
 
 
 

 

In the President’s Words… 
 
Where has the time gone? As, the days get shorter and the temperature will 
start to drop, it is hard to believe another incredible summer of 
Potluck/Meetings this season is coming to a close. The good news is we have 
two more get togethers still to go. 
 
Looking back, we made some unforgettable memories this year. We enjoyed 
St. Patrick’s Day, English Summer Tea hosted by Kimberley and Ralph Evans, 
the well-attended revived Hill Climb, run to Bracebridge Boat Show thank you 
Dorien and Anne for organizing, and the ever popular Super 8 Track Event at 
Ed and Sandra’s place. 
 
Coming up is Funkhana event being revived by Don Fysh. 
 
A massive thank you to everyone who came to the events, helped organize, 
our cars brought us together, but the people are what make this club special. 
 
Ed Taccone (“Lead Foot Ed”) 
President, Headwaters British Car Club 
Cell: 416 717 7057   Email: Sandra_ed_t@hotmail.com 

 
 
 
We all owe Brian Gillett our thanks and appreciation for his editorial work on British 
Driven. For the last two years, Brian has, with the help of many enthusiastic 
contributors, ensured that our newsletter has been published on a regular basis. I'm 
sure we appreciate that this is no small feat, and we are therefore sad to hear that Brian 
will be retreating from the role of editor over the next couple of months. However, I'm 
sure you will join me in wishing Brian the very best for the future as he and his wife 
relocate to Petawawa to be close to their daughter and grandchild. We hope that Brian 
will visit us in the future as the 4 hour drive to our area will be a trivial trip for his 1972 
MGB GT! 
 
Brian has passed the editorial torch to myself (yeah Brian, pick on the new guy who 
doesn't know what he’s getting into) and I hope to do an acceptable job with everyone’s 
help. Please do not be shy in contributing content, we are all enthusiastic about the 
same topics! 
 
Tony Russell 
Editor in Training! 
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Funkhana is Coming Back! 

By Don Fysh 

(Reprinted from the August newsletter as Funhkana is now on September 9th) 
 

Prior to COVID , some of our members have participated in HBCC funkhanas.  They were a regular 

annual event from 2014 to 2021.  It is time to resurrect this fun event.  To get things started we 

are going to resurrect the “Salute to the Jack” Funkhana that we ran a few years ago. 
 

So, what the heck is a funkhana?  Read on. 

Mention the word “funkhana” (fun-khan-a) to a car enthusiast and you’ll probably get one of the 

following two responses: Most will answer with a question, such as “Huh?” or “Could you spell 

that?” Others will grin, chuckle, laugh, grimace, moan – or a medley of the above – and then 

begin sharing about a particular funkhana event. That’s because funkhanas are incredibly 

memorable.  Think of it as a parking lot game for British cars.  

It was probably in the 1950s that a driver — realizing that he or she lacked the skill or equipment 

to excel in the timed gymkhana races — decided to add unusual obstacles, slow down the pace 

to low gear, make the competition less serious, and call it a funkhana.  

Each team, composed of a driver and passenger, must complete tasks —  centered around a 

theme — that involve car handling, teamwork and especially a sense of humor.  The event is 

good-natured, and not hard on the cars.  Funkhana challenges range from sophisticated to silly. 
 

Past funkhanas:  
   
2017 TransCanada Road Map 
 

  
   

     Fish ‘n Chips   Sandra Guides Ed –         Funkmeister Don observes  

reversing through the cones         Tom & Jean skills 
 

  
   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
By Lead Foot Ed 

 

On this rare occasion as I lay on my lounge chair staring towards the sky, I would like 
to share that; a cloud weighs around a million tonnes. A cloud typically has a volume 
of around 1km3 and a density of around 1.003kg per m3, a density that’s around 0.4 
per cent lower than the air surrounding it. This is how they are able to float. 

 

My better half Sandra is preparing my supper while I was studying clouds and can’t 
wait to taste some left-over fried pasta. One of my favourite dishes. Did you know left over pasta has extra health 
benefits? That’s because it contains more resistant starch than fresh pasta, thanks to the effect of cooking and cooling on 
the pasta starch’s structure. Resistant starch has been linked to improved blood sugar control and better gut health. 

 

My granddaughter who loves Lego informed me that, an ordinary plastic LEGO brick is, able to support the weight of 
375,000 other bricks before it fails. This, theoretically, would let you build a tower nearing 3.5km in height. Scaling this 
up to house-size bricks, however, would cost far too much. 

 

Did you know the Vauxhall Prince Henry is widely recognised as the first British sports car, the 1911 Prince Henry’s 
lightweight construction and revy 20hp four-cylinder engine enabled it to reach speeds of over 100mph. Being a hot 
Vauxhall, one assumes it was difficult to find used examples in the 20s that hadn’t been fitted with cheap coil overs 

and a Nürburgring boot lid decal. 

 

Lead Foot Ed 
  

Did You Know…. 

 

Funkhanas usually involve a test of very low speed driving skills such as backing, maneuvering thru 

cones, turning a 360 degree circle around a cone, parallel parking, etc. They often also include 

gimmick activities such as ring toss, minigolf, hula-hoop, bean-bag toss, puzzles, etc. – basically driver 

and/or navigator teamwork. 

Teams are graded by a combination of time, accuracy, and points. By including an element of luck, 

everyone has a good chance of winning… or screwing up.  Each team, composed of a driver and 

passenger, must complete tasks — often centered around a theme — that involve car handling, 

teamwork and especially a sense of humor.  

I hope you will join in on an afternoon of silliness on September 9th (please RSVP to Don) 

 

Don Fysh 

 

Funkhana is Coming Back! cont. 



 

by Dorien Berteletti 

 

Once upon a time in a far away land north of Caledon.......... 

As some of you know, I now have a 1948-49 Allard K1, a particularly rare 
one being a prototype coupe 2 seater, the rest are convertible 2 seaters. 

Some of my friends like it and as for me, I think it may become an "acquired 
taste”! A few bottles of wine will help. 

The previous owner, an Orangeville man, did some strange things to it, 
including losing the Flat head Ford, transmission and much more including 
putting an auto transmission in it. 

So, I've been very busy looking for parts, and I've rebuilt/restored many 
makes of cars but nothing as complex as this one. 

You may think a flathead Ford V8 would be simple, not so. There are several models, including car and truck engines. 
Transmissions come in at least 3 styles and sizes, with a variety of bell housings and throw out bearing options. Then you 
have variation in splines and yokes for the driveshaft. 

Note the Orangeville man had removed the original motor mounts so any reference that they would have provided was 
gone. His name is rumoured to be George Wallace who supposedly is in a rest home?? Anybody know him? 

Then to add another complication the Allard is right hand drive, so that adds more "excitement" to the journey. 

Last week was "lucky week" as fate and my crystal ball guided me!   

I had looked at the Allard club forum and noted a question from a person 
with a 519 number who owns a standard K1 roadster. 

I called him and we talked Allards, and he needed the hood support that I 
had on my car and he did not, relying on a broomstick. 

He wanted to come over and borrow it, I offered to take it off go over to 
Cambridge where he could take measurements, pictures while I looked his 
car over. 

Win/win situation and now I had the motor mount positions for the motor 
plus other measurements. His car is scruffy but very original so a good 

reference. 

Pat Meers, who bought my Land Rover from me, dropped by, and seeing 
what I was dealing with, came back later with a 1949 Mercury transmission. 
He had converted his to a 5 speed and had no need for it. 

The Mercury transmission and clutch can be worked from the right 
side.....perfect ! Not quite, because  it needs the "doughnut spacer bell 
housing" to fit a Ford Flat head engine. 

After many tries, I found one in Woodstock attached to a truck 
transmission. I talked to the vendor and noted that in the pictures there 
was a Ford V8 in the background. Short story....I bought the package, motor, 
bell housing and transmission. 

Now you need pedals to operate clutch and brakes and something could be 
fabricated, but..... 

Years ago I sold a nice Wyllis Knight motor to a Tottenham man and we kept in touch, perhaps on a yearly basis. On a 
chance, I phoned him up, told him my adventures and my missing parts. 

Next day he called me to tell me he had 2 sets of pedals I needed, with my name on them. 

I went over, and sure enough there they were in very good condition. 

Allard News 



He updated me on his various car adventures mostly with Fords in the 40s (the Wyllis Knight engine is still waiting to go 
in his car) and 2 hours later we are still wandering around his property looking at "stuff", a lot of it in school buses. 

Towards the end of the tour he opens another school bus rear door and there on the floor was a 1949 Ford transmission, 
suitable for the Allard and a top shifter of all things. Not is usable condition, but it had all the bits I needed. 

He got a wheelbarrow and he told me, that I might as well take it, as he had no need for it. 

So selling a Land Rover and a Wyllis Knight sleeve valve motor, got me 2 transmissions and brake/clutch pedals for the 
Allard, a circuitous route to this project. 

The fenders have been sandblasted and primed and Ralph may be 
working some magic on them. 

I need door handles and mechanisms, and something from a Ford 
Anglia or Prefect should work. 

Rebuilding the V8 will be a learning curve...no valve adjustments, 
you grind the valve stem to the right length to set your clearance 
LOL. Do it once, do it right and never touch them again! 

Note in the pictures Anne is getting ready to be towed. Only 
person I know who has "driven" this car ! 
 

Dorien 

 

 
By Peter T. Pontsa 

It’s always fascinating how many times these British cars need to be rescued from the ravages of time. After their winter 

hibernation, our cars have been reluctant to wake up from their slumber.  

My 2000 XK8 convertible needed a new battery before jumping to life. An overnight infusion by a battery charger 

(defibrillator) got the 1997 XK8 Coupe going. And only after exchanging the wrong part did the coolant temperature 

sensor in the 2004 S-Type begin to function. Finally the 1970 E-type was leaking in the driveway. Brake line malfunction 

maybe? Thanks for a diagnosis by Dr. Ed we discovered the cooling overflow tank had been overfilled. What a relief all 

the cats are fine and well and behaving.  

 Thinking of these little hiccups, brings me to a recent barn find 

in Belgium where a very rare 1955 Jaguar XK-140 SE Coupe was 

discovered languishing for many years. Mr. Schepens, a coach 

builder, purchased the car in 1999 at a car show in Brussels. 

After a few years of service, he decided the car required 

restoration. Unfortunately, he passed away at the age of 80 in 

2016, leaving the Jaguar unrestored and accompanied by 10 

other cars in a run-down barn. Other cars found in the barn 

were a Ferrari 308 GT 4, a series one E-Type Jaguar, a Corvette 

C1 and a Citroen.  

Mr. Schepens was fond of animals and didn’t have any children, so he decided to bequeath his cars to the animal rescue 

centre in Ghent. The special Michelotti bodied XK-140 was sold on May 11th, 2018 by Bonham’s Auction House for the 

sum of 356,500 EUROS. The other cars will be sold later this year in September. All proceeds will be used to construct a 

new animal centre and shelter.  

When I told Angela about Mr. Schepens’ generosity, she was quite charmed since she is a great supporter of Procyon 

Wildlife Rehabilitation and Education Centre in Beeton, Ontario.  

Rescuing Jaguars and Other Animals 



 Originally built at Coventry the Jaguar had a normal coupe body numbered 286, 

with left-hand drive and was delivered to France. In 1957 the car had a serious 

accident which left the body unrepairable. At this point it was shipped to Turin in 

Italy where coachbuilder Giovanni Michelotti, rebodied the car in an aluminum 

bespoke design. Apparently he produced three XK 140 bodies around 1960 to 

1961, unique and different in every case.  

Sometime afterward the car belonged to Roland Urban, the French Jaguar Drivers 

Club President, who had an eye for unique Jaguars. What he discovered was that 

the car had a rare C-Type cylinder head and C-Type exhaust system which was 

mounted and exited the side of the car before the rear wheel. It’s likely that the accident in 1957 destroyed the original 

engine and it was replaced by a C-Type engine which had been retired from racing, which makes this example extremely 

rare and also in need of a rescue by someone who truly loves Jaguars.  

 As spring unfolds on our property, the branches and pinecones around here are 

being picked up and recycled. Branches are used for kindling and the large pails of 

pine cones have found themselves at Procyon since pinecones are great food for 

the squirrels. Some of those pinecones have been saved for Angela who is 

fostering seven baby black squirrels here at the homestead. While she takes care 

of those animals I shall be taking care of the other CATS that need to be groomed 

and bathed and ready for the road.  

Peter T. Pontsa 

 

 

 

 

Donald’s Ducks on Lake America 
 
I glide across the water’s mirror 
And shake my tail feathers with glee. 
Though when the grass and path get nearer, 
There’s something left behind by me! 
We are Donald’s Ducks, 
A little splat upon the stone, 
A messy trail from where I loop, 
A tiny green and liquid token, 
Oh goodness me, that smelly poop! 
We are Donald’s Ducks, 
And Washington is our new laden of gold coup! 
 
Lead Foot Ed 
  

Snickers…… 



 

  

Headwaters British Car Club Meetings: The first Wednesday of the month, February to November 

When What Where 

September 9th 

3:00pm 
Funkhana Caledon Agricultural Fairgrounds 

(18297 Hurontario St (Hwy 10), 
Caledon Village, ON L7K 0Y5) 

September 9th,  

5:30pm potluck 
6:30pm meeting 

 

HBCC General Meeting and Potluck 
dinner. 

Caledon Agricultural Fairgrounds 
(18297 Hurontario St (Hwy 10), 
Caledon Village, ON L7K 0Y5) 

Sept.12 and 13 (Sat and Sun) 
10:00am - 3:00PM 

Ken Mason is having a Big British Car 
Parts Sale 

207393 Hwy. 9, Mono. 
519-942-1722 or email: 
ken@kmrestorations.com 

Sept.20 Sunday 

9:00-4:00pm 

British Car Day presented by the 

Toronto Triumph Club.  

Bronte Provincial Park, Oakville 

Oct.7, Wednesday, HBCC General Meeting and Pot 

Luck Dinner  

 

Oct. 18 Caledonia British Car Show and 

Flea Market 

$10.00 per person cash only. 

Caledonia Fairgrounds, 

151Caithness St., East, Caledonia, 

ON 

 

NB:  Every week, May to September: 

 Monday Wasaga Beach Cruisers 

 Tuesday Alliston Recycled Teenagers 

 Wednesday Orangeville Cruisin’ on First 

Stay up to date by visiting the Events page on our website headwatersbritishcarclub.org 

And follow the Headwaters British Car Club Group on Facebook 

  

Upcoming EVENTS… 

https://www.headwatersbritishcarclub.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/564675551039377/


OTHER CARS FOR SALE:  

 

1970 Bond Equipe  $9,000,  Good running car 

1986 Jaguar XJSC  $5,000 Needs work 

1994 Jaguar XJS 6 cylinder 4.0L $10,000 Needs work 

Contact: Ken Mason, Mono  

519-942-1722    ken@kmrestorations.com   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

FOR SALE: 1994 Jaguar XJS V12 6.0L 

Price: $20,000  

Contact: Ken Mason, Mono  

519-942-1722 

ken@kmrestorations.com   

  

 

Cars For sale 

FOR SALE: 1954 MG TF 

Same owner 33 years 

Right hand drive, wire wheels.  

Regular driver runs great 

Price: $12,000  

Contact: Don Bauman, Orangeville  

519-278-9311    

 

2025-06 

FOR SALE: 1957 Wolseley 6/90 

Good running order 

Damask Red with red leather interior 

Price: $20,000  

Contact: Ken Mason, Mono  

519-942-1722    ken@kmrestorations.com

   

 

2025-07 

FOR SALE: 1974 Triumph TR6 

White, with upgrades and retained original parts 

Asking: $20,000 

Contact: Peter Simpson, Amaranth 

519-941-0632 ppsimpson21@gmail.com   

 

Please be sure to let us know if your item has been sold and should be removed from this section 

2026-04 2026-04 

2026-04 

Classifieds 

mailto:ken@kmrestorations.com
mailto:ken@kmrestorations.com
mailto:ken@kmrestorations.com
mailto:ken@kmrestorations.com
mailto:ppsimpson21@gmail.com


CAR PARTS:  

 

Set of Jaguar XK 120 wire wheels 

 

One rebuilt Triumph TR 3 motor complete with 

manifolds and carbs $1,100 

 

One good Triumph TR 3 head 

 

Contact: For exciting information on any of the 

above items call Dorien 416-255-4400   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FOR SALE: TR6 top cover boot  

Top cover for the top when folded away 

Price: Make an offer 

Contact: Anthony Pulver, Erin 

905-452-2281      anthonypulver@gmail.com 

  

FOR SALE: TR6 15” Steel Wheels  

Price: Make an offer 

Contact: Anthony Pulver, Erin 

905-452-2281        anthonypulver@gmail.com

   

 

FOR SALE: TR6 Radiator  

In good working order. No leaks 

Price: Make an offer 

Contact: Anthony Pulver, Erin 

905-452-2281           anthonypulver@gmail.com 

  

 

2025-07 2025-07 

FOR SALE: TR6 Center Caps  

Price: Make an offer 

Contact: Anthony Pulver, Erin 

905-452-2281           anthonypulver@gmail.com 

  

 

2025-07 

2025-07 

2026-04 

2026-04 

Cars Parts & Accessories For sale 

2026-06 

FOR SALE: Justin Compact Air Compressor 

Price: $15.00 

Contact: Margo Young, Orangeville 

416-550-8725       Margo77young@gmail.com  

  

 

2026-07 

mailto:anthonypulver@gmail.com
mailto:anthonypulver@gmail.com
mailto:anthonypulver@gmail.com
mailto:anthonypulver@gmail.com
mailto:anthonypulver@gmail.com
mailto:Margo77young@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Free MG parts 

The Radiator holds water but is a bit rough the 

vanes.  

The windshield is from an MGB GT.  

The wipers one is for MGB GT the other from an 

MGB. Both motors work when I connected to a 

battery.  

The rear seat cushions are again MGB GT. 

The lamps fit many of our British cars.  

Also, tires for sale. They are 175/70 13 inch. I believe they fit Spitfires and GT6 's. They are new and unused. 

Asking $25 each. 

Contact Tom Hodgson, Mono, tomandjeanhodgson@gmail.com, 519-941-7187.  

2026-

07 

FOR SALE: REBUILT Zenith Carburetor Co 

Price: $150.00 

British  made carburetor for 1976 MG Midget 

Contact: Margo Young, Orangeville 

416-550-8725       Margo77young@gmail.com 

   

 

Cars Parts & Accessories For sale 

mailto:tomandjeanhodgson@gmail.com
mailto:Margo77young@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Complete set that will save you thousands in fuel costs  $20 !! 

 
 For exciting information on any of the above items, call Dorien 

416-255-4400 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Please send submissions and comments on British Driven to Brian Gillett and Tony Russell, editor@headwatersbritishcarclub.org 

 

Miscellaneous 

mailto:editor@headwatersbritishcarclub.org

