or combination of vehicles in a calendar year.
For any questions, contact Ralph Evans, our BCCI representative.

Drive Your Triumph Day - February 10*, 2025

Celebrating Sir John Black’s birthday.

It’s a fun event to get out and drive your Triumph with family, friends, and other Triumph owners. Here in
snow country you can still join in with a photo of your Triumph in the garage next to your snow shovel.
Or as some have done in the past, roll your Triumph out of the garage for a quick photo, then back in the
garage. Please send a high-resolution JPG file to Rye Livingston: DriveYourTriumphDay@gmail.com . Also
please try to email them in the first 10 days.

British Flea Market and Car Show  Ancaster — April 20t", 2025 9am-2:30pm

VARAC (Vintage Automobile Racing Association of Canada) Vintage Grand Prix
Canadian Tire Motorsport Park
Clarington — June 13-15, 2025

Brits in the Park Lindsay — July 20, 2025 9am-3pm

MG102 Fest Huntsville — August 22-24, 2025

Cobble Beach Concours d'Elegance Kemble — September 12-14, 2025
Including the Concours d'Lemons presented by Hagerty on September 13t

British Car Day 40th Anniversary Bronte Provincial Park — September 21%, 2025

Every week, May to September:
Monday Wasaga Beach Cruisers
Tuesday Alliston Recycled Teenagers
Wednesday Orangeville Cruisin’ on First

Check us out online at headwatersbritishcarclub.org
And follow the Headwaters British Car Club Group on Facebook
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Please send submissions and comments on British Driven to Brian Gillett, editor@headwatersbritishcarclub.org




