
Looking forward to 2026, as your incoming President and as most of you know, I love surprises for our members. I 
can’t promise a helicopter surprise landing on the Super 8 Track as I had arranged a few years back, but it will be 
an interesƟng upcoming 2026 season. “Stay tuned’. And I don’t care what that groundhog will see in 2026, I’m 
predicƟng an early Spring. As your incoming President I look forward to working with our 2026 ExecuƟve for an 
exciƟng upcoming year, and look forward to leading our wonderful club and to serving you well. 
 

Finally, whilst we look forward to another exciƟng year of our club, please take Ɵme out for loved ones, family and 
friends to come together and enjoy the Christmas season and the dawn of a New Year. 
Sandra, our family, and I wish you a very Merry Christmas, a Happy and Prosperous New Year. Please travel and 
holiday safely over the coming weeks. We look forward to seeing you in 2026. 

 
 
 

In the President’s Words… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Ed Taccone (Lead Foot Ed) 
President, Headwaters BriƟsh Car Club 

 

 
 
It’s here! 2026 has arrived and I’m already picturing the snow melƟng to give way to Ɵme spent on the roads… perhaps 
the snow will not be clearing soon enough, but I’m ready. 
Happy New Year to all of our members and I look forward to the entertaining Ɵmes you never fail to provide. 
 
Cheers! 
Brian GilleƩ 
editor@headwatersbriƟshcarclub.org 
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From the Editor: 
 

Dear Members, 

Our Car Club wrapped up our year end with another awesome Christmas 
party to sum up 2025 and once again fun was had by all. A great selecƟon 
of silent aucƟon and live aucƟon items were donated to raise money for 
Headwaters Health Care Centre. A heart felt thank you to all the members 
that donated. It shows how giving this Club’s members are year aŌer year. 
Thank you and congratulaƟons to Tom Hodgeson and helpers for 
organizing a successful Christmas Party. A wonderful evening with great 
camaraderie and high - tech food.  

As 2025 has reached an end, I can only tell you how graƟfying it was to be 
part of acƟviƟes we experienced from our winter meeƟngs to summer 
month potluck/meeƟngs that is offered to our members. Not to menƟon 
other venues like the Mancave Xmas tree decoraƟng, St. Patrick’s Day 
CelebraƟon, the All BriƟsh Classic and AnƟque Car Show, and Super 8 
track event. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jaguar XK8 Coupe: Race on Sunday, Drive on Monday. 

By Peter Pontsa 
 

On Christmas morning 2001, I was internet surfing 
and came across a Topaz 1997 Jaguar on Auto 
Trader. The price of the XK8 coupe looked 
reasonable. It read: private sale, loaded with 
opƟons, car in showroom condiƟon, dealer 
cerƟfied with warranty Ɵll 2003. My heart thumped 
with excitement. 
Was this the year that we were going to buy the 
Jaaaag? I called Angela over to see the ad. She 
said, "Let’s hop in the car head over there to take a 
look." We met the owner, fell in love with the car, 
and in January, bought out his lease from Bud’s 
Imported Cars. 

Ford’s involvement with Jaguar produced the AJ26 V8 engine. Although one of the beƩer engines 
Jaguar ever made, the XK8 was not without faults. From the car’s service history, I learned the engine 
was replaced at 70,000 km. The Nikasil liners and sulphured petrol had degraded the engine liners, 
causing engine failure. 
Eventually all upgrading was done, resulƟng in a fantasƟc car with mileage today at 264,000 km, less of 
course, 70,000 for the new engine. For many years, the Jag doubled as a company car, which I drove 
with pleasure to visit my customers. 
We joined the Ontario Jaguar Owners AssociaƟon. Jaguar forums suggested an X-pipe exhaust would 
boost power and sound. The late Ken Stahl, a genius car mechanic, installed it, increasing the power by 
15 bhp. 

Over the years, our XK8 won many trophies and plaques for Driven Class. Slalom racing, a Ɵmed event 
around pylons, was becoming popular with Jaguar associaƟons. The first lap is an hourglass, the second 
lap a figure eight, with an oval for the third and final lap. All pylons must remain standing, as per the 
official rule book. 
Angela and I aƩended the Advanced Auto Slalom School by WAYS Performance Services and ILR Car 
Control School at Mosport Driver Development Centre. To be on the track, Track School run by Ian Law 
Racing was mandatory. At one event, the XK8 transmission failed. The Jag was flat-bedded to Cats Cradle 
for a rebuild. Ken Stahl, bless him, drove us home in his XJ6. Once fixed, we were ready to resume slalom 
racing. 

The first Ontario Jaguar Owners AssociaƟon 
slalom took place at the Powerade Centre in 
Brampton. With tracƟon control turned off for 
beƩer performance, I placed first for K Division. 
My trophy was an actual disc brake with a 
plaque. In 2009, the club returned to the 
Powerade Centre for more racing. That year, our 
Jaguar club triumphed all across North America 
and Mexico. My teammates won first in their 
XKE. I came in third in K division with a Ɵme of 
47.53 seconds. 



By Brian GilleƩ 
 

I admiƩedly have fewer car stories of my own than most members of the club. I have some old 
memories of visiƟng a couple of racetracks when I was very young, and while many of you watched 
Jackie Stewart race, I most fondly recall watching the races on TV with my father, listening to Jackie 
oŌen “going down to Chris Economaki in the pits” as he moderated the races with great enthusiasm. I 
find myself entranced by the recounƟng by our members and truly enjoy (and am somewhat jealous 
of) the first-hand stories of racing, acquisiƟons, advice, fumbles, and more. To supplement my 
appeƟte for these stories, I enjoy researching historical events in automoƟve lore, largely consumed 
by automoƟve firsts and the rise and fall of various BriƟsh marques.  

 
 
 

 
    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Unfortunately, our Jaguar club found the BBQ and 
slalom costly and cancelled it. We diehard racers 
created Jagged Edge Motorsports. Members donated 
Ɵme and resources to rebuild an XJS V12 and an XJ6 
to race specificaƟons. Roll bars, helmets, and Nomex 
fire-retardant race suits were necessary to keep our 
team safe. No upgrades to engine or brakes. 
As acƟve members of the HBCC, Ken and I found Ɵme 
to also race in the Chump Car series, which were held 
at Shannonville Racetrack. Our team raced our cars 
well, but the big Jags were challenged by smaller 
Japanese racers. We enjoyed being there just the 
same. 
In 2011, the Jaguar Clubs in North America held a 
challenge championship in Columbus, Ohio. Angela 
and I arrived in the XK8 ready to show, race, and rally.  

Jaguar XK8 Coupe: Race on Sunday, Drive on Monday. Cont.. 

That’s a First: First Gasoline-Powered Car in Canada    

Some Jagged Edge Motorsports members came, as it was the 50th anniversary of the E-Type. We 
spent two days sightseeing and mingling with thousands of car enthusiasts; a highlight was the 
Packard Museum. Although our XK8 did not place in the Concours or rally, we bested the slalom 
racers. I placed second and Angela came in third. 
I remember taking Jean-Louis to Mosport for track day. Drizzle and a wet track had me constantly 
controlling oversteer. Jean-Louis looked unfazed. I leŌ the tracƟon control on for our safety because 
the XK8’s Ɵres were not up to the wet weather. If you have seen the F1 movie with Brad PiƩ, you will 
recognize why the team changes Ɵres so oŌen, as per condiƟons. 
My last race at Shannonville, acceleraƟng in a bygone XJS at triple digits on the back stretch, was 
adrenaline-pumping but imprudent. Reducing velocity into the braking zone, the old brakes faded. 
Then, barely on three wheels around a sharp corner, I envisioned my mortality. Luck and training 
pulled me through. It was an epiphany, a moment of clarity that ended my racing pursuits. 
I wished the Jagged Edgers a fond farewell and moved on. Those memories and trophies will harken 
me back to a remarkable Ɵme in my life. Twenty-five years with our first Jaguar is sƟll fun. Hopefully, 
it will conƟnue to give us pleasure. Even though its racing history is over, it is not forgoƩen. 
Peter Pontsa 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

While this is not BriƟsh in any way I can twist it (shame on me), I recently came across a fun and 
interesƟng tale of the first gasoline-powered car in Canada, a Winton Phaeton. The car was brought 
to Hamilton Ontario by Colonel John Moodie Jr. in 1898 - an incredibly different Ɵme. While we 
oŌen shuƩer at the thought of driving our treasurers on gravel or poorly maintained roads, there 
was less than 15km of paved roads in Canada at that Ɵme. Now Canada has over one million 
kilometers of paved roads.  
Colonel Moodie is credited as a founding member of the Hamilton Automobile Club, and also 
helped found the Toronto Automobile Club and the Ontario Motor League. But there is another 
story associated with Winton that caught my aƩenƟon: The first gasoline-powered car to travel 
coast-to-coast in the USA. 
In 1903, aŌer hearing mumblings that the gasoline-powered automobile was a fad and would never 
be pracƟcal, Dr. HoraƟo Nelson Jackson made a $50 bet in a San Francisco gentleman’s club that he 
could cross the United States in under 90 days. There were no highways, gas staƟons were rare, and 
cars broke down constantly, making this a very bold bet. 
As Jackson didn’t own a car at the Ɵme, he searched for an appropriate candidate and purchased a 
used Winton. The car was a two-cylinder, 20-horsepower model with chain drive, purchased for the 
small fortune of $3,000. It was slightly used and had two bad rear Ɵres. The list price for a brand-
new Winton was just $2,500, but the Winton cars were subject to pre-order from the factory rather 
than from a dealership, so Jackson agreed to the higher price to a Wells Fargo execuƟve in San 
Francisco who owned the 1903 Winton. On May 23 1903, Jackson and his recruited mechanic, 
Sewall Crocker, leŌ San Francisco, and began their journey East. 
Just 15 miles into the journey, they encountered their first blown Ɵre. They replaced it with their 
only spare and carried on. With no maps to speak of at the Ɵme and roads oŌen disappearing into 
fields or becoming impassable, the challenges were many. In one town, locals deliberately sent 
them 160km off course so that their neighbors could see a real automobile. Gas was purchased at 
pharmacies, general stores, and even farmers. SomeƟmes they had to telegraph ahead for oil and 
wait days for it to arrive. When they ran out of suitable Ɵres, they wrapped rope around the wheels 
and kept going. 

That’s a First: First Gasoline-Powered Car in Canada  cont..    

In Idaho, Jacson and Crocker picked up a travel 
companion bulldog named Bud. They quickly learned that 
Bud needed eye protecƟon from the dust and fiƩed him 
with goggles. This made Bud a celebrity then, and as we 
see at current events, dogs remain almost iconic 
automoƟve companions. 
Sixty-three days aŌer the journey began, the party of 
three reached New York City. They had successfully 
become the first people to cross the United States by car. 
The trip cost them around $8,000 (over $300,000 in 
today’s money) but it proved that the “horseless 
carriage” wasn’t just a fad: the open road in North 
America had it’s great beginning. 

Like so many of us today, Jackson gave a personalized name to his vehicle: the “Vermont”, 
recognizing the state where he and his wife had made their home. The Vermont is now on display 
in the America on the Move exhibit at the Smithsonian's NaƟonal Museum of American History in 
Washington DC. 
 

Brian GilleƩ 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recent Events 

HBCC DonaƟon to Headwaters Health Care FoundaƟon 
Each year, our club selects a cause or charity to support 
with funds raised throughout the year and parƟcularly 
through the aucƟon and silent aucƟon at our annual 
Christmas Party. For 2025, we selected the Headwaters 
Health Care FoundaƟon and were pleased to present 
them with a cheque for $2,371.37. 
 
Newly appointed President, Ed Taccone along with Don 
Fysh (Treasurer) and Jean-Louis Valade (Past President) 
presented the cheque to the FoundaƟon 
 
Thank you to all members for contribuƟng to this very 
worthy cause. Learn more about them at 
hhcfoundaƟon.com 

Mancave Christmas Tree DecoraƟng – Dec 13, 2025 
What beƩer way to spend Ɵme at Christmas than meeƟng 
friends and decoraƟng the Mancave Christmas Tree! 
Thanks to our annual hosts, Ed & Sandra, for a fun Ɵme of 
games, cheer and a first taste of Christmas treats.  
Check out those ornaments! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday February 10, 2026 
 

 

Happy Holidays to the Triumph community  

Are you planning to parƟcipate in Drive Your Triumph Day on Tuesday, February 10, 2026? The day will be 
here before you know it! 

 

 

I’m currently in preparaƟon mode to launch a new locaƟon for posƟng this year’s DYTD photos—more details 
to follow. On this new site, I also plan to include photos from past years, organized into albums by year. In 
addiƟon, for 2026, I’m going to try something new and sort the photos by Triumph model as well.  

 

 

So start planning a drive—or if you’re in a winter climate, take a photo of your Triumph hibernaƟng in the 
garage. If your car is in restoraƟon or part of a winter project, take a photo of that too. Keep in mind that 
hundreds of Triumph owners from around the world will all be doing something with their Triumph on the 
same day. It’s always great to see how everyone parƟcipates. The idea is simple: have fun with it. 

 

 

Best Regards,  
 

 

Rye Livingston 
AcƟviƟes Chairman 
Triumph Travelers Sports Car Club 
1960 Triumph TR3A 
DriveYourTriumphDay@gmail.com  

 

Coming Events 



 

 

 

 

                 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For sale 

FOR SALE: 1954 MG TF 
Same owner 33 years 
Right hand drive, wire wheels.  
Regular driver runs great 
Price: $12,000  
Contact: Don Bauman, Orangeville  
519-278-9311    

FOR SALE: TR6 top cover boot  
Top cover for the top when folded away 
Price: Make an offer 
Contact: Anthony Pulver, Erin 
905-452-2281      anthonypulver@gmail.com 
  

FOR SALE: TR6 15” Steel Wheels  
Price: Make an offer 
Contact: Anthony Pulver, Erin 
905-452-2281        anthonypulver@gmail.com
   

FOR SALE: TR6 Radiator  
In good working order. No leaks 
Price: Make an offer 
Contact: Anthony Pulver, Erin 
905-452-2281           anthonypulver@gmail.com 
  

2025-06 

2025-07 2025-07 

FOR SALE: 1951 MG TD 
Cream Yellow 
Asking: $20,000     Now: $14,000 
Contact: Jean-Louis Valade, Caledon Village  
519-927-5052  jlvalade@rogers.com  
  

2025-07 

2025-07 
2025-07 

FOR SALE: 1974 Triumph TR6 
White, with upgrades and retained original parts 
Asking: $20,000 
Contact: Peter Simpson, Amaranth 
519-941-0632 ppsimpson21@gmail.com   
 

Classified  
Please be sure to let us know if your item has been sold and should be removed from this secƟon 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2025-07 

FOR SALE: TR6 Center Caps  
Price: Make an offer 
Contact: Anthony Pulver, Erin 
905-452-2281           anthonypulver@gmail.com 
  
 

FOR SALE: TR6 15” Aluminum Beauty Rings  
Price: Make an offer 
Contact: Anthony Pulver, Erin 
905-452-2281           anthonypulver@gmail.com 
  
 

2025-07 

Public Service Announcement – CauƟoning Classic Car Usage 

FOR SALE: Fender Bead (49” remaining) 
Moss 457-990. Fits MGB 1962-80, Midget/Sprite 
1959-80, MGC 
Price: $35 
Contact: Brian GilleƩ, Alliston 
416-518-4697           reblyelo@gmail.com   
 

Classified    cont. 

An important FYI: I received a copy of an email that was sent from a Zehr Insurance representaƟve to 
the Membership Coordinator at BSCCOC, cauƟoning the use of classical vehicles other than for leisure 
or car events. It included the following: 
 

“You may want to cauƟon members against renƟng / lending cars for movies, weddings etc.” 
“RenƟng or hiring out a classic car for compensaƟon is excluded by Hagerty, Zehr and other collector 
car insurers.” [Regarding usage for a film]: “Had the vehicle been stolen or damaged the collector policy 
would not have responded. Hopefully, the producƟon would make good on the loss but ulƟmately the 
insurance company could cancel or non-renew the policy based on the usage.” 
 

Does this apply to family weddings/events? Check with your insurance company first. 
Classic car owner beware! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Snickers…    

Five doctors were taking a coffee break and compared notes on paƟents they prefer. 
The first doctor said "Accountants are the best to operate on because when you open them up, 
everything inside is numbered." 
The second doctor said "Librarians are the best. Everything inside them is in alphabeƟcal order." 
The third doctor said "Electricians are my favorite - Everything inside them is color coded." 
The fourth doctor said "I like lawyers. They're heartless, spineless, gutless and their heads and their 
buƩs are interchangeable." 
The fiŌh doctor chimes in: "I like BriƟsh car restorers... they always understand when you have a few 
parts leŌ over at the end." 

Nothing new here.. but did anyone else see this 
ad over the holidays? 

Does this really belong under “Snickers”? 

The Year of Free Beef 

Almost to the end of 1922, MariƟme drivers drove on the leŌ-hand side of the road while most of Canada and 
all of the USA drove on the right. In 1917 the New Brunswick Automobile AssociaƟon began campaigning to 
anyone that would listen that they should fall in line with the rest of the country and drive on the right-hand 
side. Amongst the confusion of animal-driven vehicles streetcar operators, and retailers cashing in with “Turn 
to the Right” promoƟons, it finally happened on December 1, 1922 in New Brunswick, with other MariƟme 
provinces following soon aŌer. 

This led to 2023 being “The Year of Free Beef”. Some oxen could not be re-trained to travel on the other side of 
the road, so they were replaced with trained oxen while the untrainable ones were… decommissioned… 
causing a glut in the market and a temporary fall in beef prices. 



 

 

Headwaters BriƟsh Car Club MeeƟngs: The first Wednesday of the month, February to November 
        *No meeƟng in January 
 
 

The 2026 lineup of events will be coming soon! 
 
 
 

Check us out online at headwatersbriƟshcarclub.org 

And follow the Headwaters BriƟsh Car Club Group on Facebook 

 

 

 
 

Please send submissions and comments on BriƟsh Driven to Brian GilleƩ, editor@headwatersbriƟshcarclub.org 
 

Coming EVENTS… 


