
 
 

 

In the President’s Words… 
Great Britain’s tradiƟon of making excellent sports cars stretches back 
to the very start of motoring.  I have been lucky enough to drive many 
different models.   

On the open roads, I have always found a combinaƟon of speed, 
character, road holding and open-top atmosphere to be irresisƟble, 
and a BriƟsh car can provide all that. 

Even though today’s roads are oŌen overcrowded, and speed limits 
seem to get Ɵghter all the Ɵme, at the right Ɵme and place I can sƟll 
enjoy driving a Jaguar, an MG or some other make.  It isn’t just the 
performance, which is rewarding, but the thrill of it all and the sheer 
character of all these fine carts. 

Do I have a favorite BriƟsh sport car?  It would depend on the period, 
the occasion and take a good deal of thought.  But today, given fine 
weather and an agreeable companion, I would say my Jaguar E type is 
the one. 

Every car has a story, every driver has a story.  Share with us yours. 

Jean-Louis 
President, Headwaters BriƟsh Car Club 
 

CongratulaƟons to Mary Valade, 2024 recipient of the Order of BriƟsh Car Enthusiasts from the BriƟsh Car 
Council “to celebrate a club member who has demonstrated great enthusiasm for, and robust knowledge 
about BriƟsh cars as well as enthusiasm for club meeƟngs and club events at the member club level”. 
 
 

 

What are the appropriate age cut-offs for classifying cars? For general reference I found these groupings to be the 
acceptable norm for casual conversaƟons: 
   Vintage Car: Manufactured between 1919 and 1930.  
   AnƟque Car: Manufactured 1980 or earlier (>45 years old. Yes, 1980 is now 45 years ago).  
   Classic Car: Manufactured 2005 or earlier (>20 years old) 
   Contemporary Car: Manufactured since 2005 or earlier (20 years old to the present) 
Now that my curiosity has been resolved, I think I will ignore the year and sƟck with my 3-level approach:  

1. I like it!     2. I really like it!    3. I love it! 
I haven’t found a BriƟsh car that lies outside of those categories. 
 
Brian GilleƩ 
editor@headwatersbriƟshcarclub.org 

 

A NewsleƩer for the BriƟsh Car Enthusiast April 2025 
Volume 10, Issue 3 

HBCC ExecuƟve Board 
President:           Jean-Louis Valade 
Past President:           Ralph Evans 
Vice President:           Tom Hodgson 
Secretary:           Eilish Boston 
Treasurer:           Don Fysh 
Membership:           Brian GilleƩ 
Event Coordinator:           Ken Mason 
Director at Large and 50/50  
      Draw Manager:           Mike Davies 
Director at Large:           Warren Snow 
 

AdministraƟon 
Web Coordinator:             Sandra Mason 
Our Cars:               Kimberly Evans 
Events Gallery:              Sandra Mason 
BriƟsh Driven Editor:           Brian GilleƩ 
Facebook Administrator:    Kimberly Evans 
Web Technical Advisor:      Skorski Web  

Design 

From the Editor: 
 



The Gallery… 
A few of “Our Cars” 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

By Ken Mason  

I worked at the Mercury Dealership for about a year and saved 
enough money to return to university. I finally graduated and aŌer a 
few short term jobs, I landed a job with J. I. Case Company as a 
District Manager for the MariƟme district and a second Ɵtle of Dealer 
Development Manager for Eastern Canada. I thought the liƩle BriƟsh 
disease was over unƟl I came across a Lotus 7 powered with a 1558 
Lotus Twin Cam engine. Well, I had to have this Lotus. It wasn’t a very 
pracƟcal car, but it was total unadulterated fun. The job at Case 
lasted 4 years when I decided to set out on a course of my own. The 
Lotus was a gas! 

I was living on a dirt road just west of Kleinburg.  

A German Shepherd lived on the same road and did not like the 
sound of the Lotus 7. When I drove by his house he would charge out 
of his drive and aƩack the 7. Twice I had to replace the leŌ side rear 
fender and straighten the aluminum side panel. 

During the second repair I met up with an old friend I used to work 
with at Sports Car Unlimited. Louis and I got along very well, he was 
an Hungarian mechanic and a very good one. We had some fun over 
the years at different races. 

I moved from the Kleinburg area to my present locaƟon in Mono and 
started a mobile Grain Cleaning company with the help of a few 
friends and a financier. 

Times were a liƩle tough on the start up and I had to sell Lotus 7 to 
cover my mortgage, a very sad day. However, I did survive and met 
the love of my life, Sandra (Lefebvre) who lived in Montreal. 

On a trip to visit Sandra in Montreal, I found a red MGB Tourer in 
Alexandria on a Ford Dealers lot. The disease struck again. I bought it. 
The car was in decent shape and my old pal Louis came and gave it a 
once over, and I was back on the road. I sƟll have that 1965 Red MGB 
39 years later. 

In the meanƟme, Sandra and I got married.  I started a Vintage BriƟsh 
Car RestoraƟon shop in our renovated barn. Louis moved to 
Orangeville as my partner. The rest is history. The craving for BriƟsh 
Cars was saƟsfied by working on them for the next 30 years. I did 
manage to acquire a few more BriƟsh cars over the 30 year span to 
present. To name a few, I have owned about 15 Jaguar E-Types, not 
all at once, 3 or 4 Lotus Elites and Eclats, a Lotus Elan +2 130/5, a 
Jaguar XJSC, a Wolseley 6/90, a Jaguar XK 150 S, a Jaguar XKR 
converƟble and a Bond Equip. 

Which brings me back to my love of BriƟsh cars. Who is to blame for 
this love of BriƟsh Cars? I think my Father may have had something to 
do with it. 

My BriƟsh Car Bug… part 3 

 



 
 
by Ralph Evans 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

My Daily Driver is a 1986 XJ12! 

Kimberly and I purchased our 1986 XJ12 Vanden Plas several years ago. I happened to see it on Auto 
Trader while looking for a nice daily driver. I had an XJ6 that I liked and was curious what a V12 was 
like. The previous owner had put a lot of work into the car:  body and paint, transmission rebuild, AC 
overhaul, plugs, wires, cap and rotor.  He had replaced all of the interior and added new Ɵres.  

AŌer the purchase I redid the brakes, repacked the wheel bearings, installed new upper ball joints, 
changed the power steering and differenƟal fluids, and flushed the brake fluid. 

 

The car passed the safety with flying colours. She ran great but was a liƩle thirsty for petrol. It always 
had a slight pull to the right while driving down the road so I took it to our local four-wheel alignment 
shop and upon return it seemed a liƩle beƩer. I have never had very much luck with alignment shops. 
AŌer checking for shims etc., I usually find nothing different from when I sent it in. The custom shims 
I made for the MK2 were sƟll in the trunk. They do however seem to set the toe-in correctly. The one 
guy that did a really good job is no longer doing alignments.  

Back to the XJ12! I drove the car several years - only upgrading the air cleaners to a K&N setup. That 
seemed to pep it up considerably and added a liƩle extra sound on those rare occasions when I had a 
heavy foot. For a couple of years I drove it in the winter with just the “all season” Ɵres and that was 
okay as long as it wasn't too slippery driving. 

Over the past year it started to have a spit and spuƩer issue while warming up, which progressively 
got worse in the colder weather. This past fall I gave in to Kimberly’s repeated request for snow Ɵres 
and put on a set of four new ones. Boy, what a difference in winter driving they made! The odd pull to 
the right has also disappeared. This car has been great this winter.  I hope Kimberly doesn’t read 
this... 

Well the spit and spuƩer was really noƟceable one cold and blowing winter’s day. I went for a haircut 
and then traveled home, making a stop on the side of the road to say hello to a farmer friend.  That is 
when the XJ refused to restart. Luckily I was at my friend Ray’s place as I didn’t have my phone on me. 
At least I was wearing shoes, unlike the last Ɵme I needed roadside assistance.  Three hours later, CAA 
arrived and the XJ was on the flatbed for the first Ɵme. The next morning diagnosƟcs began.  In the 
end I determined it was the igniƟon module in the distributor. YouTube can guide you to the soluƟon.  
So what are the odds of finding a Lucas IgniƟon Module for a 1986 XJ12? It just so happens I had one 
by 1 p.m. from my local Davenport Car Quest Dealer! 

My Daily Driver..  



My Daily Driver conƟnued.. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By Ed Taccone 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

While doing this repair, I took the Ɵme to clean up some wiring issues. I had a liƩle fire this summer 
aŌer cleaning up some oil and dirt on the distributor cap (trying to fix that spit and spuƩer) with 
brake clean. AŌer leƫng it sit a while I tried a restart and poof!  Fire. A quick run for the hose to put 
it out. All was well unƟl this latest adventure when I found a few crispy wires. 

All back together and it fired right up. Spit and spuƩer was gone and it was purring like a V12 Jag 
was meant to do. Since then, the baƩery was dead while leaving the club’s March General MeeƟng. 
Another issue with BriƟsh motoring:  lights on, heater on, wipers on  - charging system just barely 
keeping up. Ed came to the rescue with a set of jumper cables. Car has been fine since. For the 
moment the snow is gone and the car is running great. Now I just have to deal with that anƟque fuel 
injecƟon system and the fuel smell when you open a window. I can never find any leaks but it must 
be there somewhere. Had the same issue with my XJ6.  

Well, on to the next project:  the LOTUS needs a liƩle LOVE... 

It appears I need to save face for my last arƟcle not being of the BriƟsh Classic vehicle type. 
Therefore, before probable evicƟon from Headwaters BriƟsh Car Club. I have buckled under the 
extreme pressure am submiƫng this entertaining arƟcle. Enjoy Ralph! 

Classic vehicles can oŌen be thought of as being delicate and fragile. AŌer all, these cars that were 
built many decades ago weren’t screwed together with machine and with modern techniques. 
Instead, they were assembled by people called Ralph or Kimberly and while they built the cars to 
the best of their abiliƟes, the vehicle’s longevity wasn’t something that was high on the list of 
prioriƟes. As such, older cars didn’t tend to last all that long without ongoing mechanical 
intervenƟon. That’s why the ‘delicate and fragile’ stereotype exists. But is this stereotype built on 
any real evidence? For us, the ‘assembled by humans’ angle means that when classics go wrong, 
they can be fixed by, well, humans like Ralph Evans, Tom Hodgeson or Dorien BerƩellƟ. The irony 
is that the very thing that makes people think of them as being fragile is in fact the mechanism by 
which we are able to keep them going ourselves. 

Classics, really, are hardy liƩle machines that anyone with a decent tool set can keep running. 

 

Land Rover.. Saving Face 



Land Rover.. Saving Face conƟnued.. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Furthermore, there are classics out there that show how tough and durable old vehicles really are. 
There are old Volvos, which are seemingly hewn from solid blocks of granite. And old Mercedes is so 
well built that should a bomb go off next to one, it would shrug and drive away. And then there is 
the king of them all, the Land Rover. Or more specifically the Land Rover Series1Genesis, if you will, 
a now legendary name. 

The Series 1 version of the Land Rover is a curious beast. It was Rover’s response to the needs of a 
war-torn Great Britain. We needed mobility if we were going to rebuild. We needed a rugged, tough 
but ulƟmately simple machine that could go anywhere and do anything. Rover had capricious ideas 
to iniƟally build a new car, as it had done before the war. However, the main Coventry factory had 
been heavily bombed, pushing Rover into its ‘shadow’ facility at Solihull. However, this facility, 
which had been used to make bombers, was too under-equipped to start vehicle producƟon. 
Something more basic, but with commercial appeal was needed.  

As such, Land Rover decided that an agricultural, ‘working’ vehicle was the way to go. IniƟally, it 
built prototypes based on the Willys Jeep chassis, and there was even one with a central driving 
posiƟon. I wondered about this, and then it hit me… Yes, Anne BerƩelliƟ would be much safer going 
around corners prevenƟng her from falling out. Right! That’s for another story at a later date. 
Perhaps an arƟcle to be wriƩen by Dorien. There were various body types proposed… Rover had fun 
with the development. But in the end, it seƩled for? Please have a look at pictures accompanying 
this arƟcle. 

 The Series 1 Land Rover, as it’s now known, was 
released in 1948. It featured a steel box-secƟon chassis 
with a wheelbase of 80 inches. The body was simple, so 
it could be assembled quickly and by hand, and was 
fashioned from an aluminium/magnesium alloy known 
as Birmabright. This was beneficial due to being 
incredibly light. However, that wasn’t the main chief 
moƟve for its use. Instead, it was used because steel 
was heavily raƟoned in post-war Britain. Birmabright 
was simply more readily available. The fact it was light 
and resistant to corrosion were happy bonuses. The 
Series 1 Land Rover, as it’s now known, was released in 
1948. It featured a steel box-secƟon chassis with a 
wheelbase of 80 inches.  

The body was simple, so it could be assembled quickly and by hand, and was fashioned from an 
aluminium/magnesium alloy known as Birmabright. This was beneficial due to being incredibly light. 
However, that wasn’t the main chief moƟve for its use. Instead, it was used because steel was heavily 
raƟoned in post-war Britain. Birmabright was simply more readily available. The fact it was light and 
resistant to corrosion were happy bonuses.  

The Series 1 [like the one I have been restoring for a friend you may have met at the Man Cave Tree 
decoraƟon] was a hit from the start, and it found a home in more places than its designers ever 
imagined. They had visions of the Land Rover becoming a common sight on farms up and down the 
country. LiƩle did they know how well it would permeate the wider motoring world. The Series 1 was 
built to work, it was built to go anywhere, it was built to power machines via a naƩy power take-off 
system. It was about as complicated as a cup of tea, but we like a cup of tea. Personally, I would prefer a 
Guinness! And, as such the Series 1 started appearing on the driveways of houses that weren’t on farms.  



Land Rover.. Saving Face conƟnued.. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It became a vehicle people would use as their everyday transport. 
Land Rover responded by offering seats in the back, and even a more 
substanƟal roof care of the guys at Tickford. Tom! I mean Mr 
Hodgeson where in heck is Tickford in Britain? 

The, Land Rover had to quickly evolve to become more vehicle, less 
tool. LiƩle did Rover know, this vehicle would spawn a new brand that 
would outlast Rover itself. And that’s what brings us to the Land Rover 
in the picture here. A 1951 Series 1, which has been retrofiƩed with a 
2.0 petrol engine from 1955 but, other than that, remains largely 
standard. It’s also delighƞully baƩered and bruised, which is how an 
old Land Rover should be if you ask us. But sƟll, it’s a rugged, rough, 
uncompromising vehicle to drive. It’s a straw-filled burlap sack of hay 
of a car in a world of duck down-filled, modern alternaƟves. 

Why is it sƟll here? Why was this wheeled anachronism not put out to 
pasture decades ago in favour of something… beƩer? Because ‘beƩer’ 
doesn’t exist. That’s why. If you want a simple, rough, rugged, 
dependable, reliable, capable machine that will laugh in the face of 
whatever you put in front it, the original Land Rover is it. This is the 
apex point of off-roading. Yes, there are others that will do it with 
more comfort and with less noise, but they don’t complete the task at 
hand any beƩer. The Land Rover Series 1 is a vehicle that, because of 
its simplicity, gets under your skin. You bond with a vehicle like this, it 
transcends just being metal, oil and rubber and instead becomes a 
faithful friend. A wheeled terrier that’s always by your side. Nobody 
has ever thought that about a Land Cruiser. 

Too many auto companies build vehicles that are trying to be legends 
from the off. Halo cars that men in suits hope will become coveted and 
thus, will further elevate the brand. What these suits forget, however, 
is that you can’t force such a thing. And that’s where the Land Rover 
Series 1 succeeds so well. It was a tool for a job, a machine, it wasn’t 
built to have heart and soul. It was built to be a disposable thing to do 
a job. But by being built as such, it was allowed to breathe, and we 
welcomed it into our motoring world without a pre-fed expectaƟon 
from the markeƟng men. It was a vehicle that we forged our own 
relaƟonships with, and because of that, it has become a vehicle dear 
to many. 

 You have to remember that when the Land Rover was launched, Land 
Rover wasn’t a brand. It was a model in the Rover range. Land Rover. 
Rover had no idea how popular the Series 1 would be. It had no idea it 
was going to spawn the Series II, the III the Defender, the Range 
Rover… It was all organic, it was flowing and not in any way forced, 
and people responded posiƟvely to that. But not out of some sort of 
simple desire to not be swindled by markeƟng. No, we fell for the Land 
Rover because it had no image, but also because it was brilliant at 
what it did. It sƟll is, which is why people sƟll seek them out today. 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 

HBCC MeeƟng September 2011 

 
 

 

Flashback.. 2011 

These early vehicles remind us that leather, air condiƟoning, and fancy screens [BriƟsh for windshield] are 
niceƟes. They remind us that all we really need is a sturdy all-wheel drive system, some ground clearance 
and a plucky [another BriƟsh terminology. I can see Mike Davis using that word] engine. 

The Land Rover Series 1 is now, of course, a 
classic. The one you’re looking at here is 
seventy-four years old now, for example. The 
one here is also the one you want. There are 
myriad restored examples out there, and while 
they’re nice, they detract from the Land 
Rover’s purpose, at least to our mind. A Land 
Rover is a tool to be used, irrespecƟve of its 
age. A restored one, gleaming in green without 
a spec of mud on it, is a wonderful thing to 
behold. However, in bringing it to that 
condiƟon, you take away the ability to go 
smashing through the mud and rocks or 
around the famous Super 8 Track in our back 
40. You’ve taken away its ability to ‘be’. 

No, you want one with some life to it. One with scrapes, dings and imperfecƟons. One with a bit of oil 
underneath it. One that can sƟll be used as the original designers intended. The 1951 Land Rover pictured is 
exactly that. It’s rough and ready. It doesn’t know it’s 74 years old. Instead, all it knows is that it’s a Land Rover 
and as such, it needs to be used to traverse the path less followed, to scrabble and scrape its way up the rocks 
and mud. It’s a Land Rover aŌer all. Well…   hope I’ve redeemed myself Ralph?  

Lead Foot Ed 



 

 

CelebraƟng St Patrick’s Day at Chuck’s Roadhouse Bar and Grill in Orangeville 

Thanks for coming out! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HBCC Recent Events… 



 
 
 

Strange but true: 

Who is the largest manufacturer of Ɵres in the world? 

Did you guess Bridgestone?  Michelin?  Goodyear?  ConƟnental?  Pirelli?  

Nope.  LEGO 

While other Ɵre manufacturers may make millions of Ɵres each year, LEGO makes over 300 million Ɵres per 
year and was recognized by the Guiness World Book of Records in 2012 as being “the worlds largest Ɵre 
manufacturer per year”. Tires produced by LEGO come in sizes ranging from 1.44cm to 10.7cm.  

Yes, size maƩers. 

 

And with thanks to Dorien… 

 

Husband: “Honey, the neighbor is washing the car with his son again!” 

Wife: “Poor kid! Go over there and tell him to use a sponge instead. 

 

I want to die peacefully in my sleep like my grandfather, but not like the other passengers in the car with him. 

 

What was wrong with the wooden car? 

It wooden go! 

 

My boss came to the office today with a new Porsche. 

Me: “What an amazing car” 

My boss: “Absolutely! If you work really hard, and put lots of hours in and strive for excellence at all Ɵmes, I 
should be able to get another one next year”. 

 

What’s another name for a used car salesman? 

A car-deal-ologist! 

 

What’s a mixed feeling? 

When you see your mother-in-law backing off a cliff in your new car. 

 

 
 

Headwaters BriƟsh Car Club MeeƟngs: The first Wednesday of the month, February to November 
 
Shauna Santarossa, Senior Development Officer at Headwaters Health FoundaƟon was our guest at the  
March meeƟng. The club will be supporƟng the foundaƟon in 2025 with our fundraising drive 
David Case from Online Car AucƟons will be our guest at our April 2 meeƟng to be held at  
Princess Margaret Public School, 51 Wellington Street in Orangeville, 7 PM sharp. 

 

EVENTS… 

Snickers… 



 

 
 

Long Distance Awards for the 2025 Driving Season  

Take a picture of your Classic BriƟsh Cars odometer now! Dash plaques are awarded by the BriƟsh Car Council 
to every driver successfully compleƟng 5000kms on an individual or combinaƟon of vehicles in a calendar year. 

For any quesƟons, contact Ralph Evans, our BCCI representaƟve. 
 

BriƟsh Flea Market and Car Show  Ancaster – April 20th, 2025  9am-2:30pm 
Members will be meeƟng at 8am in the Orangeville A&W parking lot to travel together to Ancaster 
 

VARAC (Vintage Automobile Racing AssociaƟon of Canada) Vintage Grand Prix 
Canadian Tire Motorsport Park 
Clarington – June 13-15, 2025 

 
HBCC BriƟsh Classic Car Show Caledon Fairgrounds – June 14th, 2025 
 
Lakeside Classic and AnƟque Car Show, Victoria Park, Cobourg – July 12th, 2025       8am- 3pm 
 
Brits in the Park    Lindsay – July 20th, 2025 9am-3pm 
 
Brits on the Lake   Port Parry – August 17 
 
MG102 Fest    Huntsville – August 22-24, 2025 
 
Cobble Beach Concours d'Elegance Kemble – September 12-14, 2025 

Including the Concours d'Lemons presented by Hagerty on September 13th  
 
BriƟsh Car Day 40th Anniversary Bronte Provincial Park – September 21st, 2025 
 
Rockton BriƟsh Flea Market and Car Show – October 19th, 2025 
 
Every week, May to September: 
 Monday Wasaga Beach Cruisers 
 Tuesday Alliston Recycled Teenagers 
 Wednesday Orangeville Cruisin’ on First 
 
 
 
 
 

Check us out online at headwatersbriƟshcarclub.org 

And follow the Headwaters BriƟsh Car Club Group on Facebook 

 

 
Please send submissions and comments on BriƟsh Driven to Brian GilleƩ, editor@headwatersbriƟshcarclub.org 

 

EVENTS… conƟnued… 


