
 
 

 

In the President’s Words… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jean-Louis 
President, Headwaters BriƟsh Car Club 
 

 
 

 

 
July was quite the month for taking a drive. The heat was unprecedented many days, but sƟll we had the thrill of taking 
our cars out for some exercise. Some of us had to choose between Lindsay’s Brits in the Park and KiƩy’s Garage BriƟsh 
Car Day in Rockton occuring on the same day, and no maƩer which one was chosen, the weather was perfect and the 
cars and people were a delight as always. And of course there were as always the weekly gatherings of groups in 
Orangeville and surrounding towns. I look forward to seeing you out there. 
 
August is upon us and it’s a great Ɵme to be a BriƟsh car owner – Drive on! 
 
Brian GilleƩ 
editor@headwatersbriƟshcarclub.org 
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From the Editor: 
 

The Enduring Appeal of the MGB 

While the love for my MGB is strong, the enjoyment of my other classic 
BriƟsh marques is not uncommon. Ownership of MGs, Triumphs, Jaguars, 
and Minis, with several models joining the stable alongside the B, has 
provided me plenty of fun and memorable driving experiences. SƟll, no 
maƩer what other cars come and go, the MGB has remained one of Mary 
and I enduring favourite. 

Our MGB is more than just a car; it is a connecƟon to the past. Climbing 
into it (though now proving to be more of challenge) recalls days when 
worries were few and Ɵme seemed to stand sƟll. The simple pleasures of 
shiŌing gears, hearing the disƟnct snap, crackle, and pop of the exhaust, 
and feeling the wind through thinning hair offer a kind of therapy 
unmatched by any spa. These moments rejuvenate my spirit and evoke a 
lasƟng sense of youth and relaxaƟon. 

Throughout the changing roster of BriƟsh cars, the MGB has been a constant presence. It stands as a source of 
comfort and joy, weaving together memories of carefree days and the enduring saƟsfacƟon of classic motoring. 

In the end, the lasƟng connecƟon to our MGB is a senƟment likely shared by many of you. The hope is that others 
feel the same Ɵmeless bond and joy in their own journeys with this beloved classic. 



 
 

 
    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

On a side note, Major Mellor and Ian 
Fleming were car enthusiasts and lived in 
London, only a few minutes apart. 
Mellor’s cousin sold his house to Fleming. 
What is peculiar is Mellor and Fleming 
probably shared the same social and 
intelligence circles. Makes one wonder 
about these coincidences. Perhaps Ian 
Fleming may have picked up a few ideas. 
Do the secret compartments or latest 
gadgets in the Aston MarƟns featured in 
the latest James Bond movies have 
anything in common with Mellor’s Aston? 

By Peter Pontsa 
 

Aston MarƟn was founded in 1913 making this car company more than a century old in 2025. I 
would be remiss if I didn’t menƟon my deep appreciaƟon for the Aston MarƟn cache. The brand is 
112 years old with a great racing heritage. Last year I came across an arƟcle in Octane Magazine 
discussing what might be the predecessor to the James Bond legacy.  
 

Mellor worked at the Aston MarƟn Service Department for his clandesƟne forays into Europe. 
During those weeks at Aston MarƟn, his car was fiƩed with secret compartments. His trips were 
most likely spy missions into Nazi Germany, however, no doubt many of his exploits are hidden in 
classified documents protected by the Official Secrets Act.  
As the unrest in Europe was unfolding in 1939, Mellor on his last mission, was held at the border by 
the Gestapo. He waited 48 hours while the Nazis stripped his car, only to find nothing. He arrived 
later in England with his Dutch girlfriend, Ellen. Tony eventually married her, and they lived at Rose 
coƩage in the village of Figheldean in Wiltshire. He kept the Aston as a daily driver unƟl it fell into 
disrepair. 

Aston MarƟn; 112 Years of InnovaƟon 

What caught my aƩenƟon was the story of 
a 1936 Aston MarƟn Ulster in bold red, 
which was rebodied in 1990 from Aston 
MarƟn Mark II.  
The original owner of fiŌy years was BriƟsh 
Major Tony Mellor, a former spy and war 
hero. Mellor used his car for smuggling 
gold and silver from pre-war Germany on 
behalf of his Jewish friends. 
There was a hollow tube aƩached to the 
chassis to carry valuables. Also inside the 
false boƩom of the car baƩery were 
detailed plans of the Siegfried Line; an 
important military defense posiƟon. To 
accomplish his mission  

Aston MarƟn Mark II 

Mellor’s Mark II Aston was restored by its new owner in 1990 to Ulster specificaƟons, making it 
a sporƟer car. It is sƟll stunning and rakish in its low profile. 
 

Aston MarƟn DB 10 only made for the movie Spectre. 
It never went into producƟon for the public. 



 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I have been fortunate to have had my DB9 
Volante converƟble for a few years now and 
relish its beauty and power. The mysƟc of the 
marque sƟll fascinates me, and few are seen on 
the roadways. 
The DB9 does have a glove box although some 
newer models do not. It’s not a secret 
compartment I know, as I’ve no access to Q 
branch at MI6. However, one can impersonate 
the famous spy for a few seconds, step on the 
gas, look in the rearview mirror and go through 
the moƟons of outdistancing the Spectre thugs 
behind you.  

By Tom Hodgson 

A comparison of the best and worst properƟes of the BriƟsh cars that I have driven: 
 
Engines 
The best for its size and performance: 1962 Ford CorƟna 
 

The worst by far was the Wolseley 6/80  of 1952. This engine needed new exhaust valves about every 6 months. They 
were not ordinary valves but threaded ones for clearance adjustment and so very expensive. It ran very well for a few 
weeks aŌer that. 
 

Gearboxes  
I have leŌ out the few automaƟcs as it would not be a fair comparison. The CorƟna, Hillman Super Minx and Jaguar 
Sovereign were automaƟcs. 
 

The best floor shiŌ was a 1938 Singer saloon. The gear lever was further back and just where you wanted it and the 
shiŌs were superb. 
 

The worst floor shiŌ was in a Ford Anglia 100E of 1952. It did not have high mileage but the lever was too long and 
floppy to handle well. 
 

The best column shiŌ I used was in an A40 Devon pick-up. Very precise and easy to use. 
 

The worst Column shiŌ was on the 1952 Wolseley 6/80 which just felt too floppy to change easily. It might have been 
wear in the connecƟons as this was a common problem and I believe finished this kind of gear change. 

Suspension 
The best for it’s year of producƟon was the Hillman Super Minx of 1962. This car was very comfortable over pot-holes 
as well as in the door padding and the fine seats. 
 

The Singer was the worst but was the only pre-war car that I drove so may not be a fair comparison. 
 

Taking a break from our gardening, Angela and I will be out in the Aston making our many trips to 
Straƞord to watch the plays and musicals this season. 

For more of the story about Major Tony Mellor you can find it in his memoir Machine-Gunner, or on 
page 72 of Octane magazine February, 2024 issue. To learn more visit the Aston MarƟn Heritage Trust 
at hƩps://amht.org.uk./ 
 

Aston MarƟn; 112 Years of InnovaƟon   cont. 

Take the good with the Bad 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Take the good with the Bad cont.. 

Steering 
The best was a 1956 Morris Minor. It just felt like it went exactly where you wanted to go. 
 

The worst was a 1952 AusƟn Devon Van. It felt as if the design was not in balance . The rear moved sideways too 
much to be comfortable. 
 

Luggage Capacity (No vans or pick-ups included) 
The best: For its size the 1962 Ford CorƟna did very well. 
 

The 1938 Singer was the worst. I have included this one as it was in my opinion poorer than other cars of that era. 
 

Grip on the road 
The best: The 1962 Ford CorƟna did very well in all weathers.  
 

The worst: The Wolseley 6/80 of 1952 was very poor and so front -heavy it would spin at the least bit of ice. 
 
Wheel change 
The best: The easiest is the 1970 MGB but to be fair it has knock-off wheels. 
 

The worst: The 1994 Jaguar Sovereign is the most difficult as you cannot see the studs as you liŌ the wheels into 
place. 
 

Lights 
The best: The 1994 Jaguar Sovereign has very good lighƟng. It is difficult to be fair as older Lucas ones were so poor 
anyway. 
 

The worst: The 1952 AusƟn A40 Devon had the Prince of Darkness spell so were very poor lights. Did you know that 
Lucas used the above phrase first? 
 

Appearance 
The best: For my taste the MGB from 1970 is very good . 
 

The worst: The AusƟn A40 Devon was a bit ugly. 
 
 
 
Another comparison: From the editor… 
AcceleraƟon  

       

2014 Jaguar XFR-S vs 1972 MGB GT… Head-to-head at the lights. As the yellow car hit second gear, the blue car had 
put a good dozen+ car links between them.  
Clearly the driver of the yellow car just wasn’t ready.  

 



 

 

 

                 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For sale 

FOR SALE: 1954 MG TF 
Same owner 33 years 
Right hand drive, wire wheels.  
Regular driver runs great 
Price: $12,000  
Contact: Don Bauman, Orangeville  
519-278-9311    

FOR SALE: TR6 top cover boot  
Top cover for the top when folded away 
Price: Make an offer 
Contact: Anthony Pulver, Erin 
905-452-2281      anthonypulver@gmail.com 
  

FOR SALE: TR6 15” Steel Wheels  
Price: Make an offer 
Contact: Anthony Pulver, Erin 
905-452-2281        anthonypulver@gmail.com
   

FOR SALE: TR6 Radiator  
In good working order. No leaks 
Price: Make an offer 
Contact: Anthony Pulver, Erin 
905-452-2281           anthonypulver@gmail.com 
  

2025-06 

2025-07 2025-07 

FOR SALE: 1951 MG TD 
Cream Yellow 
Asking: $20,000  
Contact: Jean-Louis Valade, Caledon Village  
519-927-5052  jlvalade@rogers.com  
  

2025-07 

2025-07 

2025-07 

FOR SALE: 1974 Triumph TR6 
White, with upgrades and retained original parts 
Asking: $20,000 
Contact: Peter Simpson, Amaranth 
519-941-0632 ppsimpson21@gmail.com   
 

Classified  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2025-07 

FOR SALE: TR6 Center Caps  
Price: Make an offer 
Contact: Anthony Pulver, Erin 
905-452-2281           anthonypulver@gmail.com 
  
 

FOR SALE: TR6 15” Aluminum Beauty Rings  
Price: Make an offer 
Contact: Anthony Pulver, Erin 
905-452-2281           anthonypulver@gmail.com 
  
 

2025-07 

For sale cont.. 

Snickers… 

FOR SALE: Fender Bead (49” remaining) 
Moss 457-990. Fits MGB 1962-80, Midget/Sprite 
1959-80, MGC 
Price: $35 
Contact: Brian GilleƩ, Alliston 
416-518-4697           reblyelo@gmail.com   
 

Reserved 

for 

your Ad 

The police just pulled me over. The policeman walked up to my window with a scowl and said “Papers”. So I 
head “Scissors – I win!” and drove off. I think he wants a rematch. He’s been chasing me for 45 minutes  

More of a “Did you know?”… The late Ozzy Osbourne worked at the Lucas factory in Birmingham before 
finding fame with Black Sabbath. Yes, two “Prince of Darkness”… 

More of a “Did you know?”…  
Any dog can be a guide dog..  
if you don’t care where you’re going. 
Meet my Chihuahua-Jack Russel mix..  
whoever you are and wherever I am. 

35 years together 
and my husband sƟll 
gets mad when I use 
his toothbrush. 
If anyone knows a 
beƩer way to get the 
dog poop out of the 
soles of my sneakers, 
I’m all ears! 



 

 
Kincardine Lighthouse Blues FesƟval & Classic BriƟsh Car Show July 12th, 2025 

    
 
KiƩy’s Garage    BriƟsh Car Day, Rockton July 20th 2025 

    
 

Recent EVENTS… 

Just for Fun… 
How many definiƟons can you match to words? 
 

1  Glabella  A  The space between your nostrils 
2  Minimus  B  Legible hand-wriƟng 
3  Agraffe  C  The 'na na na' and 'la la la', which don't really have any meaning 
4  Vocables  D  When you combine an exclamaƟon mark with a quesƟon mark (like th 
5  Interrobang  E  The boƩom of a wine boƩle 
6  Nasi   F  The froth on a beer (aka "head") 
7  Armscye  G  The day aŌer tomorrow 
8  Dysania  H  The space between your eyebrows 
9  Griffonage  H  BuƩerflies in your stomach 
10  TiƩle  J  The plasƟc or metallic coaƟng at the end of your shoe laces 
11 Petrichor  K  The sheen or light you see when you close your eyes and press your hands on them 
12  Collywobbles L  A small dab of toothpaste 
13  Aglet  M  The dot over an "i" 
14  Nurdle  N  The wired cage that holds the cork in a boƩle of champagne 
15  Wamble  O  The condiƟon of finding it difficult to get out of the bed in the 
16  Punt  P  The rumbling of stomach 
17  Barm  Q  The way it smells aŌer the rain 
18  Phosphenes  R  The armhole in clothes, where the sleeves are sewn 
19  Box Tent  S  Your Ɵny toe or finger 
20  Overmorrow T  The Ɵny plasƟc table placed in the middle of a pizza box 

    Answers: 
       1-H, 2-S, 3-N, 4-C, 5-D, 6-A, 7-R, 8-O, 9-B, 10-M, 11-Q, 12-H, 13-J, 14-L, 15-P, 16-E, 17-F, 18-K, 19-T, 20-G 



Brits in the Park Victoria Park, Lindsay July 20th 2025 
 

     
 

…the same Ɵme as Classics on Kent in Lindsay: 

   
 

Mount Forest Fireworks FesƟval's car show  July 19th, 2025 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Headwaters BriƟsh Car Club MeeƟngs: The first Wednesday of the month, February to November 
         August 6 at Ed & Sandra Taccone’s 

Long Distance Awards for the 2025 Driving Season  

It’s not too late to start - Take a picture of your Classic BriƟsh Cars odometer now! Dash plaques are awarded 
by the BriƟsh Car Council to every driver successfully compleƟng 5000kms on an individual or combinaƟon of 
vehicles in a calendar year.    For any quesƟons, contact Ralph Evans, our BCCI representaƟve. 
 
Alliston Potato FesƟval & Car Show August 8-10th, 2025 
 Parade on Victoria Street - August 8 at 7pm. 
 Recycled Teenagers Car Show – August 9, 9-3pm 
 
Brits on the Lake   Port Parry – August 17, 2025 
 
MG102 Fest    Huntsville – August 22-24, 2025 
 
Simcoe County Museum – Canadian FesƟval of Old Cars (pre-1940)  - August 23-24, 2025 
 
Wellington County Museum 49th Annual AnƟque and Classic Car Show – August 24, 2025 
 
Cobble Beach Concours d'Elegance Kemble – September 12-14, 2025 

Including the Concours d'Lemons presented by Hagerty on September 13th  
 
BriƟsh Car Day 40th Anniversary Bronte Provincial Park – September 21st, 2025 
 
Lindsay to Brighton run              Burlwood Motorsport Club Season Ender – October 18th, 2025 
 
Rockton BriƟsh Flea Market and Car Show – October 19th, 2025 
 
Every week, May to September: 
 Monday Wasaga Beach Cruisers 
 Tuesday Alliston Recycled Teenagers 
 Wednesday Orangeville Cruisin’ on First 
 
 

Check us out online at headwatersbriƟshcarclub.org 

And follow the Headwaters BriƟsh Car Club Group on Facebook 

 

 
 

Please send submissions and comments on BriƟsh Driven to Brian GilleƩ, editor@headwatersbriƟshcarclub.org 
 

Coming EVENTS… 


