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In the President’s Words... HBCC Executive Board

President: Jean-Louis Valade
Dear Friends, Past President: Ralph Evans
. . . . Vice President: Tom Hodgson
The sun is shining, and the road is beckoning. What more could one . &

. Secretary: Eilish Boston
be asking. Treasurer: Don Fysh
Ancaster has come and gone for another year. We had a great drive Membership: Brian Gillett
over under excellent condition Event Coordinator: Ken Mason

: Director at Large and 50/50
Once over, we rekindled friendship with fellow car enthusiasts. Our Draw Manager: Mike Davies
table was well positioned, and many questions were answered mostly | Directoratlarge: Warren Snow

about our Club and our great Annual Car Show coming this summer.

. . Administration
Some of us acquired parts to keep our cars alive, other made new

] Web Coordinator: Sandra Mason
friends. Our Cars: Kimberly Evans
Reflecting on this single car event, | realized that this embodies the Events Gallery: sandra Mason

. o . . British Driven Editor: Brian Gillett
whole purpose of our Club, driving our cars, socialising with friends, Facebook Administrator: Kimberly Evans
exchanging ideas. All in all, having a good time. Web Technical Advisor: ~ Skorski Web

Design

| would like to say Thank You to you all for your participation and
everything that you bring to HBCC. This is just the beginning of
another great season. As any other club, it is the members that make it what it is. Bring us your ideas, plan an
outing, host an event. History is awaiting.

See you all at our next outing.

Jean-Louis

President, Headwaters British Car Club

From the Editor:

This month unofficially marks the opening of the driving season with many cars that had been hibernating being seen
once again in the wild. | can’t wait to share with other members what your car has been up to and aim to serve up as
much entertainment for you as | get.

| hope you enjoy this issue.

Brian Gillett
editor@headwatersbritishcarclub.org




By Margo Young

| had been dreaming of owning my own car since | was thirteen. Inspired by Nancy Drew and her
little red sports car | shared her fancy!

I had changed jobs and moved back with my parents when | was 22 and | needed a vehicle to travel
to my workplace. | had left my government job and claimed my accumulated pension contributions
which | used to purchase a vehicle.

My father had an employee who was selling his mustard-coloured Toyota Corolla . Not exactly what
I had in mind, but we thought we could trust the owner to sell me a problem free car and we
negotiated the right price: $1,000.00

It had a gear shift and | had no idea how to drive it. So my father took me out to teach me. He was
known for his lack of patience so you can imagine my trepidation! Needless to say, he never drove
with me again! | took some proper lessons and then the test and haven't looked back. | love driving
four on the floor!

My boyfriend at the time was president of Aerobatics Canada. He informed me that he was
dropping me off at classes to become an aerobatics judge. We judged the manoeuvres from the
ground. They needed a car on the runway so | volunteered mine. The competitions were all over
the small airports in Ontario. | drove several of the pilots to our destination. Probably a mistake
because after my little car was driven by several pilots it became ill. We would have to stop to
replace the oil filter along the way. It leaked oil like crazy.

Finally | took it into the one and only Toyota dealership in Don Mills. They said it probably would
cost around $100. When my dad took me to pick it up at the end of the day it was $350.00. My dad
was very protective and demanded to know what work had been done, although he knew nothing
about cars!!! So the Japanese mechanic who didn't speak English came out with parts supposedly
from my car! Of course we had no idea what they were or if they were indeed from my car, but my
dad paid the bill and we went off understanding that the camshaft had been replaced.

My little Corolla survived a couple more years but it died in the underground parking lot of my
apartment building. | was living on my own then. My husband to be had it towed away to
Neverland.

So it wasn't until | was in my senior years
that Dave Maguire introduced me to HBCC
and he found my 1976 MG Midget for
me....... My dream came true! | am truly
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Our Shared Ongoing Battle not to Buy a Tesla..

by Ed Taccone

Like you, | am pretty much resigned to the fact that I’'m going to have to buy an electric car at some point.

| can tell because | have read every last scrap of electric car news and inadvertently memorized every last
technical detail about the manufacturers and their cars and energy storage systems that has ever been printed.
Since about 2012. When this happens to me for any product, whether it’s a new laptop or a different vehicle or
a new ride on mower, | usually end up buying it.

The purchase tends to happen when the list of justifications builds up to a tipping point where it starts to seem
sensible. For the electric car, these justifications are things like:

“l strongly support the company and its mission. Unlike almost any other big company on Earth, Tesla exists
primarily to help out the human race. Surely worth a few of my spare bucks, right?”

“l can afford to buy it in cash without having to go back o work or anything extreme like that.”

“l would like to think it’s the electric car, it is the best car and the best piece of technology in the world, and
at least ten years ahead of the next best. Shouldn’t a lifelong tech expert like myself be taking a peek at the
future?”

“It would be a lower-pollution way to replace some of my air travel, as the only car that can drive itself most
of the time on long highway trips. Plus, imagine the road trips | could take with my better half! Rocky
Mountains, Yukon, Newfoundland and many more places to visit across this great 51° State. (sorry I couldn’t
resist!). Lifetime Memories just like | had with my own Dad!”

“They are reasonably priced these days from about $39k to $189,000 if your investment have done well
before the Trudeau and Trump era.

In the past, my mind has made up similar justifications for other purchases like, “this lovely camera will help

you create more engaging pictures for the grandkids.”, “A new car hoist will save you a lot of time”, “you will
make a profit by owning this high-end new laptop because it will encourage me to write more.”

And it’s not just me. As I've talked to more and more people about this, | find that most of us have some sort of
purchase justification machine running in the background of our minds. The effects can range from very useful,
like a carpenter buying a nail gun which will be used every day to make money, to completely disastrous, like
the office worker who buys a $100,000 5-passenger Range Rover for his 12,000 annual miles of mostly empty
driving on smooth roads, because “I need to make sure | can get to work in the winter, too.”

I like to think fancy my own “purchase justification machine”, as being at least a bit better than average, after all
| have always maintained a slightly-less-ridiculous level of spending than the average middle- class worker. Most
of the things it has talked me into buying have indeed been things like Milwaukee battery operated impact gun
or reasonably good quality clothing that just happens to be from Costco or the thrift shop.

Yes, there was once a brand-new $13,000* Honda VFR800 sport motorbike which destroys a lot of my
credibility. But | can tell that it is really grasping at straws when it tries to justify that electric car. And that’s why
| thankfully still don’t have an electric car.

“You don’t even have anywhere to drive that electric car, dude! If you had a mandatory 20-mile
commute and absolutely could not move closer to your six-figure job, that would be one thing. But
I’'m retired and you bike everywhere, so a car is only for camping and hiking trips.”

dN1O dvO HSLLIYE S431LvMAV3IH



Our Shared Ongoing Battle not to Buy a Tesla.. continued

“Wait until you are further along in the child-raising project and have more free time to take off for month-long road
trips.”

“You can’t just leave a $39,000 or especially a $189,000 car out in the dead of winter in Winnipeg freeze and get
buried with snow, but you also don’t want to sacrifice an entire bay of your tidy workshop garage for a car. So, you
need to at least wait until you build that master bedroom deck which doubles as a carport, right? So, you’d better get
out the post-hole digger before you sign into the electric car Dealer’s showroom.

“No matter how much you use that car, it will always cost more per mile than cross country air travel even with full
carbon offsets. So, don’t get lured in by the nearly-free natuere of electric car charging.”

“Make sure you try it before you buy it. Rent a electric car from Budget or from a friend and try your first road trip. If
you still crave one after that first thrill wears off, then we can talk.”

See what’s happening here? In order to keep ahead of the relentless efficiency of my Purchase Justification Machine, |
just need to throw up nice, rational roadblocks to slow it down.

But the reason this is so effective is that I’'m not just flat-out denying myself that electric car. It’s pretty hard to tell
yourself that NO, you can never have what you want. Instead, I'm just telling myself what things need to happen first,
before clicking “buy” on the electric car.

And if these things are healthy, happy things (spending time with my grandchildren and getting other labor-intensive
projects done with my own hands, and planning a great future series of camping and road trips), | divert my attention
into living a good life right now, instead of doing the easy thing which is just buying myself another treat.

And the further | can delay this or any purchase, the longer my money can remain productively invested in stocks, and
the more it prevents my “purchase justification machine” from locking its greedy crosshairs onto the next little lifestyle
“upgrade” that it will find.

But this trick is not just for jaw-dropping electric cars. You can use it almost anywhere in your own life.

Lead Foot Ed

Unusual British... 1949-1952 Austin A90 Atlantic

Tom Hodgson: Source: 1992 Edito-Service S.A.

In the very austere years immediately after World
War Il, British automakers received steel shipments
only if the major part of their production was
earmarked for export. As the name of this car—the
Austin A90 Atlantic—indicates, this model was aimed
at the American marketplace.

High, Heavy Body, Low Grille The combination of a
traditional English chassis with a big four-cylinder
engine and a pontoon body—high, heavy and
festooned with chrome—was not welcome on either
side of the Atlantic.
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Unusual British... 1949-1952 Austin A90 Atlantic continued

The convertible had a body made of steel and aluminum panels. It was the first Austin to abandon the upright
radiator, in favor of a low split horizontal grille with a large spotlight in the center. In 1950, a two-door sports
sedan was added to the line, with an all-steel body, fabric-covered top and wraparound rear window.

63 Broken Indy Records

In 1949. an Austin A90 convertible broke 63 stock-car records on the Indianapolis Speedway, covering 11,850
miles during seven consecutive days and nights at an avenge speed of 70.54 mph under appalling weather
conditions. Even so, this car did not handle very well. It improved with the introduction of the sedan, which had
a low axle ratio and better low-speed acceleration.

Less than 4,000 were made, with just 350 sent to the USA

SPECIFICATIONS

Performance: Top speed of 92 mph
Engine Type/Drivetrain Overhead-valve.
in-line 4

Displacement 2,660 cc (2.7 L)

Power Rating S8 hp

Transmission 4-speed manual

Chassis: Independent front suspension by
wishbones and coil springs, rear rigid axle
with semi-elliptic leaf springs and antiroll
torsion bar; drum brakes; 2,800-3,016 lbs.
Price: $2,460-S2,795 for the convertible,

The Austin A90 Atlantic was aimed at the American market but was not competitive with similar American
automobiles.
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Flashback.. 2014

5t Annual Polar Bear Run October 25t 2014

Recent Events...

Thanks to everyone who came out to Ancaster British Car Show & Flea Market on April 20, 2025:

Maybe there was an April 2025
HBCC Meeting after all:

Left to right: Jean-Louis, Ken, Brian,
Warren, Carol, Ed, Kimberly, and
just outside the picture: Ralph.

—
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Recent Events... continued

Sunday May 4th, 2025 saw the 16" annual Hike
for Hospice, which saw over 700 participants
come together and raise over $280,000 for
Matthews House Hospice in Alliston. As a
contributor to this worthwhile charity, The
Recycled Teenagers Car Club out of Alliston
gathered a dozen cars to be on display as part of
the attraction. Ralph Evans was there and took
home the President’s Choice Award for his 1966
Jaguar.

PEANUT ATTACK!

Well, here it is in a nutshell. A Jar full of peanuts; is there anything better to
enjoy your leisure time? So, | grabbed a jar (big) of Mr. Planters and turned
on the big screen while binge watching my favourite sports game of
“hockey”.

Sometimes one can go overboard and devour a lot of peanuts. That’s exactly
what | did after three hockey games. The Head Nurse living within the
confines of our abode warned with an explanation, although peanuts are one
of the healthiest nuts, excessive intake may lead to discomfort.

She continued with It is a source of healthy fat that may help you lower the level of bad
cholesterol. It is beneficial to eat peanuts regularly in a diet. That’s all | needed to hear! |
did not hear excessive intake may have some side effects so be careful with them. After
three hockey games and 454 grams of peanuts that are good for me, turned out to be a
concern. Over the last three days my stomach feels like it’s full of lead.

Sorry for being a little graphic but in situations like this my mom would
reach in the medicine cabinet and bring out that dreaded chocolate like
substance that halted any activities for at least three day. This
predicament is fast moving towards its fourth day. What am | to do? My
mom is not here to administer and can’t remember how much she used
to give me. It’s chocolate so | guess the whole bar.

Sorry, due to circumstances beyond my control | have to cut this article
short. | will resume at a later date!

Lead Foot Ed

Editor: perhaps unrelated: Ed - One option in newer cars is labeled “Rear Wiper”... but do we
really want to know how that goes?

I have a bumper sticker that says, "Honk if you think I'm sexy"...

Some days | just sit at green lights until | feel good about myself.
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EVENTS...

Headwaters British Car Club Meetings: The first Wednesday of the month, February to November
June 4: Meeting at Tom Hodgson’s

Long Distance Awards for the 2025 Driving Season

Take a picture of your Classic British Cars odometer now! Dash plaques are awarded by the British Car Council
to every driver successfully completing 5000kms on an individual or combination of vehicles in a calendar year.

For any questions, contact Ralph Evans, our BCCI representative.
Orangeville Jazz and Blues: The Blues Cruise on Broadway — May 30t", 2025 5pm start time

HBCC Run to Creemore with lunch — May 31%, 2025
Meet Canadian Tire Parking lot at 9:00am. Contact Tom Hodgson

VARAC (Vintage Automobile Racing Association of Canada) Vintage Grand Prix
Canadian Tire Motorsport Park

Clarington — June 13-15, 2025

HBCC British Classic Car Show Caledon Fairgrounds — June 14", 2025
Contact Ed Taccone

Lighthouse Blues Festival & Classic British Car Show Kincardine - July 12t, 2025 10-4:00

Lakeside Classic and Antique Car Show, Victoria Park, Cobourg — July 12t", 2025 8am- 3pm

Brits in the Park Lindsay — July 20", 2025 9am-3pm
Brits on the Lake Port Parry — August 17, 2025
MG102 Fest Huntsville — August 22-24, 2025

Cobble Beach Concours d'Elegance Kemble — September 12-14, 2025
Including the Concours d'Lemons presented by Hagerty on September 13t

British Car Day 40th Anniversary  Bronte Provincial Park — September 21%, 2025
Rockton British Flea Market and Car Show - October 19%, 2025

Every week, May to September:
Monday Wasaga Beach Cruisers
Tuesday Alliston Recycled Teenagers
Wednesday Orangeville Cruisin’ on First

Check us out online at headwatersbritishcarclub.org

And follow the Headwaters British Car Club Group on Facebook
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Please send submissions and comments on British Driven to Brian Gillett, editor@headwatersbritishcarclub.org




